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FROM THE REVOLUTION, 
TO THE DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND. 


BOOK I. 
CHAPTER VIII. 


$ I. The Commons revive the bill againſt occaſional con- 
formity. & II. Conſpiracy trumped up by Simon 
Praſer, Lord Lovat. III. The Lords preſent a 
remonſtrance to the Queen. I IV. The Commons paſs 
a vote in favour of the Earl of Nottingham. & V. 
Second remonſtrance of the Lords. & VI. Further 
diſputes between the two Houſes, I VII. The Queen 
rants the firſt-fruits and the tenths to the poor clergy. 
VIII. Viguiry into naval affairs. IX. Trial 
of Lindſay. \ X. Meeting of the Scottiſh Parliament. 
XI. Yiolent oppoſition to the miniftry in that kmeg- - 
dom. I XII. Their Parliament paſs the Act of 
Security. & XIII. Melancholy fetuation of the Em- 
peror's affairs. & XIV. The Duke of Marlborough 
marches at the head of the allied army into Germany. 
XV. He defeats the Barbarians at Schellenberg. 
XVI. Fruitleſs negociation with the Elector f 
Bavaria. & XVII. The Confederates obtain à com- 
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plete vickory at Hochſtadt. & XVIII. Siege of 
Landau. & XIX. The Duke of Marlborough re- 
turns to England. & XX. State of the war in 
different parts of Europe. XXI. Campaign in Por- 
tegal. XXII. Sir George Rooke takes Gibraltar. 
XXIII. And worſts the French fleet in à battle 
off Malaga. & XXIV. Sefton of Parliament in 
England. & XXV. An ad of Alienation paſſed 


- againſt the Scots. & XXVI. Manor of Woodſtock 


granted to the Duke of Marlborough. & XXVII. 
Diſputes between the.two Houſes on the ſubjed of the 
Ayleſbury conſtables. N XXVIII. The Parliament 
diſſokved. & XXIX. Proceedings in the Parliament 
of Scotland. & XXX. They paſs an ad for a treaty 
of union with England. \XXXI. Difference between 
the Parliament and Convocation in Ireland. \XXXII, 
Fruitleſs campaign on the Moſelle. \ III. 
The Duke of Marlborough forces the French lines in 
Brabant. \ XXXIV. He is prevented by the de- 
uties of the States from attacking the French army. 
XXXV. He viſits the Imperial court of Vienna. 

Jd XXXVI. Sate of the war on tie Upper Rhine, 
mn Hungary, Piedmont, Portugal, and Poland. 
$ XXXVII. Sir Thomas Dilkes deſtroys part of the 


French fleet, and relieves Gibraltar. XVIII. 
Nie Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudęſley Shovel 


reduce Barcelona. \ XIX. The Earls ſur- 
prifing progreſs in Spain. & XL. New Parliament 
in England. & XII. Bill for a Regency in caſe of 


the Queen's deceaſe. & XLII. Debates in the Houſe 


of Lords upon the ſuppoſed danger to which the 
church was expoſed. 1 XIIII. The Parhiamene 


 prorogued. Diſputes in the Convocation. XIIV. 


Conferences opened for a treaty of union with Scat- 


and. XIV. Sabſtance of the treaty. 
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$ I. V THEN the Parliament met in October, ca AP. 


the Queen in her ſpeech took notice of VIII. 


the declaration by the Duke of Savoy, and the 
treaty with Portugal, as circumſtances 2 
to the alliance. She told them, that although no 
proviſion was made for the expedition to Liſbon, 
and the augmentatioa of the land- forces, the funds 
had anſwered ſo well, and the produce of prizes been 
ſo conſiderable, that the publick had not run in 
debt by thoſe additional ſervices: that ſhe had 
contributed out of her own revenue to the ſup- 
port of the circle of Suabia, whoſe firm adherence 
to the intereſt of the Allies deſerved her ſeaſon- 
able aſſiſtance. She ſaid, the would not engage in 
any unneceſſary expence of her own, that ſhe 
might have the more to ſpare towards the eaſe 
of her ſubjects. She recommended _ diſpatch and 
union, and earneſtly exhorted them to avoid any 
heats or diviſions that might give encouragement to 
the common enemies of the Church and State. Not- 
withſtanding this admonition, and the addreſſes of 
both Houſes, in which they promiſed to avoid all 
diviſions, a motion was made in the Houſe of Com- 
mons for renewing the bill againſt occaſional con- 
formity, and carried by a great majority. In the 
new draft, however, the penalties were lowered, 
and the ſevereſt clauſes mitigated. As the Court no 
longer intereſted itſelf in the ſucceſs of this meaſure, 
the Houſe was pretty equally divided with reſpect 
to the ſpeakers, and the debates on each fide were 
maintained with equal ſpirit and ability: at length 
it paſſed, and was ſent up to the Lords, who hand- 
led it ſtill more ſeverely. It was oppoſed by a ſmall 
majority of the Biſhops, and particularly by Burnet 
of Sarum, who declaimed againſt it, as a ſcheme 
of the Papiſts to ſet the Church and Proteſtants at 
variance. It was ſucceſſively attacked by the Duke 
of Devonſhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lords 
Haverſham, Mohun, Ferrars, and Wharton. Prince 
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Book George of Denmark abſented himſelf from the 
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Houſe; and the queſtion being put for a ſecond 
reading, it was carried in the negative; yet the 
Duke of Marlborough and Lord Godolphin entered 
their diſſent againſt its being rejected, though the 
former had poflitively declared, that he thought 
the bill unſeaſonable. The Commons having pe- 
ruſed a copy of the treaty with Portugal, voted forty 
thouſand men, including five thouſand marines, for 
the ſea ſervice of the enjuing year; and a like num- 
ber of land forces, to act in conjunction with the 
Allies, beſides the additional ten thouſand : they 
likewite refolved, That the proportion to be em- 
ployed in Portugal ſhould amount to eight thouſand. 
Sums were granted for the maintenance of theſe 
great armaments, as well as for the ſubſidies payable 
to her Majeſty's Allies; and funds appointed equal 
to the occaſion. Then they aflured the Queen, in 


- an addreſs, that they would provide for the ſupport 


of ſuch alliances as ſhe had made, or ſhould make, 


with the Duke of Savoy. 


$ II. At this period the nation was alarmed by the 
detection of a conſpiracy ſaid to be hatched by the 
Jacobites of Scotland. Simon Fraſer Lord Lovat, 
a man of deſperate enterpriſe, profound diſſimula- 
tion, abandoned morals, and ruined fortune, who 
had been outlawed for having raviſhed a ſiſter of 
the Marquis of Athol, was the perſon to whom the 
plot ſeems to have owed its origin. He repaired 
to the Court of St. Germain's, where he undertook 
to aſſemble a body of twelve thouſand Highlanders 


to act in favour of the Pretender, if the Court of 


France would aſſiſt them with a ſmall reinforcement 
of troops, together with officers, arms, ammunition, 
and money. The French King ſeemed to liſten to 
the propoſal ; but, as Fraſer's character was infa- 
mous, he doubted his veracity. He was, therefore, 
ſent back to Scotland with two other perſons, who 
were inſtructed to learn the ſtrength and Ce” 
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of the clans, and endeavour to engage ſome of thec HA p. 
nobility in the deſign of an inſurrection. Fraſer no. 
ſooner returned, than he privately diſcovered the 150. 


whole tranſaction to the Duke of Queentberry, and 
undertook to make him acquainted with the whole 
correſpondence between the Pretender and the 
Jacobites. In conſequence of this ſervice he was 
provided with a paſs, to ſecure him from all proſe- 
cution; and made a progreſs through the High- 
lands, to ſound the inclination of the chieftains. 
Before he ſet out on this circuit, he delivered to 
the Duke a letter from the Queen Dowager at St. 
Germain's, directed to the Marquis of Athol : it 
was couched in general terms, and ſuperſcribed in 
a different character; ſo that, in all probability, 
Fraſer had forged the direction, with a view to ruin 
the Marquis, who had proſecuted him for the injury 
done to his ſiſter. He propoſed a ſecond journey 
to France, where he ſhould be able to diſcover other 
more material circumſtances ; and the Duke of 
Queenſberry procured a paſs for him to go to Hol- 
land from the Earl of Nottingham, though it was 
expedited under a borrowed name. The Duke had 
communicated his diſcovery to the. Queen, without 
diſcloſing his name, which he deſired might be 
concealed : her Majeſty believed the particulars, 
which were confirmed by her ſpies at Paris, as well 
as by the evidence of Sir John Maclean, who had 
lately been convoyed from France to England in 
an open boat, and apprehended at Falkſtone. This 
gentleman pretended at {irit, that his intention was 
to go through England to his own country, in order 
to take the benefit of the Queen's pardon ; and this, 
in all probability; was his real deſign; but being 
given to underſtand that he would be treated in 
England as a traitor, unleſs he ſhould merit for- 
giveneſs, by making important diſcoveries, he re- 
lated all he knew of the propoſed inſurrection. 
From his informations the miniſtry gave ps 
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BOOK for apprehending one Keith, whoſe uncle had ac- 


— 


companied Fraſer from France, and knew all the 
intrigues of the Court of St. Germain's. He de- 


clared, that there was no other deſign on foot, ex- 


cept that of paving the way for the Pretender's 
aſcending the throne after the Queen's deceaſe. 
Ferguſon, that veteran conſpirator, affirmed that 
Fraſer had been employed by the Duke of Queenſ- 
berry to decoy ſome perſons whom he hated into a 
conſpiracy, that he might have an opportunity to 
effect their ruin; and by the diſcovery eſtabliſh his 
own credit, which began to totter. Perhaps there 
was too much reaſon for this imputation. Among 
thoſe who were ſeized at this time was a gentle- 
man of the name of Lindſay, who had been under- 
ſecretary to the Earl of Middleton. He had re- 
turned from France to Scotland, in order to take 
the benefit of the Queen's pardon, under the ſhelter 
of which he came to England, thinking himſelf 
ſecure from proſecution. He proteſted he knew of 
no deſigns againſt the Queen or her government; 
and that he did not believe ſhe would ever receive 
the leaſt injury or moleſtation from the Court of 
St. Germain's. The Houſe of Lords having re- 
ceived intimation of this conſpiracy, reſolved, That 
a Committee ſhould be appointed to examine into 
the particulars; and ordered, That Sir John Mac- 
lean ſhould be next day brought to their Houſe. 
The Queen, who was far from being pleaſed with 
this inſtance of their officious interpoſition, gave 
them to underſtand by meſſage, that ſhe thought it 
would be inconvenient to 5 — the method of 
examination already begun; and that ſhe would in 
2 ſhort time inform the Houſe of the whole affair. 
On the ſeventeenth day of December the Queen 
went to the Houſe of Peers, and having paſſed the 
bill for the land-tax, made a ſpeech to both Houſes, 
in which ſhe declared, that ſhe had unqueſtionable 
information of ill practices and deſigns carried on 
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by the emiſſaries of France in Scotland. The Lords c HAP. 
perſiſting in their reſolution to bring the inquiry XIII., 
mto their own Houſe, choſe their ſelect committee 1303. 
by ballot ; and in an addreſs, thanked her Majeſty 

for the information ſhe had been pleaſed to commu- 

nicate. 

III. The Commons taking it for granted that 
the Queen was diſobliged at theſe proceedings of 
the Upper Houſe, which, indeed, _—_— an in- 
ſult upon her miniſtry, if not upon herſelf, pre- 
ſented an addreſs, declaring themſelves ſurprized to 
1 find, that when perſons ſuſpected of treaſonable 
ö practices were taken into cuſtody by her Majeſty's 
\ meſſengers, in order to be examined, the Lords, 
in violation to the known laws of the land, had 
wreſted them out of her hands, and arrogated the 
examination ſolely to themſelves ; ſo that a due in- 
quiry into the evil practices and deſigns againſt her 
Majeſty's perſon and government might, in a great 
meaſure, be obſtructed. They earneſtly deſired, 
that ſhe would ſuffer no diminution of the preroga- 
tive ; and they aflured her they would to the ut- 
moſt of their power, ſupport her in the exerciſe of 
it at home, as well as in afferting it againſt all in- 
vaſions whatfoever. The Queen thanked them for 
their concern and aſſurances ; and was not ill plea- 
ſed at the nature of the addreſs, though the charge 
againſt the Peers was not ſtrictly true; for there 
were many inſtances of their having aflumed ſuch 
a right of inquiry. The Upper Houſe deeply 
reſented the accuſation. They declared, that by 
the known laws and cuſtoms of Parliament, they 
had an undoubted right to take examinations of 
perſons charged with criminal matters, ' whether 
thoſe perſons were, or were not in cuſtody. They 
reſolved, That the addreſs of the Commons was 
unparliamentary, groundleſs, without precedent, 
highly injurious to the Houſe of Peers, tending to 
interrupt the good correſpondence between the two 

' Houſes, 
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the Houſe of Peers, of dangerous conſequence to 


Nez, the liberties of the People, the conſtitution of the 


kingdom, and privileges of Parliament. They pre- 
ſented a long remonſtrance to the Queen, juſtifying 
their own conduct, explaining the ſteps they had 
taken, recriminating upon the Commons, and ex- 
preſſing the moſt fervent zeal, duty, and affection 


to her Majeſty. In her anſwer to this repreſentation 
which was drawn up with elegance, propriety, and 


preciſion, ſhe profeſſed her ſorrow for the miſunder- 
ſtanding which had happened between the two 
Houtes of Parliament, and thanked them 'for the 
concern they had expreſſed for the rights of the 
Crown and the Prerogative ; which ſhe ſhould never 
exert ſo willingly as for the good of her ſubjects, and 


the protection of their liberties. 


I IV. Among other perſons ſeized on the coaſt of 
Suſſex, on their landing from France, was one 
Boucher, who had been aide-du-camp to the Duke 
of Berwick. This man, when examined, denied all 
knowledge of any conſpiracy : he ſaid, that being 
weary of living ſo long abroad, and having made 
ſome unſucceſsful attempts to obtain a paſs, he had 
choſen rather to caſt himſelf on the Queen's mercy, 
than to remain longer in exile from his native coun- 
try. He was tried and condemned for high-treaſon, 
— continued to declare himſelf ignorant of the plot. 

e proved, that in the war of Ireland, as well as in 
Flanders, he had treated the Engliſh priſoners with 
eat humanity. The Lords deſiſted from the pro- 
ecution ; he obtained a-reprieve, and died in New- 
gate. On the — das of January the Earl 
of Nottingham told the Houſe, that the Queen had 
commanded him to lay before them the papers con- 
taining all the particulars hitherto diſcovered of the 
conſpiracy in Scotland; but that there was one cir- 
cumſi ance which could not yet be properly commu- 
nicated, without running the riſque of preyenting a 
4051 3 f © diſcovery 
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diſcovery of greater importance. They forthwith c 1. Ar. 
drew up and preſented an addreſs, deſiring, that all XIII. 
the papers might be immediately ſubmitted to their 150. 


inſpection. The Queen {aid ſhe did not expect to 
be preſſed in this manner immediately after the de- 
claration ſhe had made: but in a few days the Earl 
of Nottingham delivered the papers ſealed, to the 
Houſe, and all the Lords were ſummoned to attend 
on the eighth day of February, that they might be 
opened and peruſed. Nottingham was ſuſpected of 
a deſign to ſtifle the conſpiracy. Complaint was 
made in the Houſe of Commons, that he had diſ- 
charged an officer belonging to the late King James, 
who had been ſeized by the Governor of Berwick. 
A warm debate enſued, and at length ended 1n a re- 
ſolve, That the Earl of Nottingham, one of her 
Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, for his great 
ability and diligence in the execution of his office, 
for his unqueſtionable fidelity to the Queen and her 
Government, and for his ſteady adherence to the 
Church of England as by law eſtabliſhed, highly 
merited the truft her Majeſty had repoſed in him, 
They ordered the Speaker to preſent this reſolution 
to the Queen, who ſaid, ſhe was glad to find them 
ſo well ſatisfied with the Earl of Nottingham, who 
was truſted by her in ſo conſiderable an office. They 
eruſed the examinations of the witneſſes which were 
laid before them, without paſſing judgment, or of- 
fering advice on the ſubject: but they thanked her 
Majeſty for having communicated thoſe particulars, 
as well as for her wiſdom and care of the nation. 
When the Lords proceeded with uncommon eager- 
neſs in their inquiry, the Lower Houſe, in another 
addreſs, renewed their complaints againſt the con- 
duct of the Peers, which they ſtill affirmed was 
without a precedent. But this was the language of 
irritated faction, by which indeed both ſides were 
equally actuated. | | 
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BOOK & V. The ſelect committee of the Lords proſe- 
— 


cuted the inquiry, and founded their report chiefly 
on the confeſſion of Sir John Maclean, who owned 
that the Court of St. Germain's had liſtened to Lo- 
vat's propoſal: that ſeveral councils had been held 
at the Pretender's court on the ſubject of an inva- 
lion; and that perſons were ſent over to ſound ſome 


of the nobility in Scotland. But the nature of their 


private correſpondence and negotiation could not 
be diſcovered. Keith had tampered with his uncle 
to diſcloſe the whole ſecret ; and this was the cir- 
cumſtance which the Queen declined imparting to 
the Lords, until ſhe ſhould know the ſucceſs of his 
endeavours, which proved ineffectual. The Uncle 
ſiood aloof ; and the miniſtry did not heartily engage 
in the inquiry. The Houſe of Lords having finiſhed 
theſe examinations, and being warmed with violent 
debates, voted, That there had been dangerous plots 


between ſome perſons in Scotland and the Courts of 


France and St. Germain's ; and, That the encou- 


ragement for this plotting aroſe from the not ſettling 


the ſucceſſion to the Crown of Scotland in the Houſe 
of Hanover. Theſe votes were ſignified to the 
Queen in an addreſs ; and they promiſed, that when 
the ſucceſſion ſhould be thus ſettled, they would en- 
deavour to promote the union of the two kingdoms 
upon juſt and reaſonable terms. Then they com- 
poſed another repreſentation, in anſwer to the ſecond 
addreſs of the Commons touching their proceed- 
ings. They charged the Lower Houſe with want of 
zeal in the whole progreſs of this inquiry. 'They 
produced a great number of precedents, to prove 
that their conduct had been regular and parliamen- 
tary ; and they, in their turn, accuſed the Commons 
of partiality and injuſtice in vacating legal elections. 
The Queen, in anſwer to this remonſtrance, ſaid, 
ſne looked upon any miſunderſtanding between the 
two Houſes as a very great misfortune to the king- 
dom; and that. ſhe ſhould never omit any thing 

in 
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future. 

$ VI. The Lords and Commons, animated by 
ſuch oppoſite principles, ſeized every opportunity 
of thwarting each other. An action having been 
brought by one Matthew Aſhby againſt William 
White, and the other Conſtables of Ayleſbury, for 
having denied him the privilege of voting in the 
laſt election, the cauſe was tried at the aſſizes, and 
the conſtables were caſt with damages. But an or- 
der was given in the Queen's Bench to quaſh all the 
proceedings, ſince no action had ever been brought 
on that account. The cauſe being moved by writ 

of error into the Houſe of Lords, was argued with 
great warmth : at length it was carried by a great 
majority, that the order of the Queen's Bench ſhould 
be ſet aſide, and judgment pronounced according 
to the verdict given at the aſſizes. The Commons 
confidered theſe proceedings as encroaching on their 
privileges. They paſſed five different reſolutions, 
importing, that the Commons of England in Par- 
liament aſſembled had the ſole right to examine and 
determine all matters relating to the nght of election 


of their own' members: That the practice of deter- 


mining the qualifications of electors in any court of 
law would expoſe all Mayors, Bailiffs, and returning 
Officers, to a multiplicity of vexatious ſuits, and in- 
ſupportable expences, and ſubject them to different 


and independent juriſdictions, as well as to incon- 


ſiſtent determinations in the ſame caſe, without re- 


lief: That Matthew Aſhby was guilty of a breach of 


privilege, as were all Attornies, Solicitors, Counſel- 
lors, and Serjeants at Law, ſoliciting, proſecuting, or 
pleading in any caſe of the ſame nature. Theſe re- 
lolutions, figned by the clerk, were fixed upon the 
te of Weſtminſter- hall. On the other hand, the 
rds appointed a committee to draw up a ſtate of 
the caſe; and, upon their report, reſolved, That 
fvery perſon being wilfully hindered to exerciſe = 
*— ngnt 


11 
in her power to prevent all occaſions of them for the c H A p. 


VIII. 
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i BO © Kright of voting, might maintain an action in the 
N I. Queen's courts agamſt the officer by whom his vote 
| mould be refuſed, to aſſert his right, and recover 

damage for the injury: That an aſſertion to the con- 

[ trary was deſtructive of the property of the ſubjects, 

0 againſt the freedom of elections, and maniteſily 

tended to the encouragement of partiality and cor- 

4 ruption : That the declaring of Matthew Aſhby 
N guilty of a breach of privilege of the Houſe of Com- 

mons was an unprecedented attempt upon the judi- 
cature of Parliament, and an attempt to ſubject the 
law of England to the votes of the Houte of Com- 
mons. Copies of the caſe, and theſe reſolutions, 
were ſent by the Lord-keeper to all the Sheriffs of 
England, to be circulated through all the boroughs 
of their reſpective counties. 
$ VII. On the ſeventh day of February, the Queen 
ordered ſecretary Hedges to tell the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that ſhe had remitted the arrears of the tenths 
to the poor clergy : that ſhe would grant her whole 
revenue ariſing out of the firſ(t-fruits and tenths, as 
far as it ſhould become free from incumbrance, as 
an augmentation of their maintenance: that if the 
U Houſe of Commons could find any method by which 
[ her intentions to the poor clergy might be made 
U more effectual, it would be an advantage to the 
j Publick, and acceptable to her Majeſty. The Com- 

1 mons immediately brought in a bill, enabling her 
| to alienate this branch of the revenue, and create a 

1 corporation by charter, to direct the application of 

1 | it to the uſes propoſed : they hkewiſe repealed the 

|| {ſtatute of Mortmain, ſo far as to allow all men to 

1 bequeath by will, or grant by deed, any ſum they 
ſhould think fit to give towards the augmentation 
| of benefices. Addrefles of thanks and acknow- 

| ledgement from all the clergy of England were pre- 

| fented to the Queen for her- gracious bounty : but 
very little regard was paid to Burnet, Biſhop of Sa- 

rum, although the Queen declared that Prelate 8. 
2 thor 
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thor of the project. He was generally hated, eitherc HAP. 


as a Scot, a Low- churchman, or a meddling Par- 
tiſan. | 

VIII. In March an inquiry into the condition 
of the Navy was begun in the Houſe of Lords. They 
deſired the Queen in an addreſs to give ſpeedy and 
effectual orders, that a number of ſhips ſufficient for 
the home ſervice ſhould be equipped. and manned 
with all poſſible expedition. They reſolved, That 
Admiral Graydon's not attacking the four French 
ſhips in the Channel had been a 2 to the 
Queen's ſervice, and a diſgrace to the nation: That 
his preſſing men in Jamaica, and his ſeverity towards 
maſters of merchant veſſels and tranſports, had been 
a great diſcouragement to the inhabitants of that 
iſland, as well as prejudicial to her Majeſty's ſervice; 
and they preſented an addreſs againſt him, in con- 


ſequence of which he was diſmiſſed. They exa- . 


mined the accounts of the Earl of Orford, againſt 
which great clamour had been raiſed ; and taking 
cognizance of the remarks made by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the publick accounts found them falſe in 
fact, il|l-grounded, and of no importance. The Com- 
mons beſought the Queen to order a proſecution on 
account of ill practices in the Earl of Ranelagh's 
office: and they ſent up to the Lords a bill for con- 
tinuing the commiſſion on the publick accounts. 
Some alterations were made in the Upper Houſe, 
eſpecially in the nomination of Commiſſioners ; but 
theſe were rejected by the Commons. The Peers 
adhering to their amendments, the bill dropped, and 
the commiſſion expired. No other bill of any con- 
ſequence paſſed in this ſeſſion, except an act for 
raiſing recruits, which empowered Juſtices of the 
Peace to impreſs idle perſons for ſoldiers and ma- 


rines. On the third day of April the Queen went to 


the Houſe of Peers, and having made a ſhort ſpeech 
on the uſual topicks of acknowledgement, unity, and 


moderation, prorogued the Parliament to the fourth 
| | day 
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B OO k day of July. The diviſion ſtill continued between 


I. 


| 1703. 


the two Houſes of Convocation ; ſo that nothing of 
moment was tranſacted in that afſembly, except their 
addreſs to the Queen upon her granting the firſt- 
fruits and tenths tor the augmentation of {mall bene- 
fices. At the ſame time, the Lower Houſe ſent 
their Prolocutor with a deputation to wait upon the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to return their 
thanks to that honourable Houfe for having eſpouſed 
the intereſt of the clergy ; and to aſſure them that 
the Convocation would purſue ſuch methods as might 
beſt conduce to the *ſupport, honour, intereſt, and 
ſecurity of the Church as now by law eſtabliſhed. 
They ſent up to the Archbiſhop and Prelates divers 
repreſentations, containing complaints, and propoting 
canons and articles of reformation : but very little 
regard was paid to their remonſtrances. 

I IX. About this period the Earl of Nottingham, 
after having ineffectually preſſed the Queen to diſcard 
the Dukes of Somerſet and Devonſhire, reſigned 
the ſeals. The Earl of Jerſey and Sir Edward 


Seymour were diſmiſſed : the Earl of Kent was ap- 


eee, Chamberlain, Harley Secretary of State, and 
enry St. John Secretary of War. The diſcovery of 
the Scottiſh conſpiracy was no ſooner known in 
France, than Louis ordered Fraſer to be impriſoned 
in the Baſtile. In England, Lindſay being ſentenced 
to die for having correſponded with France, was 
given to underſtand that he had no mercy to expect, 
unleſs he would diſcover the conſpiracy. He per- 


"ſiſted in denying all — of any ſuch conſpi- 


racy; and ſcorned to ſave his life by giving falſe 
information. In order to intimidate him into a con- 
feſfion, the miniſtry ordered him to be conveyed to 
Tyburn, where he ſtill rejected life upon the terms 
propoſed : then he was carried back to Newgate, 


where he remained ſome years: at length he was 
baniſhed, and died of hunger in Holland. The 


miniſters had been ſo lukewarm and languid in the in- 
| veſtigation 
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veſtigation of the Scottiſh conſpiracy, that the Wligs c HAP. 
loudly exclaimed againſt them as diſguiſed Jacobites, III. 
and even whiſpered inſinuations, implying, that the 1503. 
Queen herſelf had a ſecret bias of ſiſterly affection 

for the Court of St. Germain's. What ſeemed to 
confirm this allegation, was the diſgrace of the Duke 

of Queenſberry, who had exerted himſelf with re- 
markable zeal in the detection: but the decline 


of his intereſt in Scotland was the real cauſe of his 


being laid aſide at this juncture. 

X. The deſign of the Court was to procure in 
the Scottiſh Parliament the nomination of a ſucceſſor 
to the Crown, and a ſupply for the forces, which 
could not be obtained in the preceding ſeſſion. Se- 
cretary Johnſton, in concert with the Marquis of 
Tweedale, undertook to carry theſe points, in return 
for certain limitations on the ſucceſſor, to which her 
Majeſty agreed. The Marquis was appointed Com- Burner. 
miſſioner. The office of Lord-regiſter was beſtowed Hilt. of 
upon Johnſton ; and the Parliament met on the ſixth pe, veres 
day of July. The Queen, in her letter, expreſſed Lockhart, 
her concern that theſe diviſions ſhould have riſen OE men 
ſuch a height, as to encourage the enemies of the Lives of 
nation to employ their emiflaries for debauching herth* Admi- 
good ſubjecis from their allegiance. She declared voltaire. 
her reſolution to grant whatever could in reaſon be Hiſt. of 
demanded for quieting the minds of the people. Hiloly of 
She told them, the had empowered the Marquis of theDokeof 
Tweedale to give unqueſtionable proofs of her de- ute 
termination to maintain the government in Church , 
and State as by law eſtabliſhed in that kingdom; to ® 
conſent to ſuch laws as ſhould be found wanting for 
the further ſecurity of both, and for preventing all 
encroachments for the future. She earneſtly ex- An. 1704. 
horted them to ſettle the ſucceſſion in the Proteſtant 
line, as a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary for their own peace 
and happineſs, the quiet and ſecurity of all her do- 
minions, the reputation of her affairs abroad, and 
the improvement of the Proteſtant intereſt through 
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B O © Kall Europe. She declared, that ſhe had authorized 


the Commiſſioners to give the Royal aſſent to what- 


$704: —ever could be reaſonably demanded, and was in her 


power to grant, for fecuring the ſovereignty and 
liberties of that her ancient kingdom. The remain- 
ng part of the letter turned upon the neceſſity of 
their granting a ſupply, the diſconragement of vice, 
the encouragement of commerce, and the uſual re- 
commendation of moderation and unanimity. 

S XI. The Duke of Hamilton preſented a reſolve, 
That the Parliament would not name a ſucceſſor to 
the Crown ; .until the Scots ſhould have concluded a 
previous treaty with England, in relation to com- 
merce and other concerns. This motion produced 
a warm debate, in the conrſe of which Fletcher of 
Salton, expatiated upon the hardſhips and miſeries 
which the Scots had ſuſtained ſince the union of the 
two Crowns under one Sovereign, and the -impoſfi- 
bility of bettering their condition, unleſs they ſhould 
take care to anticipate” any deſign that tended to a 
continuation of the fame calamities. Another re- 
folve was produced by the Earl of Rothes, import- 
ing, That the Parliament ſhould proceed to make 
ſuch limitations and conditions of the ee as 
might be judged proper for OY ing the conſtitu- 
2 for vitdicating” and ſecuring the ſovereignty 
and independency of the nation; and that then 
Parliament would take into conſideration the other 
reſolve . offered by the Duke of Hamilton, for a 
treaty previous to the nomination of a ſucceſſor. 

This propoſal was ſeconded by the Court party, and 
viglent heats enfued. At length, Sir James Falconer, 
of Pheſdo, offered an expedient, which neither 
party could refufe with any ſhow of moderatton. 

e ſuggeſted a reſolve, That the Parhament would 
not proceed to the nomination of a ſucceſſor, until 
the previous treaty with England fhould be diſcuſſed; 
and that it would make the neceflary limitations and 
conditions of government, before the ſueceſſor 8 
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be nominated. This joint-reſolve, being = to thec H AP. 
vote, was carried by a great majority. e treat : 
with England was . and the affair of ch DD 
ſucceſſion conſequently poſtponed. The Duke of 
Athol moved, That her Majeſty ſhould be deſired 
to ſend down the witneſſes and all the papers relating 
to the conſpiracy, that, after due examination, thoſe 
who were unjuſtly accuſed might be vindicated, and 
the guilty puniſhed according to their demerits. The 
Commiſſioner declared, that he had already written, 
and would write again to the Queen on that ſubject. 
The intention of the Cavaliers was to convict the 
Duke of Queenſberry of malice and calumny in the 
proſecution of that affair, that they might wreak 
their vengeance upon him for that inſtance of his 
animoſity, as well as for his having deſerted them in 
the former ſeſſion. He found means, however, to 
perſuade the 82 that ſuch an inquiry would not 
only protract the ſeſſion, but alſo divert them from 
the ſettlement of the ſucceſſion, and raiſe ſuch a fer- 
ment as might be productive of tragical conſe- 
quences. Alarmed at theſe ſuggeſtions, ſhe reſolved 
to prevent the examination; and gave no anſwer to 
the repeated applications made by her Parliament 

and miniſters. Meanwhile the Duke of Queenſberry 
appeaſed his enemies in Scotland, by directing all his 
friends to join in the oppoſition. 
$ XII. The Duke of Hamilton again moved, 
That the Parliament ſhould proceed to the limita- 
tions, and name Commiſſioners to treat with Eng- 
land, previous to all- other buſineſs, except an act 
for a land-tax of two months, neceſſary for the im- 
mediate ſubſiſtence of the forces. 'The Earl of 
Marchmont propoſed an act to exclude all Popiſh 
ſucceflors : but this was warmly oppoſed, as unſeaſon- 
able, by Hamilton and his party. A bill of ſup- 
ply being offered by the Lord Juſtice Clerk, the 
Cavaliers tacked to it great part of the Act of Secu- 
rity, to which the Royal aſſent had been refuſed in 
voL. II. Gs the 
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B OO Kthe former ſeſſion. Violent debates aroſe ; ſo that 
I. the Ilouſe was filled with rage and tumult. The 
national ſpirit of independence had been wrought 
up to a dangerous pitch of enthuſiaſm. The ſtreets 
were crowded with people of all ranks, exclaiming 
againſt Engliſh influence; and threatening to ſa- 
criſice as traitors to their country, all who ſhould 
embrace meaſures that ſeemed to favour a foreign 
F intereſt. The Commiſſioner and his friends were 
# confounded and appalled. Finding it umpoſlible 
b to ſtem the torrent, he, with the concurrence of the 
| other miniſters, wrote a letter to the Queen, repre- 
| ſenting the uncomfortable ſituation of affairs, and 
adviſing her Majeſty to pals the bill, encumbered as 
it was with the Act of Security. Lord Godolphin, 
| on whoſe council ſhe chiefly relied, found himſelf 
involved 1n great perplexity. The Tones had de- 
voted him to deſtruction. He foreſaw that the 
Queen's conceſſion to the Scots in an affair of ſuch 
conſequence, would furniſh his enemies with a plau- 
ſible pretence to arraign the conduct of her miniſter : 
but he choſe to run that riſque, rather than ſee the 
army diſbanded for want of a ſupply, and the king- 
dom left expoſed to 'an invaſion. He, therefore, 
ſeconded the advice of the Scottiſh miniſters ; and 
the Queen authoriſed the Commiſſioner to paſs the 
| bill that was depending. The act provided, That 
in caſe of the Queen's dying without Hue a Parlia- 
ment ſhould immediately meet, and declare the 
ſucceſſor to the Crown, different from the perſon 
poſſeſſing the throne of England, unleſs before that 
period a ſettlement ſhould be made in Parliament 
of the rights and liberties of the nation, indepen- A 
dent of Engliſh councils : by another clauſe, they 3 
were empowered to arm and train the ſubjects, ſo b 
as to put them in a poſture of defence. The Scot- 
tiſh Parliament, having, by a laudable exertion of 
1 ſpirit, obtained this act of Security, granted the 
I' lupply without further heſitation ; but, not yet = 
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tisfied with this ſacrifice, they engaged in debates CH AP. 


about the ur apy + and the proceedings of the VIII. 


Houſe of Lords in England, which they termed an 
officious intermeddling in their concerns, and an en- 
croachment upon the 1overeignty and independency 
of the nation. They drew up an addreſs to the 
Queen, deſiring that the evidence and papers rela- 
ting to the plot might be ſubjected to their examina- 
tion in the next ſeſſion. Meanwhile, the Com- 
miſſioner, dreading the further progreſs of ſuch an 
ungovernable ferocity, prorogued the Parliament to 
the ſeventh day of October. The Act of Security 
being tranſnutted to England, copies of 1t were cir- 
culated by the enemies of Godolphin, who repreſent- 
ed it as a meaſure of that miniſter; and the king- 
dom was filled with murmurs and diſcontent. People 
openly declared, that the two kingdoms were 


now ſeparated by law, ſo as never to be rejoined.. 


Reports were ſpread, that great quantities of arms 
had been conveyed to Scotland, and that the natives 
were employed in preparations to invade England. 
All the blame of theſe tranſactions was imputed to 
Lord Godolphin, whom the Tories determined to 
attack, while the other party reſolved to exert their 
whole influence, for his preſervation : yet, in all 
probability, he owed his immediate ſupport to the 
ſucceſs of his friend the Duke of Marlborough. 
XIII. Nothing could be more deplorable than 
the ſituation to which the Emperor was reduced in 
the beginning of the ſeaſon. The malcontents in 
Hungary had rendered themſelves formidable by 


their ſucceſs : the Elector of Bavaria poſſeſſed all the 


places on the Danube, as far as Paſſau, and even 
threatened the city of Vienna, which mutt have been 
infallibly loſt, had the Hungarians and Bavarians 
acted in concert. By the advice of Prince Eugene, 
the Emperor implored the affiſtance of her Britan- 
nick Majeſty; and the Duke of Marlborough ex- 
plained to her the neceſſity of undertaking his _ 
| 62 115 
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J. the fea to Holland, and concerted a ſcheme with 
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the deputies of the States-General for the operations 
of the enſuing campaign. They agreed, that Gene- 
ral Auverquerque ſhould he upon the defenſive with 
a ſmall body of troops in the Netherlands, while the 
main army of the Allies ſhould act upon the Rhine, 
under the command of the Duke of Marlborough. 
Such was the pretext under which this conſummate 
General concealed another plan, which was commu- 
nicated to a few only, in whoſe diſcretion he could 
confide. It was approved by the Penſionary and 
ſome leading men, who ſecured its favourable re- 
ception with the States-General, when it became 
neceſſary to impart the ſecret to that numerous 
aſſembly. In the mean time, the preparations were 
made, on pretence of carrying the war to the banks 
of the Moſelle. | 
XIV. In the month of April, the Duke, ac- 
companied by his brother General Churchill, Lieu- 
tenant-General Lumley, the Earl of Orkney, and 
other officers of diſtinction, embarked for Holland, 
where he had a long conference with a deputation 
of the State, concerning a 1 of ſending a 
large army towards the Moſelle. The deputies of 
Zealand oppoſed this meaſure of ſending their troops 
to ſuch a diſtance ſo ſtrenuouſly, that the Duke was 
obliged to tell them, in plain terms, he had received 
orders to march thither with the Britiſh forces. He 
accordingly aſſembled his army at Maeſtricht; and 
on the eighth day of May began his march into 
Germany. The French imagined his intention was 
to begin the campaign with the fiege of Traerbach, 
and penetrate. into France along the Moſelle. In 
this perſuaſion they ſent a detachment to that river; 
and gave out that they intended to inveſt Huy, a 
pretence to which the Duke paid no regard, He 
continued his route by Bedburgh, Kerpenord, Kal- 


ſecken: he viſited the fortifications of Bonne, m 
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he received certain advice, that the recruits and re- HAP. 


inforcements for the French army in Bavaria had V! 


II. 


— 


joined the Elector at Villingen. He redoubled his 


diligence, paſſed the Neckar on the third of June, 
and halted at Ladenburgh : from thence he wrote a 
letter to the States-General, giving them to under- 
ſtand, that he had the Queen's orders to march to 
the relief of the empire ; and expreſſing his hope that 
they would approve the deſign, and allow their 
troops to ſhare the honour of the expedition. By 
the return of a courier he received their approbation, 
and full power to command their forces. He then 
proceeded to Mildenheim, where he was viſited by 
Prince Eugene; and theſe two great men, whoſe 
talents were congenial, immediately contracted an 
intimacy of friendſhip. Next day Prince Louis of 
Baden arrived in the camp at Great Hippach. He 
told the Duke, his Grace was come to ſave the em- 
ire, and to give him an opportunity of vindicati 

is honour, which he knew was at the laſt ſtake in 
the opinion of ſome people. The Duke replied, he 
was come to learn of him how to ſerve the empire: 
that they muſt be ignorant indeed, who did not 
know that the Prince of Baden, when his health 
permitted him, had preſerved the empire, and ex- 
tended its conqueſts. | . 

yd XV. Thoſe three celebrated Generals agreed 
that the two armies ſhould join: that the command 
ſhould be alternately veſted in the Duke and Prince 


Louis, from day to day; and that Prince Eugene 


ſhould command a ſeparate army on the Rhine. 
Prince Louis returned to his army on the Danube: 
Prince Eugene ſet out for Philipſpurgh; the Duke 
of Marlborough being joined by the Imperial army 
under Prince Louis of Baden, at Waſtertellen, pro- 
ſecuted his march by Elchingen, Gingen, and Land- 
thauſſen. On the firſt day of July he was in fight 
's entrenchments at Dillingen, and 


of the enem | 
encamped with his right at Amerdighem, and = 
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og. 
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B o © Kleft at Onderingen. Underſtanding that the Elector 
I. of Bavaria had detached the beſt part of his infantry 
1709, to reinforce the Count D'Arco, who was poſted 

behind ſtrong lines at Schellenberg near Donawert, 
he reſolved to attack their entrenchments without 
delay. On the ſecond day of July he advanced to- 
wards the enemy, and paſſed the river Wermitz : 
about five o'clock in the afternoon the attack was 
begun by the Engliſh and Dutch infantry, ſupported 
by the horſe and dragoons. They were very ſe- 
verely handled, and even obliged to give way, when 
Prince Lows, of Baden marching up, at the head of 
the Imperialiſts, to another part of the line, made 
a diverſion in their favour. After an obſtinate re- 
ſiſtance they forced the entrenchments, and the horſe 
entering with the infantry, fell ſo furiouſly upon the 
enemy, already diſordered, that they were routed 
with great ſlaughter. They fled with the utmoſt 
trepidation to Donawert and the Danube, leaving 
ſix thouſand men dead on the field of battle. The 
Confederates took ſixteen pieces of cannon, thirteen 
pair of colours, with all the tents and baggage. Yet 
the victory was dearly purchaſed ; ſome thouſands of 
the Allies were ſlain in the attack, including many 
gallant officers, among whom were the Generals 
Goor and Beinheim, and Count Stirum was mor- 
tally wounded. Next day the Bavarian garriſon 
abandoned Donawert, of which the Confederates 
took immediate poſſeſſion, while the Elector paſſed 
the Danube in his march to the river Leche, leſt 
the victors ſhould cut off his retreat to his own coun- 
try. The Confederates having crofled the Danube 
on ſeveral! bridges of pontoons, a detachment was 
{ent to paſs the Leche, and take poſt in the country 
of the Elector, who had retired under the cannon of 
Augſburgh. The garriſon of Neuburgh retiring to 

f Ingoldſtadt, the place was ſecured by the Confederates; 

1 and the Count de Frize was detached with nine bat- 

talions and fifteen ſquadrons to inveſt the 1 of 

ä Kain. 


1A 


Rain. Advice arriving from Prince Eugene, that c HA. 
the Mareſchals Villeroy and Tallard had paſſed the VIII. 
Rhine at Fort Kehl, with an army of five-and-forty 104. 


thouſand men, to ſuccour the Elector of Bavaria, 
the Generals of the Allies immediately detached 
Prince Maximilian of Hanover with thirty ſqua- 
drons of horſe, as a reinforcement to the Prince. In 
a few days Rain ſurrendered, and Aicha was taken 
by atlault. The Emperor no ſooner received a con- 
firmation of the viétory of Schellenberg, than he 
wrote a letter of acknowledgment to the Duke of 
Marlborough, and ordered Count Wratiflau to inti- 
mate his intention of inveſting him with the title of 
Prince of the Empire, which the Duke declined ac- 
cepting, until the Queen interpoſed her authority at 
the deſire of Leopold. 

XVI. The Allies advanced within a league of 
Augſburgh, and though they found the Elector of 


Bavaria too ſecurely poſted under the cannon of that 


city, to be diſlodged or attacked with any proſpect 
of ſucceſs, they encamped with Friedburgh in their 
centre, ſo as to cut off all communication between 
him and his dominions. The Duke of Marlborough 
having reduced him to this ſituation, propoſed very 
advantageous terms of peace, provided he would 
abandon the French intereſt, and join the imperi- 
aliſts in Italy. His ſubjects ſeeing themſelves at the 
mercy of the Allies, preſſed him to comply with theſe 
offers, rather than expoſe his country to ruin and 
deſolation. A negociation was begun, and he 
ſeemed ready to ſign the articles, when hearing that 
Mareſchal Tallard had paſſed the Black Foreſt, to 
join him with a great body of forces, he declared, 
that ſince the King of France had made ſuch power- 
ful efforts to ſupport him, he thought himſelf obliged 
in honour to continue firm in his alliance. The 
Generals of the Allies were ſo exaſperated at this diſ- 


appointment, that they ſent out detachments to ra- 


rage the country of Bavaria, as far as Munich: up- 
1 8 | wards 
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BO O K wards of three hundred towns, villages, and caſtles, 


were inhumanly deſtroyed, to the indelible diſgrace 
of thoſe who countenanced and conducted ſuch bar- 
barous practices. The Elector, ſhocked at theſe 
brutal proceedings, deſired, in a letter to the Duke 
of Marlborough, that a ſtop might be put to acts of 


violence ſo oppoſite to true glory. The anſwer he 


received, implied, that it was in his own power to 
bu an end to them by a ſpeedy accommodation. 
ncenſed at this reply, he declared, that ſince they 
had obliged him to draw the ſword, he would throw 
away the ſcabbard. The Duke and Prince Louis, 
finding it impracticable to attack the Elector in his 
ſtrong camp, reſolved to undertake the ſiege of In- 
goldſtadt, and for that purpoſe paſſed the Paer near 
the town of Schrobbenhauſen, where they encamped, 
with their left at Cloſterburgh. On the fifth day of 
Auguſt the Elector of Bavaria marched to Biberach, 
where he was joined by Tallard. He reſolved to 
paſs the Danube at Lawingen, to attack Prince 
Eugene, who had followed the French army from 
the lines of Bichi, and lay encamped at Hochſtadt. 
Next day, however, he made a motion that diſap- 
pointed the enemy. Nevertheleſs, they perſiſted in 
their deſign of paſſing the Danube, and encamping 
at Blenheim. Tbe Allies reſolved that Prince Louis 
ſhould undertake the ſiege of Ingoldſtadt, whilſt 
Prince Eugene and the Duke thould obſerve the 
Elector of Bavaria. Advice being received that he 
had actually croſſed the Danube at Lawingen, the 
Duke of Marlborough joined the forces of Prince 
Eugene at the camp of Munſter on the eleventh day 
of Auguſt, Prince Louis having by this time march- 
ed off towards the place he intended to beſiege. 
Next day the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eu- 
gene obſerved the poſture of the enemy, who were 
advantageouſly poſted on a hill near Hochſtadt, 
their right being covered by the Danube and the 
village of Blenheim, their left by the village of Lut- 


Ziengen, 


AN NE. 
zengen, and their front by a rivulet, the banks of c Hp. 


which were ſteep, and the bottom marſhy. 
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VIII. 


$ XVII. Notwithſtanding theſe difficulties, the 1 


Generals reſolved to attack them immediately, rather 
than lie inactive until their forage and proviſion 
ſnould be conſumed. They were moreover ſtimu- 
lated to this hazardous enterprize, by an intercepted 
letter to the Elector of Bavaria from Mareſchal Vil- 
leroy, giving him to underſtand, that he had re- 
ceived orders to ravage the country of Wirtemberg, 
and intercept all communication between the Rhine 
and the allied army. The diſpoſitions being made 
for the attack, and the orders communicated to the 
general officers, the forces advanced into the plain 
on the thirteenth day of Auguſt, and were ranged in 
order of battle. The cannonading began about nine 
in the morning, and continued on both ſides till one 
in the afternoon. The French and Bavarians 
amounted to about fixty thouſand men. Mareſchal 
Tallard commanded on the right, and poſted ſeven- 
and-twenty battalions, with twelve ſquadrons, in 


the village of Blenheim, ſuppoſing that there the 


Allies would make their chiet effort : their left was 
conducted by the Elector of Bavaria, aſſiſted by 
Marſin, a French General of experience and capa- 
city. The number of the Confederates did not ex- 
ceed five-and-fifty : their right was under the direc- 
tion of- Prince Eugene, and their left commanded 
by the Duke of Marlborough. At noon the action 
was begun by a body of Engliſh and Heſſians, under 
Major-General Wilkes, who having paſſed the rivu- 
let with difficulty, and filed off to the left in the face 
of the enemy, attacked the village of Blenheim with 
great vigour ; but were repulſed after three ſucceſſive 
attempts. Meanwhile the troops in the centre, and 
part of the right wing,. paſſed the rivulet on planks 
in different places; and formed on the other ſide 
without any moleſtation from the enemy. At length 
however, they were charged by the French gar 
Wit 
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BOOK with ſuch impetuoſity, and ſo terribly galled in flank 


I. 


1704. 


by the troops poſted at Blenheim, that they fell in 
diſorder, and part of them repaſſed the rivulet: but 
a reinforcement of dragoons coming up, the French 
cavalry were broke in their turn, and driven to the 
very hedges of the village of Blenheim. The left 
wing of the Confederates being now completely 
formed, aſcended the hill in a firm compacted body, 


charging the enemy's horſe, which could no longer 


ſtand their ground, but rallied ſeveral times as they 
re way. Tallard, in order to make a vigorous 
effort, ordered ten battalions to fill up the intervals 
of his cavalry. The Duke, percerving his deſign, 
ſent three battalions of the troops of Zell to ſuſtain 
his horſe. Nevertheleſs, the line was a little diſor- 
dered by the prodigious fire from the French infan- 
, and even obliged to recoil about ſixty paces : 
but the Confederates advancing to the charge with 
redoubled ardour, routed the French horſe; and 
their battalions being thus abandoned, were cut in 
3 Tallard, having rallied his broken cavalry 
ehind ſome tents that were ſtill ſtanding, reſolved 
to draw off the troops he had poſted in the village 
of Blenheim, and ſent an Aide-du-Camp to Marſin, 
who was with the Elector of Bavaria on the left, to 
deſire he would face the Confederates with ſome 
troops to the right of the village of Oberklau, ſo as 
to keep them in play, and favour the retreat of the 
forces from Blenheim. That officer aſſured him, he 
was ſo far from being in a condition to ſpare troops, 
that he could hardly maintain his ground. 'The 
fate of the day was now more than half decided, 
The French cavalry —_ vigorouſly attacked in 
flank were totally defeated. Part of them endea- 
voured to gain the bridge which they had thrown 
over the Danube between Hochſtadt and Blenheim 
but they were ſo cloſely purſued, that thoſe who 
eſcaped the ſlaughter threw themſelves into the river, 
where they periſned. Tallard, being furrounded, 
4 WAS 
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was taken near a mill behind the village of Sonde- c H Ap. 
ren, together with the Marquis de Montperouz, III. 


General of horſe, the Major-Generals de Seppeville, 
de Silly, de la Vahere, and many other officers of 
diſtinction. Whilſt theſe occurrences paſſed on the 
left wing, Marſin's quarters at the village of Oberk- 
lau, in the centre, were attacked by ten battalions, 
under the Prince of Holſtein- beck, who paſſed the 
rivulet with undaunted reſolution : but, before he 
could form his men on the other ſide, he was over- 
powered by numbers, mortally wounded, and taken 
priſoner. His battalions being ſupported by ſome 
Danith and Hanovenan cavalry, renewed the charge, 
and were again repulſed : at length the Duke of 
Marlborough in perſon brought up ſome freſh ſqua- 
drons from the body of reſerve, and compelled the 
enemy to retire. By this time Prince Eugene had 
obliged the left wing of the enemy to give ground, 
after having ſurmounted a great number of difficul- 
ties, ſuſtained a very obſtinate oppoſition, and ſeen 
his cavalry, in which his chief ſtrength ſeemed to lie, 
three times repulſed. The Duke of Marlborough 
had no ſooner defeated the nght wing, than he made 
a diſpoſition to reinforce the Prince, when he un- 
derſtood from an Aide-du-Camp, that his Highneſs 
had no occaſion for aſſiſtance; and that the Elector, 
with Monfieur de Marſin had abandoned Oberklau 
and Luteingen. They were purſued as far as the 
villages of Morſelingen and Teiſſenhoven, from 
whence they retreated to Dillingen and Lawingen. 
The Confederates being now maſters of the field of 
battle, ſurrounded the village of Blenheim, in which, 
as we have already obſerved, ſeven-and-twenty bat- 
talions and twelve ſquadrons were poſted. Theſe 
troops, ſeeing themſelves cut off from all commu- 
mcation with the reſt of their army, and deſpairing 
of being able to force their way through the Allies, 
capitulated about eight in the evening, laid down 
their arms, delivered their colours and n 
an 
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B OO Kand ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, on con- 

T. dition that the officers ſhould not be rifled. This 

1704, Was one of the moſt glorious and complete victories 

that ever was obtained. Ten thouſand French and 

Bavarians were left dead on the field of battle: the 

greater part of thirty ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons 

periſhed in the river Danube: thirteen thouſand 

were made priſoners : one hundred pieces of cannon 

Fit were taken, with twenty-four mortars, one hundred 

Ti and twenty-nine colours, one hundred and ſeventy- 
b 
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one ſtandards, ſeventeen pair of kettle-drams, three 
thouſand fix hundred tents, four-and-thirty coaches, 
three hundred laden mules, two bridges of boats, 
fifteen pontoons, fifteen barrels and eight caſks filled 
with ſilver. Of the Allies, about four thouſand five 
hundred men were killed, and about eight thouſand 
wounded or taken. The loſs of the battle was im- 

ated to two capital errors committed by Mareſchal 
Tallard: namely, his weakening the centre, by de- 
taching ſuch a number of troops to the village of 
Blenheim, and his ſuffering the Confederates to paſs 
the rivulet, and form unmoleſted. Certain it is, 
theſe circumſtances contnbuted to the ſucceſs of the 
Duke of Marlborough, who rode through the hotteſt 
of the fire with the calmeſt intrepidity, giving his 
orders with that preſence of mind and deliberation 
which were ſo peculiar to his character. When he 
next day vifited Tallard, he told that General, he 
was ſorry ſuch a misfortune ſhould happen perſon- 
ally to one for whom he had a profound eſteem. 
The Mareſchal congratulated him on having van- 
quiſhed the beſt troops in the world ; a compliment "F 
to which the Duke replied, That he thought his own 1 
the beſt troops in the world, ſeeing they had con- 8 
= thoſe upon whom the Mareſchal had beſtowed Mn 


CY 


ch an encomium. | 
XVIII. The victorious Generals having by this 
deciſive ftroke ſaved the Hauſe of Auſtria from en- 
tire ruin, and entirely changed the face of affairs — 
the 
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the empire, ſignified their opinion to Prince Louis c H AP. 
of Baden. that it would be for the advantage of the VIII. 


common cauſe to join all their forces, and drive the %% 


French out of Germany, rather than loſe time at the 
ſiege of Ingoldſtadt, which would ſurrender of courſe. 
This opinion was confirmed by the conduct of the 
French garriſon at Augſburg, who quitted that place 
on the ſixteenth day of Auguſt. The Magiſtrates 
ſent a deputation, craving the protection of the 
Duke of Marlborough, who forthwith ordered a de- 
tachment to take poſſeſſion of that important city. 
The Duke having ſent Mareſchal de Tallard under 
a guard of dragoons to Frankfort, and diſpoſed of 
the other priſoners of diſtinction in the adjacent 
places, encamped at Sefillingen, within half a league 
of Ulm. Here he held a conference with the Princes 
Eugene and Louis of Baden, in which they agreed 
that, as the enemy retreated towards the Rhine, the 
confederate army ſhould take the ſame route, ex- 
cepting three-and- twenty battalions and ſome ſqua- 
drons, to be left for the ſiege of Ulm, under Gene- 
ral Thungen. They began their march on the 
twenty- ſixth day of Auguſt, by different routes, to 
the general rendezvous at Bruſchal, near Philipſburgh. 
Then they reſolved, that Prince Louis of Baden 
ſhould undertake the ſiege of Landau, in order to 
ſecure the circle of Suabia from the incurſions of 
that garriſon. Conſidering the conſternation that 

revailed all over France, nothing could. be more 
impolitick than this meafure, which gave the enemy 
time for recolle&tion, and recruiting their forces. 
It was a propoſal on which the Prince of Baden in- 
ſifted with uncommon obſtinacy. He was even ſuſ- 
pected of corruption. He was jealous of the glory 
which the Duke of Marlborough had acquired, and 
ſuch a bigotted Papiſt, that he ripened at the ſuc- 
ceſs of an heretical General. On the twelfth day of 
September he marched towards Landau with the 
troops deſtined for the fiege, and the Duke of Marl- 
| borough, 
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B O © Kborough, with Prince Eugene, encamped at Crooft 
. Weiftenburgh, to cover the enterprize. By this time 
Ulm had ſurrendered to Thungen, even before the 


2704. 


trenches were opened. Villeroy advanced with his 
army towards Landau, as if he had intended to at- 
tack the Confederates; but retired without having 
made any attempt for the relief of the place, which 
was defended with the moſt obſtinatè valour till the 
twenty-third day of November, wher the beſiegers 
having lodged themſelves on the counterſcarp, the 
breaches being practicable, and the diſpoſitions made 
for a general aſſault, the garriſon capitulated upon 
honourable conditions. The King of the Romans 
had arrived in the camp, that he might have the 
credit of taking the place, the command of which 
he beſtowed on the Count de Frize, who had before 
defended it with equal courage and ability. 

XIX. The next enterprize which the Confede- 
rates undertook, was the ſiege of Traerbach. The 
Hereditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel being entruſted 
with the direction of the attacks, inveſted the caſtle 
in the beginning of November. Though it was 
ſtrongly fortified, and well defended, he carried on 
his operations with ſuch ſpirit and aſſiduity, that in 
about ſix weeks the garriſon ſurrendered the place on 
honourable terms. In the mean time the Duke of 
Marlborough repaired to Berlin, where he negoci- 
ated for a reinforcement of eight thouſand Pruſſians, 
to ſerve under Prince Eugene in Italy during the. 
next campaign. Thence he proceeded to the Court 
of Hanover, where, as in all other places, he was 
received with particular marks of diſtinction. When 
he arrived at the Hague, he was congratulated by 
the States-General on his victories at Schellenberg 
and Blenheim, and as much conſidered in Holland 
as if he had been actually Stadtholder. He had re- 
ceived a ſecond letter from the Emperor, couched 
in the warmeſt terms of acknowledgment, and was 
declared Prince of the Empire. In December he 

„„ ; embarked 
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embarked for England, where he found the 2 inc HAP. 
a tranſport of joy, and was welcomed as a hero who VIII. 
had retrieved the glory of the nation. IT 
XX. In Flanders, nothing of moment was exe-" _ 
cuted, except the bombardment of Bruges and 
Namur by Baron Spaar, with nine thouſand Dutch 
troops ; and two attempts upon the French lines, 
which were actually penetrated by Auverquerque, 
though he was not able to maintain the footing he 
had gained. The Elector of Bavaria, who had re- 
tired to Bruflels after his defeat, formed a ſcheme 
for ſurprizing the Dutch General at the end of the 
campaign, and aſſembled all his troops at Tirle- 
mont : but the French Court, apprehenfive of his 
temerity, ſent Villeroy to watch his conduct, and 
prevent his hazarding an engagement, except with 
a fair proſpect of advantage. 'The Mareſchal, find- 
ing him determined to give battle at all events, re- 
preſented the improbability of ſucceeding againſt an 
enemy ſo advantageouſly poſted ; and the ill conſe- 
quences of a repulſe: but, finding the Elector deaf 
to all his remonſtrances, he flatly refuſed to march, 
and produced the King's order to avoid an engage- 
ment. In Italy the French met with no oppofition. 
The Duke of Savoy, being unable to face the enemy 
in the field, was obliged to lie inactive. He ſaw 
the Duke de Vendome reduce Vercelli and Ivrea, 
and undertake the ſiege of Verac ; while he poſied 
his little army on the other ſide of the Po, at Cre- 
ſcentino, where he had a bridge of communication, 
by which he ſupplied the place occaſionally with freſh 
troops and proviſion. The place held out five 
months, againſt all the efforts of the French Gene- 
ral : at length, the communication being cut off, 
the Duke of Savoy retired to Chivas. He bore his 
misfortunes with great equanimity ; and told the 
Engliſh miniſter, that though he was abandoned by 
the Allies, he would never abandon himſelf. The 
Emperor had neglected Italy, that he might act with 
more 
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B 00 K more vigour againſt Ragotſki and the Hungarian 


I, 


$704. 


malcontents, over whom he obtained ſeveral advan- 
tages; notwithftanding which they continued for- 
midable, from their number, bravery, and reſolution. 
The miniſters of the Allies preſſed Leopold to enter 
into a negociation for a peace with thoſe rebels ; and 
conferences were opened; but he was not ſincerely 
diſpoſed to an accommodation, and Ragotſki aimed 
at the principality of Tranſylvania, which the Court 
of Vienna would not eaſily relinquiſh. The Em- 
peror was not a little alarmed by a revolution at the 
Ottoman Port, until the new Sultan diſpatched a 
Chiaus to Vienna, with an affurance that he would 
give no aſſiſtance to the malcontents of Hungary. 
In Poland, the Diet being aſſembled by the Cardi- 


nal-Primate, Staniſlaus Lezinſki, Palatine of Poſ- 


nania, was elected and proclaimed King, and recog- 


nized by Charles of Sweden, who ſtill maintained 
his army by contributions in that country, more in- 
tent upon the ruin of Auguſtus than upon the pre- 
ſervation of his own dominions ; for he paid no re- 
gard to the progreſs of the Muſcovites, who had 
ravaged Livoma, reduced Narva, and made incur- 
ſions into Sweden. Auguſtus retreated into his 
Saxon dominions, which he impoveriſhed, in- order 
to raiſe a great army, with which he might return 
to Poland ; the Pope eſpouſed the intereſt of this 


new convert, ſo far as to cite the Cardinal-Primate 


to appear at Rome, and give an account of the 
ſhare he had in the Poliſh troubles. The Proteſtants 
of the Convennois, deriving courage from deſpair, 
became ſo troubleſome to the Government of France, 
that Louis was obliged to treat them with lenity : he 
ſent Mareſchal Villars againſt them with a, freſh re- 
inforcement ; but at the ſame time furtiſhed him 
with inſtructions to treat for an accommodation. 
This officer immediately commenced a negociation 
with Cavalier, the chief of the revolters; and a for- 
mal treaty was concluded, by which they were 
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indulged with liberty of conſcience : but theſe articles c HA P. 
were very ill obſerved by the French miniſtry. n= 
XXI. In Portugal, the intereſt of King Charles uf. 
wore. a very melancholy aſpect. When he arrived 
at Liſbon, he found no preparations made for open- 
ing the campaign. The Portugueſe miniſtry favour- 
ed the French in ſecret; the people were averſe 
to hereticks: the Duke of Schomberg was on ill 
terms with Fagel, the Dutch General : the Portu- 
gueſe forces conſiſted of raw undiſciplined neafants : 
and the French Ambaſlador had bought up the 
beſt horſes in the kingdom; ſo that the troopers 
could not be properly mounted. The King of Por- 
tugal had promited to enter Spain with Charles by 
the middle of May : but he was not ready till the 
beginning of June, when they reached Santaren. 
By this time they had publiſhed their reſpective 
manifeſtos; Charles diſplaying his title to the 
crown of Spain, and promiſing pardon to all his 
ſubjects who would in three months join his army; 
and the King of Portugal declaring, that his ſole 
aim in taking up arms was to reſtore the liberty of 
the Spaniſh nation, oppreſſed by the power of 
France, as well as to aſſert the right of Charles to 
that monarchy. The preſent poſſeſſor, whom the 
mentioned by the name of the Duke of Anjou, had 
already anticipated their invaſion. His General, 
the Dyke of Berwick, entering Portugal, took the 
town of Segura by ſtratagem. The Governor of 
Salva-terra ſurrendered at diſcretion : Cebreros was 
reduced without much oppoſition : Zebredo was 
abandoned by the inhabitants; and the town of 
Lhana la Viella was taken by aflault. Portugal was 
at the ſame time invaded in different ꝓarts by the 
Marquis de Jeoffrevile, Prince 'Tſerclas de Tilly, 
and the Marquis de Villadarias. Two Dutch batta- 
hons were attacked and taken by the Duke of 
Berwick at Sodreira Formoſa. Then he pafled the 
Tagus, and joined Prince Tſerclas. King Philip 
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B O O K That the Church and nation had been happily de- 
I. livered from popery and tyranny by King William 
1705. at the Revolution: , That the continuance of theſe 
bleflings were due (under God) to the auſpicious. 
reign and happy government of her Majeſty Queen 
Anne : That the future ſecurity and preſervation of 
the Church and nation depended wholly (under 
Gop) on the ſucceſſion of the Crown as ſettled by 
law in the Proteſtant line: That if any Clergyman 
ſhould by word or writing declare any thing in op- 
2 to theſe reſolutions, they ſhould look upon 
im as a ſower of diviſions among the Proteſtants, 
and an enemy to the conftitution. They levelled 
another reſolution againſt the Preſbyterians, import- 
ing, That to teach or to preach againſt the doctrine, 
government, rites, or ceremonies of the Church, or 
to maintain ſchools or ſeminaries for the education 
of youth, in principles contrary to thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, was a contempt of the eccle- 
fiaſtical laws of the kingdom ; of pernicious con- 
ſequence ; and ferved only to continue and widen 
the unhappy ſchiſms and diviſions in the nation, 
In June the Parliament was prorogued to the fame 
month of the following year: then the Duke of 
Ormond embarked for England, leaving the admi- 
niſtration in the hands of Sir Richard Cox, Lord- 
chancellor, and Lord Cutts, the commander in 
chief of the Queen's forces, who were appointed 
Lords-Juſtices during the Duke's abſence. a 
XXXII. During theſe tranſactions in Great- 
Britain and Ireland, the Allies had not been remiſs in 
their preparations for the enſuing campaign. The 
Duke of Marlborough had fixed upon the Moſelle 
for the ſcene of action; and magazines of all ſorts 
were formed at Triers. On the thirteenth day of 
March the Duke embarked for Holland, where he 
prevailed upon the States-General to contribute 
their troops for the execution of his project. Having 
concerted with the deputies of the States and — 
4 4 Dutc 
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Dutch Generals the neceſſary meaſures for opening c HAP. 
the campaign, he ſet out for Maeſtricht, in order III. 
to aſſemble his army. On the fifth day of May 03. 


the Emperor Leopold died at Vienna, and was 
ſucceeded on the Imperial throne by his eldeſt fon 
Joſeph, King of the Romans, a Prince who re- 
ſembled his father in meekneſs of diſpoſition, nar- 
rowneſs of intellect, and bigotry to the Romiſh reli- 
gion. On the fifteenth of June the Engliſh troops 
afled the Maeſe, and continued their march towards 
the Moſelle, under the command of General Church- 
ill; and the Duke ſet out for Cruetznach, to confer 
with Prince Louis of Baden, who excuſed himſelf 
on pretence of being much indiſpoſed. Marlborough 
viſited him at Raſtadt, where in a conference they 
reſolved that a ſufficient number of German troops 
ſhould be left for the ſecurity of the lines of Lauter- 
burg and Stolhoffen, under the command of General 
Thungen, and that Prince Louis of Baden ſhould 
march with a large detachment towards the Saar, 
to act in concert with the Duke of Marlborough, 
The confederate army paſſed the Moſelle and the 
Saar in the beginning of June, and encamped at 
Elft in ſight of the enemy, who retired with great 
precipitation, and entrenched themſelves in the 
neighbourhood of Coningſmarcheren. The Duke's 
deſign was to beſiege Saar-Louis ; but Prince Louis 
failed in the performance of his engagement : he 
feigned himſelf ſick, and repaired to the bath at 
Schlangenbade, leaving the | number of Im- 
perial troops he conducted as far as Cruetznach, 
under the command of the Count de Frize. He 
was ſuſpected of treachery; but probably acted from 
envy of the Duke's military reputation.“ 
»The Duke of Marlborough finding himſelf obliged to retreat, 
ſent a note with a trumpeter to Villars, containing an apology for 
decamping : Do me 1 (ſaid he) to believe that my retreat 


wis entirely owing to the failure of the Prince of Baden; but that 
«© my eſteem for you is Kill greater than my reſentment of his con- 


« dug,” 
$ XXXIII. 
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Book {I XXXIII. While this nobleman ſuſtained ſuch 


I. 


1705. 


a mortifying diſappointment on the Moſelle, the 
French did not fail to take advantage of their 
ſuperiority in the Netherlands, where General D'Au- 
verquerque was obliged to ſtand on the defenſive. 
They inveſted Huy, and carried on their operations 
ſo vigarouſly, that in a few days the garriſon were 
obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war; 
then Villeroy undertook the reduction of Liege, 
and actually began his works before the citadel, 
Marlborough was no ſooner informed of the enemy's 
progreſs' than he marched to Triers, where, in a 
council, it was reſolved that the army ſhould return 
to the Netherlands. The troops were in motion on 
the nineteenth of June, and marched with ſuch . 
expedition, that they paſſed the Maeſe an the firſt 
day of July. Villeroy having received advice of the 
Duke's approach, abandoned his enterprize, and 
retired to Tongeren, from whence he retreated 
within his lines, that reached from Marche aux 
Dames on the Meuſe, along the Mehaigne, as far 
as Lenuive. Marlborough having joined D' Au- 
verquerque, ſent General Scholten with a detach- 
ment to inveſt Huy, and in a few days the garriſon 
ſurrendered at diſcretion. The Engliſh General, 
reſolving to ſtrike ſome ſtroke of importance that 
{ſhould atone for his diſappointment- on the Moſelle, 
ſent General Hompeſch to the States, with a pro- 
poſal for attacking the French lines; and obtained 
their permiſſion to do whatever he ſhould think pro- 
per for the good of the common cauſe. Then he 
explained the ſcheme in two ſucceſſive councils of 
war, by which, at length, it was approved and 


reſolved upon, though ſome Dutch Generals declared 
' themſelves againſt the undertaking. The enemy 


were poſted along the lines, amounting to one hun- 
dred battalions and one hundred, and forty-ſix 
ſquadrons. The allied army did not much exceed 
that number. In order to divide them, D'Auver- 
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querque made a falſe motion and paſſed the c H av. 
Mehaigne, as if he had intended to attack the lines VIII. 
about Meſſelin. The ſtratagem ſucceeded. The ©, 
French weakened the other parts by ſtrengthening 
that which was on the ſide of the Gerbiſe towards 
Namur. The Duke of Marlboroygh having made 
the diſpoſition, the army began to march in the 
night between the ſeventeenth and eighteenth of 
July, in order to force a paſſage of the French lines 
at Heyleſem, the caſtle of Wauge, and the villages 
of Wauge, Neerheſpen, and Ooſtmalen. Theſe 
poſts were taken with very little difficulty; but 
before the infantry could come up, the enemy ad- 
vanced with fifty ſquadrons and twenty battalions, 
and began to fire from eight pieces of cannon with 
tripple barrels, which did conſiderable execution. 
The Duke percerving that they were continually 
reinforced from the other parts of the lines, ordered 
the horſe to charge their cavalry, which were ſoon 
broken and routed ; but rallying behind their in- 
fantry, interlined with foot, and joined by frefh 
{quadrons, they advanced again towards the Allies, 
who were now ſuſtained by their infantry, and 
moved forwards to renew the charge. After a 
warm, though ſhort engagement, the enemy's horſe 
were defeated with great ſlaughter. The infantry, 
ſeeing themſelves abandoned in the plain, retreated 
in great diforder, between the villages of Heyleſem 
and Golſteven, where they were joined by the reſt 
of their army, and formed again in order of battle. 
| Meanwhile the Duke of Marlborough ordered all 
his troops to enter the lines: and extended his right 
towards the great. Geete before Tirlemont, where 
the enemy had left-the battalion of Montluc, which 
ſurrendered at diſcretion. In this action the Con- 
tederates took the Marquis D'Alegre and the Count 
de Horne, Lieutenant-generals, one Major-general, 
two Brigadier-generals, with many other officers, 
and a great number of common ſoldiers; a * ge 
cap 
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BOOK heap of ſtandards, four colours, one pair of kettle. 
I. drums, and ten pieces of cannon. In the action. 
as the Duke of Marlborough . advanced to the 


$705, 


but receiving advice th 
march towards him, he retired to Mildegem, and 
carried with them ſeveral hoſtages, as ſecurity for 
the payment of the contributions he had raiſed. 


Corbais; next day continued his march to Genap, 


charge at the head of ſeveral ſquadrons, a Bavarian 
officer rode up to attack him ſword in hand ; but in 
raiſing himſelf on his ſtirrups to ſtrike with the 


greater advantage, he fell from his horſe, and was 


immediately ſlain. . 

C XXXIV. The body of troops commanded by 
Monſieur D'Alegre being thus defeated with little 
or no loſs to the Confederates, the Elector of Ba- 
varia and the Mareſchal de Villeroy paſſed the 

at Geete and the Deule, with great expedition, 
and took poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp at Parck, 
their left extending to Rooſelaer, and their right to 
Wineſelen againſt the height of Louvain. Next day 
the Duke of Marlborough marching through the 
plain of Parck, took twelve hundred priſoners, who 
could not keep pace with the reſt of the enemy's 
forces; and in the evening he encamped with the 
right at the abbey of Vhertbech, and the left before 
Bierbeck, under the cannon of Louvain. He de- 


tached Lieutenant-General Henkelum, the Duke of 


Wirtemberg, and Count Oxienftiern, with a con- 
ſiderable body of forces, to attack ſome poſts on 
the Deule, which were ſlenderly guarded. Their 
advanced guard accordingly paſſed the river, and 
repulſed the enemy; but for want of timely ſup- 


port, they were obliged to paſs it and retire. On 


the third of Auguſt Baron Spaar, with a body of 
Dutch troops, marched to Raboth on the canal of 
Bruges, forced the French lines at Lovendegen, 
and took four forts by which they were defended ; 

it the enemy were on their 


On the fifteenth the Duke moved from Mildert to 
from 


ANNE. 


from whence he advanced to Fiſchermont. On the n AP. 
ſeventeenth General D'Auverquerque took the poſt III. 
of Waterlo; and next day the confederate army ,,,.. 


was drawn up in order of battle before the enemy, 
who extended from Overyſche, near the wood of 
Soignies, to Neeryſche, with the little river Yſche 
in their front, ſo as to cover Bruflels and Louvain. 
The Duke of Marlborough propoſed to attack 
them immediately, before they ſhould recollect them- 
ſelves from their conſternation ; and D'Auver- 
querque approved of the deſign; but it was oppoſed 
by General Schlangenburg, and other Dutch 6fhcers, 
who repreſented it in ſuch a light to the deputies 
of the State, that they refuſed to concur in the 
execution. The Duke being obliged to relinquith 
the ſcheme, wrote an expoſtulatory letter to the 
States-General, complaining of their having with- 
drawn that confidence which they had repoſed in 
him while he acted in Germany. This letter being 
publiſhed at the Hague, excited murmurs among 
the people, and the Engliſh nation were. incenſed 
at the preſumption of the Deputies, who wrote 
ſeveral letters in their own juſtification to the States- 
General : but theſe had no effect upon the populace, 
by whom the Duke was reſpected even to a degree 
of adoration. The States being appriſed of the re- 
{entment that prevailed over all England, and that 
the Earl of Pembroke, Lord-preſident of the council, 
was appointed as Envoy-Extraordinary to Holland, 
with inſtructions to demand ſatisfaction, thought 
proper to anticipate his journey, by making ſub- 
miſſions to. the Duke, and removing Schlangenburg 
from his command. The confederate army returned 
to Corbais, from whence it marched to Perwitz, 
where it encamped. The little town of Sout- 
Leeuwe, ſituated in the middle of a moraſs, and 
conſtituting the chief defence of the enemy's lines, 
being taken by a detachment under the command 
of Lieutenant-General Dedem, the Duke —_— 
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B © © Ethe lines from this place to Waſleigne to be levelled, 
I. and the town of Tirlemont to be diſmantled ; then 
vg paſſing the Demer, he encamped on the nineteenth 
day of September at Aerſchot. About the latter end 
of the month he marchad to Heventhals; from 
hence the Duke repaired to the Hague, where he 
had ſeveral conferences with the Penſionary. In a 
few days he returned to the army, which decamping 
from Heventhals, marched to Clampthout. On 
the twenty- fourth day of October, the Count de 
Noyelles inveſted Santvliet, which ſurrendered be- 
fore the end of the month. [+4 
$ XXXV. At this period the Duke, in conſe- 
quence of preſſing letters from the Emperor, ſet out 
for Vienna, in order to concert the operations of the 
enſuing campaign, and other meaſures of importance, 
in which the concerns of the Allies were intereſted. 
In his way he was magnificently entertained by the 
Elector Palatine, and him of Triers, and compli- 
mented by the Magiſtracy of Frankfort, where he 
conferred with Prince Louis of Baden. On the 
twelfth of November he arrived at Vienna, where 
he was treated with the higheſt marks of diſtinction 
and cordial friendſhip by their Imperial Majeſties. 
His ſon-in-law, the Earl of Sunderland, had been 
ſent thither as Envoy-Extraordinary ; and now they 
conferred together with the Emperor and his mini- 
ſters. They reſolved to maintain the war with re- 
doubled vigour. The treaties were renewed, and 
proviſion made for the ſecurity of the Duke of Savoy. 
The Emperor, in conſideration of the Duke's ſignal 
ſervice to the Houſe of Auſtria, preſented him with 
a grant of the lordſhip. of Mindelheim in Suabia, 
which was now erected into a principality of the 
Roman Empire. In his return with the Earl of 
Sunderland he viſited the Courts of Berlin and Han- 
over, where he was received with that extraordi- 
nary reſpect which was due to his character; and 
arrived at the Hague on the fourteenth day of — 
0 cember. 
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cember. There he ſettled the operations of the next c HAP. 


campaign with the Statgs-General, who conſented 
to join England in maintaining an additional body 
of ten thouſand men, as a reinforcement to the army 
of Prince Eugene in Italy, While the Allies were 
engaged in the fiege of Santvliet, the Elector of 
Bavaria ſent a detachment, under the command of 
Don Marcello de Grimaldi, to inveſt Dieſt, the 
garriſon of which were made priſoners of war. 

 $ XXNXVI. On the Upper Rhine Mareſchal Vil- 
lars beſieged and took Homburgh, and paſſed the 
Rhine at Straſburgh on the ſixth day of Auguſt. 
Prince Louis of Baden arriving in the camp of the 
Imperialiſts at Stolhoffen, not only obliged him to 
retire, but having paſſed the river, forced the French 


lines at Hagenau: then he reduced Druſenheim and 


Hagenau, but attempted no enterprize equal to the 
number of his army, although the Emperor had 
expoſtulated with him ſeverely on his conduct, and 
he had now a fair opportunity of emulating the glory 
of Marlborough, upon whom he looked with the 
eyes of an envious rival. In Italy a battle was 
fought at Caſano, between Prince Eugene and the 
Duke de Vendome, with dubious ſucceſs. The 
Duke de Feuillade reduced Chivas, and inveſted 
Nice, which, after an obſtinate defence, ſurrendered 
in December. All the conſiderable places belong- 
ing to the Duke of Savoy were now taken, except 
Coni and Turin; and his little army was reduced 
to twelve thouſand men, whom he could hardly 
ſupport. His Ducheſs, his clergy, and his ſubjects 
in general, preſſed him to ſubmit to the neceſſity of 
his affairs: but he adhered to the alliance with ſur- 
prizing fortitude. He withſtood the importunities 
of his Ducheſs, excluded all the biſhops and clergy 
from his councils; and when he had occaſion for a 
confeſſor, choſe a prieſt occaſionally, either from 
the Dominicans or Franciſcans. The campaign in 
Portugal began with a very promiſing aſpect. * 
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B O O K Allies invaded Spain by the different frontiers of 
A Beyra and Alentejo. Their army, under the com- 
If. mand of the Conde das Galveas, undertook the 
ſiege of Valencia D' Alcantara in May, and took it 
by aſſault: Albuquerque ſurrendered upon articles; 
and then the troops were ſent into quarters of refre ſn- 
ment. The Marquis de las Minas, who commanded 
the Portugueſe in the province of Beyra, reduced 
the town of Salva- terra, plundered and burned 
Sarca; but was obliged to retire to Panamacos at 
the approach of the enemy. Towards the end of 
September the Confederates being reaſſembled, in- 
veſted Badajox, by the advice of the Earl of Galway, 
who loſt his right hand by a cannon- ball, and was 
obliged to be carried off; ſo that the conduct of 
the ſiege was left to General Fagel. He had made 
conſiderable progreſs towards the reduction of the 
place, when the Marquis de Thefle found means to 
throw in a powerful reinforcement; and then the 
Confederates abandoned the enterprize. The war 
continued to rage in Hungary with various ſucceſs. 
Ragotſki, though frequently worſted, appeared til] 
in arms, and ravaged the country, which became a 
ſcene. of miſery and deſolation. In Poland the old 
Cardinal Primate owned Staniflaus, but died. before 
the coronation, which was performed by the Biſhop 
of Cujayia. In the beginning of winter King Au- 
guſtus had paſſed through Poland in diſguiſe to the 
Muſcovite army, which was put under his command 
in Lithuania; and the campaign was protracted 
through the whole winter-ſeaſon, notwithſtanding 
the ſeverity of the weather in that northern climate. 
In the ſpring the Swediſh General, Reinchild, ob- 
tained a complete victory over the Saxon army, 
which was either cut in pieces or taken, with their 
camp, baggage, and artillery : yet the war was not 
extinguiſhed. The King of Sweden continued ob- 
ſtinately deaf to all propoſals of peace, and was be- 
come 
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come as ſavage in his manners, as brutal in his c H A P. 
revenge. . 33 

$ XXXVII. At fea the arms of the Allies were eg. 
generally proſperous. Philip of Spain being obſti- 
nately bent upon retaking Gibraltar, ſent Mareſchal 
de Theſſẽ to renew the ſiege, while De Pointis was 
ordered to block up the 2 by ſea with his ſqua 
dron. Theſe French officers carried on the ſiege 
with ſuch activity, that the Prince of Heſſe diſ- 
patched an expreſs to Liſbon with a letter, deſiring 
Sir John Leake to fail immediately to his affiſtance. 
This Admiral having been reinforced from England 
by Sir Thomas Dilkes, with five ſhips of the line 
and a body of troops, ſet fail immediately ; and on 
the tenth day of March deſcried five ſhips of war 
hauling out of the bay of Gibraltar. Theſe were 
commanded by De Pointis in perſon, to whom the 
Engliſh Admiral gave chaſe. One of them ſtruck, 
after having made a very light reſiſtance; and the 
reſt ran aſhore to the Weſtward of Marbella, where 
they were deſtroyed. The remaining part of the 
French ſquadron had been blown from their anchors, 
and taken ſhelter in the bay of Malaga: but now 
they flipped their cables, and made the beſt of their 
way to Toulon. The Mareſchal de Theſſé, in con- 
ſequence of this diſaſter, turned the ſtege of. Gibral- 
tar into a blockade, and withdrew the greater part 
of his forces. While Sir John Leake was employed 
in this expedition, Sir George Byng, who had been 
ordered to crmze in Soundings for the protection of 
trade, took a ſhip of forty guns from the enemy, 
together with twelve privateers, and ſeven veſſels 
richly laden from the Weſt-Indies. | 

y XXXVIII. But the moſt eminent atchievement 
of this ſummer, was the reduction of Barcelona, b 
the celebrated Earl of Peterborough and Sir Cloudel- 
ley Shovel, who ſailed from St. Helen's in the latter 
end of May with the Engliſh fleet, having on board 
a body of five thouſand land forces; and on the 

twentieth 
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B O o Ktwentieth of June arrived at Liſbon; where they 
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were joined by Sir John Leake and the Dutch Admi- 
ral, Allemonde. In a council of war, they determined 
to put to ſea with eight-and-forty ſhips of the line, 
which ſhould be ſtationed between Cape Spartel and 
the bay of Cadiz, in order to prevent the junction of 
the Toulon and Breſt ſquadrons. The Prince of 
Heſſe-Darmſtadt arriving from Gibraltar, aſſured 
King Charles, that the province of Catalonia and 
the kingdom of Valencia were attached to his inte- 
reſt; and his Majeſty being oc of Portugal, re- 
folved to accompany the Earl of Peterborough to 
Barcelona. He accordingly embarked with him on 
board of the Ranelagh ; and the fleet failed on the 
twenty- eighth day of July, the Earl of Galway hav- 
ing reinforced. them with two regiments of Engliſh 
dragoons. At Gibraltar they took on board the 
Engliſh guards, and three old regiments, in lieu of 
which they left two new-raiſed battalions. On the 
eleventh day of Auguſt they anchored in the bay of 
Altea, where the Earl of Peterborough publiſhed a 
manifeſto. in the Spaniſh language, which had ſuch 
an effect, that all the inhabitants of the place, the 
neighbouring villages, and adjacent mountains, ac 
knowledged Kng Charles as their lawful Sovereign. 
They ſeized the town of Denia. for his ſervice ; and 
he ſent thither a garriſon of four hundred men under 
the command of Major-General Ramos. On the 
twenty-ſecond they arrived in the bay of Barcelona: 
the. troops were diſembarked to the eaftward of the 
city, where they encamped in a ſtrong ſituation, and 
were well received by the country people. King 
Charles landed amidſt the acclamations of an infinite 
multitude from the neighbouring towns and villages, 
who threw themſelves at his feet, exclaiming, Long 
hve the King!“ and exhibited all the marks of the 
moſt extravagant joy. The inhabitants of Barce; 
lona were well affected to the Houſe of Auſtria, but 
over-awed by a garriſon of five thouſand men under 


the 


r * 2 9 
—— 2 8 - 
. hes 


7 : 3 
. r \ 
2 . 
** & — 9 1 2 eb. —_ 
"ny 2 2988 8 I, * p 
— - 58 7 * *_ NC . — — I 1 


ANNE. 


03 


the Duke de Popoli, Velaſco, and other officers de- CH A Þ. 
voted to the intereſt of King Philip. Conſidering VIII. 


the ſirength of ſuch a garriſon, and the ſmall num- oz. 


ber of Dutch and Englith troops, nothing could. 
appear more deſperate and dangerous than the de- 
fign of befieging the place : yet this was propoſed 
by the Prince of Hefle-Darmſtadt, who ſerved in 
the expedition as a volunteer, ſtrongly. urged by 
King Charles, and approved by the Earl of Peter- 
borough and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel. The city was 
accordingly inveſted on one fide : but, as a previ- 
ous ſtep to the reduction of it, they reſolved to at- 


tack the fort of Montjuic, ſtrongly fituated on a 


hill that commanded the city. The outworks were 
taken by ſtorm, with the loſs of the gallant Prince 
of Heſſe, who was ſhot through the body, and ex- 
pired in a few hours: then the Earl of Peterborough 
began to bombard the body of the fort; and a ſhell 
chancing to fall into the magazine of powder, blew 
it up, together with the Governor and ſome of the 
beſt officers : an accident which ſtruck ſuch a terror 
into the garriſon, that they furrendered without fur- 
ther reſiſtance. SI x N 

XXXIX. This great point being gained, the 
Enghſh General erected his batteries againſt the 
town, with the help of the Miquelets and ſeamen : 
the bomb-ketches began to fire with ſuch execution, 
thatin a few days the Governor capitulated, and on 
the fourth day of October King Charles entered in 
triumph.“ All the other places in Catalonia de- 
| | clared 


Voltaire, upon what authority we know not, tells us, that du- 
ring the capitulation, the German and Catalonian troops found means 
to climb over the ramparts into the city, and began to commit the moſt 
barbarous exceſſes ; the Viceroy complaining to Peterborough that his 
ſoldiers had taken an unfair advantage of the treaty, and were actually 
employed in burning, N murthering, and violating the inha- 
bitants. The Earl replied, © They muſt then be the troops of the Prince 
of Heſſe ; allow me to enter the city with my Engliſh forces, I will ſave 
it from ruin; oblige the Germans to retire, and march back again to our 


pPreſent ſituation,” The Viceroy truſted his honour, and forthwith ad-, 


mitted 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B © o kclared for him, except Roſes; ſo that the largeſt 
I. and richeſt province of Spain was conquered with 
170g. an army ſcarce double the number of the garriſon 
of Barcelona. King Charles wrote a letter with his 
own hand to the Queen of England, containing 
a circumſtantial detail of his aifairs, the warmeſt 
expreſſions of acknowledgment, and the higheſt 
encomiums on her ſubjects, particularly the Earl 
of Peterborough. In a council of war it was 
determined that the King and the Earl ſhould 
continue in Catalonia with the land forces: that 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel ſhould return to England: 
that five-and-twenty Engliſh and fifteen Dutch 
ſhips of war ſhould winter at Liſbon, under the 
command of Sir John Leake and the Dutch Rear- 
Admiral, Waſſenaer; and that four Engliſh and 
two Dutch fngates ſhould remain at Barcelona. 
Don Franciſco, de Velaſco was tranſported to 
Malaga with about a thoufand men of his garri- 
ſon : the reſt voluntarily engaged in the ſervice 
of King Charles, and fix other regiments were raiſed 
by the ſtates of Catalonia. The Count de Cifu- 
entes, at the head of the Miquelets and Catalang 
attached to the Houſe of Auſtria, ſecured Tarra- 
gonia, Tortoſa, Lerida, San-Mattheo, Gironne, and 
other places. Don Raphael Nevat, revolting from 
Philip with his whole regiment of horſe, joined Ge- 
neral Ramos at Denia, and made themſelves maſ- 
ters of ſeveral places of importance in the kingdom 
of Valencia, Fluſhed with ſuch unexpected ſucceſs 
they penetrated to the capital of the ſame name, 
which they ſurprized, together with the Marquis de 
Villa-Garcia, the Viceroy, and the Archbiſhop. 
mitted the Earl with his ps. He ſoon drove out the Germans and 
Catalonians, — ron obliged them to quit the plunder they had 
taken; and by accident be reſcued the Ducheſs of Popoli from the 
hands of two brutal ſoldiers, and delivered her to her huſband. Having 
thus appeaſed the tumult, and diſpelled the horrors of the citizens, he 
returned to his former ſtation, leaving the inhabitants of Barcelona 


amazed at ſuch an ioſtance of magnanimity and moderation in a people 
whom they had been tavght to conſider as the moſt ſayage _— ( 
| ele 
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Theſe advantages, however, were not properlyC H AP. 
improved. The Court of Charles was divided into III. 
factions, and ſo much time loſt in diſputes, that the 170g. | 
enemy ſent a body of ſix thouſand men into the king- { 
dom of Valencia, under the command of the Conde 
de las Torres, who forthwith inveſted San-Mattheo, 
guarded by Colonel Jones at the head of five hun- 
dred Miquelets. This being 'a place of great con- 
ſequence, on account of its ſituation, the Earl of 
Peterborough marched thither with one thouſand 
infantry, and two hundred dragoons ; and by means 
of feigned intelligence artfully conveyed to the Conde, 
induced that General to avandon the fiege with pre- 
cipitation, in the apprehenſion of being ſuddenly 
attacked by a conſiderable army. Peterborough 
afterwards took poſſeſſion of Nules, and purchaſing 
horſes at Caſtillon de la Plana began to form a 
body of cavalry, which did good ſervice in the 
ſequel. Having aſſembled a little army, conſiſting 
of ten ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons, and four 
battalions of regular troops, with about three thou- 
ſand militia, he marched to Molviedro, which was 
ſurrendered to him by the Governor, Brigadier Ma- 
honi. Between this officer and the Duke d' Arcos, 
the Spaniſh General, he excited ſuch jealouſies by 
dint of artifices, not altogether juſtifiable even in 
war, that the Duke was more intent upon avoiding 
the ſuppoſed treachery of Mahoni than upon inter- 
rupting the Earl's march to Valencia, where the 
inhabitants expreſſed uncommon marks of joy at his 
arrival. About this period a very obſtinate action 
happened at St. Iſtevan de Litera, where the Che- 
valier D'Asfeldt, with nine ſquadrons of horſe and 
dragoons, and as many battahons of French infan- 
try, attacked Colonel Wills at the head of a ſmall 
detachment : but this laſt being ſupported by Lieu- 
tenant-General Cunningham, who was mortall 
wounded in the engagement, repulſed the enemy, 
though three times his number, with' the loſs of four 
vol. 11. F hundred 
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B O 0 k hundred men killed upon the ſpot. The troops on 

I. both ſides fought with the moſt deſperate valour, 
keeping up their fire until the muzzles of their pieces i 
met, and charging each other at the point of the 
bayonet. The only misfortune that attended the 
Engliſh arms in the courſe of this year, was the ü 
capture of the Baltick fleet homeward-bound with ẽ k 
their convoy of three ſhips of war, which were taken 
by the Dunkirk ſquadron under the command of the 
Count de St. Paul, though he himſelf was killed in 
the engagement. When an account of this advan- 
tage was communicated to the French King, he 
replied with a figh, © Very well, I with the _ "= 
« were ſafe again in any Engliſh port, provided the 
“Count de St. Paul could be reſtored to life.” 
After the death of the famous Du Bart, this officer 
was counted the beſt ſeaman in France. 

XI. The kingdom of England was now wholly 
engroſſed by the election of members for the new 
Parliament. The Tories exerted themſelves with 
great induſtry, and propagated the cry of the Church's 
being in danger; a cry in which the Jacobites joined 
with great fervour: but, notwithſtanding all their 
efforts in words and writing, a majority of Whigs 
was returned ; and now the Lord Godolphin, who 
had ' hitherto maintained a neutrality, thought pro- 
per openly to countenance that faction. By his inte- 
reſt co-operating with the influence of the Ducheſs 
of Marlborough, Sir Nathan Wright was deprived 
of the great ſeal, which was committed to Mr. Wil- 
liam Cowper, with the title of Lord-Keeper. This 
was a lawyer of good extraction, ſupenor talents, 
engaging manners, and eminence in his profeſſion. 
He was ftaunch to Whig principles, and for many 
years had been conſidered as one of their beſt ſpeakers 

in the Houſe of Commons. The new Parliament 
meeting on the twenty-fifth day of October, a vio- 

lent conteſt arofe about the choice of a Speaker. Mr. 

Bromley ' was fupported by the Tories, and the 

| | "By Whigs 
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Whigs propoſed Mr. John Smith, who was elected c nt A P. 
by a majority of forty-three voices. The Queen in . 
her ſpeech repreſented the neceſſity of acting vigor- 2708. 
ouſly againſt France, as a common enemy to the 
liberties of Europe: ſhe commended the fortitude 
of the Duke of Savoy, which ſhe ſaid was without 
example: ſhe told them her intention was to expe- 
dite commiſſions for treating of an union with Scot- 
land ; ſhe earneſtly recommended an union of minds 
and affections among her people: ſhe obſerved, that 
| ſome perſons had endeavoured to foment animoſities, 
and even fuggeſted in print, that the eſtabliſhed 
Church was in danger : ſhe affirmed that ſuch people 
were enemies to her and to the kingdom, and 
meant only to cover deſigns which they durſt not 
publickly own, by endeavouring to diſtract the 
nation with unreaſonable and groundleſs diftruſts and 
jealouſies: ſhe declared ſhe would always affection- 
ately ſupport and countenance the Church of Eng- 
land, as by law eſtabliſhed : that ſhe would invio- 
lably maintain the toleration, that ſhe would pro- 
mote religion and virtue, encourage trade, and 
every thing elſe that might make them a happy and 
flounſhing people. | 

XII. The majority in both Houſes now pro- 
feſſed the ſame principles, and were well diſpoſed to 
ſupport the Queen in all her deſigns. They firſt 
preſented the uſual addrefles, in the warmeſt terms 
of duty and affection. Then the Commons drew 
up a ſecond, aſſuring her they would, to the utmoſt 
of their power, aſſiſt her in bringing the treaty of 
union to a happy concluſion. They deſired that the 
proceedings of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, relating 
to the union and ſucceſſion, might be laid before 
the Houſe. The Lords had ſolicited the ſame 
ſatisfaction; and her Majeſty promiſed to comply 
with their requeſt. The Lower Houſe having heard 
and decided in ſome caſes of controverted elections, 
proceeded to take into conſideration the W 
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ſupplies without hefitation. In the Houſe of Lords 
while the Queen was preſent, Lord Haverſham, at 
the end of a long ſpeech, in which he reflected upon 
the conduct of the Duke of Marlborough, both on 
the Moſelle and in Brabant, moved for an addreſs to 
defire her Majeſty would invite the preſumptive heir 
to the Crown of England to come and refide in the 
kingdom. This motion was earneſtly ſupported by 
the Duke of Buckingham, the Earls of Rocheſter, 
Nottingham and Angleſea. They ſaid there was 
no method ſo effectual to ſecure the ſucceſſion, as 
that of the ſucceſſor's being upon the ſpot, ready to 
aſſume and maintain his or her right againſt any pre- 
tender; and they obſerved, that in former times, 
when the throne of England was vacant, the firſt 
comer had always ſucceeded in his pretenſions. The 
propoſal was vehemently oppoſed by the Whigs, who 
knew it was diſagreeable to the Queen, whom they 
would not venture to diſoblige. They argued, that 
a rivalry between the two courts might produce diſ- 
trations, and be attended with very ill conſequences, 
and obſerved, that the Princeſs Sophia had expreſſed 
a full ſatisfaction in the aſſurances of the Queen, who 
had promiſed to maintain her title. The queſtion 
being put, was carried in the negative by a great 
majority. The deſign of the Tories in making this 
motion was, to bring the other party into diſgrace 
either with the Queen or with the people. Their 
joining in the meaſure would have given umbrage 
to their Sovereign; and, by oppoſing it, they ran 
the riſque of incurring the publick odium, as enemies 
to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion: but the pretence of the 
Tories was fo thin, the nation ſaw through it; and 
the ſole effect the motion produced, was the _ 
reſentment againſt the whole party. Burnet, Biſhop | 
of Sarum, propoſed, that proviſion might be made 
for maintaining the publick quiet in the interval 
between the Queen's deceaſe, and the arrival of her 

ſucceſſor: 
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ſucceſſor: the motion was ſeconded by the Lord-c u AP. 
Treaſurer; and a bill brought in for the better ſecu- VIII. 

rity of her Majeſty's perſon and government, and ©... 

of the ſucceſſion to the Crown of England. By this 

act a regency was appointed of the ſeven perſons 

that ſhould poſleſs the offices of Archbiſhop of Can- 

terbury, Lord-Chancellor or Lord-Keeper, Lord- 
Treaſurer, Lord-Preſident, Lord Privy-Scal, Lord 
High-Admiral, and the Lord Chief Juſtice of the 

__ Bench. Their buſineſs was to proclaim 

the next ſucceſſor through the kingdom of England, 

and join with a certain number of perſons named as 

Regents by the ſucceſſor, in three liſts to be ſealed 

up and depoſited with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

the Lord-Keeper, and the Miniſtry Reſidentiary of 
Hanover. It was enacted, That theſe joint Regen- | 
cies ſhould conduct the Adminiſtration : that the laſt 4 
Parliament, even though diſſolved, ſhould reaſſem- 1 
ble, and continue ſitting for ſix months after the 1 
deceaſe of her Majeſty. The bill met with a warm | 
oppoſition from the Tories, and did not paſs the | 
Upper Houſe without a proteſt. It was ſtill further | 
obſtructed in the Houſe of Commons even by ſome 
of the Whig party, who were given to underſtand 
that the Princeſs Sophia had expreſſed an inclination 
to reſide in England. Exceptions were hkewiſe 
taken to that clauſe in the bill, enacting, that the 
laſt Parliament ſhould be reaſſembled. They 
affirmed, that this was inconſiſtent with part of the 
act by which the ſucceſſion was at firſt ſettled ; for, 
among other limitations, the Parliament had pro- 
vided, that when the Crown ſhouid devolve to the 
Houſe of Hanover, no man, who had either place 
or penſion, thould be capable of ſitting in the Houſe 
of Commons. After tedious diſputes and zealous 
altercations, they agreed that a certain number of 
offices ſhould be ſpecified as diſqualifying places. 
This ſelf-denying clauſe, and ſome other amend- 
ments, produced conferences between the two gy 

an 
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B O © K and at length the bill paſſed by their mutual aſſent, 
I. Lord Haverſham moved for an inquiry into the 
miſcarriages of the laſt campaign, hoping to find 
ſome foundation for cenſure in the conduct of the 
Duke of Marlborough ; but the propoſal was rejected 
as invidious; and the two Holes preſented an 
addreſs to the Queen, deſiring ſhe would preſerve a 
good correſpondence among all the Confederates, 
They likewiſe concurred in repealing the act b 
which the Scots had been alienated, and all the 
northern counties alarmed with the apprehenſion of 
a rupture between the two nations. The Lord Shan- 
non and Brigadier Stanhope arriving with an account 
of the expedition to Catalonia, the Queen commu- 
nicated the good news 1n a ſpeech to both Houſes, 
expreſſing her hope that they would enable her to 
proſecute the advantages which her arms had ac- 
_ The Commons were ſo well pleaſed with 
the tidings, that they forthwith granted. two hundred 
and fiſty thouſand pounds for her Majeſty's propor- 
tion in the expence of proſecuting the ſucceſſes 
already gained by King Charles III. for the recovery 
of the monarchy of Spain to the Houſe of Auſtria. 
On the fifteenth day of November, the Queen gave 
the Royal aſſent to an act for exhibiting a bill to 
naturahze the Princeſs Sophia, and the iſſue of her 
body. 

N XLII. Theſe meaſures being taken, the fixth 
day of December was appointed for inquiring into 
thoſe dangers to which the Tories affirmed the 
Church was expoſed; and the Queen attended in 
perſon, to hear the debates on this intereſting ſub- 
ject. The Earl of Rocheſter compared the expreſ- 
ſions in the Queen's ſpeech at the beginning of the 
ſeſſion to the law enacted in the reign of Charles II. 
denouncing the penalties of treaſon againſt thoſe who 
ſhould call the King a Papiſt: for which reaſon, he 
ſaid, he always thought him of that perſuaſion. He 
affirmed that the Church's danger aroſe from the mw 
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of ſecurity in Scotland, the abſence of the Succeſſor C HAP. 
to the Crown, and the practice of occaſional con- VII. 


formity. He was anſwered by Lord Hallifax, who, © os. 


by way of recrimination, obſerved that King Charles Il. 
was a Roman Catholick, at leaſt his brother de- 
clared him a Papiſt after his death : that his brother 
and ſucceſſor was a known Roman Catholick, yet 
the Church thought herſelf fecure ; and thoſe patriots 
who ſtood up in its defence were diſcountenanced 
and puniſhed : nay, when the Succeſſor aſcended the 
throne, and the Church was apparently in the moſt 
imminent danger, by the High Commiſſion Court 
and otherwiſe, the nation was then indeed generally 
alarmed ; and every body knew who fat in that court, 
and entered deeply into the meaſures which were 
then purſued. a — Biſhop of London, de- 
clared that the Church was in danger, from profane- 
neſs, irreligion, and the licentiouſneſs of the preſs. 
He complained, that ſermons were preached wherein 
rebellion was countenanced, and reſiſtance to the 
higher powers encouraged. He alluded to a ſermon 
preached before the Lord-Mayor, by Mr. Hoadly, 
now Biſhop of Wincheſter, Burnet of Sarum, ſaid 
the Biſhop of London, was the laſt man who ought 
to complain of that ſermon ; for if the doctrine it 
contained was not good, he did not know what de- 
fence his Lordſhip could make for his appearing in 
arms at Nottingham. He affirmed the Church would 
be always ſubject to profaneneſs and irreligion, but 
that they were not now ſo flagrant as they uſually 
had been: he ſaid the ſociety ſet up for reformation 
in London, and other cities, had contributed con- 
ſiderably to the ſuppreſſion of vice: he was ſure the 
corporation for propagating the Goſpel had done a 
great deal towards inſtructing men in religion, by 
giving great numbers of books in practical divinity ; 
by erecting libraries in country panthes ; by ſending 


many able divines to the foreign plantations, and 


founding ſchools to breed up children in the Chriſ- 
3 tian 
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B O O Ktian knowledge; though to this expence very little 


I. 


1705. 


had been contributed by thoſe who appeared ſo won- 
derfully zealous for the Church. The Archbiſhop of 
York expreſſed his apprehenſion of danger from the 
increaſe of Diſſenters; particularly from the man 

academies they had inſtituted : he moved, .that the 
Judges might be conſulted with reſpect to the laws 
that were in force againſt ſuch ſeminaries, and by 
what means they might be ſuppreſſed. Lord W har- 
ton moved, that the Judges might alſo be conſulted 
about means of ſuppreſſing ſchools and ſeminaries 
held by Nonjurors; in one of which the ſons of a 
noble Lord in that Houſe had been educated. To 
this ſarcaſm the Archbiſhop replied, that his ſons 
were indeed taught by Mr. Ellis, a fober, virtuous 
man; but that when he refuſed the oath of abjura- 
tion, they were 1mmediately withdrawn from his 
inſtructions. Lord Wharton proceeded to declare, 
that he had carefully peruſed a pamphlet entitled 
The Memorial,“ which was ſaid to contain a de- 
monſtration that the Church was in danger: but all 
he could learn was, that the Duke of Buckingham, 
the Earls of Rocheſter and Nottingham, were out 
of place: that he remembered ſome of theſe noble- 
men fat in the High Commiſſion Court, and then 


made no complaint of the Church's being in danger. 


Patrick, Biſhop of Ely, complained of the heat and 
3 manifeſted by the gentlemen belonging to the 

niverſities, and of the undutiful behaviour of the 
Clergy towards their Biſhops. He was ſeconded by 
Hough of Litchfield and Coventry, who added, that 
the inferior Clergy calumniated their Biſhops, as if 
they were in a plot to deſtroy the Church, and had 
compounded to be the laſt of their order. Hooper 
of Bath and Wells expatiated on the invidious diſ- 
tinction implied in the terms © High Church,” and 
„ Low Church.” The Duke of Leeds aflerted, 
that the Church could not be ſafe, without an acl 
againſt occaſional conformity. Lord Somers reca- 

| En th pitulated 
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itulated all the arguments which had been uſed onc n a p. 
boch ſides of the queſtion : he declared his own opi- III. 
nion was, that the nation was happy under a wiſe 50g. 
and juſt adminiſtration : that for men to raiſe ground- 

leſs jealouſies at that juncture, could mean no leſs 

than an intention to embroil the people at home, 

and defeat the glorious deſigns of the Allies abroad. 

The debate being finiſhed, the queſtion was put, 
Whether the Church of England was in danger, and 
carried in the negative by a great majority : then 

the Houle reſolved, That the Church of England as 

by law eſtabliſhed, which was reſcued from the ex- 
tremeſt danger by King William III. of glonous 
memory, is now, by Gop's bleſſings under the hap- 

py reign of her Majeſty, in a moſt ſafe and flouriſh- 

ing condition ; and that whoever goes about to ſug- 

geſt or infinuate that the Church 1s in danger, under 

her Majeſty's adminiſtration, is an enemy to the 

| (ucen, the Church, and the Kingdom. Next day 

e Commons concurred in this determination, and 
joined the Lords in an addreſs to the Queen, com- 
municating this reſolution, beſeeching her to take 
effectual meaſures for making it publick ; and alſo 
for puniſhing the authors and ſpreaders of the ſedi- 
tious and ſcandalous reports of the Church's being 
in danger. She accordingly iſſued a proclamation, 
containing the reſolution of the two Houſes, and 
offering a reward for diſcovering the author of the 
Memorial of the Church of England, and for ap- 
prehending David Edwards, a profeſſed Papiſt, 
charged upon oath to be the printer and publiſher of 
that libel. 

XIIII. After a ſhort adjournment, a com- 
mittee of the Lower Houſe preſented the thanks of 
the Commons to the Duke of Marlborough, for his 
great ſervices performed to her Majeſty and the Na- 
tion in the laſt campaign, and for his prudent nego- 
ciations with her allies. This nobleman was in ſuch 
credit with the people, that when he propoſed a loan 


of 
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B Oo Kof five hundred thouſand pounds to the Emperor, 
1. upon a branch of his revenue in Sileſia, the money 
1705. Was advanced immediately by the merchants of Lon- 
don. The kingdom was bleſſed with plenty: the 

Queen was univerſally beloved: the people in ge- 

neral were zealous for the 5 of the war: 

the forces were well paid: the treaſury was punctual: 

and, though a great quantity of coin was exported 

for the maintenance of the war, the paper-currency 
ſupplied the deficiency ſo well, that no murmurs were 

heard, and the publick credit flouriſhed both at 

home and abroad. All the funds being eſtabliſhed, 

one in particular for two millions and a half by way 

of annuities for ninety-nine years, at ſix and a half 

per cent. and all the bills having received the Royal 

aſſent, the Queen went to the Houſe of Peers on 

the nineteenth day of March, where, having thanked 

both Houſes for the repeated inſtances of their af- 

fection which ſhe had received, ſhe prorogued the 
Parliament to the twenty-firſt day of May follow- 

ing.“ The new Convocation, inſtead of imitating 

the union and harmony of the Parliament, revived 

the diviſions by which the former had been diſ- 
tracted, and the two Houſes ſeemed to act with more 
determined rancour againſt each other. The Upper 

Houſe having drawn up a warm addreſs of thanks 

to the Queen, for her affectionate care of the Church, 

the Lower Houſe refuſed to concur ; nor would they 

give any reaſon for their diſſent. They prepared 
another in a different ſtrain, which was rejected by 

Burnet- the Archbiſhop. Then they agreed to divers reſo- 
POT. lutions, aſſerting their right of having what they oſ- 
Quincy. fered to the Upper Houſe received by his Grace and 
Euro of their Lordſhips. In conſequence of this diſſenſion 
Feuqueres the addreſs was dropped, and a ftop put to all fur- 


— p ther communication between the two Houſes. The 
iltor y 


theDukeof ; 
Marlbo- Among other Bills paſſed during this Seffion, was an act for 


rough, abridging and reforming ſome proceedings in the Common Law and 
in Chancery, : 
Dean 
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Dean of Peterborough proteſted againſt the-irregu- CH AP. 
larities of the Lower Houſe. The Queen, in a let- VIII. 
ter to the Archbiſhop, ſignified her reſolution RR” 


maintain her ſupremacy, and the due ſubordination Burchet. 


of Preſbyters to Biſhops. She expreſſed her 6 


that he and his ſuffragans would act conformably torals. 
her reſolution, in which caſe they might be aſſured Voltaire. 
of the continuance of her favour and protection: 
ſhe required him to impart this declaration to the 
Biſhops and Clergy, and to prorogue the Convoca- 
tion to ſuch time as ſhould appear moſt convenient. 
When he communicated this letter to the Lower 
Houſe, the members were not a little confounded : 
nevertheleſs, they would not comply with the proro- 
gation, but continued to fit, in defiance of her Ma- 
jeſty's pleaſure. 
$ XLIV. The eyes of Great Britain were now An. 1706, 

turned upon a tranſaction of the utmoſt conſequence 
to the whole iſland ; namely, the treaty for an union 
of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. 
The Queen having appointed the Commiſſioners“ 

on 


* The Engliſh Commiſſioners were, Thomas Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; William Cowper, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 
John Lord Archbiſhop of Vork; Sidney Lord Godolphin, Lord 
High-Treaſurer of England; Thomas Earl of Pembroke and Mont- 
gomery, Preſident of the Council; John Duke of Newcaſtle, Keeper 
of the Privy Seal; William Duke of Devonſhire, Steward of the 
Houſehold ; Charles Duke of Somerſet, Maſter of the Horſe ; Charles 
Duke of Bolton, Charles Earl of Sunderland, Evelyn Earl of King- 
ſton, Charles Earl of Carliſle, Edward Earl of Oxford, Charles Viſ- 
count Townſhend, Thomas Lord Wharton, Ralph Lord Grey, John 
Lord Powlet, John Lord Somers, Charles Lord Hallifax, William Ca- 
rendiſh Marquis of Hartington, John Manners Marquis of Granby 
Sir Charles Hedges and Robert Harley, Principal Secretaries of State; 
John Smith; Henry Boyle, -Chancellor of the Exchequer ; Sir Joha 
Holt, Chief Juſtice of the Queen's Bench; Sir Thomas Trevor, 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas ; Sir Edward Northey, Attorney 
General; Sir Simon Harcourt, Solicitor General ; Sir John Cook 3 
and Stephen Waller, Doctor of Laws. — The Scottiſh Commiſ- 
ſioners were, James Earl of Seafield, Lord Chancellor of Scotland; 
James Duke of 2 Lord Privy Seal; John Earl of Mar, 
and Hugh Earl of London, Principal Secretaries of State; John 
Earl of Sutherland, John Earl Morton, David Ear! of Wemys, 
David Earl of Leven, John Earl of Stair, Archibald Earl of — 

avi 
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on both ſides, they met on the ſixteenth day of April, 
in the council-chamber of the Cockpit near White- 
hall, which was the place appointed. for the confer- 
ences. Their commiſſions being opened and read 
by the reſpective ſecretaries, and introductory ſpeeches 
being pronounced by the Lord Keeper of England, 
and the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, they agreed 
to certain preliminary articles, importing, That all 
the propoſals ſhould be made in writing ; and every 
point, when agreed, reduced to writing : That no 
points ſhould be obligatory, till all matters ſhould be 
adjuſted in ſuch a manner as would be proper to be 
lad before the Queen and the two Parliaments for 
their approbation : That a committee ſhould be ap- 
pointed from each commiſſion, to reviſe the minutes 
of what might paſs, before they ſhould be inſerted 
in the books by the reſpective ſecretaries; and that 
all the proceedings during the treaty ſhould be kept 
ſecret. The Scots were inclined to a fœderal union, 
like that of the United Provinces ; but the Englith 
were bent upon an incorporation, ſo that no Scottiſh 
Parliament ſhould ever have power to repeal the ar- 
ticles of the treaty. 'The Load Keeper propoſed 
that the two kingdoms of England and Scotland 
ſhould be for ever united into one realm, by the 
name of Great Britain : 'That it ſhould be repre- 
ſented by one and the ſame Parliament ; and, That 
the ſucceſſion of this monarchy, failing of heirs of her 
Majeſty's body, ſhould be according to the limita- 
tions mentioned in the act of Parliament paſſed in 


David El of Glaſgow, Lord Archibald Campbell, Thomas Viſ- 
count Duplin, Lord William Roſs, Sir Hugh Dalrymple, Preſident 
of the Seſſion ; Adam Cockburn, of Ormiſtoun, Lord Juſtice-clerk ; 
Sir Robert Dundas, of Arniſtoun, Robert Stuart of Tillicultrie, 
Lords of the Seſſion; Mr. Francis Montgomery, one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Treaſury ; Sir David Dalrymple, one of her Majeſty's 
Solicitors; Sir Alexander Ogilvie, Receiver General; Sir Patrick 
Johnſton, Provoſt of Edinburgh; Sir James Smollet, of Bonhill ; 
George Lockhart, of Corowath ; William Morriſon, of Petgon= 


grange; Alexander Grant; William Seton, of Pitmidden; John 


Clerk, of Pennycook ; Hugh Montgomery, Daniel Stuart, and Daniel 
Campbell, 
the 
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the reign of King William, intituled, An Act for thecn A p. 
further limitation of the Crown, and the better ſe- VIII. 
curing the rights and liberties of the ſubject. IO 
Scottiſh Commiſſioners, in order to comply in ſome 
meaſure with the popular clamour of their nation, 
preſented a propoſal, implying, that the ſucceſſion to 
the Crown of Scotland ſhould be eſtabliſhed upon 
the ſame perſons mentioned in the act of King Wil- 
liam's reign : That the ſubjects of Scotland ſhould 
for ever enjoy all the rights and privileges of the 
natives in England, and the dominions thereunto 
belonging; and, That the ſubjects of England ſhould 
enjoy the like rights and privileges in Scotland: That 
there ſhould be a free communication and intercourſe 
of trade and navigation between the two kingdoms, 
and plantations thereunto belonging; and that all 
laws and ſtatutes in either kingdom, contrary to the 
terms of this union, ſhould be repealed. The Eng- 
Iſh Commiſſioners declined entering into any conſi- 
derations upon theſe propoſals, declaring themſelves 
fully convinced that nothing but an entire union 
could ſettle a perfect and laſting friendihip between 
the two kingdoms. The Scots acquieſced in this 
reply, and both fides proceeded in the treaty, with- 
out any other intervening diſpute. They were twice 
viſited by the Queen, who exhorted them to accele- 
rate the articles of a treaty that would prove ſo ad- 
vantageous to both kingdoms. At length they were 
fimſhed, arranged, and mutually ſigned, on the 
twenty- ſecond of July, and next day preſented to 
her Majeſty, at the palace of St. James's, by the 
Lord Keeper, in the name of the Engliſh Commiſ- 
ſioners: at the ſame time a ſealed copy of the in- 
ſtrument was likewiſe delivered by the Lord Chan- 
cellor of Scotland; and each made a ſhort oration 
on the ſubject, to which the Queen returned a ve 
gracious reply. That fame day the dictated an order 
of Council, that whoever ſhould be concerned in any 
diſcourſe or libel, or in laying wagers relating to the 
union, 
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B O o Kunion, ſhould be proſecuted with the utmoſt rigour 
3 of the law. 

16. XILV. In this famous treaty it was ſtipulated, 
That the ſucceſſion to the united kingdom of Great 
Britain ſhould be veſted in the Princeſs Sophia, and 
her heirs, according to the acts already paſſed in the 
Parliament of England: That the united kingdom 
ſhould be repreſented by one and the ſame Parlia- 
ment: That all the ſubjects of Great Britain ſhould 
enjoy a communication of 1 and advan- 
tages: That they ſhould have the ſame allowances, 
encouragements, and drawbacks; and be under the 
ſame prohibitions, reſtrictions, and regulations, with 
reſpect to commerce and cuſtoms: That Scotland 
ſhould not be charged with the temporary duties on 
ſome certain commodities: That the ſum of three 
hundred and ninety-eight thouſand and eighty-five 
pounds, ten ſhillings, ſhould be granted to the Scots, 
as an equivalent for ſuch parts of the cuſtoms and 
exciſe charged upon that kingdom, in conſequence 
of the union, as would be applicable to the pay- 
ment of the debts of England, according to the 

roportion which the cuſtoms and exciſe of Scotland 
Gy to thoſe of England : That, as the revenues of 
Scotland might increaſe, a further equivalent ſhould 
be allowed for ſuch proportion of the ſaid increaſe, 
as ſhould be applicable to the payment of the debts 
of England: That the ſum to be paid at preſent, as 
well as the- monies arifing from the future equiva- 
lents, ſhould be employed in reducing the coin of 
Scotland to the ſtandard and value of the Engliſh 
coin ; 1n paying off the capital ſtock and intereſt due 
to the propnetors of the African company, which 
ſhould be immediately diffolved ; in diſcharging all 
the publick debts of the kingdom of Scotland ; in 
promoting and encouraging manufactures and fiſhe- 
nes, under the direction of commiſſioners to be ap- 
inted by her Majeſty, and accountable to the 
arhament of Great Britain: That the laws con- 
cerning 
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cerning publick right, policy, and civil govern- CHAP. 
ment, ſhould be the ſame throughout the whole III. 


united kingdom; but that no alteration ſhould be 
made in laws which concerned private right, except 
for evident utility of the ſubjects within Scotland : 
That the Court of Seſſion and all other Courts of 
judicature in Scotland, ſhould remain as then con- 
ſtituted by the laws of that kingdom, with the ſame 
authority and privileges as before the umon ; ſub- 
jet, nevertheleſs, to ſuch regulations as ſhould be 
made by the Parliament of Great Britain: That all 
heritable offices, ſuperiorities, hentable juriſdictions, 
offices for life, and juriſdictions for life, ſhould be 
reſerved to the owners, as rights and property, in the 
ſame manner as then enjoyed by the laws of Scot- 
land: That the rights and privileges of the Royal 
Boroughs in Scotland ſhould remain entire after 
the union: That Scotland ſhould be repreſented in 
the Parliament of Great Britain by fixteen Peers and 
forty-five Commoners, to be elected in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhould be ſettled by the preſent Parliament 
of Scotland : That all Peers of Scotland, and the 
ſucceſſors to their honours ard dignities, ſhould, 
from and after the union, be Peers of Great Britain, 
and ſhould have rank and precedency next and im- 
mediately after the Engliſh Peers of the like orders 
and degrees at the time of the union ; and before 
all Peers of Great Britain of the like orders and de- 
grees, who might be created after the union : That 
they ſhould be tried as Peers of Great Britain, and 
enjoy all privileges of Peers, as fully as enjoyed 
by the Peers of England, except the right and pri- 
vilege of fitting in the Houſe of Lords, and the 
privileges depending thereon, and particularly the 
nght of fitting upon the trials of Peers : That the 
crown, ſceptre, and ſword of ſtate, the records of 
Parliament, and all other records, rolls, and regiſ- 
ters whatſoever, ſhould ſtill remain as they pores 

within 
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B O © k Within that part of the united kingdom called Scot- 
IT. land: That all laws and ſtatutes in either kingdom, 
PD far as they might be conſiſtent with the terms 
of theſe articles, Thould ceaſe and be declared void 
by the reſpective Parliaments of the two king- 
doms.— Such is the ſubſtance of that treaty of union N 
which was ſo eagerly courted by the Engliſh miniſtry, | 
and proved ſo unpalatable to the generality of the M 
Scottiſh nation. 
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d I. Battle of Ramillies, in which the French are de- 
feated. & II. The fiege of Barcelona raiſed by the 


Engliſh fleet. & III. Prince Eugene obtains a com- 
plete victory over the French at Turin. & IV. Sir 
Cloudefley Shovel ſails with a reinforcement to Charles 
King of Spain. & V. The King of Sweden marches 
into Saxony. & VI. The French King demands con- 
ferences for a peace. & VII. Meeting of the Scottiſh 
Parliament. & VIII. Violent oppoſition to the Union. 
IX. The Scots in general avere to the treaty. NX. 
Which is nevertheleſs confirmed in their Parliament. 
XI. Proceedings in the Engliſh Parliament. & XII. 
[he Commons approve of the articles of the Union. 
XIII. 7he Lords paſs a bill for the ſecurity of the 
Church of England. Arguments uſed againſt the 
articles of the Union. Y XIV. Winch, however, 
are confirmed by aft of Parliament. & XV. The 


Parliament revrved by proclamation. & XVI. The 


Queen groes audience to a Muſcovite Ambaſſador. 
XVII. Proceedings in convocation. & XVIII. 
France threatened with total ruin. & XIX. The 
Allies are defeated at Almanza. \ XX. Unſucceſsful 
attempt upon Toulon. & XXI. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel 
wrecked on the rocks of Scilly. Feakneſs of the 
Emperor on the Upper Rhine. & XXII. Interview 
between the King of Sweden and the Duke of Marl- 
borough. & XXIII. active campaign in the Ne- 
therlands. & XXIV. Harley begins to form a 
party againſt the Duke of Marlborough. N XXV. 
The nation diſcontented with the Whig miniſtry. 
$ XXVI. Meeting of the firſt Britiſh Parliament. 
$ XXVII. Inquiry into the ſtate of the war in Spam. 
y XXVIII. Gregg, à clerk in the ſecretary's office, 
detected in a correſpondence with ihe French miniſtry. 


XXX. Harley reſigns his employments. & XXX. 


VOL, II. G 1 
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The Pretender embarks at Dunkirk for Scotland. 
d XXXI. His defign is defeated. \ XXXII. 
State of the nation at that period. & XXXIII. 
Parliament diſſolved. 8 XIV. The French 
furpriſe Ghent and Bruges. \ XXXV. They are 
routed at Oudenarde.  XXXVI. The Allies in- 
veſt Liſle. & XXXVII. They defeat a large body 
of French forces at Wynendale. The Elector of Ba- 
varia attacks Bruſſels. & XXXVIII. Lille fur- 
rendered. Ghent taken, and Bruges abandoned, 
) XXXIX. Congueſt of Minorca by General Stan- 
ope. & XL. Rupture between the Pope and the 
Emperor. & XLI. Death of Prince George of 
Denmark. XLII. The new Parhament aſſembled. 
XLIII. Naturalization bill. & XLIV. Ad of 
grace. & XLV. Dijputes about the Muſcovite Am- 
baffſador compromiſed. 


— — — — 


i 

7 
| 
( 
tl 
l 


BOOK FI. WW HILE this treaty was on the carpet at 
1 home, the allied arms proſpered ſurpri- 
1706. fingly in the Netherlands, in Spain, and in Piedmont. 
The French King had refolved to make very con- 
fiderable efforts in theſe countries; and, indeed, at 

the beginning of the campaign his armies were very 
formidable. He hoped that, by the reduQtion of 
Turin and Barcelona, the war would be extinguiſhed 

in Italy and Catalonia. He knew that he could out- 
number any body of forces that Prince Lows of 
Baden ſhould aflemble on the Rhine ; and he re- 
folved to reinforce his army in Flanders, ſo as to 

be in a condition to act offenſively againſt the Duke 

of Marlborough. This nobleman repaired to Hol- 

land in the latter end of April; and conferred with 

the States-General. - Then he aſſembled the army 
between Borſchloen and Groes-Waren, and found 

It amounted to ſeventy=four battalions of foot, and 

one hundred and twenty-three ſquadrons of horſe 

and dragoons, well furniſhed with artillery and 
pontoons. The Court of. France having received 
intelligence 


intelligence that the Daniſh and Pruſſian troops had e n a f. 
not yet joined the Confederates, ordered the Elector IX. 
of Bavaria and the Mareſchal de Villeroy to attack 26. 
them before the junction could be effected. In 
purſuance of this order they paſſed the Deule on 
tlie nineteenth day of May, and poſted themſelves 
at Tirlemont, being ſuperior in number to the 
allied army. There they were joined by the horſe 
of the army, commanded by Mareſchal Marſin, and 
encamped between Tirlemont and Judoigne. On 
Whitſunday, early in the morning, the Duke of 
Marlborough advanced with his army in eight 
columns towards the village of Ramillies, being by 
this time joined by the Danes; and he learned that 
the enemy were in march to give him battle. Next 
day the French Generals perceiving the Confederates 
ſo near them, took poſſeſſion of a ſtrong camp, the 
right extending to the tomb of Hautemont, on the 
ſide of the Mehaigne; their left to Anderkirk; and 
the village of Ramillies being near their centre. 
The confederate army was drawn up in order of 
battle, with the right wing near Foltz on the brook 
of Yauſe, and the left by the village of Franquenies, 
which the enemy had occupied. The Duke ordered 
Lieutenant-General Schultz, with twelve battalions 
and twenty pieces of cannon, to begin the action, 
by attacking Ramillies, which was ſtrongly fortified 
with artillery. At the ſame time Velt-Mareſchal 
| D'Auverquerque on the left, commanded Colonel 
Wertmuller, with four battalions and two pieces of 
cannon, to diſlodge the enemy's infantry poſted 
among the hedges of Franquenies. Both theſe or- 
ders were ſucceſsfully executed. The Dutch and 
Daniſh horſe of the left wing charged with great 
vigour and intrepidity, but were ſo roughly handled 
by the troops of the French King's houſehold, that 
they began to give way, when the Nuke of Marl- 
borough ſuſtained them with the body of reſerve, 


and twenty ſquadrons drawn from the right, where a 
9 2 moraſs 
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B o G kmoraſs prevented them from acting. In the mean 


I. 


time, he in perſon rallied ſome of the broken 


N=" ſquadrons, in order to renew the charge, wl.cn his 


own horſe falling, he was ſurrounded by the Jcuemy, 
and muſt have been either killed or take: 5iuoner, 
had not a body of infantry come ſegſonably to his 
relief. When he remounted his horſe, the head of 
Col. Brienfield, his gentleman of the horſe, wog car- 
ried off by a cannon-ball while he held the uke's 
ſtirrup. Before the reinforcement arrived, the beſt 
part of the French mouſquetaires were cut in pieces. 
All the troops poſted in Ramillies were either killed 
or taken. The reſt of the enemy's infantry began 
to 8 in tolerable order, under cover of the 
cavalry on their left wing, which formed themſelves 
in three lines between Oſſuz and Anderkirk: but 
the Engliſh horſe having found means to paſs the 
rivulet which divided them from the enemy, fell 
upon them with ſuch impetuoſity, that they aban- 
doned their foot, and were terribly ſlaughtered in 
the village of Anderkirk. They now gave way on 
all fides. The horſe fled three different ways; but 
were ſo cloſely purſued, that very few eſcaped. The 
Elector of Bavaria, and the Mareſchal de Villeroy 
fved themſelves with the utmoſt difficulty. Several 
waggons of the enemy's van-guard breaking down 


in a narrow pals, obſtructed the way in ſuch a 


manner, that the baggage and artillery could not 
proceed; nor could their troops defile in order. 
The victorious horſe being informed of this accident 
prefled on them ſo vigorouily, that great numbers 
threw down their arms and ſubmitted. The purſuit 
was followed through Judoigne till two o'clock in 
the morning, five Jeagues from the field of battle, 
and within two of Louvaine. In a word, the Con- 
federates obtained a complete victory. They took 
the enemy's baggage and artillery, about one hun- 

red and twenty colours, or ſtandards, fix hundred 
otticers, ſix thouſand private fokdiers ; and _ 
— 7 | eight 
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eight thouſand were killed or wounded.* Prince c HAP. 


Maximilian and Prince Monbaſon loſt their lives: 
the Major-General Palavicim and Mizieres were 
taken, together with the Marquiſſes de Bar, de 


Nonant, and de la Beaume, this laſt the ſon of the 


Mareſchal de Tallard, Monſieur de Montmorency, 
nephew to the Duke of Luxembourg, and man 

other perſons of diſtinction. The lots of the Allies 
did not exceed three thouſand men, including Prince 
Louis of Heſſe, and Mr. Bentinck, who were flain 
in the engagement. The French Generals retired 
with precipitation to Bruſſels, while the Allies 
took poſſeſſion of Louvaine, and next day encamped 
at Bethlem. The battle of Ramillies was attended 
with the immediate conqueſt of all Brabant. The 
cities of Louvaine, Mechlin, Bruſſels, Antwerp, 
Ghent, and Bruges, ſubmitted without reſiſtance, 
and acknowledged King Charles. Oſtend, though 
ſecured by a ſtrong garriſon, was ſurrendered after 
a ſiege of ten days. Menin, eſteemed the moſt 
finiſhed fortification in the Netherlands, and 
guarded by fix thouſand men, met with the ſame 
fate. The garriſon of Dendermonde ſurrendered 
themſelves priſoners of war ; and Aeth ſubmitted on 
the ſame conditions. The French troops were 
diſpirited. The city of Paris was overwhelmed 
with conſternation. Louis affected to bear his 
misfortunes with calmneſs and compoſure ; but the 
conſtraint had ſuch an effect upon his conſtitution, 
that his phyſicians thought it neceſſary to preſcribe 
trequent bleeding, which he accordingly under- 
went. At his court no mention was made of mili- 
fary nes: all was ſolemn, filent, and re- 

rved. 


* The French impute the loſs of this battle to the miſconduct of 
Villeroy, who, it muſt be owned, made a moſt wretched diſpoſition, 
When he returned to Verſailles, where be expected to meet with no- 
thing but reproaches, Louis received him without the leatt mark of 
diſpleaſure, ſaying, © Mr, Mareſchal, you and. 1 are tos old to be 
fortunate,” | 
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8 OORK F II. Had the iſſue of the campaign in Catalonia 

I. been ſuch as the beginning ſeemed to prognoſticate, 
7706. the French King might have in ſome meaſure con- 
ſoled himſelf for his diſgraces in the Netherlands. 

On the fixth day of April King Philip, at the head 
of a numerous army, undertook the fiege of Bar- 
celona, while the Count de Thoulouſe blocked it 
up with a powerful ſquadron. The inhabitants, 
animated by the preſence of King Charles, made 
a vigorous defence; and the garriſon was reinforced 
with ſome troops from Gironne and other places. 
But, after the fort of Montjuic was taken, the place 
was ſo hard preſſed, that Charles ran the utmoſt 
riſk of falling into the hands of the enemy; for 
the Earl of Peterborough, who had marched from 
Valencia with two thouſand men, found it imprac- 
ticable 'to enter the city. Nevertheleſs, he main- 
tained his poſt upon the hills; and, with ſurpriſing 
courage and activity, kept the beſiegers in continual 
alarm. At length, Sir John Leake failed from 
Liſbon with thirty ſhips of the line; and on the 
eighth day of May arrived in fight of Barcelona, 
The French Admiral no ſooner received intelligence 
of his approach, than he ſet fail for Toulon. In 
three days after his departure, King Philip aban- 
doned the ſiege, and retired in great diſorder, 
leaving behind his tents, with the fick and wounded. 
On the ſide of Portugal the Duke of Berwick was 
left with ſuch an inconſiderable force as proved 
inſufficient to defend the frontiers. The Earl of 
Galway, with an army of twgnty thouſand men, 
undertook the ſiege of Alcantara; and in three 
days the garriſon, conſiſting of four thouſand men, 
were made priſoners of war. Then he marched to 
Placentia, and advanced as far as the bridge of 
Almaris ; but the Portugueſe would penetrate no 
farther until they ſhould know the fate of Barcelona. 
When they underſtood the ſiege was raiſed, they 
conſented to proceed to Madrid. Philip ger 
| ” they 
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their intention, poſted to that capital, and ſent his c HAP. 

ueen with all his valuable effects to Burgos, whither IX. 
he followed her in perſon, after having deſtroyed c. 
every thing that he could not carry away. About 
the latter end of June the Earl of Galway entered 
the city without reſiſtance; but the Spaniards were 
extremely mortified to ſee an army of Portugueſe, 
headed by an heretick, in poſſeſſion of their capital, 
King Charles loitered away his time in Barcelona, 
until his competitor recovered his ſpirits, and 
received ſuch reinforcements as enabled him to 
return to Madrid, with an army equal to that com- 
manded by the Earl of Galway. This General 
made a motion towards Arragon, in order to faci- 
litate his conjunction with Charles, who had ſet out 
by the way of Saragoſſa, where he was acknowledged 
as Sovereign of Arragon and Valencia. In the 
beginning of Auguſt this Prince arrived at the 
Portugueſe camp, with a ſmall reinforcement ; and 
in a few days was followed by the Earl of Peter- 
borough, at the head of five hundred dragoons. 
The two armies were now pretty equal in point of 
number ; but as each expected further reinforce- 
ments, neither choſe to hazard an engagement. 
The Earl of Peterborough, who aſpired to the 
chief command, and hated the Prince of Lichten- 
ſtein, who enjoyed the confidence of King Charles, 
retired in diſguſt; and embarking on board an 
Engliſh ſhip of war, ſet fail for Genoa. The Engliſh 
fleet continued all the ſummer in the Mediterranean; 
they ſecured Carthagena, which had declared for 
Charles: they took the town of Alicant by aſſault, 
and the caſtle by capitulation. Then failing out of 
the Straits, one ſquhdron was detached to the Weſt- 
Indies, another to lie at Liſbon, and the reſt were 
ſent home to England. | 

III. Fortune was not more propitious to the 
French in Italy than in Flanders. The Duke de 
Vendome having, been recalled to aſſume the _ 

| man 
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336 B O O Kmand in Flanders after the battle of Ramillies, the 
1 . Duke of Orleans was placed at the head of the 
| 2706, army in Piedmont, under the tutorage and direction 
of the Mareſchal de Marſin. They were ordered 
to beſiege Turin, which was accordingly inveſted 
in the month of May; and the operations carried 
on till the beginning of September. Great prepa- 
rations had been made for this ſiege. It was not 
undertaken until the Duke of Savoy had rejected 
all the offers of the French Monarch, which were 
ſufficient to have ſhaken a Prince of leſs courage 
and fortitude. The Duke de la Feuillade having 
finiſhed the lines of circumvallation and contraval- 
lation, ſent his Quarter-maſter General with a 
trumpet, to offer paſſports and a guard for the 
removal of the Ducheſs and her children. The 
Duke of Savoy replied, that he did not intend to 
remove his family, and that the Mareſchal might 
begin to execute his maſter's orders whenever he 
ſhould think fit, but, when the ſiege began with 
nncommon fury, and the French fired red-hot balls 
into the place, the two Ducheſſes, with the young 
Prince and Princeſſes, quitted Turin, and retired 
to Quieraſco, from whence they were conducted 
through many dangers into the territories of Genoa. 
The Duke himſelf forſook his capital, in order to 
put himſelf at the head of his cavalry ; and was 
urſued from place to place by five-and-forty 
ſquadrons, under the command of the Count D'Au- 
beterre. Notwithſtanding the very noble defence 
which was made by the garriſon of Turin, which 
deſtroyed fourteen theuſand of the enemy during 
the courſe of the ſiege, the defences were almoſt 
ruined, their ammunition began to fail, and they 
had no proſpect of relief but from Prince Eugene, 
who had numberleſs difficulties to encounter before 
he could march to their aſſiſtance. The Duke de 
Vendome, before he left Italy, had ſecured all the 
fords of the Adige, the Mincio, and the Oghs, 
all 
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and formed ſuch lines and entrenchments as hecn ap. 
imagined would effectually hinder the Imperial IX. 
General from arriving in time to relieve the city 1706. 
of Turin. But the Prince ſurmounted all oppoſition ; 
paſſed four great nvers in deſpite of the enemy, 
and reached the neighbourhood of Turin on the 
thirteenth day of Auguſt. There being joined by 
the Duke of Savoy, he paſſed the Po between 
Montcalier and Cavignan. On the fifth day of 
September they took a convoy of eight hundred 
loaded mules : next day they paſſed the Doria, and 
encamped with the right on the bank of that river 
before Pianeſſa, and the left on the Stura before the 
Veneria. The enemy were entrenched, having the 
Stura on their right, the Doria on their left, and 
the convent of Capuchins, called Notre Dame de 
la Campagne, in their centre. When Prince Eugene 
approached Turin, the Duke of Orleans propoſed 
to march out of the entrenchments, and give him 
battle; and this propoſal was ſeconded by all the 
General officers, except Marfin, who, finding the 
Duke determined, produced an order from the 
French King commanding the Duke to follow the 
Mareſchal's advice. The Court of : Verſailles was 
now become afraid of hazarding an engagement 
againſt thoſe who had ſo often deteated their armies 
and this officer had private inſtructions to keep 
within the trenches. On the ſeventh day of Septem- 
ber the Confederates marched up to the entrench- 
ments of the French, in eight columns, through a 
terrible fire from forty pieces of artillery, and were 
formed in order of battle within half-cannon ſhot of 
the enemy. Then they advanced to the attack with 
lurprifing reſolution, and met with ſuch a warm 
reception as ſeemed to ſtop their progreſs. Prince 
Eugene perceiving this check, drew his ſword, and 
putting himſelf at the head of the battalions on the 
left, forced the entrenchments at the firſt charge. 
The Duke of Savoy met with the fame ſucceſs in 
| | the 
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B O o Kthe centre, and on the right near Lucengo. The 
I. horſe advanced through — intervals of the foot, 
>> left for that purpoſe; and breaking in with vaſt 
| impetuoſity, completed the confuſion of the enemy, 
who were defeated on all hands, and retired with 
recipitation to the other fide of the Po, while the 
Duke of Savoy entered his capital in triumph. The 
Duke of Orleans exhibited repeated proofs of the 
moſt intrepid courage; and received ſeveral wounds 

in the engagement. Mareſchal de Marſin fell into 

the hands of the victors, his thigh being ſhattered with 

a ball, and died in a few hours after the amputation. 

Of the French army about five thouſand men were 
flain on the field of battle : a great number of officers, 

and upwards of ſeven thouſand men were taken, 
together with two hundred and fifty-five pieces of 

. cannon, one hundred and eighty mortars, an incre- 
dible quantity of ammunition, all the tents and 
baggage, five thouſand beaſts of burthen, ten thou- 
ſand horſes belonging to thirteen regiments of dra- 
goons, and the mules of the Commullary-general, fo 
richly laden, that this part of the booty alone was 
valued at three millions of livres. The loſs of the 
Confederates did not exceed three thouſand men 
killed or diſabled in the action, beſides about the 
ſame number at the garriſon of Turin, which had 
fallen ſince the beginning of the ſiege. This was 
ſuch a fatal ſtroke to the intereſt of Louis, that 
Madame de Maintenon would not venture to make 
him fully acquainted with the ſtate of his affairs. 

He was told that the Duke of Orleans had raiſed 

the ſiege of Turin at the approach of Prince Eugene; 

but he knew not that his own army was defeated 

and ruined. The ſpirits of the French were a little 
comforted in conſequence of an advantage gained 
about / this time, by the Count de Medavi-grancey, 
who commanded a body of troops left in the Man- 
tuan territories. He ſurpriſed the Prince of Heſſe 

in the neighbourhood of Caſtighone, and _ ged 
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thouſand men: but this victory was attended with 
no conſequence in their favour. The Duke of 
Orleans retreated into Dauphinte, while the French 

arriſons were driven out of every place they occupied 
in Piedmont and Italy, except Cremona, Valenza, 
and the caſtle of Milan, which were blocked up by 
the Confederates. | 

IV. Over and above theſe diſaſters which the 
French ſuſtained in the courſe of this campaign, they 
were miſerably alarmed by the project of an invaſion 
from Britain, formed by the Marquis de Guiſcard, 
who, actuated by a family diſguſt, had abandoned 
his country, and become a partizan of the Confede- 
rates. He was declared a Lieutenant-general in the 
Emperor's army, and came over to London, after 
having ſettled a correſpondence with the malcon- 
tents in the ſouthern parts of France. He inſinuated 
himſelf into the friendſhip of Henry St. John, Se- 
cretary of War, and other perſons of diſtinction. 
His ſcheme of invading France was approved by the 
Britiſh miniſtry, and he was promoted to the com- 
mand of a regiment of dragoons deſtined for that 
ſervice. About eleven thouſand men were embarked 
under the conduct of Earl Rivers, with a large train 
of artillery; and the combined ſquadrons, com- 
manded by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, ſet ſail from 
Plymouth on the thirteenth day of Auguſt. Next 


day they were forced into Torbay by contrary winds, 


and there they held a council of war to concert 
their operations, when they diſcovered that Guiſ- 
card's plan was altogether chimencal, or at leaſt 
founded upon ſuch ſlight affurances and conjectures, 
as could not juſtify their proceeding to execution. 
An expreſs was immediately diſpatched to the Ad- 
miralty, with the refult of this council ; and, in the 
mean time, letters arrived at Court from the Earl of 
Galway, after his retreat from Madrid to Valencia, 
foliciting ſuccours with the moſt earneſt — 

e 


91 


him to retire to the Adige, with the loſs of twoCH AP. 
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B O O R The expedition to France was immediately poſtponed, 
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and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was ordered to make the 
beſt of his way for Liſbon, there to take ſuch mea- 
ſures as the ſtate of the war in Spain ſhould render 
neceflary. Guiſcard and his officers being ſet on 
ſhore, the fleet ſailed with the firſt fair wind, and 
towards the latter end of October arrived at Liſbon, 
On the twenty-eighth day of the next month the 
King of Portugal died, and his eldeſt fon and ſuc- 
ceſſor being but eighteen years of age, was even 
more than his father influenced by a nuniſtry which 
had private connex1ons with the Court of Verſailles. 
Nevertheleſs, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel and Earl Rivers, 
being preſſed by letters from King Charles and the 
Earl of Galway, failed to their aſſiſtance in the 
beginning of January; and on the twenty-eighth 
arrived at Alicant, from whence the Earl of Rivers 
proceeded by land to Valencia, in order to aſſiſt at 
a general council of war. The operations of the 
enſuing campaign being concerted, and the army 
joined by the reinforcement from England, Earl 
Rivers, diſliking the country, returned with the 
Admiral to Liſbon. 

SV. Poland was at length delivered from the 
preſence of the King of Sweden, who in the be- 
ginning of September ſuddenly marched through 
Luſatia into Saxony; and in a little time laid that 
whole electorate under contribution. Auguſtus 
being thus cut off from all reſource, reſolved to 
obtain peace on the Swede's own terms, and en- 
gaged in a ſecret treaty for this purpoſe. In the 
mean time the Poles and Muſcovites attacked the 
Swediſh forces at Kaliſh in Great Poland ; and by 
dint of numbers routed them with great flaughter. 
Notwithſtanding this event, Auguſtus ratified the 
treaty, by which he acknowledged Staniſlaus as true 
and rightful King of Poland, reſerving to himſelf 
no more than the empty title of Sovereign. The 


Confederates were not a httle alarmed to find Charles 
in 
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in the heart of Germany, and the French Court did e HAP. 
not fail to court his alliance; but he continued on IX. 
the reſerve againſt all their ſolicitations. Then they TRE 
implored his mediation for a peace; and he an- 
{wered, that he would interpoſe his good offices, as 
ſoon as he ſhould know they would be agrecable to 
the powers engaged in the grand alliance. 
VI. The pride of Louis was now humbled to 
ſuch a degree as might have excited the compaſſion 
of his enemies. He employed the Elector of Bavaria 
to write letters in his name to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough and the deputies of the States-General, con- 
taining propoſals for opening a congreſs. He 
had already tampered with the Dutch, in a memo- 
rial preſented by the Marquis d' Alegre. He like- 
wiſe beſought the Pope to interpoſe in his behalf. 
He offered to cede either Spain and the Weſt- 
Indies, or Milan, Naples, and Sicily to King Charles ; 
to give up a barrier for the Dutch in the Ne- 
therlands; and to indemnify the Duke of Savoy 
for the ravages that had been committed in his do- 
minions. Though his real aim was peace, yet he 
did not deſpair of being able to excite ſuch jealouſies 
among the Confederates as might ſhake the baſis of 
their union. His hope was not altogether diſap- 
pointed. The Court of Vienna was ſo much alarmed 
at the offers he had made, and the reports circulated 
by his emiſſaries, that the Emperor reſolved to 
make himſelf maſter of Naples before the Allies ſhould 
have it in their power to cloſe with the propoſals of 
France. This was the true motive of his concluding 
a treaty with Lows in the ſucceeding winter, by 
which the Milaneſe was entirely evacuated, and the 
French King at liberty to employ thoſe troops in 
making ſtrong efforts againſt the Confederates in 
Spain and the Netherlands. The Dutch were in- 
toxicated with ſucceſs, and their Penſionary, Hein- 
ſius, entirely influenced by the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who found his account in the continuance a 
| t ae 
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BO Oo Kthe war, which at once gratified his avarice and 
I. ambition; for all his great qualities were obſcured 
e by the ſordid paſſion of accumulating wealth. During 
the whole war the Allies never had ſuch an oppor- 
tunity as they now enjoyed to bridle the power of 
France effectually, and ſecure the liberties of the 
empire; and, indeed, if their real * was to 
eſtabliſh an equal balance between the houſes of 
Auſina and Bourbon it could not have been better 
effected than by dividing the Spaniſh monarchy 
between theſe two potentates. The acceſſion of 
Spain, with all its appendages, to either, would have 
deſtroyed the equilibrium which the Allies propoſed 
to eſtabliſh. But other motives contributed to a 
continuation of the war. The powers of the con- 
federacy were fired with the ambition of making 
conqueſts ; and England in particular thought her- 
ſelf 1ntitled to an indemnification for the immenſe 
ſums ſhe had expended. Animated by theſe con- 
curring conſiderations, Queen Anne and the States- 
General rejected the offers of France ; and declared, 
that they would not enter into any negociation for 
peace, except in concert with their allies. 
$ VII. The Tories of England began to meditate 
ſchemes of oppoſition againit the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough. They looked upon him as a ſelfiſh noble- 
man, who ſacrificed the intereſt of the nation, in 
protracting a ruinous war for his own private advan- 
tage. They ſaw their country oppreſſed with an 
increaſing load of taxes, which they apprehended 
would in a little time become an intolerable burthen ; 
and they did not doubt but at this period ſuch terms 
might be obtained as would fully anſwer the great 
purpaſe of the confederacy. This, indeed, was the 
prevailing opinion among all the ſenſible people of 
the nation who were not particularly intereſted in 
the proſecution of the war, either by being connected 
with the General, or in ſome ſhape employed in 


the management of the finances, The Tories were 
| likewiſe 
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likewiſe inſtigated by a party-ſpirit againſt Marlbo- c HAP. 
rough, who, by means of his wife, was in full poſ- IX. 
ſeſſion of the Queen's confidence, and openly 2708. 
patronized the Whig faction. But the attention of 
ople in general was now turned upon the Scottiſh 
- which took into confideration the treaty 
of Union lately concluded between the Commiſ- 
fioners of both kingdoms. On the third day of 
October, the Duke of Queenſberry, as High-com- 
miſſioner, produced the Queen's letter, in which ſhe 
expreſſed her hope, that the terms of the treaty 
would be acceptable to her Parhament of Scotland. 
She ſaid, an entire and perfect union would be the 
ſolid foundation of a laſting peace : 1t would ſecure 
their religion, hberty, and property, remove the 
animoſities that prevailed among themſelves, and 
the jealouſies that fubſiſted between the two nations: 
it would increaſe their ſtrength, riches, and com- 
merce : the whole iſland would be joined in affec- 
tion, and free from all apprehenſions of different 
intereſts : it would be enabled to refiſt all its ene- 
mies, ſupport the Proteſtant intereſt every where, 
and maintain the liberties of Europe. She renewed 
her aſſurance of maintaining the government of 
ther Church ; and told them, that now they had 
an opportunity of taking ſuch ſteps as might be 
neceſſary for its ſecurity after the Union. She 
demanded the neceſſary ſupplies. She obſerved, that 
the great ſucceſs with which Gop Almighty had 
blefſed her arms afforded the nearer proſpect of a 
happy peace, with which they would enjoy the full 
advantages of this Union : that they had no reaſon 
to doubt but the Parliament of England would do 
all that ſhould be neceſſary on their part to confirm 
the Union : finally, ſhe recommended calmneſs and 
unanimity in deliberating on this great and weighty 
affair, of ſuch conſequence to the whole iſland of 


Great-Britain. 
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Book { VIII. Hitherto the articles of the Union had been 


I. 


induſtriouſly concealed from the knowledge of the 


17:6. People : but the treaty being recited in Parliament, 


and the particulars divulged, ſuch a flame was kind- 
ted throngh the whole nation, as had not appeared 
ſince the Reſtoration. The Cavaliers or Jacobites 
had always foreſeen that this Union would extinguiſh 
all their hopes of a Revolution in favour of a Pre- 
tender. The nobility found themſelves degraded 
in point of dignity and influence, by being excluded 
from their ſeats in Parliament. The trading part 
of the nation beheld their commerce ſaddled with 
heavy duties and reſtrictions, and conſidered the 
privilege of trading to the Englith plantations as a 
precarious and uncertain proſpect of advantage. 
The barons, or gentlemen, were exaſperated at a 
coalition, by which their Parliament was annihilated, 
and their credit deſtroyed. The people in general 
exclaimed, that the dignity of their Crown was 
betrayed ; that the independency of their nation had 
fallen a ſacrifice to treachery and corruption; that 
whatever conditions might be ſpeciouſly offered, 


they could not expect they would be obſerved by a 


Parliament in which the Engliſh had ſuch a majority. 
They exaggerated the dangers to which the conſti- 
tution of their Church would be expoſed from a 
bench of Biſhops, and a Parliament of Epiſcopalians. 
This conſideration alarmed the Preſbyterian mini- 
ſters to ſuch a degree, that they employed all their 

wer and credit in waking the reſentment of their 

earers againſt the treaty, which produced an uni- 
verſal ferment among all ranks of people. Even the 
moſt rigid Puritans joined the Cavaliers in expreſſing 
their deteſtation of the Union; and laying aſide 


their mutual animoſities, promiſed to co-operate in 


oppoſing a meaſure ſo ignominious and prejudicial 
to their country. In Parliament the oppoſition was 
headed by the Dukes of Hamilton and Athol, and 
the Marquis of Annandale. The firſt of theſe 

6 noblemen 


J ͤK O37” 


AN NE. 


the Pretender; but he was afraid of embarking too 
far in his cauſe, and avoided violent meaſures in the 
diſcuſſion of this treaty, left he ſhould incur the re- 
ſentment of the Englith Parliament, and forfeit the 
eſtate he poſſeſſed in that kingdom. Athol was 
more forward in his profeſſions of attachment to the 
Court of St. Germain's ; but he had leſs ability, and 
his zeal was ſuppoſed to have been inflamed. by re- 
ſentment againſt the miniſtry. The debates upon 
the different articles of the treaty were carried on 
with great heat and vivacity; and many ſhrewd ar- 
guments were uſed againſt this ſcheme of an incorpo- 
rating Union. One member affirmed, that it would 
furniſh a handle to any aſpiring Prince to overthrow 
the liberties of all Britain ; for if the parliament of 
Scotland could alter, or rather ſubvert its conſtitu- 
tion, this circumſtance might be a precedent for the 
Parliament of Great Britain to aſſume the fame 
power : that the repreſentatives for Scotland would, 
from their poverty, depend upon thoſe who poſſeſſed 
the means of corruption; and having expreſſed fo 
little concern for the ſupport of their own conſtitu- 
tion, would pay very little regard to that of any 
other. What! (ſaid the Duke of Hamilton) ſhall 
we in half an hour give up what our forefathers 
© maintained with their lives and fortunes for man 

«ages? Are here none of the deſcendants of thoſe 
* worthy patriots, who defended the liberty of their 
country againſt all invaders; who aſſiſted the great 
King Robert Bruce to reſtore the. conſtitution, 
*and revenge the falſehood of England, and the 
* uſurpation of Baliol ? Where are the Douglafles 
*and Campbells? Where are the Peers, where are 
*the Barons, once the bulwark of the nation ? 
Shall we yield up the ſovereignty and indepen- 


* dency of our country, when we are commanded 
| VOL. 11, H * by 


noblemen had wavered ſo much in his conduct, that c HA p. | 
it is difficult to aſcertain -his real political principles. IX. 
He was generally ſuppoſed to favour the claim of 1.6. 
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BOOK® by thoſe we repreſent to preſerve the ſame, and 
I. <«aflured of their affiſtance to ſupport us?“ The 
os. Duke of Athol proteſted againſt an incorporating 
Union, as contrary to the honour, intereſt, fun- 
damental laws, and conſtitution of the kingdom 

of Scotland, the birthright of the Peers, the rights 
and privileges of the Barons and Boroughs, and, to 

the claim of nght, property, and hberty of the ſub- 
jects. To this proteſt nineteen Peers and forty-fix 
Commoners adhered, The Earl Mariichal entered 

a proteſt, importing, that no perſon being ſucceſſor 

to the crown of England ſhould inherit that of Scot- 
land, without ſuch previous limitations as might 
ſecure the honour and ſovereignty of the Scottith 
Crown and kingdom, the frequency and power of 
Parliament, the religion, liberty, and trade of the 
nation, from Engliſh or any foreign influence. He 

was ſeconded by fix and-forty members. With re- 
gard to the third article of the Union, ſtipulating, 
that both kingdoms ſhould be repreſented by one 
and the fame Parliament, the country- party ob- 


ſerved, that, by aſſenting to this expedient, they did | 
in effect ſink their own conſtitution, while that of ' 
' England underwent no alteration : that in all nations t 
there are fundamentals which no power whatever ſ 
can alter: that the rights and privileges of Parlia- 7 
ment being one of theſe fundamentals among the 1 
Scots, no Parliament, or any other power, could 0 
ever legally prohibit the meeting of Parliaments, or L 
deprive any of the three eſtates of its right of fitting 8t 
or voting in Parliament, or give up the rights and th 
privileges of Parliament: but that by this treaty the H 
Sti—_ of Scotland was entirely abrogated, its pri 


rights and privileges ſacrificed, and thoſe of the 
 Englith Parliament ſubſtituted in their place. They 

argued, that though the legiſlative power in Parlia- 
ment was regulated and determined by a majority of 
voices; yet the giving up the conſtitution, with the 
rights and privileges of the nation, was not ſubject 

- = to 
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to elect and be repreſented in Parliament. They 
affirmed that the obligation laid on the Scottiſh 
members to reſide ſo. long in London, in attendance 
on the Britiſh Parliament, would drain Scotland of 
all its money, impoveriſh the members, and ſubject 
them to the temptation of being corrupted. Another 
proteſt was entered by the Marquis of Annandale 
againſt an incorporating Umon, as being odious to 
the people, ſubverſive of the conſtitution, ſovereign- 
ty, and claim of right, and threatening ruin to the 
Church as by law eſtabliſhed. Fifty-two members 
joined in this proteſtation. Almoſt every article 
produced the moſt inflammatory diſputes. The Lord 
Belhaven enumerated the miſchiets which would at- 
tend the Union in a pathetick ſpeech, that drew tears 
from the audience, and 1s at tins day looked upon 
as a prophecy by great part of the Scottiſh nation. 
Addreſſes againſt the treaty were preſented to Par- 
lament by the Convention of Boroughs, the Com- 
miſſioners of the General Aſſembly, the Company 
trading to Africa and the Indies, as well as from 
ſeveral ſhires, ſtewartries, boroughs, towns, and pa- 
riſhes, in all the different parts of the kingdom, 
without diſtinction of Whig or Tory, Epiſcopalian 
or Preſbyterian. The Earl of Buchan for the Peers, 
Lockhart of Carnwarth for the Barons, Sir Walter 
Stuart in behalf of the Peers, Barons, and Boroughs, 
the Earls of Errol and Mariſchal tor themſelves, as 
High-conſtable and Earl-raarſhal of the kingdom, 
proteſted ſeverally againſt the treaty of Union. 

IX. While this oppoſition raged within doors, 
the reſentment of the people roſe to tranſports of 
fury and revenge. The more rigid Preſbyterians, 
known by the name of Cameronians, choſe officers, 
tormed themſelves into regiments, provided horſes, 
ums, and ammunition, and marching to Dumfries, 

* burned 


to ſuffrage, being founded on dominion and pro- HAP. 
perty; and therefore could not be legally ſurrendered IX. 
without the conſent of every perſon who had a right 1706. 
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WR 09K rs the articles of the Union at the Market-crof, 
— ©,» juſtifying their conduct in a publick declaration. 
The w. Fa a tender of their er wp to Duke 
- Hamilton, from whom they received encouragement 
in ſecret. They reconciled themſelves to the Epiſ- 
copalians and the Cavaliers: they reſolved to take 
the route to Edinburgh, and diffolve the Parlia- 
ment; while the Duke of Athol undertook to ſecure 
the paſs of Sterling with his Highlanders, ſo as to 
open the communication between the weſtern and 
northern parts of the kingdom. Seven or eight 
thouſand men were actually ready to appear in arms 
at the town of Hamilton, and march directly to 
Edinburgh, under the Duke's command, when that 
nobleman altered his opinion, and diſpatched private 
couners through the whole country, requiring the 
eople to defer their meeting till further directions. 
he more ſanguine Cavaliers accuſed his Grace of 
treachery; but in all likelihood he was actuated by 
rudential motives. He alledged, in his own ex- 
cuſe, that the nation was not in a condition to carry 
on ſuch an enterprize, eſpecially as the Engliſh had 
already detached troops to the border, and might in 
a few days have wafted over a conſiderable reinforce- 
ment from Holland. During this commotion among 
the Cameronians, the cities of Edinburgh and Glaſ- 
gow were filled with tumults. Sir Patrick Johnſton, 
provoſt of Edinburgh, who had been one of the 
Commiſſioners for the Union, was beſieged in his 
own houſe by the populace, and would have been 
torn in pieces, had not the guards diſperſed the mul- 
titude. The Privy Council iſſued a proclamation 
againſt riots, commanding all perſons to retire from 
the ſtreets whenever the drum thould beat; ordering 
the guards to fire upon thoſe who ſhould diſobe) 
this command, and indemnifying them from all pro- 
ſecution for maiming or ſlaying the lieges. 
ds were placed all en the houſe in which the 
cers and Commons were aſſembled, and the * 
| i 8 
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ci] received the thanks of the Parliament, for havingCH AP. 
thus provided for their ſafety. Notwithſtanding &. 
theſe precautions of the Government, the Commiſ- 
ſioner was conſtantly ſaluted with the curſes and im- 
precations of the people as he paſſed along: his 
ards were pelted, and ſome of his attendants 
wounded with ſtones as they ſat by him in the coach, 
ſo that he was obliged to paſs through the ſtreets 
on full gallop. | 
X. Againft all this national fury, the Dukes of 
Queenſberry and Argyle, the Earls of Montroſe, | 
Seafield, and Stair, and the other noblemen attached . 
to the Union, acted with equal prudence and reſo- 
lution. They argued ſtrenuouſly againſt the ob- 
jections that were ſtarted in the houſe. They magni- 
fied the advantages that would accrue to the king- 
dom from the privileges of trading to the Engliſh 
lantations, and being protected in their commerce 
b a powerful navy; as well as from the excluſion of 
a Popiſh Pretender, who they knew was odious to 
the nation in general. They found means, partly 
by their promiſes, and partly by corruption, to bring 
over the Earls of Roxburgh and Marchmont, with 
the whole ſquadron who had hitherto been unpropi- 
tious to the Court. They diſarmed the reſentment 
of the clergy, by promoting an act to be inſerted 
in the Union, declaring the Preſbyterian diſcipline 
to be the only government in the Church of Scot- 
land, unalterable in all ſucceeding times, and a fun- 
damental article of the treaty. They ſoothed the 
African Company with the proſpect of being indem- 
nified for the loſſes they had ſuſtained. They amuſed 
individuals with the hope of ſharing the reſt of the 
equivalent. They employed emiſſaries to allay the 
ferment among the Cameronians, and diſunite them 
from the Cavaliers, by canting, praying, and de- 
monſtrating the abſurdity, ſinfulneſs, and danger of 
ſuch a coalition. Theſe remonſtrances were rein- 


forced by the ſum of twenty thouſand pounds, * 


— 
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B OO Kthe Queen privately lent to the Scottiſh treaſury, and 


* 


1 
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which was now diſtributed by the miniſtry in ſuch 


a manner as might beſt conduce to the ſucceſs of 
the treaty. By theſe practices they diminiſhed, 
though they could not filence the clamour of the 
people, and obtained a conſiderable majority in Par- 
hament, which out-voted all oppoſition. Not but 
that the Duke of Queenſberry at one time deſpaired 


of ſuccceeding, and being in continual apprehenſion 


for his life, expreſſed a deſire of adjourning the Par- 
liament, until by time and good management he ſhould 
be able to remove thoſe difficulties that then ſeemed 
to be inſurmountable. But the Lord-Treaſurer Go- 
dolphin, who foreſaw that the meaſure would be 
entirely loſt by delay, and was no judge of the dif- 


ficulties, inſiſted upon his proceeding. It was at 


this period that he remitted the money, and gave 
directions for having forces: ready at a call, both in 
England and Ireland. At length the Scottiſh Par- 
lament approved and ratifted all the articles of the 
Union with ſome {mall variation. They then pre- 
pared an act for regulating the election of the ſix- 
teen Peers, and forty-five Commoners to repreſent 
Scotland in the Britiſh Parliament. This being 
touched with the ſceptre, the Three Eſtates pro- 
ceeded to elect their repreſentatives. The remain- 
ing part of the ſeſſion was employed in making re- 
gulations concerning the coin, in examining the ac- 
counts of their African Company, and providing 
for the due application of the equivalent, which was 
ſcandalonſly miſapplied. On the twenty-fifth day of 
March the Commiſſioner adjourned the Parliament, 
after having, in a ſhort ſpeech, taken notice of the 
honour they had acquired in concluding an affair of 
ſuch 1mportance to their country. Having thus ac- 


compliſhed the great purpoſe of the Court, he ſet 


out for London, in the neighbourhood of which he 
was met by above forty noblemen in their coaches, 


and about four hundred gentlemen on horſeback. 


Next 
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from whom he met with a very gracious reception. 
Perhaps there 1s not another inſtance upon record, 
of a Miniſtry's having carried a point of this import- 
ance againſt ſuch a violent torrent of oppoſition, and 
contrary to the general ſenſe and inchnation of a 
whole exaſperated people. The Scots were perſuaded 
that their trade would be deſtroyed, their nation op- 
prefled, and their country ruined, in conſequence 
of the union with England ; and indeed their opi- 
nion was ſupported by very plauſible arguments. 
The majority of both nations believed that the treaty 
would produce violent convulſions, or, at beſt, prove 
ineffectual. But we now ſee it has been attended 
with none of the calamities that were prognoſticated; 
that it quietly took effect, and fully anſwered all the 
purpoſes for which it was intended. Hence we may 
learn that many great difficulties are ſurmounted, 
becauſe they are not ſeen by thoſe who direct the 
execution of any great project; and that many 
ſchemes, which tlieory deems impracticable, will yet 
ſucceed in the experiment. | 

y XI. The Engliſh Parliament aſſembling on the 
third day of December, the Queen, in her ſpeech 
to both Houſes, congratulated them on the glorious 
ſucceſſes of her arms. She defired the Commons 
would grant ſuch ſupplies as might enable her to 
improve the advantages of this ſucceſsful cam- 
paign. She told them that the treaty of Union, as 
concluded by the Commiſſioners of both kingdoms, 
was at that time under the conſideration of the Scot- 
tiſh Parliament; and ſhe recommended diſpatch in 
the publick affairs, ttiat both friends and enemies 
might be convinced of the firmneſs and vigour of 
their proceedings. The Parliament was perfectly 
well diſpoſed to comply with all her Majeſty's re- 


queſts, Warm debates, were preſented by both 


Houſes. Then they proceeded to the conſideration 


of the ſupply, and having examined the eſtimates in 
: leſs 


103 
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B O o Klefs than a week, voted near fix millions for the ſer- 
I. vice of the enſuing year. Nevertheleſs, in examin- 
cg. ing the accounts, ſome objections aroſe. They 
found that the extraordinary ſupplies for the ſupport 
of King Charles of Spain, amounted to eight hundred 
thouſand pounds more than the fums provided by 
Parliament. Some members argued that very ill 
conſequences might enſue, if a miniſtry could thus 
run the nation in debt, and expect the Parliament 
ſhould pay the money. The Courtiers anſwered, that 
if any 1 had been raiſed without neceſſity, or ill 
applied, it was reaſonable that thoſe who were in fault 
ould be puniſhed: buty as this expence was in- 
curred to improve advantages, at a time when the 
occaſion could not be communicated to Parliament, 
the Miniſtry was rather to be applauded for their 
zeal, than condemned for their — The 
queſtion being put, the majority voted that thoſe 
ſums had been expended for the preſervation of the 
Duke of Savoy, for the intereſt of King Charles 
againſt the common enemy, and for the ſafety and 
honour of the nation. When the Speaker preſented 
the money bills, he told her, that as the glorious 
victory obtained by the Duke of Marlborough at 
Ramillies, was fought before it could be ſuppoſed 
the armies were in the field, ſo it was no leſs ſuppriſ- 
ing that the Commons had granted ſupplies to her 
Majeſty, before the enemy could well know that the 
Parliament was fitting. The General was again ho- 
noured with the thanks of both Houſes. The Lords 
in an addreſs, beſought the Queen to ſettle his ho- 
nours on his poſterity. An act was paſſed for this 
purpoſe; - and, in purſuangè of another addreſs from 
the Commons, a penſion of five thouſand pounds 
out of the Poſt-Office was ſettled upon him and his 
deſcendants. The Lords and Commons having 
adjourned themſelves to the laſt day of December, 
the Queen cloſed the year with triumphal proceſſions. 
As the ſtandards and colours taken at Blenheim had 


been 
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been placed in Weſtminſter-hall, ſo now thoſe that c H Ap. 
had been brought from the field of Ramillies were IX. 
put up in Guildhall, as trophies of that victory. 73% | ? 
About this time, the Earls of Kent, Lindſey, and o 
Kingſton, were raiſed to the rank of Marquiſſes. 4 
The Lords Wharton, Paulet, Godolphin, and 
Cholmondeley, were created Earls. Lord Walden, 
ſon and heir- apparent to the Earl of Suffolk, ob- 
tained the title of Earl of Bindon; the Lord-keeper 
Cowper, and Sir Thomas Pelham were ennobled as . 
Barons. . Et | 
XII. The Parliament being aſſembled after 
their ſhort receſs, the Earl of Nottingham moved 
for an addreſs to the Queen, deſiring her Majeſty 
would order the proceedings of the Commiſſioners. 
for the Union, as well as thoſe of the Scottiſh Par- 
liament on the ſaid ſubject, to be laid before them. 
He was ſeconded by the Duke of Buckingham and 
the Earl of Rocheſter ; and anſwered by the Earl 
of Godolphin, who told them they needed not doubt 
but that her Majeſty would communicate thoſe pro- 
ceedings, as ſoon as the Scottiſh Parliament ſhould 
have diſcuſſed the ſubject of the Union. The Lords 
Wharton, Somers, and Hallifax obſerved, that it 
was for the honour of the nation that the treaty of 
Union ſhould firſt come ratified from the Parliament 
of Scotland; and that then, and not before, it 
would be a proper time for the Lords to take it into 
conſideration. On the twenty- eighth day of Janu- 
ary, the o_ in perſon told both Houſes, that the 
treaty of Union, with ſome additions and alterations, 
was ratified by an act of the Scottiſh Parliament: 
that ſhe had ordered it to be laid before them ; and 
hoped it would meet with their concurrence and 
approbation. She deſired the Commons would pro- 
vide for the payment of the equivalent, in caſe the 
treaty ſhould be approved. She obſerved to both 
Houſes, that now they had an opportunity of putting 
the laſt hand to a happy Union of the two 3 
and 
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B © © Kand that ſhe ſhould look upon it as a particular hap- 
I. pineſs if this great work, which had been ſo often 
1706. attempted without ſucceſs, could be brought to 
erfection in her reign. When the Commons 
formed themſelves into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to deliberate on the articles of the Union, and 

the Scottiſh Act of Ratification, the Tory party, 
which was very weak in that aſſembly, began to ſtart 
ſome objections. Sir John Packington diſapproved 

of this incorporating Union, which he likened to 

a marriage with a woman againſt her conſent. He 
ſaid it was an union carried on by corruption and 
bribery within doors, by force and violence without : 
that the promoters of it had baſely betrayed their 
truſt, in giving up their independent conftitution, 
and he would leave it to the judgment of the Houſe, 

to conſider whether or no men of ſuch principles 
were fit to be admitted into their Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives. He obſerved that her Majeſty, by the 
coronation-oath, was obliged to maintain the Church 

ef England as by law eſtabliſhed ; and likewiſe bound 

by the ſame oath to defend the Preſbyterian Kirk of 
Scotland in one and the ſame kingdom. Now, ſaid 

he, after this union is in force, who ſhall adminiſter 
this oath to her Majeſty ? It is not the buſineſs of the 
Scots, who are incapable of it, and no well-wiſhers 

to the Church of England. It is then only the part 

of the Biſhops to do it; and can it be ſuppoſed that 
thoſe reverend perſons will, or can act a thing 1o 
contrary to their own order and inſtitution; as thus 

to promote the eſtabliſhment of the Preſbyterian 
church-government in the umted kingdom ? He 
added, that the Church of England being eſtabliſhed 
jure divino, and the Scots pretending that the Kirk 
was alſo jure divino, he could not tell how two na- 
tions that claſhed in ſo eſſential an article could 
a unite: he, therefore, thought it proper to conſult 
the convocation about this critical point. A motion 


was made, that the firſt article of the treaty, which 
implies 
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implies a peremptory agreement to an incorporating H AP. 
Union ſhould be poſtponed ; and that the Houſe X. 
ſhould proceed to the conſideration of the terms of 1506. 
the intended Union, contained in the other articles. 
This propoſal being rejected, ſome Tory members 
quitted the Houſe ; and all the articles were exa- 
mined and approved without further oppoſition. 
The Whigs were ſo eager in the proſecution of this 
point, that they proceeded in a very ſuperficial man- 
ner, and with ſuch precipitation as furniſhed their 
enemies with a plauſible pretence to affirm, that they 
had not conſidered the treaty with the coolneſs and 
deliberation which an affair of this importance re- 
quired. | | 
XIII. Before the Lords began to inveſtigate 
the articles of the Union, they, at the inſtance of the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, brought in a bill for the 
ſecurity of the Church of England, to be inſerted as a 
fundamental and eflential part of that treaty. It 
paſſed through both Houſes without oppoſition, and 
received the Royal affent. On the fifteenth day of 
February, the debates concerning the Union began 
in the Houſe of Lords, the Queen being preſent, 
and the Biſhop of Sarum chairman of the committee. 
Ihe Earls of Rocheſter, Angleſey, and Nottingham, 
argued againſt the Union ; as did the Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells. Lord Haverſham, in a premeditated 
harangue, ſaid the queſtion was, Whether two na- 
tions independent .in their ſovereignties, that had 
their diſtin laws and intereſts, their different forms 
of worſhip, church-government, and order, ſhould 
be united into one kingdom ? He ſuppoſed it an 
Union made up of ſo many miſmatched pieces, of 
ſuch jarring, incongruous ingredients, that ſhould 
it ever take effect, it would carry the neceſſary con- 
ſequences of a ſtanding power and force, to keep 
them from falling aſunder and breaking in pieces 
every moment. He repeated what had been ſaid 
by Lord Bacon, that an unity pieced up by direct 
admiſſion 
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BO © Kadmiſſion of contrarieties in the fundamental points 
I. of it, is like the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, 
37066. Which were made of iron and clay, they may cleave 
together, but would never incorporate. He diſſented 
from the Union for the ſake of the good old Engliſh 
conſtitution, in which he dreaded ſome alteration 
from the additional weight of fixty-one Scottiſh 
members, and theſe too returned by a Scottiſh Privy. 
Council. He took notice, that above one hundred 
Scottiſh Peers, and as many Commoners, were ex- 
cluded from fitting and voting in Parliament, though 
they had as much right of inheritance to fit there, 
as any Engliſh Peer had of fitting in the Parliament 
of England. He expreſſed his apprehenfion of this 
edent; and aſked what ſecurity any Peer of 

gland had for this right and privilege of Peerage, 
which thoſe Lords had not. He ſaid, if the Biſhops 
would weaken their own cauſe, ſo far as to give up 
the two great points of epiſcopal ordination and con- 
firmation ; if they would approve and ratify the ad 
for ſecuring the Preſbyterian chyrch-government in 
Scotland, as the true Proteſtant religion and purity 
of worſhip ; they muſt give up that which had been 
contended fbr between them and the Preſbyterians 
for thirty years, and been defended by the greateſt 
and moſt learned men in the Church of England. 
He objected to the exempting articles, by which 
heritable offices and ſuperiorities were reſerved. He 
affirmed that the Union was contrary to the ſenſe of 
the Scottiſh nation : that the murmurs of the people 
had been fo loud as to fill the whole kingdom; and 
ſo bold as to reach even to the doors of the Parlia- 
ment: that the Parliament itſelf had ſuſpended ther 
beloved clauſe in'the AR of Security for arming the 
people: that the Government had iſſued a proclama- 
tion pardoning all ſlaughter, bloodſhed, and main- 
ing committed upon thoſe who ſhould be found in 
tumults. From theſe circumſtances he concluded, 
that the Scottiſh nation was averſe to an incorporat- 

| ing 
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ing Union, which he looked upon as one of the moſt c HA p. 
dangerous experiments to both nations. Lord North IX. 
and Grey complained of the ſmall and unequal pro- 1086. 
ortion of the land-tax impoſed upon Scotland. The 

Earl of Nottingham ſaid it was highly unreaſonable 

that the Scots, who were by the treaty let into all 
the branches of the Engliſh trade, and paid ſo little 
towards the expence of the Government, fhould 
moreover have ſuch a round ſum by way of equiva- 
lent. The ſame topicks were inſiſted upon by the 
Lords North and Grey, Guernſey, Granville, Sta- 
well, and Abingdon. The Earl of Nottingham, 
after having oppoſed every article ſeparately, con- 
cluded with words to this effect; * As Sir John 
C Maynard faid to the late King at the Revolution, 
« that having buried all his contemporaries in Weſt- 
« minſter-hall, he was afraid, if nis Majeſty had 
4 not come in that very juncture of time, he might 

c have likewiſe outlived the very laws; fo, if this 

“ Union do paſs, as I have no reaſon to doubt but it 

« will, I may juſtly affirm I have outlived all the 

« laws, and the very conſtitution of England: I, 

« therefore, pray to Gop to avert the dire effects 

© which may probably enſue from ſuch an incor- 

“ -porating Union.” 

XIV. Theſe arguments and objections were 
anſwered by the Lord-Treaſurer Godolphin, the 
Earls of Sunderland and Wharton, the Lords Townſ- 
hend, Hallifax, and Somers, the Biſhops of Ox- 
ford, Norwich, and Sarum. They obſerved, that 
ſuch an important meaſure could not be effected 
without ſome inconveniences ; but that theſe ought 
to be borne, -1n conſideration of the greatneſs of the 
advantage : that the chief dangers to which the 
Church was expoſed aroſe from France and Popery ; 
and this Union would effectually ſecure it againſt 
theſe evils : that Scotland lay on the weakeſt ſide of 
England, which could not be defended but by an 
_ expenſive army. Should a war break out —— 

1 the 
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B O O Kthe two nations, and Scotland be conquered, yet 
1. even in that caſe it would be neceſſary to keep it 
1706, under with a ſtanding army, which any enterprizing 
Prince might model for his ambitious purpoſes, and 

joining with the Scots, enſlave his Engliſh dominion : 

that any Union after a conquett would be compul- 

five, conſequently of thort duration : whereas now 

it was voluntary it would be laſting : that with re- 

gard to eccleſiaſtical affairs, all heats and animo- 

ſities might be allayed by ſoft and gentle manage- 

ment. The cantons of Switzerland, though they 
profeſſed different religions, were yet united in one 
general body; and the Diet of Germany was com- 

poſed of Princes and States, among whom three 
different perſuaſions prevailed; ſo that two ſorts of 
diſcipline might very well ſubſiſt under one legiſla- 

ture. If there was any danger on either ſide, it 
threatened the Scots much more than the Engliſh, 

as five hundred and thirteen members could cer- 

tainly be too hard for forty-five ; and in the Houſe 

of Lords, ſix-and- twenty Biſhops would always pre- 
ponderate againſt ſixteen Peers from Scotland. Not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition made by the Lords 

of the Tory intereſt, evèry article was approved by 

a great majority, though not without a good number 

of proteſtations : and a bill of ratification was pre- 

pared in the Lower Houſe by Sir Simon Harcourt, 

— the Solicitor-General, in ſuch an artful manner as to 
. prevent all debates. All the articles, as they paſſed 
Torcy- in Scotland, were recited by way of preamble, to- 
— gether with the acts made in both Parliaments for 
Hiſt. of the ſecurity of the ſeveral churches; and in conclu— 
Europe: 4 ſion there was one clauſe, by which the whole was 
theDukeof Tatified and enacted into a law. By this contrivance, 
Marlbo- thoſe who were deſirous of ſtarting new difficulties 
Conduct found themſelves diſabled from purſuing their de- 
of the Du · ſign. They could not object to the recital, which 
cheſs of was barely matter of fact; and they had not ſtrength 


Marlbo- . 
tough. ſufficient to oppoſe the general enacting clauſe. On 
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the other hand, the Whigs promoted it with ſuch c H AP. 
zeal that it paſſed by a majority of one hundred IX. 
and fourteen, before the others had recollected 106. 
themſelves from the ſurpriſe which the ſtructure of Lockhart. 
the bill had occaſioned. It made its way through Friend. 
the Houſe of Lords with equal diſpatch ; and, when Vo!taue, 
it received the Royal ſanction, the Queen expreſſed 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction. She ſaid ſhe did not doubt 
but it would be remembered and ſpoke of hereafter, 
to the honour of thoſe who had been inſtrumental in 
bringing it to ſuch a happy concluſion. She deſired 
that her ſubjects of both kingdoms ſhould from 
henceforward behave with all poſlible reſpect and 
kindneſs towards one another, that ſo it might appear 
to all rhe world they had hearts diſpoſed to become 
one people. 
XV. As the Act of Union did not take place An. 1707. 
till the firſt of May, a great number of traders in 
both kingdoms reſolved to make advantage of this 
interval. The Englith propoſed to export into Scot- 
land ſuch commodities as entitled them to a draw- 
back, with a view to bring them back after the firſt 
of May. The Scots, on the other hand, as their 
duties were much lower than thoſe in England, in- 
tended to import great quantities of wine, brandy, 
and other merchandize, which they could ſell at a 
greater advantage in England after the Union, when 
there would be a free intercourſe between the two 
nations. Some of the miniſters had embarked in 
this fraudulent deſign, which alarmed the merchants 
of England to ſuch a degree, that they preſented a 


remonſtrance to the Commons. Reſolutions were 
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| immediately taken in the Houſe againſt theſe prac- 
tices, and a bull was prepared ; but the Lords appre- 
i hending that it in ſome meaſure infringed the arti- 


a cles of tlie Union, and that it might give umbrage 
5 to the Scottiſh nation, it was dropped. The frauds 
| | had been in a good meaſure prevented by the previ- 
ous. refolutions of the Houſe; and the firſt day of 
3 | May 
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BO © K May was now at hand; ſo that the bill was thought 
1. unneceſſary. On the twenty- fourth day of April 
ne the Queen prorogued the Parliament, after having 
| given them to underſtand, that ſhe would continue 
by proclamation the Lords and Commons already 
aſſembled, as members in the firſt Britiſh Parliament 
on the part of England, purſuant to the powers 
veſted in her by the acts of Parliament of both 
Kingdoms, ratifying the treaty of Union. The Par- 
liament was accordingly revived by proclamation, | 
and another iflued to convoke the firſt Parliament 
of Great Britain for the twenty-third day of October, 
The Scots repaired to London, where they were 
well received by the Queen, who beſtowed the title 
of Duke on the Earls of Roxburgh and Montroſe, 
She likewiſe granted a commuſſion for a new Privy- 
council in that kingdom, to be in force till the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, that the nation might not be 
diſguſted by too ſudden an alteration of outward 
appearances. The firſt of May was appointed as a 
day of publick thankſgiving; and congratulatory 
addreſſes were fent up from all parts of England: 
but the Univerſity of Oxford prepared no compli: 
ment; and the Scots were wholly ſilent on this 
occaſion. 
XVI. In the courſe of this ſeſſion the Com- 
mons, in an addreſs to the Queen, deſired ſhe 
would refettle the iſlands of St. Chriſtopher's 
and Nevis in the Weſt Indies, which had been 
ravaged by the enemy. They likewiſe reſolved, 
That an humble addreſs ſhould be preſented to her 
Majeſty, praying, ſhe would coneert meaſures for 
-fupprefling a body of pirates who had made a ſettle- 
ment on the Iſland of Madagaſcar, as alſo for reco- 
vering and preſerving the ancient poſſeſſions, trade, 
and fiſhery in Newfoundland. The French Refugees 
likewiſe delivered a remonſtrance to the Queen, re- 
capitulating the benefits which the perſecuted Pro- 


teſtants in France had reaped from alliance © 
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her Royal Progenitors, acknowledging their own e HAP. 
happineſs in living under her 2 government, I. 
among a people by whom they had been ſo kindly 50. 
entertained when driven from their native country; 
and imploring her Majeſty's interpoſition and good 
offices in favour of their diſtreſſed and perſecuted 
brethren abroad. She graciouſly received this ad- 
dreſs, declaring, ſhe had always great compaſſion 
for the unhappy circumſtances of the Proteſtants in 
France: that ſhe would communicate her thoughts 
on this ſubject to her allies; and ſhe expreſſed her 
hope that ſuch meaſures might be taken as ſhould 
effectually anſwer the intent of their petition. In 
the month of May ſhe granted an audience to an 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary from the Czar of Muſcovy, 
who delivered a letter from his Maſter, containin 
complaints of King Auguſtus, who had uk 
the Ruſſian troops ſent to his aſſiſtance, concluded 

a diſhonourable peace with Charles King of Sweden, 
without the knowledge of his allies, and ſurrendered 
Count Patkul, the Muſcovite Miniſter, as a deſerter, 

to the Swediſh Monarch, contrary to the law of na- 
tions, and even to the practice of barbarians. He, 
therefore, deſired her Britannick Majeſty would uſe 
her good offices for the enlargement of the Count, 
and the other Ruſſian priſoners detained at Stock- 
holm ; and that ſhe would take into her protection 
the remains of the Ruſſian auxiliaries upon the Rhine, 

n that they might either enter into the ſervice of the 

d, Allies, or be at liberty to return in ſafety to their 

er own country. The Queen actually interpoſed in 

or behalf of Patkul : but her interceſſion proved in- 

e- effectual, and that unhappy miniſter was put to death 

0- with all the circumſtances of wanton barbarity. As 

le, many ſevere and ſarcaſtick writings had lately ap- 

ces peared in which the Whigs and Mpiſtry were re- 
re- ved, and reflections. hinted to the pzejudice of the 
ro- WF Queen's perſon, the government retglved to make 

of examples of the authors and publiſhers of theſe li- 
her vol. u. 1 centious 
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B O o Kcentious productions. Dr. Joſeph Browne was twice 
.  pilloried for a copy of verſes, intituled, The 
17079. © Country Parſon's Advice to the Lord-Keeper,” 
and a letter which he afterwards wrote to Mr. Secre 
tary Harley. William Stephens, rector of Sutton in 
Surrey, underwent the ſame ſentence, as author of 
a pamphlet, called, A Letter to the Author of the 
“ Memorial of the Church of England.” Edward 
Ward was fined and ſet in the pillory, for having 
written a burleſque poem on the times, under the 
title of Hudibras Redivivus,” and the ſame punith- 
ment was inflicted upon William Pittes, author of a 
performance, intituled, The Caſe of the Church 
« of England's Memorial fairly ſtated.” 

XVII. The Lower Houſe of Convocation ſtill 
continued to wrangle with their ſuperiors ; and 
though they joined the Upper Houſe in a congratu- 
latory addreſs to the Queen on the ſucceſs of her 
arms, they reſolved to make application to the Com- 
mons againſt the Union. The ueen being ap- 
priſed of their defign, deſired the Archbiſhop, to 
prorogue them for three weeks, before the expira- 
tion of which the Act of Union had paſſed in Parlia- 
ment. The Lower Houſe delivered a repreſentation 
to the Biſhops, in which they affirmed, no ſuch pro- 
rogation had ever been ordered during the ſeſſion of 
Parliament. The Biſhops found in their records 
ſeven or eight precedents of ſuch prorogations, and 
above thirty inſtances of the Convocation having ſat 
ſometimes before, and ſometimes after à ſeſſion of 
Parliament: nay, ſometimes even when the Parlia- 
ment was diſſolved. The Queen, informed of theſe 
proceedings, wrote a letter to the Archbiſhop, inti- 
mating, that ſhe looked upon the Lower Houſe as 
guilty of an invaſion of her Royal Supremacy; and 
that if any thing of the ſame nature ſhould be at- 
tempted for the future, ſhe would uſe ſuch means 
for puniſhing offenders as the law warranted. The be 
— ablenting himſelf from the ee m 
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the Archbiſhop pronounced ſentence of contumacyc H AP. 
inſt him. The Lower Houſe, in a proteſtation, IX. 
declared this ſentence unlawful and altogether null. 170). 
Nevertheleſs, the Prolocutor made a full ſubmiſſion, 
with which the Archbiſhop was fatisfied, and -the 
ſentence was repealed. About this period the Earl of 
Sunderland was appointed one of the Secretaries of 
State, in the room of Sir Charles Hedges. This 
change. was not effected without great oppoſition 
from Harley, who was in his heart an enemy to the 
Duke of Marlborough, and all his adherents; and 
had already, by his ſecret intrigues, made conſider- 
able progreſs in a ſcheme for ſuperſeding the in- 
fluence of the Ducheſs. 5 
XVIII. The French King at this juncture 
ſeemed to be entirely abandoned by his former good 
fortune. He had ſuſtained ſuch a number of ſuc- 
ceſſive defeats as had drained his kingdom of people, 
and his treaſury was almoſt exhauſted. He endea- 
voured to ſupport the credit of his government by 
ſuing mint-bills, in imitation of the bank-notes of 
England; but, notwithſtanding all his precautions, 
they paſſed at a diſcount of three-and-fifty per cent. 
The lands lay uncultivated : the manufactures could 
be no longer carried on; and the ſubjects periſhed 
with famine. The Allies, on the other hand, ſeemed. 
to proſper in every quarter. They had become maſ- 
ters of the greateſt part of the Netherlands, in con- 
lequence of the victory at Ramillies ; the army of 
King Charles was conſiderably reinforced : a ſcheme 
was formed for the conqueſt of Toulon, by the troops 
of the Emperor and the Duke of Savoy, ſupplied 
with a large ſam of money by Queen Anne, and 
affiſted by the combined fleets of England and Hol- 
land, under the command of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel. 
In a word, France ſeemed to be reduced to the 
. verge of deſtruction, from which nothing in all pro- 
bability could have ſaved her but the jealouſy and 
miſconduct of the Confederates. Louis, by 
12 0 
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enabled to ſend ſuch reinforcements into Spain, as 
turned the fortune of the war in that country ; while 
the diſtractions in the council of King Charles pre- 
vented that unanimity and concurrence, without 
which no ſucceſs can be A The Earl of 
Peterborough declared againſt an offenſive war, on 
account of the difficulty of finding ſubſiſtence in 
Caſtile; and adviſed Charles to truſt to the expedi- 
tion againſt Toulon. This opinion he ſent from 
Italy, to which he had withdrawn, | 

$ XIX. Charles, however, was perſuaded to pe- 
netrate once more to Madrid, and give battle to the 
enemy wherever they ſhould appear. On the thir- 
teenth day of March the army was aſſembled at 


Caudela, to the number of ſixteen thouſand men; 


under the auſpices of the Marquis das Minas, to 
whom the Earl of Galway was ſecond in command, 
They marched towards Yecla, and undertook the 
fiege of Vilena; but, having received intelligence 
that the Duke of Berwick was in the neighbourhood, 
they advanced on the fourteenth day of April in four 
columns. towards the town of Almanza, where the 
enemy were drawn up 1n order of battle, their num- 
ber being confiderably ſuperior to that of the Con- 
federates. The battle began about two in the af- 
ternoon, and the whole front of each army was fully 
engaged. The Enghth and Dutch ſquadrons on the 
left, ſuſtained by the Portugueſe horſe of the ſecond 
line, were overpowered after a gallant reſiſtance. 
The centre, conſiſting chiefly of battalions from 
Great-Britain and Holland, obliged the enemy to 
give way, and drove their firſt upon their ſecond 
line: but the Portugueſe cavalry on the right being 
broken at the firſt charge, their foot betook them- 
ſelves to flight ; ſo that the Engliſh and Dutch troops 
being left naked on the flanks, were ſurrounded and 
attacked on every fide. In this dreadful emergency 
they formed themſelves into a ſquare, and _ 

| rom 


from the field of battle. By this time the men werec H A P. 
quite ſpent with fatigue, and all their ammunition IX. 
exhauſted: they were ignorant of the country, aban- 07. 
doned by their horſe, deſtitute of proviſion, and cut 
off from all hope of ſupply. Moved by theſe diſ- 
mal conſiderations they capitulated, and ſurrendered 
themſelves priſoners of war, to the amount of thir- 
teen battalions. The Portugueſe, and part of the 
Engliſh horſe, with the infantry that guarded the 
baggage, retreated to Alcira, where they were joined 
by the Earl of Galway, with about five-and-twenty 
hundred dragoons which he had brought from the 
field of battle. About three thouſand men of the 
allied army were killed upon the ſpot, and among 
that number Brigadier Killigrew, with many officers 
of diſtinction. The Earl of Galway, who charged 
in perſon at the head of Guiſcard's dragoons, re- 
ceived two deep cuts in the face. The Marquis das 
Minas was run through the arm, and ſaw his con- 
cubine, who fought in the habit of an Amazon, 
killed by his ſide: the Lords Tyrawley, Mark Ker, 
and Colonel Glayton, were wounded : all their artil- 
lery, together with an hundred and twenty colours 
and ſtandards, and about ten thouſand men, were 
taken; ſo that no victory could be more complete: 
yet it was not purchaſed without the loſs of two 
thouſand men ſlain in the action, including ſome 
officers of eminence. The Duke of Berwick, who 
commanded the troops of King Philip, acquired a 
great addition of fame by his conduct and behaviour 
before and during the engagement: but his authe- 
nity was ſuperſeded by the Duke of Orleans, who ar- 
nved in the army immediately after the battle. This 
Prince ſeemed to entertain ſome private views of his 
own; for he took no effectual ſtep to improve the 
victory. He began a private negociation with the 
Earl of Galway, during which the two armies lay 
inactive on the banks of the Cinca; and he con- 
cluded the campaign with the fiege of Lerida, which 
yp was 
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Bo Oo Kwas furrendered by capitulation on the ſecond day 
I; of November: then the troops on both ſides went 
1503, into winter- quarters. The Earl of Galway and the 
Marquis das Minas. embarked at Barcelona for Liſ- 
bon, and. General Carpenter remained commander 
of the Engliſh forces quartered in Catalonia, which 
was now the only part of Spain that remained to 

King Charles, 


— * . 


XX. The attempt upon Toulon by the Duke of 
Savoy and Prince Eugene might have ſucceeded, 
if the Emperor, notwithſtanding the repeated re- 
monſtrances of the Maritime Powers, had not divided 
his army, in Italy, by detaching a conſiderable body 
through the Eccleſiaſtical State towards Naples, of 
which he. took poſſeſſion without any difficulty. 
Beſides, ten thouſand recruits deflined for the Im- 
perial forces in Italy were detained in Germany, 
from an apprehenſion of the King of Sweden, who 
remained in Saxony, and ſeemed to be upon my 
indifferent terms with the Emperor. With the al- 
fiſtance of the Engliſh and Dutch fleets, the Duke 
of Savoy and Prince Eugene paſſed the Var“ on the 
eleventh day of July, at the head of an army of 
thirty thouſand men, and marched directly towards 
Toulon, whither the, artillery and ammunition were 
conveyed. on board of the combined ſquadrons, 
The French King was extremely alarmed at this at- 
tempt, as five thouſand pieces of cannon, vaſt ma- 
gazines, and the beſt part of his fleet, were in the 

=_ This paſſage was effected to the aſtoniſhmert of the French, who 

128 the works they had raiſed on that river, were impregnable. 

| e hoyour of the enterprize, was in a great meaſure owing to the 

| gallantry of Sir John Norris and the Eagliſh feamen. That brave 
officer, embarking in boats with ſix hundred ſailors and marines, en- 
tered the river, and were rowed within muſk-t-ſhqt of the enemy's 
| works, where they made ſuch a vigorous and unexpected attack, that 
| the French were immediately driven from part of their entrenchments z 
| then Sir John landed with his men, clambered over the works that 
were deemed inaccefſible; and attacking the defendants ſword in hand, 
compelled them to fly with the utmoſt precipitation, This detachment 
was ſuſtained by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel in perfor. The Duke of Savoy, 
taking advant ge of the enemy's conſternation; paſſed the river almoſt 


without oppoſition; 
| y harbour 


AN N E. 


dom of France was filled with conſternation, when 
they found their enemies were in the boſom of their 
country. The Monarch reſolved to leave no ſtona 
unturned for the relief of the place, and his ſubjects 
exerted themſelves in a very extraordinary manner 
for its preſervation. The nobility of the adjacent 
provinces armed their ſervants and tenants, at the 
ny of whom they marched into the city : they 
coined their plate, and pawned their jewels for mo- 
ney to pay the workmen employed upon the. fortifi- 
cations and ſuch induſtry was uſed, that in a few 
days the town and harbour, which had been greatly 
neglected, were put in a good poſture of defence. 


The Allies took poſſeſſion of the eminences that 


commanded the city, and the ordnance being landed, 
erected batteries. From theſe they began to .can- 
nonade and bombard the city, while the fleet at- 
tacked and reduced two forts. at the entrance, of the 


Mole, and co-gperated in the ſiege with their great 


guns and bomb-ketches, The , garriſon was nume- 
rous, and defended the place with great vigour. 
They ſunk ſhips in the entrance to the. Mole: they 
kept up; a prodigious fire. from the ramparts: they 
made deſperate fallies, and even drove. the, hefiegers 
from one of their poſts with great laughter. . The 
French King, alarmed at this deſign of is enemies, 
ordered troops to march towards Toulon from all 
parts of his dominions. He countermanded the 
forces that were on their route to improve the vic- 
tory of Almanza : a great part of the army under 
Villars on the Rhine was detached to Provence, and 
the Court of Verſailles declared, that the Duke of 
Burgundy ſhould march, at the head of a, ſtrang 
army to the relief of Toulon. The Duke. of Savoy 
being appriſed of theſe preparations, ſeeing no hope 


of reducing the place, and being apprehenſive 2 
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harbour of Toulon, and ran the greateſt riſque ofe E A F. 
being entirely taken or deſtroyed. The whole king- 1. 
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B Oo o Khis paſſage would be as, reſolved to aban- 


I. 


— ——_/ 


32707. 


don his enterprize. The artillery being re-embarked, 
with the ſick and wounded, he decamped in the 
night, under favour of a terrible bombardment and 
cannonading from the Engliſh fleet, and retreated 
to his own country without moleſtation.* Then he 
undertook the reduction of Suſa, the garriſon of 
which ſurrendered at diſcretion. By this conqueſt 
he not only ſecured the key to his own domi- 
nions, but alſo opened to himſelf a free paſſage into 
Dauphanee. | 

XXI. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel having left a ſqua- 
dron with Sir Thomas Dilkes for the Mediterranean 
ſervice, ſet fail for England with the reſt of the 
fleet, and was in ſoundings on the twenty-ſecond 
day of October. About eight o'clock at night his 
own ſhip, the Aſſociation, ſtruek upon the rocks 
of Scilly, and periſhed with every perſon on board. 
This was likewiſe the fate of the Eagle and the 
Romney: the Firebrand was daſhed in pieces on 
the rocks; but the Captain and four-and-twenty 
men ſaved themſelves in the boat: the Phoenix was 
driven on ſhore : the Royal Anne was ſaved by the 
preſence of mind and uncommon dexterity of Sir 
George Byng and his officers : the St. George, com- 
manded by Lord Durſley, ſtruck upon the rocks, 
but a wave ſet her afloat again. e Admuiral's 
body, being caſt aſhore, was ſtripped and buried in 
the ſand ; but afterwards diſcovered and brought 
into Plymouth, from whence it was conveyed to 
London, and interred in Weſtminſter-Abbey. Sir 
Cloudeſley Shovel was born of mean parentage in 
the county of Suffolk ; but raiſed himſelf to the 
chief command at ſea, by his induſtry, valour, ſkill, 


® Had the Duke of Savoy marched with expedition from the Var, 
he would have found Toulon defenceleſs ; but he lingered in ſuch a 
manner as gives reaſon to believe he was not hearty in the enterpriae; 
and his operations were retarded by a difference between him and his 

kinſman Prince Eugene. 
and 
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and integrity. On the Upper Rhine the Allies, were c HAP. 
unproſporous.* The Prince of Baden was dead, IX. 
and the German army ſo inconſiderable, that it could “o,. 


not defend the lines of Buhl againſt the Mareſchal 
de Villars, who broke through this work, eſteemed 
the rampart of Germany, reduced Raſtadt, defeated 
a body of horſe, laid the duchy of Wirtemberg un- 


* In the month of May three ſhips of the line, namely, the Royal 
Oak, of ſeventy-ſix guns, commanded by Commodore Baron Wylde ; 
the Grafton, of ſeventy guns, Captain Edward Afton; and the 
Hampton Court, of ſeventy: guns, Capeain George Clements, failed 


as convoy to the Weſt-India and Portugal fleet of merchant-ſhips, 


amounting to five-and-fifty ſail. They fell in with the Dunkuk 
ſquadron, conſiſting of ten ſhips of war, one frigate, and four priva- 
teers, under the command of M. de Forbin. A furious action im- 
mediately enſued, and notwithſtanding the vaſt diſproportion in point 
of number, was maintained by the En liſh Commodore with great 
gallantry, until Captain Acton was killed, Captain Clements mor- 
tally wounded, aud the Grafton and Hampton- Court were taken, af. 
ter having ſunk the Saliſbury, at that time in the hands of the French : 
then the Commodore, having eleven feet water in his hold, diſengaged 
himſelf fram the enemy, by whom he had been furrounded, and 
ran his ſhip aground near Dungeneſſe ; but ſhe afterwards floated, and 
he brought her ſafe into the Downs. In the mean time the French 
frigate and privateers made prize of twenty-one Engliſh merchant- 
ſhips of great value, which, with the Grafton and Hampton-Court, 
Forbin conveyed in triumph to Dunkirk. In July the ſame active 
officer took — ſhips beloning to the Ruſſian company, off the 
coaſt of Lapland: In September he joined another ſquadron fitted out 


at Breſt under the command of the celebrated M. du Guai Trouin, 


and_theſe attacked, off the Lizard, the convoy of the Portugal fleet, 
conſiſting of the Cumberland, Captain Richard Edwards, of eighty 
guns; the Devonſhire, of eighty; the Royal Oak, of ſeventy· ſix; the 
Cheſter and Ruby, of fifty guns each. Though the French ſquadron 
did not fall ſhort of twelve ſail of the line, the Engliſh Captains 
maintaned the action for many hours with ſurprizing valour. At length 
the Devonſhire was obliged to yield to ſuperior numbers: the Cum 
berland blew up: the Cheſter and Ruby were taken; the Royal Oak 
fought her way through the midf# of her enemies, and arrived ſafe in 
the harbour of Kinſale; and the Liſbon fleet ſaved themſelves, by 
making the beſt of their way during the engagement, Since the 
battle off Malaga the French King had never dared to keep the ſea 
with a large fleet, but carried on a kind of piratical war of this ſort 
in order to diſtreſs the trade of England. He was the more encouraged 
to purſue theſe meaſures, by the correſpondence which his minifters 
carried on with ſome wretches belonging to the admiralty, and the 
other officers, who baſely betrayed their country in tranſmitting to 
France ſuch intelligence concerning the convoys appointed for the 
protection of commerce, as enabled the enemy to attack them at ad- 
vantage. In the courſe of this year the French Fiſhery, ftages, ſhips, 
and veſſels in Newfoundland were taken, burned, and deſtroyed, y 
Captain John Underdowp, of the Falkland. 4 
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Bo O Kder contribution, took _— and Schorndorf; 


I. and routed three thouſand 
*  ."oif h 
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ermans enirenched at 
Lorch, under the command of General Janus, wlio 
was made priſoner. In all probability, this active 
officer wodla have made great progreſs towards the 
reſtoration of the EleQor of Bavaria, had not he 
been obliged to ſtop in the middle of his career, in 
conſequence of his army's being diminiſhed by ſend. 
ing off detachments to Provence. The Imperial 
army retired towards Hailbron, and the command 
of it was, at the requeſt of the Emperor and Allies, 


aſſumed by the Elector of Hanover, who reſtored 


military diſcipline, and acted with uncommon pru- 

dence and circumſpection: but he had not force tuf- 

ficient to undertake any enterprize of importance. 
XXII. In the month of April, the Duke of 


— Marlborough ſet out from the Hague for Leipſick 


with a letter from the Queen to Charles XII. of Swe- 
den, whoſe defigns were ſtill ſo myſterious, that the 
Confederates could not help being .alarmed at his 
being in' the heart of Germany. The Duke was 
pitched upon as the moſt proper Ambaſſador, to 
ſoothe his vanity and penetrate into his real inten- 
tion.“ He found this original character, not ſim- 
ple, but ſordid in his appearance and ceconomy, 


ſavage in his deportment, ferocious, illiterate, ſtub- 


rn, implacable, and reſerved. The Engliſh Ge- 
—4 aſſailed him on the fide of his vanity, the only 
t by which he was acceſſible, Sire, ſaid he, 
J preſent to your Majeſty a letter, not from the 
« Chancery, but from the heart of the Queen my 


* miſtreſs, and written with her own hand. Had 


When the Duke arrived in his coach at the quarters of Count 
Piper, of whom he had demanded an audience, he, was given to under- 
ftand that the Count was buſy, and obliged to wait h f an hour be- 
fore the Swediſh mipiſter came down to receive him. When he ap. 
peared at laſt, the Dake alighted from his coach, put on. his hat, paſſed 
the Count withuyt ſaluting him, and went aſide, to the wall, where 
Weill de ſome time, he — and accolted him with the moſt 
it Teis. 1 E12 
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« not her ſex prevented her from taking ſo long ac HAP. 
« journey, ſhe would have croſſed the fea to ſee a IX. 

« Prince admired by the whole univerfe. I eſteem "> 
« myſelf happy in having the honour of affuring 
« your Majeſty of my regard; and I ſhould think 
« it a great happineſs, if my affairs would allow me, 
« to learn under ſo great a general as your Majeſty, 
« what I want to know in the art of war.” Charles 
was pleaſed with this overſtrained compliment, which 
ſeems to have been calculated for a raw, unintelli- 
gent barbarian, unacquainted with the characters of 
mankind. He profeſſed particular veneration for 
Queen Anne, as well as for the perſon of her Am- 
baſſador, and declared he would take no ſteps to 
the prejudice of the grand alliance. Nevertheleſs, 
the ſincerity of this declaration has been queſtioned. 
The French Court is ſaid to have gained over his 
miniſter, Count Piper, to their intereſt, Certain it 
is, he induſtriouſly ſought occaſion to quarrel with 
the Emperor, and treated him with great inſolence, 
until he ſubmitted to all his demands. The treaty 
being concluded upon the terms he thought proper 
to impoſe, he had no longer the leaſt thadow of 
pretence to continue his diſputes with the Court of 
Vienna; and therefore began his march for Poland, 
which was by this time over-run by the Czar of 
Muſcovy. 

XXIII. The Duke of Marlborough returning 
from Saxony, aſſembled the allied army at Ander- 
lach near Bruſſels, about the middle of May; and, 
underſtanding that the Hector of Bavaria and the 
Duke de Vendome, who commanded the French 
forces had quitted their lines, he advanced to 
Soignies, with a deſign to engage them in the plain 

of Fleurus. But receiving certain intelligence, that 

: the enemy were greatly - ſuperior! to the Allies in 
d number, by the help of drafts from all the garri- 
ſuns, he retreated: towards Bruflels, and took © poſt 
at. Mildert; while the French advanced to nes 
| blours. 
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BOOK blours. Both armies lay inactive until the enemy 


I. 


1707. 


_ Ducheſs 


- auxiliary, to Mr. Secretary Harley, who had infinu- 


ſent off a large detachment towards Provence. Then 
the Duke of Marlborough and General D'Auver- 
querque reſolved to attack them in their fortified 
camp at Gemblours. But they retreated with ſuch 
celerity from one poſt to another, that the Confede. 
rates could not come up with them until they were 
ſafely encamped with the right at Pont-a-Trefin, 
and their left under the cannon of Liſle, covered 
with the river Scheldt, and ſecured by entrench- 
ments. The Allies choſe their camp at Helchin, 
and foraged under the cannon of Tournay, within x 
league of the enemy : but nothing could induce 
them to hazard an engagement ; and both armies 
went into winter-quarters in the latter end of Octo- 
ber. The Duke of Marlborough ſet out for Franck- 
fort, where he conferred with the Electors of Mentz, 
Hanover, and Palatine, about the operations of the 
next campaign: then he returned to the Hague, and 
having concerted the neceflary meaſures with the 
Deputies of the States-General, embarked for Eng- 
land in the beginning of November. 

XXIV. The Queen's private favour was now 
ſhifted to a new object. The Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough was ſupplanted by Mrs. Maſham, her own 
kinſwoman, whom ſhe had reſcued from indigence 
and obſcurity. This favourite ſucceeded to that 
aſcendancy over the mind of her Sovereign which the 

Ks formely poſſeſſed. She was more 
humble, pliable, and obhging, than her firſt patro- 
neſs, who had played the tyrant, and thwarted the 
Queen in ſome of her moſt reſpected maxims. Her 

ajeſty's prepoſſeflion in favour of the Tories and 
High-churchmen was no longer inſolently con- 
demned, and violently oppoſed. The new confi- 
dante conformed to all her prejudices, and encou- 
raged all her deſigns with aſſent and approbation. 
In political intrigues ſhe acted as aſſociate, or rather 


ated 
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ated himſelf into the Queen's good 
termined to ſap the credit of the Duke of Marlbo- 
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graces: and de- HA p. 


IX. 


rough and the Earl of Godolphin. His aim was to 73. 


unite the Tory intereſt under his own auſpices, and 
expel the Whigs from the advantages they poſſeſſed 
under the government. His chief coadjutor in this 
ſcheme was Henry St. John, afterwards Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, a man of warm imagination and elegant 
taſte, penetrating, eloquent, ambitious, and enter- 
priſing, whoſe talents were rather ſpecious than ſo- 
lid, and whoſe principles were looſe and fluctuating. 
He was at firſt contented to act in an inferior capa- 
city, ſubſervient to the deſigns of the Secretary: but, 
when he underſtood the full extent of his own parts 
and influence, he was fired with the ambition of 
eclipſing his principal, and from the ſphere of his 
miniſter raiſed himſelf to the character of his rival. 
Theſe politicians, with the aſſiſtance of Sir Simon 
Harcourt, a colleague of uncommon ability and 
credit, exerted their endeavours to rally and recon- 


cile the diſunited Tories, who were given to under- 


ſtand, that the Queen could no longer bear the 
tyranny of the Whigs: that ſhe had been always a 
mend in her heart to the Tory and High- church 
party; and that ſhe would now exhibit manifeſt 
proof of her inclination. She accordingly beſtowed 
the biſhopricks of Cheſter and Exeter upon Sir 
William Dawes and Dr. Blackall, who, though 
otherwiſe of unblembiſned characters, had openly 
condemned the revolution. | 

XXV. The people in general began to be ſick 
of the Whig miniſtry, whom they had formerly ca- 
reſſed. To them they imputed the burthens under 
which they groaned; burthenswhich they had hitherto 
been animated to bear by the pomp of triumph and 
uninterrupted ſucceſs. At preſent they were diſcou- 
nged by the battle of Almanza, the miſcarriage of 
the expedition againſt Toulon, the loſs of Sir 
Cloudeiley Shovel, and the fate of four ſhips'of the 
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B O O k line, deſtroyed or taken by a ſquadron under the 


1. 


command of Meſſieurs Forbin and Du Guai Trouin, 


to of the moſt enterprizing ſea-officers in the French 


1707. 


ſervice. No new advantage had been obtained in 
the Netherlands : France, inſtead of ſinking under 
the weight of the confederacy, ſeemed to riſe with 
freſh vigour from every overthrow : the Engliſh 
traders had lately ſuſtained repeated loſſes for want 
of proper convoys: the coin of the nation was viſi- 
bly diminiſhed ; and the publick credit began to 
decline. The Tories did not fail to inculcate and 
exaggerate theſe cauſes of diſcontent, and the mi- 
niſtry were too remiſs in taking proper ſteps for the 
ſatisfaction of the nation. Inſtead of ſoothing by 
gentle meaſures, and equal adminiſtration, the Scots, 
who had expreſſed ſuch averſion to the Union, they 
treated them in ſuch a manner, as ſerved to exaſpe- 
rate the ſpirits of that people. A ſtop was put to 
their whole commerce for two months before it was 
diverted into the new channel. Three months elapſed 
before the equivalent was remitted to that kingdom, 
and it was afterwards applied to the moſt ſhameful 
partiality. Seizures of wines and other merchan- 
diſe imported from thence into England, were made 


in all the northern parts with an affectation of ſeve- 


= and diſdain : ſo that the generality of the Scot- 
ith nation loudly exclaimed againſt the Union and 
the Government. The Jacobites were again in 
commotion. They held conferences: they main- 
tained a correſpondence with the Court of St. Ger- 
main's: a great number of the moſt ri id Whigs 
entered fo far into their meafures, as to think a Re- 
volution was abſolutely neceffary to receive the liber- 

ence, and commerce of their country: 


ties, | 
the Pretender's birth-day was publickly celebrated 


in many different parts of the kingdom; and every 


thing ſeemed to portend an univerſal revolt. Ire- 


land continued quiet under the adminiſtration of the 


__ of Pembroke, whom the Queen had * 
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Lord-lieutenant of that kingdom. A Parliament e HAP. 
having met at Dublin in the month of July, pre- XX. 
ſented addreſſes of congratulation to her Majeſty on 
the late Union of the two kingdoms. The Com- 
mons having inſpected the publick accounts, reſolved, 
That the kingdom had been put to exceſſive charge, 
by means of great arrears of rent returned by the late 
truſtees, as due out of the forfeited eſtates, which 
returns were falſe and unjuſt; and, That an humble 
repreſentation ſhould be laid before her Majeſty on - 
this jubject. They paſſed another laudable reſolu- 
tion in favour of their own manufactures. They 
granted the neceſſary ſupplies, and having finiſhed 
ſereral bills for the Royal aſſent, were prorogued on 
the twenty-ninth day of October. 

XXVI. It was on the twenty-third of the ſame 
month, that the firſt Parliament of Great Britain 
aſſembled at Weſtminſter, when the Queen in her 
ſpeech to both Houſes, palliated the miſcarriages in 
Provence and in Spain: repreſented the neceſſity of 
making further efforts againſt the common enemy; 
and exhorted them to be upon their guard againſt - 
thoſe who endeavoured to ſow jealouſies in the com- 
monwealth. The Commons in their addreſs, ex- 
preſſed the continuance of their former zeal, and 
devotion to her Majeſty's government: but, in the 
Houſe of Lords, the Earl of Wharton expatiated 
upon the ſcarcity of money, the decay of trade, and 
the miſmanagement of the navy. He was ſeconded . 
by Lord Somers, and the leaders of the Tory party, 
who propoſed, that, previous to every meaſure, they 
. ſhould conſider the ſtate of the nation. The defign 
of. Wharton and Somers, was to raiſe. the Earl of 
Ortord, once more to the head of the admiralty; and 
the Tories, who did not perceive their drift, hoped, - 
in the courſe of the inquiry, to fix the: blame of ali 
milmanagement upon the Whig, miniſters. A dax. 
being fixed. for this examination, the. Houſe ceceivedd 
a petiuon from the ſheriffs and merchambaf Eon- 
on, complaining of great loſſes by ſea, for want 

of 
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B O oO Kof cruiſers and convoys; and the complaints were 
Von _ by witneſſes. The report was ſent to the 

703. Lord-Admiral, who anſwered all the articles ſepa. 
rately : then the Tories moved for an addreſs, in 
which the blame of the miſcarriages might be laid 
upon the miniſtry and cabinet-council: but the mo- 
tion was over- ruled: the Queen was preſented with 
a bare repreſentation of the facts, and deſired that 
ſhe would take the proper meaſures for preventing 
ſuch evils for the future. The Commons made ſome 
— in an inquiry of the ſame nature; and 
rought in a bill for the better ſecuring the trade of 
the kingdom. They chearfully granted the ſupplies 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year. They prepared 
another bill for repealing the Scottiſh Act of Secu- 
rity, and that about peace and war, which had ex- 
cited ſuch jealouſy in the. Englih nation. They 
reſolved, That there ſhould be but one privy- council 
in the kingdom of Great-Britain: That the militia 
of Scotland ſhould be put on the ſame footing 
with that of England: That the powers of the juſtices 


> fad > fo. bod tot oc Sn. — wo 


of the peace ſhould be the ſame through the whole 1 
iſland: That the Lords of Juſticiary in Scotland A 
ſhould go circuits twice in the year: That the wnts 00 
for electing Scottiſh members to ſerve in the Houſe h 
of Commons ſhould be directed, and returns made, 0 
in the ſame manner as practiſed in England. An 00 
act being formed on — reſolutions, they brought fo 
in a bill for preſerving the trade with Portugal : then T 
they confidered the ſtate of the war in Spain. in 

$ XXVII. When the Queen paſſed theſe bills, L 
ſhe recommended an augmentation in the aids and hc 


auxiliaries granted to the King of Spain and the an 
Duke of Savoy. This intimation produced a de- tir 
bate in the Houſe of Lords, on the affairs of Spain. pre 
The ſervices of the Earl of Peterborough were ex- pre 
tolled by the Earl of Rocheſter and Lord Haver- Sp 
ſham, who levElled ſome oblique reflections at the all 
Earl of Galway. Several Lords enlarged _— wit 

"$01 . neceiſity N 
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ſhould be fully eſtabliſhed upon the throne of Spain. 


The Earl of Peterborough ſaid they ought to contri- 150). 


bute nine ſhillings in the pony rather than make 
peace on any other terms: he declared himſelf ready 
to return to Spain, and ſerve even under the Earl of 
Galway. The Earl of Rocheſter repeated a maxim 
of the old Duke of Schomberg, That attacking 
France in the Netherlands was like taking a bull by 
the horns. He therefore propoſed, that the Allies 
ſhould ſtand on the defenſive in Flanders, and de- 
tach from thence fifteen or twenty thouſand men into 
Catalonia, He was ſeconded by the Earl of Not- 
tingham ; but warmly oppoſed by the Duke of 
Marlborough, who urged, that the great towns in 
Brabant which he had conquered could not be pre- 
{ſerved without a conſiderable number of men; and 
that if the French ſhould gain any advantage in 
Flanders from their ſuperiority in point of number, 


numerous, and bore with impatience the burthen of 
the war, would not fail crying aloud for peace. Be- 
ing challenged by Rocheſter to ſhow how troops 
could be procured for the ſervice of Italy and Spain, 
he aflured the Houle, that meaſures had been already 
concerted with the Emperor, for forming an army 
of forty thouſand men under the Duke of Savoy, 
tor ſending powerful ſuccours to King Charles, 
This declaration finithed the debate, which iflued 
in an affectionate addreſs to her Majeſty. The 


Lords reſolved, that no peace could be. ſafe and 


honourable for her Majeſty and her allies, if Spain 
and the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies were ſuffered to con- 
tinue in the power of the Houſe of Bourbon, They 


preſented an addreſs, in which they deſired the would 


preſs the Emperor to ſend powerful ſuccours to 
Spain under the command of Prince Eugene, with 
all poſſible expedition to make good his contract 
with the Duke of Savoy, and ſtrengthen the army 

vol. II. R on 


the crow and party in Holland, which was very 
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neceſſity of carrying on the war until King Charles c H Ap. 
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F © o Kon the Rhine, which-was now happily put under the 
IJ. conduct of that wiſe and valiant Prince, the Elector 
uch. Of Hanover. The Commons concurred in this re- 

monſtrance, in conſequence of which the Queen 
defired the Emperor to beſtow the command in Spain 
upon Prince Eugene. The Court of Vienna, how. 
ever, did not comply with this requeſt ; but ſent 
thither Count Staremberg, who, of all the German 
Generals, was next to the Prince in military reputa- 
tion. The Commons now proceeded to conſider of 
ways and means, and actually eſtabliſned funds for 
raiſing the fupply, which amounted to the enormous 
ſum of fix millions. 
$ XXVII. At this period Mr. Harley's character 
incurred ſuſpicion, from the treachery of William 
Gregg, an inferior clerk in his office, who was de- 
tected in a correſpondence with Monfieur Chamil- 
lard, the French King's miniſter. When his prac- 
fices were detected, he made an ample confeſſion, 
and pleading guilty to his indictment at the Old- 
Bailey, was condemned to death for high-treaſon, 
At the ſame time, John Bara and Alexander Va- 
here were committed to Newgate, for correſpond- 
ing with the enemy; and Claude Baud, ſecretary 
to the Duke of Savoy's miniſter, was, at the requeſt 
of his maſter, apprehended for traitorous practices 
againſt her Majeſty and her government. A com- 
mittee of ſeven Lords being appointed to examine 
theſe delinquents, made a report to the Houſe, which 
was communicated to the Queen, in an addrels, 
importing, that Gregg had diſcovered fecrets of ſtate 
to the French miniſter : that Alexander Valiere and 
John Bara had managed a correſpondence with the 
it Governors and Commiſſaries of Calais and Boulogn; 

il and, in all probability, diſcovered to the enemy the 

| ſtations of the Britiſh cruiſers, the ſtrength of ther 

[ convoys, and the times at which the merchant-ſhps 

| proceeded on their voyages; that all the papers in 

| the office of Mr. Secretary Hatley had been for 4 

Conſiderable 


11 ˙dowoũ l! x 
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clerks: and that the peruſal of all the letters to and 


* 


from the French priſoners had been chiefly truſted 205. 
to Gregg, a perſon of a very ſuſpicious character, 
and known to be extremely indigent.” The Queen 


nted a reprieve to this man, in hope of his making 


ſome important diſcovery : but he really knew no- 


thing of conſequence to the nation. He was an in- 
digent Scot, who had been employed as a ſpy in his 
own country, and now offered his ſervices to Cha- 
millard, with a view of being rewarded for his trea- 
chery: but he was diſcovered before he had reaped 
any fruits from his correſpondence. As he had no 
lecrets of importance to impart, he was executed at 
Tyburn, where he delivered a paper to the Sheriff, 
in which he declared Mr. Harley entirely ignorant of 
all his treaſonable*connexions, notwithſtandihg ſome 
endeavours that were made to engage him in an ac- 
cuſation of that miniſter. 
| $ XRIX. The Queen had refuſed to admit the 
Earl of Peterborough into her preſence, -until he 
ſhould have vindicated his conduct, of which King 
Charles had complained in divers letters. He was 
eagerly defirous of a parliamentary ifiquiry. His 
military proceedings, his negociations, his diſpofal 
of the remittances were taken into conſideration by 
both Houſes, but he produced ſuch a number of 
witnefſes and original papers to juſtify every tranſac- 
tion, that his character triumphed in the inquiry, 
which was dropped before it produced any reſolution 
in Parliament. Then they took cognizance of the 
ſlate affairs in Spain, and found there had been 
2 great deficiency in the Engliſh troops at the battle 
of Almanza. This, however, was explained ſo much 
to their ſatisfaction, that they voted an addreſs to 
the Queen, thanking her for having taken meaſures 
to reſtore the affairs in Spain, and provide foreign 
troops for that ſervice. The bill for rendering the 
Union more complete met with a vigorous 'oppoſt- 
. Enn en a Kk 2 2 Ins tion 


conſiderable time expoſed to the view of the meaneſt c 
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BOOK tion in the Houſe of Lords from the Court party, on 
f- account of the clauſe enacting, That, after the firſt 
1:07, Of May, there ſhould be but one privy-council in 
the kingdom of Great-Britain. The miniſtry find- 

ing it was ſtrenuouſly ſupported by all the Tories, 

and a conſiderable number of the other faction, 

would have compromiſed the difference, by propo- 

ling that the privy-council of Scotland ſhould con- 

tinue to the firſt day of October. They hinted this 
expedient, in hope of being able to influence the 
enſuing elections: but their deſign being palpable, 

the motion was over-ruled, and the bill received the 

Royal aſſent: a Court of Exchequer, however, was 
erected in Scotland upon the model of that in Eng- 

land. The execution of Gregg, and the examina- 

tion of Valiere and Bara, who had acted as ſmuggler 

to the coaſt of France, under the protection of Har- 

ley, to whom they engaged for intelligence, affected 

the credit of that miniſter, who was reviled and tra- 

duced by the emiſlaries of the Whig party. The 

Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Godolphin, 

being appriſed of his ſecret practices with Mrs. 
Maſham, wrote to the Queen, that they could ferve 

her no longer, ſhould Mr. Harley continue in the 

poſt of Secretary. Being ſummoned to the cabinet- 
council, they waited on her 1n perſon, and expoſiu- 

lated on the ſame ſubject. She endeavoured to ap- 

peaſe their reſentment with ſoft perſuaſion, which 

had no effect; and when they retired from Court, to 

the afioniſhment of all the ſpectators, the repaired 

in perſon. to the council. There Mr. Secretar 

| Harley began to explain the cauſe of their meeting, 
il which was ſome circumſtance relating to foreign 
4 affairs. The Duke of Somerſet, ſaid, he did not 
N ſee how they could deliberate on ſuch matters while 
the General and Treaſurer were abſent: the other 
members obſerved a ſullen ſilence; ſo that the coun- 
cil broke up, and the Queen found herſelf in dan- 
ger of being abandoned by her miniſters. _— 
D CO" + 
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day her Majeſty ſent for the Duke of Marlborough, c H Ap. 
and told him that Harley ſhould immediately reſign IX. 
his office, which was conferred upon Mr. Henry 
Boyle, Chancellor of the Exchequer : but ſhe deeply 
reſented the Ry agar of the Duke and the Earl 
of Godolphin, from whom ſhe entirely withdrew her 
confidence. Sir Simon Harcourt, Attorney-General, 
Sir Thomas Manſel, Comptroller of the Houſehold, 
and Mr. St. John, relinquithed their ſeveral poſts 
upon the diſgrace of Harley. | 
XXX. The kingdom was at this period alarmed 
with a threatened invaſion from France. The Court 
of St. Germain's had ſent over one Colonel Hook 
with credentials to Scotland, to learn the ſituation, 
number, and ability of the Pretender's friends in 
that country. This miniſter, by his miſconduct, 
produced a diviſion among the Scottiſh Jacobites. 
Being a creature of the Duke of Perth, he attached 
himſelf wholly to the Duke of Athol, and thoſe other 
zealous partizans who were bent upon receiving the 
Pretender without conditions; and he neglected the 
Duke of Hamilton, the Earl Mariſchal, and other 
adherents of that Houſe, who adopted the more 
moderate principles avowed by the Earl of Middle- 
ton. At his return to France, he made ſuch a fa- 
vourable report of the diſpoſition and power of the 
Scottiſh nation, that Louis reſolved to equip an ar- 
mament, and ſend over the Pretender to that king- 
dom. His pretence was to eſtabliſh that Prince on 
the throne of his anceſtors : but his real aim was to 
make a diverſion from the Netherlands, and excite a 
revolt in Great-Britain, which ſhould hinder Queen 
Anne from exerting herſelf againſt France on the 
Continent. He began to make preparations for this 
expedition at Dunkirk; where a ſquadron was aſſem- 
bled under the command of the Chevalier de Four- 
bin; and a body of land-forces were embarked with 
Monfieur de Gace, afterwards known by the appel- 
lation of the ä de Matignon. The Pre- 


tender, 
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B © © x tender, who had aſſumed the name of the Chevalier 
. de St. George, was furniſhed with ſervices, of. gold 
Wy and ſilver plate, ſumptuous tents, rich clothes for 
his life-guards, ſplendid liveries,, and all ſorts of ne- 
ceſſaries even to profuſion. Louis at parting pre- 
ſented him with a ſword. ſtudded with valuable dia- 
monds, and repeated what he had formerly ſaid to 
— this adventurer's father: © He hoped he ſhould 
« never ſee him again.” The Pope contributed to 
the expence of this expedition, and accommodated 
him with divers religious inſcriptions, which were 
wrought. upon his colours and ſtandards. Queen 
Anne being informed of theſe preparations, and the 
deſign of the French Monarch, communicated to the 
Commons the adyices which ſhe had received from 
Holland and the Netherlands, touching, the deſtina- 
tion of the Dunkirk, armament ; both louſes con- 
. curred. in an addreſs, aſſuring her they would affiſ 
her Majeſty with their lives, and fortunes againſt the 
pretended Prince of Wales, and all her other ene- 
mies. Then they paſſed achill, enacting, That the 
. oath of abjuration ſhould be tendered to all perſons, 
and ſuch as refuſed to take it ſhould be _ con- 
dition of convicted recuſants. By another, they 
ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus act till October, with 
relation to perſons W by the government 
on ſuſpicion of treaſonble practices. The Pre- 
tender and his adherents were proclaimed traitors and 
rebels; and a bill was paſſed, diſcharging the clans 
of Scotland from all vafſalage to thoſe. chiefs who 
ſhould take up arms againſt her Majeſty. Tranſ- 
ports were hired to bring over ten Britiſh battalions 
trom Oſtend: a large fleet being equipped with in- 
credible diligence, ſailed from Deal towards Dun- 
kirk, under the conduct of Sir John Leake, Sit 
George Byng, and Lord Durſley. The French ima- 
gined that Leake had failed to Liſbon, and that 
Britain was unprovided of ſhips of war; ſo-that they 
were amazed and counfounded when this fleet ap- 
, peared 
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were diſpatched to Paris: the Count de Fourbin re- 
pteſented to the French King the little probability 
of ſucceeding in this enterprize, and the danger that 
would attend the attempt: but he received poſitive 
orders to embark the forces, and ſet ſail with the firſt 


favourable wind. 


'$ XXXI. The Britiſh fleet being forced from 
their ſtation. by ſevere weather on the fourteenth day 
of March, the French ſquadron ſailed on the ſeven- 
teenth from the road of Dunkirk ; but the wind 


ſhifting, it anchored in New —_— till the nine- 


teenth in the evening, when they ſet fail again with 
a fair breeze, ſteering their courſe for Scotland. Sir 
George Byng having received advice of their depar- 
ture, from an Oſtend veſſel ſent out for that purpoſe 
by Major-General Cadogan, gave chace to the ene- 
my, after having detached a ſquadron, under Ad- 
miral Baker, to convoy the troops tnat were em- 


barked at Oſtend for England. On the tenth day 


of March the Queen went to the Houſe of Peers, 
where, in a ſpeech to both Houſes, ſhe told them 
that the French fleet had failed ; that Sir George 


Byng was in purſuit of them; and that ten batta- 


lions of her troops were expected every day in Eng- 
land. This intimation was followed by two, very 
warm addreſſes from the Lords and Commons, in 
which they repeated their aſſurances of ſtanding by 
her againſt all her enemies. They exhorted her to 


perſevere in ſupporting the common cauſe, notwith- 


ſtanding this petty attempt to diſturb her dominions ; 
and levelled fome ſevere infinuations againſt thoſe 
who endeavoured to foment jealouſies between her 


Majeſty and her moſt faithful ſervants. Addreſſes 


on the ſame occaſion were ſent up from different 
parts of the kingdom; ſo that the- Queen ſeemed to 
look with contempt upon the deſigns of the enemy. 
Several regiments of foot, with ſome ſquadrons of 

3 cavalry, 
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peared off Mardyke : a ſtop was immediately put to CHAP. 
the embarkation of their troops: frequent expreſſes 
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'BO O Kcavalry, began their march for Scotland: the Earl 
I. of Leven, Commander in Chief of the forces in that 
"country, and Governor of the caſtle of Edinburgh, 

__  haſtened thither to put that fortreſs in a poſture of 
defence, and to make the proper diſpoſitions to op- 
poſe the Pretender at his landing. But the vigilance 
of Sir George Byng rendered all theſe precautions 
unneceſſary. He failed directly to the Frith of 
Edinburgh, where he arrived almoſt as ſoon as the 
enemy, who immediately took the advantage of a 
land breeze, and bore away with all the fail they 
could carry. The Engliſh Admiral gave chace; and 

the Saliſbury, one of their ſhips, was boarded and 
taken. At night Monſieur de Fourbin altered his 
courſe, ſo that next day they were out of reach of 
the Engliſh ſquadron. The Pretender deſired they 
would proceed to the northward, and land him at 
| Inverneſs, and Fourbin ſeemed willing to gratify his 
requeſt : but the wind changing, and blowing in 
their teeth with great violence, he repreſented the 
danger of attempting to 13 the voyage; and, 
with the conſent of the Chevalier de St. George and 
his General, returned to Dunkirk, after having been 
toſſed about a whole month in very tempeſtuous 
weather. In the mean time, Sir George Byng ſailed 
up to Leith road, where he received the freedom of 
the city of Edinburgh in a golden box, as a teſti- 
mony of. gratitude for his having delivered them 
from the dreadful apprehenſions under which they 

' Jaboured. . | 

* {& XXXI.. Certain it is, the Pretender could not 

have choſen a more favourable opportunity for 

making a deſcent upon Scotland. The people in 
general were diſaffected to the government on ac- | 
count of the Union: the regular troops under Leven 

did not exceed five-and- twenty hundred men, and 

even great part of theſe would in all probaiblity have | 
joined the 1nvader : the caſtle of Edinburgh was 
deſtitute of ammunition, and would in all — | 
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have ſurrendered at the firſt ſummons; in which c HA. 

caſe the Jacobites muſt have been maſters of the IX. 
uivalent money lodged in that fortreſs: a good ”,,c, 

number of Dutch ſhips loaded with cannon, ſmall 

arms, ammunition, and a large ſum of money, had 

been driven on ſhore in the ſhire of Angus, where 

they would have been ſeized by the friends of the 

Pretender, had the French troops been landed ; 

and all the adherents of that Houſe were ready to 

appear in arms. In England, ſuch a demand was 

made upon the Bank, by thoſe who favoured the 

invaſion, and thoſe who dreaded a revolution, that 

the publick credit ſeemed to be in danger. The 

Commons reſolved, That whoever deſignedly en- 

deavoured to deſtroy or leflen the publick credit, 

eſpecially at a time when the kingdom was threat- 


ened with an invaſion, was guilty of a high crime 
and miſdemeanor, and an enemy to her Majeſt 
and the kingdom. The Lord Treaſurer ſignified Burchet. 


to the Directors of the Bank, that her Majeſty — . 
would allow for ſix months, an intereſt of ſix per Lockhart. 


cent. upon their bills, which was double the uſual e 
rate; and conſiderable ſums of money were offered Hiſtory of 


to them by this nobleman, as well as by the Dukes te Dukeof 


of Marlborough, Newcaſtle, and Somerſet. The — —_ 
French, Dutch, and Jewiſh merchants, whoſe in- Conduct 
tereſt was in a peculiar manner connected with the e ” 
lafety of the Bank, exerted themſelves for its ſup- Marlbo- 


port; and the Directors having called in twenty pas 
per cent. upon their capital ſtock, were enabled to Burchet. 
anſwer all the demands of the timorous and diſ- Tindall. 
affected. All the noblemen and perſons of diſtinc- = —_— 
tion in Scotland, ſuſpected of an attachment torals. 
the Court of St. Germain's, were ap rehended, Voltaire. 
and either impriſoned in the caſtle of Edinburgh, 

or brought up to London, to be confined in the 


Tower or in Newgate. Among theſe was the Duke 


_ of Hamilton, who found means to make his peace 


with 
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'B © 0 &with the Whig miniſters ; and, in a little time, the 
I. other priſoners were admitted to bail;* S 
An. 4708. I XXXIII. On the firſt day of April, the 
Parliament was prorogued, and afterwards dif. 
folved by Proclamation. 'Writs were iſſued out 

for new elections, together with a proclama- 
tion, commanding all the Peers of North-Bri- 

tain to affemble at Holyrood-houſe in Edinburgh, 

on the ſeventeenth day of June, to elec fix- 

teen Peers to repreſent them in the enſuing 
Britiſh Parliament, purſuant to the twenty-ſecond 
article of the treaty of Union. After the diſſo- 
lution of the Parliament, the Lords Griffin, Cler- 


Three Camiſars, or Proteſtants, from the Cevennois, having made 
their eſcape, and repaired to London, acquired about this time the | 
- appellation of French Prophets, from their enthufiaſtick geſticulations, 
_ effuſions, and convulſions ; and even farmed a ſect of their countrymen, 

The French Refugees, ſcandalized at their behaviour, and authoriſed 
© by the Biſhop of London, as ſuperior of the French congregations, 
© reſolved to inquire into the miſſion of theſe pretended prophets, whole 

names were Elias Marion, John Cavalier, and Durand Fage. They 

' were declared impoſtors and counterfeits. Notwithſtanding this deciſion, ( 

-which was confirmed by the Biſhops, they continued their aſſemblies in 1 

I 
| 


Soho, under the countenance of Sir Richard Bulkley and John Lacy. 
They reviled the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church; they denounced 
judgments againſt the City of London; and the whole Britiſh nation; 
and publiſhed their ariififiions, compoſed of unintelligible jargon. 
Then they were proſecuted at the expence of the French churches, as 
diſturbers of the publick peace, and falſe prophets. They were fen- 
- tenced to pay a fine of twenty marks each, and ſtand twice on a ſcaffold, 
with papers on their breaſts denoting their offence : a ſentence which was 
executed accordingly at Charing-Croſs and the Royal-Exchange. 
In the courſe of this year, Mr. Stanhope, who was reſident from 
the Queen at the Court of Charles, concluded a treaty of commerce with 
this Monarch, which would have proved extremely advantageous to 
Great-Britain, had he been firmly eſtabliſhed on the throne of Spain, 
It was ſtipulated that the Engliſh merehants ſhould enjoy the privi- 
lege of importing all kinds of merchandize from the coaſt of Barbary 
"Into the maritime places of Spain, without paying any higher dat) 
than if that merebandize. had been the produce of Great-Britain ; and 
that even theſe duties ſhould not be paid till fx months after the me- 
chandize ſhould be landed and ſold, the merchants giving lecurity for 
the cuſtoms. It was agreed that the whole commerce of the Spaniſh 
Weſt Indies ſhould be carried on by a joint company of - Spaniſh and 
Britiſh merchants; and in the interim, as the greqter part of that coun- 
try was in the hands of Philip, his Competitor conſented that the Bri- 
tin ſudjects ſhould trade freely in all the ports of the Weſt- Indies with 
ten ſhips of five hundred tons each, under ſuch convoy as her Britannick 
Majeſty ſhould think fit to appoint. 
mont, 
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mont, two ſons of the Earl of Middleton, and ſeveral c H AP. 
'Scottiſh and Iriſh officers, who had been taken on IX. 
board the Saliſbury, were brought to London, und 
impriſoned in the Tower, or in Newgate. Lord 
Griffin being attainted by outlawry, for high treaſon 
committed in the reign of King William, was 
brought to the bar of the Court of King's Bench, 
and a rule made ſor his execution; but he was 're- / 
prieved from month to month, until he died of a 
natural death in priſon. The Privy- council of Scot- 
land was diffolved : the Duke of Queenſbury was 
created a Britiſh Peer, by the title of Baron of Rip- 
pon, Marquis of Beverley, and Duke of Dover ; and 
the office of Secretary at War, vacant by the reſig- 
nation of Henry St. John, was beſtowed upon Robert 
Walpole, a. gentleman who had rendered himſelf 
conſiderable in the Houſe of Commons, and whoſe 
conduct we ſhall have occaſion to mention more at 
large in the ſequel. About the ſame time, a pro- 
clamation was itlued for diſtributing prizes, in cer- 
tain proportions, to the different officers” and ſea- 
men gf the Royal Navy; a regulation that fill 
—_—_. | 
4 XXX1IV. The French King, not at alt difcou- 
raged by the miſcarriage of his projected inyafion, 
reſolved to improve the advantages he had gained 
on the continent during the laſt campaign, and in- 
deed he made efforts that were altagether incredible, 
conſidering the conſumptive ſtate of his finances *. 

He 


* Before the opening of the campaign, a very daring enterprize 
was formed by one Colonel Queintern, a partiſan in the Imperial ar- 
my. This man laid a ſcheme for carrying off the Dauphin of France 
from the Court of Verſailles. He ſelected thirty men of approved ya- 
lour for this undertaking. He procured paſſes for them, and they 
rendezvouſed in the neighbourhood of Paris. On the twenty-fourth 
day of March, in the evening, he and his accomplices ſtopped a coach 
and fix, with the King's liveries, and arreſted the perſon who was in 
it, on the ſuppoſition of his being a Prince of the blood. It was 
however M. de Berringhen, the King's firſt equery. This officer 

they mounted on a ſpare horſe, and ſet out for the Low Countries: 
it, but, being little acquainted with the roads, they did not 
reach 
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B 0 O K He aſſembled a prodigious army in the Netherlands 


1708. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


under the command of the Duke of Burgundy, 
aſſiſted. by Vendome, and accompanied by the Duke 
of Berry and the Chevalier de St. George. The 
Elector of Bavaria was deſtined to the command of 
the troops upon the Rhine, where he was ſeconded 
by the Duke of Berwick ; and the Mareſchal de Vil- 
leroy was ſent to conduct the forces in Dauphince. 
About the latter end of March, the Duke of Marl. 
borough repaired to the Hague, where he was met 
by Prince Eugene: theſe two celebrated General; 
conferred with the Penſionary Heinſius, and the 
Deputies of the States-General. Then they made 
an excurſion to Hanover, where they prevailed upon 
the Elector to be ſatisfied with acting upon the de- 
fenſive in his command on the Rhine, and ſpare part 
of his forces, that the Confederates might be en- 
abled to make vigorous efforts in the Netherlands. 
The Prince proceeded to Vienna, and the Duke 


immediately returned to Flanders, where he af- 


ſembled the army towards the latter end of May. 
On the twenty-fifth day of that month, the Duke 
de Vendome marched to Soignies, and poſted him- 
ſelf within three leagues of the Confederates, who 


were encamped at Billinghen and Halle. The Duke 


of Marlborough having received intelligence that 


the enemy were on their march by Bois-Seigneur- 


reach Chantilly till next morning, when they heard the 
Toxen, or Alarm-bell, and thence "concluded that detachments 
were ſent out in purſuit of them. Nevertheleſs, they proceeded boldly, 
aud would certainly have carried the point, had not Queintern 
halted three hours for the refreſhment of his priſoner, who complained 
of his being indiſpoſed. He likęwiſe procured a chaiſe, and ordered the 


back of it to be lowered for his convenience. Theſe acts of humanity 


retarded him ſo much, that he was overtaken by a detachment of borle 
at Ham within three hours” ride of a place of ſafety, Finding himſelf 
ſurrounded, he thought proper to ſurrender, and M. de Berringben 
treated him with great generoſity, for the civilities he had experienced 
at his hands. He carried him back to Verſailles, and lodged him 1n his 
own apartments. Madam de 3 made him a conſiderable pre · 
ſent; and the King ordered him and his companions to be diſcharged, 


en account of the courage and humanity they had diſplayed. 
Ifaac 
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Iſaac to Braine-la-Leuwe, concluded their intention c HAP. 

was to take poſt on the banks of the Deule, to hin- X. 

der the Allies from paſſing that river, and to occupy 1563. 

Louvaine. He, therefore, commanded the army to 

march all night, and on the third day of June en- 

camped at Terbank, General D' Auverquerque fix- 

ing his quarters in the ſuburbs of Louvaine, while 

the French advanced no farther than Genap and 

Braine-la-Leuwe. As they were more numerous 

than the Confederates, and headed by a Prince of 

the Blood, the Generals of the Allies at firſt expected 

that they would hazard a battle: but their ſcheme 

was to retrie ve by ſtratagem the places they had loſt 

in Flanders. The Elector of Bavaria had rendered 

himſelf extremely popular in the great towns: the 

Count De Bergeyck, who had conſiderable intereſt 

among them, was devoted to the Houſe of Bour- 

bon: the inhabitants of the great cities were natu- 

rally inconſtant and mutinous, and particularly diſ- 

ſatisfied with the Dutch government. The French 

Generals reſolved to profit by theſe circumſtances, 

A detachment of their troops, under the Brigadiers 

la Faille and Paſteur, ſurpriſed the city of Ghent, 

in which there was no garriſon, at the fame time 

the Count de la Motte, with a ſtrong body of forces, 

appeared before Bruges, which was ſurrendered to 

him without oppoſition : then he made a fruitleſs at- 

tempt upon Damme, and marched to the little fort 

of Plaſſendhal which he took by aſſault. The Duke 

of Marlborough was no ſooner appriſed of the ene- 

my's having ſent a ſtrong detachment towards Tu- 

bize, then he marched from Terbank, paſſed the 

canal, and encamped at Anderlech. The French 

croſſed the Senne at Halle and Tubize, and the 

Allies reſolved to attack them next morning: but 

the enemy paſſed the Dender in the night with great 

expedition ; and the Duke of Marlborough next day 

encamped at Aſche, where he was joined by Prince 

Eugene, who had marched with a conſiderable re- 
1 inforcement 
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B 0 O > Kinforcement of, Germans from the Moſelle. The 
enemy underſtanding that this General was on his 
5768, march, determined to reduce Oudenarde, the only 
paſs. on the Schelde, poſſeſſed by the Confederates; 
and inveſted it on the ninth da of July, hoping to 
ſubdue it before the Allies could be reinforced. The 
Duke of Marlborough was immediately in motion, 
and made a ſurpriſing march from Aſche, as far as 
Herſelingen, where he was joined by the "reinforce. 
ment. Then he took poſſeſſion of the ſtrong camp 
at Leſſines, which the French had intended to oc- 
cupy, in order to coyer the ſiege of Oudenarde. 
$ XXXV. Thus diſappointed, the French Gene- 
rals altered their reſolution, abandoned Oudenarde, 
and began to. paſs the Schelde at Gavre. The two 
22 of the Confederates were bent upon bring- 
them to an engagement. Cadogan was ſent 
= | fixteen battalions and eight ſquadrons to repair 
the roads, and throw bridges over the Schelde be- 
low Oudenarde. The army was in motion at eight 
o'clock, and marched with ſuch expedition, that 
by two in the afternoon the horſe had reached the 
de over which Cadogan and his detachment 
were paſſing. The enemy had poſted ſeven batta- 
lions in the village of Heynem, ſituated on the 
banks of the Schelde, and the French houſeho!d- 
troops were drawn up in order of battle on the adja- 
cent plain, oppoſite to a body of troops under Ma- 
jor-General Rantzaw, who were voſted behind a 
riyulet that ran into the river. The Duke de Ven- 
dome intended to attack the Confederates when one 
half of their army ſhould have paſſed the Schelde; 
but he was thwarted by the Duke of Burgundy, who 
ſeemed to be rplexed and irreſolute. This Prince 
had ordered = troops to halt in their march to 
Gavre, as if he bad not yet formed any reſolution ; 
and now he recalled the ſquadrons from the plain, 
determined to avoid a battle. Vendome remon- 
ſtrated Sint this conduct, and the diſpute « conti- 
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part of the allied army had paſſed the Schelde with- 
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nued till three in the afternoon, when the greater c H.A p. 


out oppoſition. Then the Duke of Burgundy de- 1708. 


clared for an engagement, and Vendome ſubmitted 
to his opinion with great reluctance, as the oppor- 
tunity was now loſt, and the army unformed. Ma- 


jor-General Grimaldi was ordered to attack Rant- 


zaw with the horſe of the King's houſehold, who, 
finding the rivulet marſhy, refuſed to charge, and 
retired to the right. Meanwhile Cadogan attacked 
the village of Heymen, which he took with three 
of the ſeven battalions by which it was guarded. 
Rantzaw paſſing the rivulet, advanced into the plain, 
and- drove before hjm ſeveral ſquadrons of the ene- 
my. In this attack the electoral Prince of Hanover, 
his late Majeſty George II. charged at the head of 
Bulau's dragoons with great intrepidity. His horſe 
was ſhot under him, and Colonel Laſchky. killed 
by his ſide. Divers French regiments were entirely 
broken, and a good number of officers and ſtandards 
fell into the hands of the Hanoverians. The Con- 
federates continued ſtill paſſing the river: but few 
or none of the infantry were come up till five in the 
afternoon, when the, Duke of Argyle arrived with 
twenty battalions, which immediately ſuſtained a 
vigorous aſſault from the enemy. By this time the 
French were drawn up in order of battle; and the 
Allies being formed as they paſſed the river, both 
armies were engaged through the whole extent of 
their lines about ſeven in the evening. Europe had 
not many years produced two ſuch noble armies 

above one hundred general , officers appeared in the 
held, and two hundred and fifty Colonels fought at 
the head of their reſpective regiments. The num- 
ber of the French exceeded that of the Allies by 


twelve thouſand : but their Generals were divided: 


their forces ill-diſpoſed ; and the men diſpirited by 

the uninterrupted ſucceſs of their adverſaries, They 

ſeemed from the beginning averſe to an W 
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B O © Kand acted in hurry and trepidation. Nevertheleſs, 
I. the action was maintained until General D'Auver. 


a , 


1708. 


querque and Count Tilly, who commanded on the 
left of the Allies, obliged the right of the enemy to 
give ground; and the Prince of Orange, with Count 
Oxienſtern, attacked them in flank with the Dutch 
infantry. Then they began to give way, and re- 
tired in great confuſion. The Duke de Vendome, 


alighting from his horſe, rallied the broken batta- 


lions, called the officers by name, conjured them to 
maintain the honour of their country, and animated 
the men with his voice and example. But notwith- 
ſtanding all his endeavours, they were forced back 
among the encloſures in great confuſion, Some re- 
giments were cut in pieces: others deſired to capi- 
tulate; and if the darkneſs had not interpoſed, 
their whole army would have been ruined. The 
night coming on, fo that it became impoflible to 
diſtinguiſh friends from enemies, the two Generals 
ordered the troops to ceaſe firing, and the enemy 
took this opportunity of eſcaping by the road which 
leads' from Oudenarde to Ghent. The Duke de 
Vendome ſeeing the French forces flying in the 
utmoſt terror and precipitation, formed a rear-guard 
of about five-and-twenty ſquadrons, and as many 
battalions, with which he ſecured the retreat. To 
this precaution the ſafety of their army was entirely 
owing ; for at day-break the Duke of Marlborough 


ſent a large detachment of horſe and foot, under the 


Lieutenant-Generals Bulau and Lumley, to purſue 
the fugitives : but the hedges and ditches that ſkirted 
the road were lined with the French grenadiers in 
ſuch a manner, that the cavalry could not form, 


and they were obliged to deſiſt. The French reached 


Ghent about eight in the morning, and marching 
through the city, encamped at Lovendegen on the 
canal. There they thought proper to caſt up en- 
trenchments, upon which they planted their artillery, 
which they- had left at Gavre with their heavy bag- 

gage, 


AN N E. 


of battle; two thouſand deſerted ; and about ſeven 


thouſand were taken, including a great number of es. 


officers, together with ten pieces of cannon, above 
an hundred ſtandards and colours, and four thou- 
ſand horſes. The loſs of the Allies did not ar ount 
to two thouſand men; nor was one officer of diſting- 
tion killed on their fide during the whole engage- 
ment.* After the Confederates had reſted two days 
on the field of battle, a detachment was ordered ro 
level the French lines between Ypres and the Lys : 
another was fent to raife contributions as far as 
Arras: they ravaged the country, and ſtruck terror 
even into the city of Paris. While the Allies plun- 
dered the Province of Picardy, a detachment from 
the French army, under the Chevalier de Rozen, 
made an irruption into Dutch-Flanders, broke 
through the lines of Bervilet, which had been left 
unguarded, and made a deſcent upon the iſland of 
Cadſandt, which they laid under contribution. 

$ XXXVI. The Generals of the Allies now un- 
dertook an enterprize, which, in the opinion of the 
French Generals, favoured of raſhneſs and inconſi- 
derate ſelf-ſufficiency. This was the ſiege of Liſle, 
the ſtrongeſt town in Flanders, provided with all 
neceſſaries, ſtore of ammunition, and a garriſon rein- 
forced with one-and-twenty battalions of the beſt 
troops in France, commanded by Mareſchal de 
Boufflers in perſon. But theſe were not the princi- 
pal difficulties which the Allies encountered. The 
enemy had cut off the communication between theni 
and their magazines at Antwerp and Sas-Fan-Ghent: 
lo that they were obliged to bring their convoys from 
Oſtend along a narrow cauſeway, expoſed to the at- 
tack of an army more numerous than that with which 
they fat down before Liſle. On the thirteenth of 


* Among the-cfficers who were engaged in this battle, old General 
D Auverquergue and the Duke of Argyle diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
the moſt extraordinary valour and activity. 1 
VOL. II. 


Auguſt 
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gage. About three thouſand were ſlain on the field c HA p. 
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B 0 0 K Auguſt it was inveſted on one fide by Prince Eugene, 


I. 


and on the other by the Prince of Orange-Naſſau, 


Oe Stadtholder of Frieſland ; while the Duke of Marl- 


borough encamped at Helchin, to cover the ſiege, 
The trenches were opened on the twenty-ſecond day 
of Auguſt, and carried on with that vigour and ala- 
crity which 1s always inſpired by victory and ſucceſs, 
The Dukes of Burgundy and Vendome being now 
Joined by the Duke of Berwick, reſolved, if poſſible, 
to relieve the place ; and made ſeveral marches and 
counter-marches for this purpoſe. Marlborough 


being appriſed of their intention, marched out of his 


lines to give them battle, being reinforced by a con- 
ſiderable body of troops from the ſiege, including 
Auguſtus King of Poland, and the — of 
Heſſe, as volunteers: but the enemy declined an 
engagement, and the Allies returned to their camp, 
which they fortified with an entrenchment. On the 
ſeventh day of September, the beſiegers took by 
aſſault the counterſcarp of Liſle, after an obſtinate 
action, in which they loſt a thouſand men. The 
French Generals continued to hover about the camp 
of the Confederates, which they actually cannonaded, 
and the Duke of Marlborough again formed his 
army in order of battle: but their deſign was only to 
haraſs the Allies with continual alarms, and inter- 
rupt the operations of the ſiege. They endeavoured 
to ſurprize the town of Aeth, by means of a ſecret 
correſpondence with the inhabitants : but the con- 
ſpiracy was diſcovered before it took effect. Then 
they cut off all communication between the beſieget 
and the Schelde, the banks of which they fortified 
with ſtrong entrenchments, and a prodigious num- 
ber of cannon ; ſo that now all the ſtores and necel- 
ſaries were ſent to the camp of the Confederates from 
Oſtend. On the twenty-firſt day of Septembe;, 
Prince Eugene, who was in the trenches, ſeeing the 
troops driven by the enemy from a lodgement they 
had made on the counterſcarp of the Tenaille, * 
an 


and led them back to the charge: but being wound- HAP. 
ed over the left eye with a muſket-ſhot, he was obliged IX. 
to retire, and for ſome days the Duke of Marlbo- 
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the f muſt have been raiſed. The Duke de Vendome 
ie) ordered the dykes between Bruges and Newport to 
& be cut, ſo as to lay the whole country under water, 
a 1 2 in 


1708. 
| rough ſuſtained the whole command, both in the i 1 
ſiege and of the covering army. On the twenty- 38 
a third the Tenaille was ſtormed, and a lodgement . 
: made along the covered-way. Mareſchal Boufflers "8 
having found means to inform the Duke de Ven- 1 
i dome that his ammunition was almeſt expended, if 
this General detached the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, * 
1 with a body of horſe and dragoons, to ſupply the aft 
$ place with gunpowder, every man carrying a bag of i 
- forty pounds upon the crupper. They were diſco- BE: +. 
4 vered in paſſing through the camp of the Allies, and ha 
f purſued to the barrier of the town, into which about N 
n three hundred were admitted: but a great number $9 
, were killed by the Confederates, or miſerably de- 1 
c ſtroyed by the exploſion of the powder which they " 
L carried. | i 
e XXXVII. The next attempt of the French 1 
je Generals was to intercept a convoy from Oſtend. 1 
? The Count de la Motte marched from Ghent, with 8 
; about two-and-twenty thouſand men, to attack this WW 
US convoy, which was guarded by fix thouſand of the 6 
to Allies, commanded by Major-General Webb. This 1 
. officer made ſuch an admirable diſpoſition by the 4 
ed wood of Wynendale, and received the enemy with WH 
et ſuch a cloſe fire, that, after a very warm action, that * 
0- laſted two hours, they retired in the utmoſt confu- by 
en ſion, notwithſtanding their great ſuperiority in num- 8 
en ber, leaving ſix thouſand men killed upon the field 1 
ed of battle; the loſs of the Allies not exceeding nine 1 ; 
m. hundred and twelve officers and ſoldiers. This was 15 
el. the moſt honourable exploit performed during the +3 
om whole war, and of fuch conſequence to the Confede- * 
er, rates, that if the convoy had been taken, the fiege 79 
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B O © Kin hopes of deftroying the communication between 
T. Oftend and the camp of the Confederates; and, 
7708. after a regular ſiege, he took Colonel Caulfield, and 
| a body of Britiſh troops potted in the village of Lef. . 
finghen, by whoſe means the convoys had been for- 
warded to the Duke of Marlborongh. On the 
twenty-ſecond of October, Marefchal Boufflers de- 

fired to capitulate for the town of Lifle : next day 

the articles trere figned : on the twenty-fifth the 
Allies took pofleſfion of the place, and the Mareſchal 

. Tenred into the citadel with the remains of his gar- 
liſon, which, from twelve thouſand, was reduced to 
lets than the half of that number. A negociation 

was begun for the ſurrender of the citadel : but 
Boufflers made ſuch extravagant demands as were 


_ ez FF” ] ² -!. THEPIy N N 


rejected with diſdain. Hoſtilities were renewed on 
the twenty-ninth day of the month; and the Earl of g 
Stair was detached to provide corn for the army l 
in the diſtricts of Furnes and Dixmude. During " 
theſe tranſactions, Velt-Mareſchal D'Auverquerque , 
died at Rouſſelaer, in the fſixty-ſeventh year of his a 
e, after having, in above thirty campaigns, exhi- A 
bited innumerable proofs of uncommon courage, 
ability, and moderation. The Duke de Vendome he 
did not deſpair of obliging the Confederates to F 
abandon their enterprize : the French miniſters at ; 
Rome and Venice publickly deelared the allied army ws 
was coopet up in ſuch a manner, that it muſt either fo 
raiſe the ſiege or be famiſhed. The Elector of Ba- wa 
varia, with a detachment of ten thouſand men, i 


marched to Brufſels, and attacked the counterſcarp th 
with incredible fury ; but was repulſed by the garri- aft 
ſon, under the command of General Paſchal, and 


8 f f | ſea 
retired with precipitation, when he underſtood that p 

F 4 . , WM, al 

the Duke of Marlborough was in motion to relieve - 


the place. This nobleman. and Prince Eugene no = 

ſooner underſtood the danger to which Bruffels was _ 

expoſed, than they marched with the covering army _ 

to the Schelde, which they paſſed in pontoons with Gh 
1 — 4 


gut 
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aut oppoſition, notwithſtanding the formidable works c HAP. 
which the French had raiſed. They now abandoned IX. 
them with precipitation, to the ſurprize of the Con- 1508. 
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federates, who had laid their account with the loſs 
of a thouſand men in the attack. Having paſſed 
the river between Eſkenaffe and Hauterive, as well 
as at other places, they marched to Oudenarde, 
where they received intelligence that the Elector had 
retreated. Then Prince Eugene returned to Liſle, 
and the Duke of Marlborough. proceeded to Bruflels, 
where he was received with joy and acclamation. 
He afterwards. took poſt at Oudenarde, fo as to 
maintain a communication with Prince Eugene. 

C XXXVIII. The beſiegers having made lodge- 
ments and raiſed batteries on the ſecond counterſcarp 
of the citadel, ſent a meſſage to Boufflers, intima- 
ting, that if he would ſurrender before the opening 
of the batteries, he ſhould have an honourable capi- 
tulation ; otherwiſe he and his garriſon muſt be 
made priſoners of war. He choſe to avoid the laſt 
part of the alternative: hoſtages were exchanged on 
the eighth day of December, and the articles ſigned 
on the tenth ; when the Mareſchal and his garriſon 
marched out with the honours of war, and were con- 
ducted- to Douay. In this great enterprize, ſpirit 
and perſeverance made amends for want of foreſight 
and ſkill, which was flagrant on the fide of the Con- 
tederates; yet their ſucceſs was owing in a great 
meaſure to the improvidence and miſconduct of the 
beſieged. The French Generals never dreamed that 
the Allies would -attempt any thing of conſequence. 
after the reduction of Liſle, conſidering the advanced 
leaſon of the year, and therefore they returned to 
Paris, after having diſtributed their army into win- 
ter- quarters. But their indefatigable antagoniſts 
were determined to ſtrike another ſtroke of impor- 
tance before their forces ſhould ſeparate. On the 
twentieth day of December they inveſted the city of 


Ghent on all: ſides; and on the thirtieth, when the 


batteries 
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B O O Kbatteries were ready to open, the Count de la Motte, 
I. who commanded the garriſon, deſired to capitulate, 
1703. On the third day of the next month he marched eut 
with thirty battalions and fixteen ſquadrons, which 
were conducted to Tournay; while the Duke of 
Argyle, with fix Britiſh battalions, took poſſeſſion 
of the town and citadel, Then the enemy aban- 
doned Bruges, Plaſſendahl, and Leffengen ; and 
the Generals of the Allies, having ſettled the plan of 
winter-quarters, repaired to Holland, leaving the 
forces under the command of Count Tilly. The 
French King was confounded and diſmayed at theſe 
conqueſts in the Netherlands. Nor was he ealy on 
the fide of Dauphince : in ſpite of all the vigilance 
and activity of Villars, the Duke of Savoy made 
himſelf maſter of the important fortreſſes of Exilles, 
La Perouſe, the valley of St. Martin, and- Fene- 
ſtrells ; ſo that by the end of the campaign he had 
ſecured a barrier to his own frontiers, and opened a 
way into the French provinces, after having made a 
diverſion in favour of King Charles, by obliging the 
enemy to ſend a ſtrong detachment from Rouſfillon 

to the aſſiſtance of Villars. 

XXXIX. The campaign in Catalonia was pro- 
ductive of a great event. Count Guido de Starem- 
berg arrived at Barcelona on the laſt day of Apnl: 
but the Imperial troops brought from Italy by Admi- 
ral Leake did not land in time to relieve Tortola, 
which the Duke of Orleans beſieged and took, toge- n 
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ther with Denia, the garnſon of which were made 0 

riſoners of war, contrary to the articles of capitu- { 
lation. Theſe loſſes, however, were abundantly e 
made up to the Allies by the 2 of Sardinn fl 
and Minorca. Sir John Leake, having taken on 1 
board a handful of troops, under the — * of the 0 
Marquis D' Alconzel, ſet fail for Cagliari, and ſum- th 
moned the Viceroy to ſubmit to King Charles. A. ſt 
he did not ſend an immediate anſwer, the Admira W 


began to bombard the city, and the inhabitants _ th 
Egan £ vel 
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pelled him to ſurrender at diſcretion. . The greaterc H AP. 
part of the garriſon inliſted themſelves in the ſervice IX. 
of Charles. The Deputies of the States being aſ- 18 
ſembled by the Marquis D'Alconzel, acknowledged 
that Prince as their Sovereign, and agreed to fur- 
niſh his army with thirty thouſand ſacks of corn, 
which were accordingly tranſported to Catalonia, 
where there was a great ſcarcity of proviſion. Ma- 
jor-General Stanhope having planned the conqueſt 
of Minorca, and concerted with the Admiral the 
meaſures neceſlary to put it in execution, obtained 
from Count Staremberg a few battalions of Spaniards, 
Italians, and Portugueze : at the head of theſe he 
embarked at Barcelona with a fine train of Britiſh 
artillery, accompanied by Brigadier Wade and Co- 
Jonel Petit, an engineer of great reputation. The 
landed on the iſland about ten miles from St. Phi- 
lip's fort, on the twenty-fixth of Auguſt, with about 
eight hundred marines, which augmented their 
number to about three thouſand. Next day they 
erected batteries; and General Stanhope ordered a 
number of arrows to be ſhot into a place, to which 
_ were affixed, written in the Spaniſh and 
rench languages, containing threats, that all the 
garriſon ſhould be ſent to the mines, if they would 
not ſurrender before the batteries were finiſhed. 
The garriſon conſiſted of a thouſand Spaniards and 
fix hundred French marines, commanded by Colo- 
nel la Jonquire, who imagined that the number 
of the beſiegers amounted to at leaſt ten thouſand, 
lo artfully had they been drawn up in fight of the 
enemy. The batteries began to play, and in a lit- 
tle time demoliſhed four towers that ſerved as out- 
works to the fort : then they made a breach in the 
outward wall, through which Brigadier Wade, at 
the head of the grenadiers, ſtormed a redoubt, with 
ſuch extraordinary valour as ſtruck the befieged 
with conſternation. On the ſecond or third day they 
thought proper to beat a parley, and capitulate, on 
condition, 
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B O0 Kcondition, That they ſhould march out with the ho- 


— 


nours of war: That the Spaniards ſhould he tranſ- 


C788 ported to Murcia, and the French to Toulon. 


Fad 


— 


heſe laſt, however, were detained, by way of re- 
priſal for the garriſon of Denia. The Spaniſh Go- 
vernor was ſo mortified when he learned the real 
number of beſiegers, that on his arrival at Mur- 
cia he threw himſelf out of a window in deſpair, and 
was killed upon the ſpot. La Jonquire was con- 


fined for life, and all the French officers incurred 


their maſter's diſpleaſure. Fort St. Philip being 
thus reduced, to the amazement of all Europe, and 
the garriſon of Fort Fornelles having ſurrendered 
themſelves priſoners to the Admirals Leake and 
Whitaker, the inhabitants gladly ſubmitted to the 
Engliſh government, for King Philip had oppreſſed 
and deprived them of their privileges : General Stan- 
hope appointed Colonel Petit Governor of Fort St. 
Philip, and Deputy-Governor of the, whole iſland, 
After this important conqueſt he returned to the 
army in Spain, where an unſucceſsſul attempt to 
ſurprize Tortoſa, finiſned the operations of the 
campaign. 5 

XI. The Britiſh fleet not only contributed to 
the reduction of Minorca, but likewiſe over-awed 
the Pope, who had endeayoured to form a league of 
the Princes in Italy againſt the Emperor. This 
Pontiff had manifeſted his partiality to the Houſe of 
Bourbon in ſuch a palpable manner, that his Impe- 
rial Majeſty ordered Monſieur de Bonneval to march 
with the troops that were in Italy, reinforced by thoſe 
belonging to the Duke of Modena, and invade the 
duchy of Ferrara. He accordingly took poſſeſſion 
of Comachio and ſome other places, pretending they 
were allodial eſtates belonging to the Duke of Mo- 


dena, and fiefs of the Emperor, to which the Holy 


See had no lawful claim. The Viceroy of Naples 
was forbid to remit any money to Rome; and the 


Council of the kingdom drew up a long memorial, 


con- 
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containing the pretenſions of his Catholick Majeſty, c H Ap. 
which ſtruck at the very foundation of the Pope's _— 
temporal power. His Holineſs wrote a long—re- 103. : 
monſtrance to the Emperor, on the injuſtice of thoſe 
proceedings, and declared that he would affert this 
cauſe though he ſhould loſe his life in the conteſt. 
He forthwith began to raiſe an army, and revived a 
plan of forming a league among the Princes and 
States of Italy for their mutual defence. Sir John 
Leake had received orders to bombard Civita-Vec- 
chia, in, reſentment for the Pope's having counte- 
nanced the. Pretender's expedition to Great-Britain: 
but as the Emperor and Duke of Savoy hoped to 
effect an accommodation with the Court of Rome, 
they prevailed upon the Engliſh Admiral to ſuſpend 
hoſtilities until they ſhould have tried the method of 
negociation. The Marquis de Prie, a Piedmonteſe 
nobleman, was ſent as Ambaſſador to Rome; but 
the Pope would not receive him in that quality. 
Elated with the promiſes of France, he ſet the Em- 
peror at defiance; and his troops having ſurpriſed 
a body of Imperialiſts, were ſo barbarous as to cut 
them all in pieces. The Duke of Savoy having 
ended the campaign, the troops of the Emperor, 
winch had ſerved under that Prince, were ordered to 
march into the Papal territories, and drove the forces 
of his Holineſs before them, without any regard to 
number. Bologna capitulated; and Rome began to 
tremble with the apprehenſion of being once more 
lacked by a German army. Then the Pope's cou- 
rage failed; he was glad to admit the Marquis de 
Prie as Envoy from the Emperor. He conſented to 
diſband his new levies; to accommodate the Impe- 
nal troops with winter-quarters in the Papal terri- 
tories ; to grant the inveſtiture of Naples to King 
Charles; and to allow at all times a paſſage to the 
Imperial troops through his dominions. On the 
Upper Rhine the Electors of Bavaria and Hanover 
were fo weak, that they could not undertake any 
thing 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B 00 k thing of conſequence againſt each other. In Hun. 
gary the diſputes ſtill continued between the Em. 


peror and the malcontents. Poland was at lenoth 
delivered from the oppreſſion exerciſed by the King 
of Sweden, who marched into the Ukraine againſt 
the Czar of Muſcovy, notwithſtanding the ſubmiſſion 
with which that Monarch endeavoured to appeaſe his 
indignation. During the courſe of this year the 
Engliſh merchants ſuſtained no confiderable loſſes 
by ſea: the cruiſers were judiciouſly ſtationed, and 
the trade was regularly ſupplied with convoys. In 
the Weſt-Indies Commodore Wager deſtroyed the 
Admiral of the galleons, and took the Rear-Admiral 
on the coaſt of Carthagena, Had the officers of 
his ſquadron done their duty, the greateſt part of the 
fleet would have fallen into his hands. At his return 
to Jamaica two of his captains were tried by a court- 
martial, and diſmiſſed from the ſervice. 

XII. The Court of England was about this 
time not a little diſquieted, by the conſequences of 
an outrage committed on the perſon of the Count de 
Matueof the Muſcovite Ambaſſador. He was pub- 
lickly arreſted at the ſuit of a laceman, and mal 
treated by the bailiffs, who dragged him to priſon, 
where he continued until he was bailed by the Earl 
of Feverſham. Incenſed at this inſult, he demanded 
redreſs of the Government, and was ſeconded in his 
remonſtrances by the miniſters of the Emperor, the 
King of Pruſſia, and ſeveral other foreign potentates. 
The Queen expreſſed uncommon indignation againſt 
the authors of this violence, who were immediately 


apprehended, and orders were given to proſecute 


them with the utmoſt ſeverity of the law. Matueof 
repeated his complaints with great acrimony ; and 
Mr. Secretary Boyle aſſured him, in the Queen's 
name, that he ſhould have ample ſatisfaction. Not- 
withſtanding this aflurance, he demanded a paſs for 
himſelf and family; refuſed the ordinary preſents at 
his departure; and retired to Holland. 1 rom 
. ence 
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thence he tranſmitted a memorial, with a letter frome u AP. 
the Czar to the Queen, inſiſting upon her puniſhing IX. 
with death all 05 perſons — in af ena the Do 
law of nations upon the perſon of his Ambatlador. 
Such puniſhment being altogether inconſiſtent with 
the laws of England, the Queen and her miniſtry 
were extremely perplexed, and held ſeveral councils, 
to deliberate upon the meaſures proper to be taken 
on ſuch an occaſion. On the twenty-eighth day of 
October, Prince George of Denmark died of an 
aſthma and dropſy, with which he had been long 
afflicted. - He was a Prince of an aimable rather 
than a ſhining-character, brave, good-natured, mo- 
deft, and humane, but devoid of great talents and 
ambition. He had always lived in harmony with 
the Queen, who, during the whole term of their 
union, and eſpecially in his laſt illneſs, approved 
herſelf a pattern. of conjugal truth and tenderneſs. 
At his death the Earl of Pembroke was created 
Lord High-Admural, the Earl of Wharton promoted 
to the government of Ireland, . and Lord Somers 
appointed Prefident, of the Council. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe promotions of the Whig noblemen, 
the Duke of Marlborough declined apace in his cre- 
dit with the Queen, who privately conſulted and re- 
* her chief confidence in Mr. Harley, though he 
ad no viſible concern in the adminiſtration. | 
XLII. The new Parliament, in which the 
Whig intereſt ſtill preponderated, was aſſembled on 
the ſixteenth day of November, when they were 
given to underſtand, by a commiſſion under the 
great-ſeal, that the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
Chancellor, the Lord-Treaſurer, the Lord-Steward, 
and the Maſter of the Horſe, were appointed to re- 
preſent the perſon of her Majeſty, whom decency 
would not permit to appear in the Houſe ſo ſoon 
after the death of her conſort. Sir Richard Onſlow 
being choſen Speaker of the Lower Houſe with the 
Queen's approbation, the Chancellor, in a youy — 
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BOOK both Houſes, recommended the vigorous proſecu- 


I. 


1708. 


tion of the war, telling them her Majeſty hoped they 
would enable her to make a conſiderable augmen- 


tation for preſerving and improving the advantages 


which the Allies had gained in the Netherlands: that 
ſhe deſired they would prepare ſuch bills as might 
confirm and render the Union effectual; and that 
if they would propoſe means for the advancement of 
trade and manufacture, ſhe would take pleaſure in 
enacting ſuch proviſions. Both Houſes having pre- 
ſented addreſſes of condolance and e 
on the death of Prince George, and the ſucceſs of 
her Majeſty's arms during the laſt campaign, the 


Commons took cognizance of controverted elections, 


which were decided with ſhameſul partiality for the 
Whig faction. Then they proceeded to conſider 
the different branches of the ſupply: they approved 
of an augmentation of ten hed men, which was 
judged neceſſary for the more vigorous proſecution 
of the war; and they voted above ſeven millions 
for the ſervice of the enſuing year. The Bank 
agreed to circulate two millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds in exchequer bills for the government, 


on condition that the term of their continuance 


ſhould be prolonged for one-and-twenty. years; and 
that their ſtock of two millions two hundred and one 


' thouſand one hundred and ſeventy-one pounds 


ſhould be doubled by a new ſubſcription. The 
two-thirds ſubſidy was appropriated for the intereſt 
of the money raiſed by this expedient. 

& XII. Great debates having ariſen about Scot- 
tiſn elections, the Houſe conſidered the petitions 
and repreſentation that were delivered, touching 
the incapacity of the eldeſt ſons of Scottiſh Peers, 
excluded from fitting in the Parliament of Great- 


Britain. Counſel being heard upon the ſubject, that 


incapacity was confirmed: and new writs were iſſued, 


that new members might be elected for the ſhires of 
Aberdeen and Linlithgow, in the room of William 


Lord 
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Lord Haddo, and James Lord Johnſtown. Peti-c HAP. 
tons were likewiſe preſented to the Houſe of Lords IX. 


by ſome Scottiſh Peers, concerning their right 9 


voting, and ſigning proxies. After warm debates, 
the Houſe upon a diviſion, determined that a Scot- 
tiſh Lord created a Peer of Great-Britain ſhould no 
longer retain his vote in Scotland ; and that the 
noblemen who were in the caſtle of Edinburgh had a 
nght to ſign proxies, after having taken the oaths 
to the government. The Scottiſh Peers and Com- 
moners that ſat in the Britiſh Parliament were di- 
vided into two factions. The Duke of Queenſberry 
was in great credit with the Queen and the Lord- 
Treaſurer, by whoſe intereſt he was appointed Se- 
cretary of State for Scotland. His influence in elec- 
tions was ſo great, that all offices in that kingdom 
were beſtowed according to his recommendation. 
He was oppoſed by the Dukes of Hamilton, Mon- 
troſe, and Roxburgh, who were ſupported by the 
Earl of Sunderland and Lord Somers ; ſo that the 
whole intereſt in that country was engroſſed by one 
or other member of the miniſtry. A bill for a ge- 
neral naturahzation of all Proteſtants was brought 
into the Houſe, and notwithſtanding violent oppoſi- 
tion from the Tories, both among the Lords and 
Commons, was enacted into a law. The Whigs 
argued for this bill, as a meaſure that would encou- 
rage induſtry, improve trade and manufacture, and 
repair the waſte of men which the war had occa-. 
tioned : but one of their chief motives was to throw 
an addition of foreigners into the balance againſt 
the landed intereſt. The Tories pleaded that a 
conflux of aliens might prove dangerous to the con- 
ſtitution: that they would retain a fondneſs far their 
native countries, and, in times of war, act as ſpies 
and enemies: that they would inſinuate themſelves 
into places of truſt and profit; become members of 
Parliament; and by frequent intermarriages contri- 
bute to the extinction of the Engliſh race :'that they 
would 
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B O O Kwould add to the number of the poor, already ſo 
1. expenſive; and ſhare the bread of the labourers and 
17508, tradeſmen of England. 


$ XLIV. An inquiry being ſet on foot in both 
Houſes concerning the late intended invaſion in 
Scotland, Lord Haverſham and the other Tory 
members endeavoured to demonſtrate, that proper 
precautions had not been taken for the ſecurity of 
that kingdom, even after the miniſtry had received 
undoubted intelligence of the Pretender's defign : 
that ſince the attempt had miſcarried, many perſons 
of quality had been apprehended, and ſeverely uſed 
by the government, on pretended ſuſpicion of high- 
treaſon ; though in all probability, the aim of the 
miniſtry, in confining thoſe perſons, was to remove 
all poſſibility of their oppoſing the Court at the en- 
ſuing elections for members of Parliament. Theſe 
aſſertions were ſupported by many inconteſted facts 
and ſhrewd arguments, notwithſtanding which, the 
majonty were ſo littie diſpoſed to find fault, that the 
inquiry iſſued in a joint addreſs to the Queen, con- 
taining reſolutions, That timely and effectual care 
had been taken to diſappoint the deſigns of her Ma- 
jeſty's enemies, both at home and abroad. A bill, 
however, was brought into the Houſe of Lords, 
under the title of © An act for improving the Union 
© of the two kingdoms.” It related to trials for 
treaſon in Scotland, which by this law were regu- 
lated according to the manner of proceeding in Eng- 
land, with ſome ſmall variation. The Scottiſh 
members oppoſed it as an encroachment upon the 
form of their laws; and they were joined by thoſe 
who had laid it down as a maxim to oppoſe all the 
Court meaſures : nevertheleſs, the bill paſſed through 
both Houſes, and received the Royal aſſent. Yet, 
in order to ſweeten this unpalatable medicine, the 
Queen conſented to an act of grace, by which all 
treaſons were pardoned, except thoſe committed on 


the high-ſeas: an exception levelled at thoſe who had 
embarked 
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embarked with the Pretender. Major-General n a Þ. 
Webb, who had been defrauded of his due honour, IX. 

in a partial repreſentation of the battle of Wynen- ©, 
dale, tranſmitted by Cardonnel, Secretary to the 

Duke of Marlborough, was now thanked by the 

Houſe of Commons for the great and eminent ſer- 

vices which he had performed in that engagement. 

This motion was made by the Tories; and the Rurcher. 
Whigs did not fail to procure a compliment of the H 
ſame nature to the Duke of Marlborough, even pft or * 
before he returned to England. When the news Marlbo- 
of Ghent's being taken arrived, the Lords ander 
Commons congratulated the Queen on this laſt Tindal. 
effort of a glorious campaign; and the Duke, at Conv 
his arrival, was thanked, in the name of the Peers, chefs of 
by the Lord Chancellor. As he was ſuppoſed to Marlbo- 
have brought over propoſals of peace, the two — 
Houſes, in an addreſs, deſired the Queen would in- Quincy. 


ſiſt on the demolition of Dunkirk, which was a neſt en 2 


the Admi- 


of pirates that infeſted the ocean, and did infinite res. 
prejudice to the commerce of England. There. 
Queen promiſed to comply with their requeſt. But * 
the was not a little ſurpriſed at the next addreſs the 
preſented, humbly entreating, that ſhe would have 
luch indulgence to the hearty deſires of her ſubjects, 
as to entertain thoughts of a ſecond marriage. She 
told them, that the proviſion ſhe had made for the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion would always be a proof how 
much ſhe had at heart the future happineſs of the 
mo but the ſubject of this addreſs was of 
ſuch a nature, that ſhe was perſuaded they did not 
expect a particular anſwer. 

) XLV. The laws having been found inſufficient 
to puniſh capitally the authors of the inſult offered to 
the Muſcovite Ambaſſador, a bill was brought into 
the Houſe of Commons for preſerving the privileges 
ot Ambaſſadors and other foreign Miniſters ; and 
paled through both houſes: as did another, to 
prevent the laying of wagers relating to the publick, 

a prac- 
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BOO Ka ractice which had been carried to a degree of 


atuation; and by which many unwary perſons fell 


* a ſacrifice to crafty adventurers. On the fourteenth 


. day of March the Commons voted the ſum of one 
hundred and three thouſand two hundred and three 
pounds, for the relief of the inhabitants of Nevis 
and St. Chnſtopher's, who had ſuffered by the late 


An. 1509. invaſion: and on the twenty-firſt day of April the 


Parliament was prorogued. The Muſcovite Am- 
baflador continued to write expoſtulatory letters to 
Mr. Secretary Boyle, who at laſt owned, that the 
laws of the kingdom did not admit of ſuch puniſh- 
ment as he demanded. An information was tried in 
the Court of King's-Bench for her Majeſty againſt 
Thomas Morton, laceman, and thirteen other per- 
ſons concerned in the inſult, of which they were 
found guilty; and the ſpecial matter of the privi- 
leges of Ambaſladors was to be argued next term 
before the Judges. Meanwhile, the 2 by 
way of ſatisfaction to the Czar, condeſcended to 
make ſolemn excuſes by her Ambaſſador; to repair 
Matueof's honour by a letter, and indemnify him 
for all his coſts and damages: conceſſions with which 
the Czar and his Ambaſlador declared themſelves 
well ſatisfied. The convocation had been ſum- 
moned, choſen, and returned with the new Parlia- 
ment: but as the old f. * was md oſed to prevail 
in the Lower Houſe, the Queen, y writ to the 
Archbiſhop ordered him * prorogue it from time 
to time, until the ſeſſion of parliament was finiſhed. 
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"CAFE: © 


(I. Negociation for peace ineffetual. & II. The al- 
lied army beſieges and takes Tournay. III. The 
French are defeated at Malplaquet. & IV. Mons 
ſurrendered. & V. Campaign in Spain. & VI. The 
French King's propoſals of treating rejected by the 
States-General. & VII. Account of Dr. Sacheverel. 

VIII. He is impeached by the Commons. & IX. His 

| trial. & X. Debates upon it in the Houſe of Lords. 
XI. He is ſilenced for three years. & XII. Con- 

ferences at Gertrudenburgh. & XIII. Pride and ob- 
flinacy of the Dutch. & XIV. Douay befieged and 
taken by the Confederates, as well as Bethune, Aire, 
and St. Venant. XV. King Charles obtains a vic- 
tory. over Philip at Saragaſſa, and enters Madrid. 

$ XVI. Battle Villavicigſa. XVII. The Whig 
Miniftry diſgraced. & XVIII. The Parliament is 
diſſolved. 15 XIX. Meeting of the new Parliament. 

XX. The Dnke Marlborough inſulted and re- 
viled. & 1 into the conduct of the war 

in Spain. 8 . Severe votes in the Houſe of 


„ Commons againſt thoſe who invited over the poor 


* Palatines. 4 XXIII. Harley tabbed at the Council- 
ul board by Guiſcard ; and created Earl of Oxford. 
1e 


XXIV. Death of the Emperor Joſeph. & XXV. 
Repreſentation by the Commons to the Queen. 
XXVI. Proceedings in the Convocation. & XXVII. 
The Duke of Marlborough continues to command the 
allied army. y XXVILL. He furprizes the French 
les. S X. Reduces Boucham. N XXX. The 
Duke of Argyle commands the Britifh troops in Spain. 
King OB — elected Emperor. \ XXXI. Expedi- 
ion to Canada. \ I. In/olence of the Jaco- 
bites in Scotland. & XXXIII. A negociation ſet on 
foot between the Courts of France and England. 
= yd XXXIV. Prior is ſent to Fontainbleau. 
P. VOL, II. M XXV. 
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XXXV. Manager arrives privately in England. 
S XXXVI. The French King's propoſals diſagree- 
XXV I. Violent debate 
upon them in the Houſe of Lords. & XXXVIII. 
he Duke of Hamilton's title of Duke of Brandon 
diſallowed. Bill againſt occafional Conformity paſſes. 
XXXIX. Duke of Marlborough diſmiſſed from 
all tis employments. Twelve new Peers created. 
XL. Prince Eugene of Savoy arrives in England, 
XLI. Walpole expelled the Houſe of Communs, 
XLII. Votes againff the Duke of ' Marlborough. 
XLIII. Reſolutions againſt the Barrier-treaty and 
the Dutch. & XLIV. Ads unfavourable to the 
Preſbyterian diſciple in Scotland. 


B x "_ 8 I. THE French King was this time reudced 


to ſuch a ſtate of humiliation by the loſſes 


170. of the laſt campaign, and a ſevere winter, which 


The States immediately communicated his 2 


completed the miſery of his ſubjects, that he reſolv- 
ed to ſacrifice all the conſiderations of pride and 
ambition, as well as the intereſt of his Grandſon, 
to his deſire of peace, which was now become {0 
neceſſary and -indiſpenſable. He diſpatched the 
Preſident Rouillé privately to Holland, with general 
Propoſals of peace, and the offer of a good barrier 
to the States-General, ſtill entertaining hopes of 
being able to detach them from the confederacy. 
This miniſter conferred in ſecret with Buys and Van- 
derduſſen, the Penfionanes of Amſterdam and Gou- 


da, at Moerdyke, from whence he was permitted to 


proceed to Woerden, between Leyden and Utrecht. 


to the Courts of Vienna and Great-Britain. Prince 
Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough arrived at 
the Hague in April, and conferred with the Grand 
Penſionary Heinſius, Buys, and Vanderduſſen, on 
the ſubject of the French propoſals which were 
deemed unſatisfactory. Rowlls immediately dil 


patched a courier to Paris, for further 1 
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ind the Duke of Marlborough returned to England, c HAP. 
to make the Queen acquainted with the progreſs of X. 
the negociation. Louis, in order to convince the 
States of his ſincerity, ſent the Marquis de Torcy, 
his ſecretary for foreign affairs, to the Hague, with 
freſh offers, to which the Deputies would make no 
anſwer until they knew the ſentiments of the Queen 
of Great-Britain. The Duke of Marlborough croſſed 
the ſeas a ſecond time, accompanied by the Lord 
Viſcount Townſhend, as ambaſſador extraordinary, 
and 1 Prince Eugene being 
lkewiſe at the Hague, the conferences were begun. 
The French Miniſter declared that his Maſter would 
conſent to the demolition of Dunkirk : that he 
would abandon the Pretender, and diſmiſs him from 
his dominions : that he would acknowledge the 
Queen's title and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion: that he 
would renounce all pretenſions to the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy, and cede the places in the Netherlands 
which the States-General demanded for their bar- 
ner: that he would treat with the Emperor on the 
looting of the treaty concluded at Ryſwick, and 
eren demoliſh the fortifications of Straſburgh. The 
miniſters of the Allies, rendered proud and wanton 
by ſucceſs, and ſeeing their own private intereſt in 
the continuation of the war, infiſted upon the reſti- 
ation of the Upper and Lower Alſace to the Em- 
pre; upon the French Monarch's reſtoring Straſ- 
burgh in its preſent condition; upon his ceding the 
town and — of Liſle, demoliſhing Dunkirk, 
New Briſac, Fort-Louis, and Hunningen. In a 
vord, their demands were ſo inſolent, that Louis 
would not have ſuffered them to be mentioned in 
lis hearing, had not he been reduced to the laſt 
degree of diſtreſs. One can hardly read them with- 
out feeling a ſentiment of compaſſion for that 
Monarch, who had once given law to Europe, and 
fo long accuſtomed to victory and conqueſt. 
Notwithſtanding the diſcouraging diſpatches he had 
M2 
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5 OO Kreceived from the Preſident Rouillé, after his firſt 
conferences with the deputies, he could not believe 
":7c9, that the Dutch would be fo blind to their own in- 
tereſt, as to reject the-advantages in commerce, and 

the barrier which he had offered. He could not 
conceive that they would chooſe to bear the burthen 

of exceſſive taxes in proſecuting a war, the events 

of which would always be uncertain, rather than en- 

joy the bleſſings of peace, ſecurity, and advantageous 
commerce; he flattered himſelf, that the Allies would 

not. ſo far deviate from their purpoſed aim of eſta- 
bliſning a balance of power, as to throw ſuch an 
enormous weight into the ſcale of the Houſe of Auſ- 

tria, which cheriſhed all the dangerous ambition and 
arbitrary principles without the liberality of ſenti- 
ment peculiar to the Houſe of Bourbon. In pro- 
rtion as they roſe in their demands, Louis fell in 

is condeſcenſion. His ſecretary of ſtate, the Mar- 

quis de Torcy, poſted in diſguiſe to Holland, on 

the faith of a common blank paſſport. He foli- 
cited, he ſoothed, he ſupplicated, and made con- r 


ceſſions in the name of his Sovereign, He found J 

the States were wholly guided by the influence of [ 

Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough, He ſa 

found theſe Generals elated, haughty, overbearing, V 

and implacable. He in private attacked the Duke F 
| of Marlborough on his weakeſt ſide: be offered to WI 1 
N that nobleman, a large ſum of money, provided he I. 
| would effect a peace on certain conditions. The WF tic 
; propoſal was rejected. The Duke found his enemies BY an 
| in England increaſing, and his credit at Court in fie 
the wane; and he knew that nothing but a con- im 
N tinuation of the war, and new victories, could ſupport fer 
| his influence in England. Torcy was ſenfible that WW an 
his country was utterly exhauſted: that Louis dreaded WF the 
nothing ſo much as the opening of the campaign; Wl {cy 
f and he agreed to thoſe articles upon which they in- cxc 
ſiſted as preliminaries. The: French King was con. dro 
founded at theſe propoſals: he felt the .complicatd WW at 


pup 


— 


jected the preliminaries with diſdain. He even 


deigned to ſubmit his conduct to the judgment of 
his ſubjects. His offers were publiſhed, together 
with the demands of the Allies. His people in- 
tereſted themſelves in the glory of their Monarch. 
They exclaimed againſt the cruelty and arrogance 
of his enemies. Though impoveriſhed and half- 
ſtarved by the war, they reſolved to expend their 
whole ſubſtance in his ſupport : and rather to fight 
his battles without pay, than leave him in the dire 
neceſſity of complying with ſuch diſhonourable 
terms. Animated by theſe ſentiments, they made 
ſuch efforts'as amazed the whole world. The pre- 
liminaries being rejected by the French King, 
Rouillé was ordered to quit Holland in f6ur-and- 
twenty hours; and the Generals of the Confederates 
reſolved to open the campaign without further heſi- 
tation. 

II. Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough- proceeded to Flanders, and towards the end of 
June the allied army encamped in the plain of 
Liſle, to the number of one hundred and ten thou- 
land fighting men. At the ſame time, the Mareſchal 
Villars, accounted the moſt fortunate General in 
France, aſſembled the French forces in the plain of 
Lens, where he began to throw up — 
The confederate Generals having obſerved his ſitua- 
non, and perceiving he could not be attacked with 
any probability of ſucceſs, reſolved to undertake the 
ſiege of Tournay, the garriſon of which Villars had 
imprudently weakened. Accordingly, they made a 
feint upon Ypres, in order to deceive the enemy, 
and convert all their attention to that ſide, while 
they ſuddenly inveſted Tournay on the twenty- 
leventh day of June. Though tlie garriſon did not 
exceed twelve weakened battalions, and four ſqua- 
drons of dragoons, the place was fo ſtrong, both by 
at and nature, and Lieutenant de Surville, the Go- 

| vernor, 


165 
ngs of grief, ſhame, and indignation. He re- n AP. 
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B OO Kvernor, poſſeſſed ſuch admirable talents, that the 


I. 
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ſiege was protracted, contrary to the expectation of 
the Allies, and coſt them a great — of men, 
notwithſtanding all the precautions that could be 
taken for the ſafety of the troops. As the beſieger 
proceeded by the method of ſap, their miners fre- 
quently met with thoſe of the enemy under ground, 
and fought with bayonet and piſtol. The volunteers 
on both ſides preſented themſelves to theſe ſubter- 
raneous combats; in the midſt of mines and coun. 
termines ready primed for exploſion. Sometimes 
they were kindled by accident, and ſometimes ſprung 
by deſign; ſo that great numbers of thoſe brave men 
were ſtifled below, and whole battalions blown into 
the air, or buried in the rubbiſh. On the twenty- 
eighth day of July, the beſiegers having effected a 
practicable breach, and made the neceſſary diſpo- 
fitions for a general aſſault, the enemy offered to ca- 
pitulate : the town was ſurrendered upon conditions, 
and the garnſon retired to the citadel, Surville 
likewiſe entered into a treaty about giving up the 
citadel: the articles being ſent to the Court of Ver- 
ſailles, Louis would not ratify them, except upon con- 


dition that there ſhould be a general ceſſation in the 


Netherlands till the fifth day of September. Hoſti- 
lities were renewed on the eighth day of Auguſt, 
and proſecuted with uncommon ardour and animo- 
ſity. On the thirtieth, Surville defired to capitulate 
on certain articles, which were rejected by the Duke 
of Marlborough, who gave him to underſtand that 
he had no terms to expect, but muſt ſurrender at 
diſcretion. At length, his proviſion being quite 
exhauſted, he was obliged to ſurrender himſelf and 
his garriſon priſoners of war, though they were per- 
mitted to return to France, on giving their parole 
that they would not act in the field until a like num- 
ber of the Allies ſhould be releaſed. | 

$ III. The next object that attracted the eyes of 


the Confederates was the city of Mons, which they 
: | reſolved 
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reſolved to beſiege with all poſſible expedition. They c H AP. 
paſſed the Scheldt on the third day of September, ., 
and detached the Prince of Heſſe to attack the 150g. 
French lines from the Haiſne to the Sombre, which 
were abandoned at his approach. On the ſeventh 
day of September, Mareſchal de Boufflers arrived in 
the French camp at Quievrain, content to act in an 
inferior capacity to Villars, although his ſuperior in 

int of ſeniority. The Duke of Marlborough 
— received advice that the French were on their 
march to attack the- advanced body under the 
Prince of Heſſe, decamped from Havre, in order to 
ſupport that detachment. On the ninth, the Allies 
made a motion to the left, by which the two armies 
were brought ſo near each other, that a mutual can- 
nonading enſued. The French army, amounting to 
one hundred and twenty thouſand men, were poſted 
behind the woods of La Merte and Taniers, in the 
neighbourhood of Malplaquet. The Confederates, 
nearly of the ſame number, encamped with the right 
near Sart and Bleron, and the left on the edge of the 
wood of Laniere ; the head-quarters being at Bla- 
regnies. The enemy, inſtead of attacking the Al- 
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e lies, began to fortify their camp, which was naturally 
|- ſtrong, with triple entrenchments. In a word, they 
b were ſo covered with lines, hedges, entrenchments, 
. cannon, and trees laid acroſs, that they ſeemed to 
te be quite inacceſſible. Had the Confederates at- 


te tacked them on the ninth, the battle would not have 
at been ſo bloody, and the victory would have proved 
at more deciſive; for they had not then begun to ſecure 
the camp, but Marlborough poſtponed the engage- 
id ment until they ſhould be reinforced by eighteen 
1 battalions which had been employed in the ſiege of 
le Tournay; and in the mean time, the French forti- 
n- hed themſelves with incredible diligence and diſ- 
patch. On the eleventh day of September, early in 
or dhe morning, the Confederates, favoured by a thick 
cy log, erected batteries on cach wing, and in the 
ed centre; 
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B © O K centre; and about eight o'clock, the weather clearing 


up, the attack began. . Eighty-ſix battalions on the 
right, commanded by Dn Schuylemburgh, the 
Duke of Argyle, and other generals, and ſupported 
by two-and-twenty battalions under Count Lottum, 
attacked the left of the enemy with ſuch vigour, 
that notwithſtanding their lines and barricadoes, 
they were in leſs than an hour driven from their 
entrenchments into the woods of Sart and Tanieres. 
The Prince of Orange and Baron Fagel, with fix- 
and-thirty Dutch battalions, advanced againſt the 
right of the enemy, poſted in the wood of La Merte, 
and covered with three entrenchments. Here the 
battle was maintained with the moſt deſperate cou- 
rage on both ſides. The Dutch obliged the French 
to quit the firſt entrenchment; but were repulſed 
from the ſecond with great ſlaughter. The Prince 
of Orange perſiſted in his efforts with incredible per- 
ſeverance and intrepidity, even after two horſes had 
been killed under bem: and the greater part of his 
officers either ſlain or diſabled. The French fought 
with an obſtinacy of courage that bordered on deſpair, 
till ſeeing their lines forced, their left wing and cen- 
tre giving way, and their general, Villars, danger- 
ouſly wounded, they made an excellent retreat 
towards Bavay, under the conduct of Boufflers, and 
took poſt between Queſnoy and Valenciennes. The 
field of battle they abandoned-to the Confederates, 
with about forty colours and ſtandards, ſixteen pieces 
of artillery, and a good number of priſoners : but 
this was the deareſt victory the Allies bad ever pur- 
chaſed. About twenty thouſand of their beſt troops 
were killed in the engagement; whereas the enemy 
did not loſe half that number and retired at leiſure, 
perfectly recovered of that apprehenſion with which 
they had been for ſame years inſpired and over-awed 


by the ſucceſſes. of their adverſaries. - On the fide of 


the Allies, Count Lattum, General Tettau, Count 
Oxienſtern, and the, Marquis of Taliesin, leg 
* | -d, 
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killed, with many other officers of diſtinction. c HA. 
Prince Eugene was flightly wounded on the head: X. 
Lieutenant-General Webb received a ſhot in h_ 
groin. The Duke of Argyle, who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by extraordinary feats of valour, eſcaped un- 
hurt ; but ſeveral muſket-balls penetrated through 
his clothes, his hat, and periwig. In the French army, 
the Chevalier de St. George charged twelve times 
with the houſehold troops, and in the laſt was 
wounded with a ſword in x %: arm. The Mareſchał 
de Villars confidently aſſerted, that if he himſelf had 
not been diſabled, the Confederates would certainly 
have been defeated. | 
$ IV. Conſidering the ſituation of the French, 
the number of their troops, and the manner in which 
they were fortified, nothing could be more raſh and 
imprudent than the attack, which coſt the lives of 
ſo many gallant men, and was attended with ſo little 
advantage to the conquerors. Perhaps the Duke of 
Marlborough thought a victory was abſolutely neceſ- 
ary to ſupport his ſinking intereſt at the Court of 
Great-Britain. His intention was to have given 
battle before the enemy had entrenched themſelves ; 
but Prince Eugene inſiſted upon delaying the action 
until the reinforcement ſhould arrive from Tournay. 
The extraordinary carnage is imputed to the impe- 
tuoſity of the Prince of Orange, whoſe aim through 


L this whole war, was to raiſe himſelf into conſidera- 
$ tion with the States-General, by ſignal acts of mili- 
t tary proweſs. The French having retired to Valen- 


ciennes, the Allies were left at liberty to beſie 
8 Mons, which capitulated about the end of October; 
y and both armies were diftributed in winter-quarters. 
4 The campaign on the Rhine produced nothihg but 
one ſharp action, between a detachment of the 
French army commanded by the Count de Borg, 
ff and a body of troops under Count Merci, who had 
paſſed the Rhine, in order to penetrate into Franche- 
compte. The Imperial officer was worſted in this en- 
counter, 
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to repaſs the river, and retire to F ribourg. In 
Piedmont, Velt-Mareſchal Thaun commanded the 
Confederates, in the room of the Duke of Savoy, 
who refuſed to take the field until ſome differences, 
which had ariſen between the Emperor and him, 
ſhould be adjuſted. Thaun's deſign was to befiege 
Briancon : but the Duke of Berwick had taken ſuch 
precautions as fruſtrated his intention, though part 
of the troops under the French General were em- 
ployed in ſuppreſſing an inſurrection of the Camiſars, 
and other malcontents in the Vivarez. . Theſe were 
entirely defeated in a pitched battle ; and Abraham, 
one of their leaders, being taken, was broke alive 
upon the wheel ; three-and-twenty were hanged, and 
the other priſoners ſent to the gallies. The Pope 
delayed acknowledging King Charles, under various 

retences, in hopes that the campaign would prove 

vourable to the Houſe of Bourbon; till at length 
the Emperor giving him to underſtand that his army 
ſhould take up their winter-quarters in the Eccleſiaſ- 


tical State, his Holineſs ſolemnly owned Charles as 


King of Spain, Naples, and Sicily. 
d V. The military operations in Spain and Por- 


tugal were unfavourable to the Allies. On the ſe- 


venth of May, the Portugueze and Englith were 
defeated at Caya, by the Spaniards, under the com- 
mand of the Mareſchal de Bay. The caſtle of Al- 
cant, guarded by two Engliſh regiments, had been 
beſieged, and held out during a whole winter. At 
length the Chevalier d'Asfeldt ordered the rock to be 
undermined, and having lodged two hundred barrels 
of gunpowder, gave Syburg, the Governor, to under- 
ſtand, that two of his officers might come out and 
ſee the condition of the works. This offer being 
accepted, Asfeldt in perſon accompanied them to 
the mine : he told them he could not bear the 
thoughts of ſeeing ſo many brave men periſh in the 
ruins of a place they had ſo gallantly defended ; and 
| 2 


allowed 


G » . =@ﬀ_Þ yy © . > wo & Wi PA 4 — A, A -© — a ©@ mw — — 2 — — 


www = $53 r= 0-1. © {HS +a .Oo 


ANN E. 171 


allowed them four-and-twenty hours to conſider on C HA p. 

the reſolutien they ſhould take. Syburg continued. . 

deaf to his remonſtrances; and, with an obſtinacy 1703. 

that ſavoured more of ſtupidity than of valour, de- 

termined to ſtand the exploſion. When the cen- 

tinels that were poſted on the ſide of the hill gave 

notice, by a preconcerted ſignal, that fire was ſet to 

the mine, the governor ordered the guard to retire, 

and walked out to the parade, accompanied by 

ſeveral officers. The mine being ſprung, the rock 

opened under their feet, and they falling into the 

— it inſtantly cloſed, and cruſhed them to 

death. Notwithſtanding this dreadful incident, 

Colonel d'Albon, who ſucceeded to the command, 

reſolved to defend the place to the laſt extremity. 

Sir Edward Whitaker ſailed from Barcelona to the 

relief of the place; but the enemy had erected ſuch 

works as effectually hindered the troops from land- 

ing. Then General Stanhope, who commanded 

them, capitulated with the Spaniſh General for the 

garriſon, which marched out with all the honours 

of war, and was tranſported to Minorca, where the 

men were put into quarters of refreſhment. On 

the frontiers of Catalonia, General Staremberg 

maintained his ground, and even annoyed the 

enemy, He paſſed the Segra, and reduced Bala- 1-4 

guer: having left a frong garriſon in the place, he 3Y 

repaſſed the river, and ſent his forces into winter- IM 

quarters. The moſt remarkable event of this ſum- 1 

mer was the battle of Poultowa, in which the King bel 

of Sweden was entirely defeated by the Czar 3a 

Muſcovy, and obliged to take refuge at. Bender, 1 

2 town of Moldavia, in the Turkiſh- deminious. bone 

Auguſtus immediately marched into Poland againſt This 

Staniſlaus, and renounced his own reſignation, as + 

i it had been the effect of compulſion. He formed 

a project with the Kings of Denmark and Pruſſia, 

to attack the Swediſh territories in three different 

places: but the Empetor and maritime powers pre- 
vented 
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B oo Kvented the execution of this ſcheme, by entering 
into a guarantee for preſerving the peace of the em- 
e pire. Nevertheleſs, the King of Denmark declared 
war againſt Sweden, and tranſported an army over 
the Sound of Schonen; but they were attacked and 
defeated by the Swedes, and obliged to re-embark 
with the utmoſt precipitation. The war ſtill con- 
tinned to rage in Hungary, where, however, the 
revolters were routed in many petty engagements. 
| VI. Though the event of the ſummer had been 
lefs unfavourable to France than Louis had reafon 
to expect, he ſaw. that peace was as neceſſary as ever 
to his kingdom; but he thought he might now treat 
with ſome freedom and dignity. His miniſter, 
Torcy, maintained a correſpondence with Mr. Pet- 
kum, reſident of the Duke of Holſtein at the 
Hague: he propoſed to this miniſter, that the ne- 
gociation ſhould be renewed ; and demanded paſſes, 
by virtue of which the French plenipotentiaries 
might repair in fafety to Holland. In the mean 
time, the French King withdrew his troops from 
Spain, on pretence of demonſtrating his readinels 
to oblige the Allies in that particular; though this 
meaſnre was the effect of neceffity, which obliged 
him to recal thoſe troops for the defence of his own 
dominions. The States-General refuſed to grant 
paſſes to the French Miniſters ; but they allowed 
Petkum to make a journey to Verſailles. In the 
interim King Philip publiſhed a manifeſto, proteſt- 
ing againſt all that ſhould be tranſacted at the 
Hague to his prejudice. Far from yielding Span 
and the Indies to his competitor, he declared his 
intention of driving Charles from thoſe places that 
were now in his poſſeſſion- He named the Duke of 
Alba, and Count Bergheyck for his plenipotentiarics, 
and ordered them to notify their credentmls to the 
maritime powers: but no regard was paid to their 
intimation. Philip tampered hkewiſe with the Duke 
of Marlborpegh'; and the Marquis de Torcy fe. 
$21.19 
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newed his attempts upon that General; but all hisC HA. 
application and addreſs proved ineffectual. Petkum 


brought back from Verſailles a kind of memorial, 1 2 


708. 
importing, That thoſe motives which influenced the 9 


French before the campaign was opened, no longer 
ſubſiſted: That the winter ſeaſon naturally produced 
a ceflation of arms, during which he would treat of 
a general and reaſonable peace, without reſtricting 
himſelf to the form of the preliminanes which the 
Allies had pretended to impoſe: That, nevertheleſs, 
he would ſtill treat on the foundation of thoſe con- 
ditions to which he had conſented, and ſend pleni- 
potentiaries to begin the conferences with thoſe of 
the Allies on the firſt day of January. The States- 
General inveighed againſt this memorial, as a proof 
of the French King's inſincerity. Though he cer- 
tainly had a right to retract thoſe offers they had 
formerly rejected. They came to a reſolution, that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to proſecute the war with 
vigour; and they wrote preſſing letters on the ſub- 
ject to all their Allies. 

VII. The Parliament of Great-Britain being 
aſſembled on the fifteenth day of November, the 
Queen in her ſpeech told both Houſes, That the 
enemy had endeavoured, by falſe appearances and 
deceitful inſinuations of a deſire after peace, to create 
jealouſies among the Allies: That Gop ALMiehrr 
had been pleaſed to bleſs the arms of the Confede- 
rates with a moſt remarkable victory, and other ſuc- 
cefles, which had laid France open to the impreſ- 
ſion of the allied arms, and conſequently rendered 
peace more neceſſary to that kingdom than it was 
at the beginning of the campaign. She. inſiſted - 
upon the expediency of proſecuting the advantages 
ſhe had gained, by reducing that exorbitant and 
2 power which had ſo long threatened the 
liberties of Europe. The Parliament were as eager 
and compliant as ever. They preſented congratu- 
latory addreſſes: they thanked the Duke of Marl- 
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BOOK borough for his ſignal ſervices ; while great part of 


+, 8% ſacrificed ſo many thouſand lives to his own private 


the nation reproached him with having wantonly 


intereſt and reputation. In leſs than a month, the 
Commons granted upwards of fix millions for the 
ſervice of the enſuing year; and eſtabliſned a lottery, 
with other funds, to anfwer this enormous ſupply, 
On the thirteenth day of December, Mr. Dolben, 
ſon to the late Archbiſhop of York, complained to 
the Houſe of two ſermons preached and publiſhed 
by Dr. Henry Sacheverel, rector of St. Saviour's in 
Southwark, as containing poſitions contrary to Re- 
volution principles, to the preſent government, and 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. Sacheverel wasa clergyman 
of narrow intellects, and an over-heated imagina- 
tion. He had acquired ſome popularity among 
thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the name of 
High-churchmen ; and took all occaſions to vent 
his animoſity againſt the Difſenters. At the ſummer 
aſſizes at Derby, he had held forth in that ſtrain 
before the Judges; on the fifth day of November 
in St. Paul's church, he, in a violent declamation, 
defended the doctrine of non-reſiſtance: inveighed 
againſt the toleration and Diſſenters; declared the 
Church was dangerouſly attacked by her enemies; 
and ſlightly defended by her falſe friends: he 
founded the trumpet for the church, and exhorted 
the people to put on the whole armour of Gop. 
Sir Samuel Garrard, the Lord-Mayor, countenanced 
this harangue, which was publiſhed under his pro- 
teion, extolled by the Tories and circulated all 
over the nation. The complaint of Mr. Dolben 


_ againſt Sacheverel was ſeconded in the Houſe of 


Commons by Sir Peter King, and other members. 


The moſt violent paragraphs were read: the ſer- 


mons were voted ſcandalous and ſeditious libels. 
Sacheverel, being brought to the bar of the Houle, 
acknowledged himſelf the author of both, and men- 


tioned the encouragement he had received _ 
| the 
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the Lord-Mayor to print that which was intitiled, c H AP. 
« The Perils of Falſe Brethren.” Sir Samuel, who X. 


was a member, denied he had ever given him ch DE 


encouragement. The doctor being ordered to with- 


draw, the Houſe reſolved he ſhould be impeached 


of high crimes and miſdemeanors ; and Mr. Dol- 
ben was ordered 'to impeach him at the bar of the 
Houſe of Lords, in the name of all -the Commons 
of England. A committee was appointed to draw 
up articles, and Sacheverel was taken into cuſtody. 
At the ſame time, in order to demonſtrate their own 
principles, they refolved That the Reverend Mr. 
Benjamin Hoadly, rector of St. Peter-le-Poor, for 
having often juſtified the principles on which her 
Majeſty and the nation proceeded in the late happy 
Revolution, had juſtly merited the favour and recom- 
mendation of the Houſe ; and they preſented an 
addreſs to the Queen, beſeeching her to beſtow ſome 
dignity in the church on Mr. Hoadly, for his 
eminent ſervice both to the Church and State. The 
Queen returned a civil anſwer, though the paid no 
regard to their recommendation. Hoadly was a 
clergyman of ſound underſtanding, unblemiſhed 
character, and uncommon moderation, who, in a 
ſermon preached before the Lord-Mayor of London, 
had demonſtrated the lawfulneſs of reſiſting wicked 
and cruel governors; and vindicated the late Revo- 
lution, By avowing ſuch doctrines, he incurred the 
reſentment of the High-churchmen, who accuſed 
him of having preached up rebellion. Many books 
were written againſt the maxims he profeſſed. Theſe 
he anſwered; and in the courſe of the controverſy, 
acquitted himſelf with ſuperior temper, judgment, 
and ſolidity of argument. He, as well as Biſhop 
Burnet, and ſeveral other prelates, had been treated 
with great virulence in Sacheverel's ſermon ; and 
the Lord-Treaſurer was ſcurrilouſly abuſed under 
the name of Volpone. | 
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ne Admitted to bail; but this indulgence was refuſed, 
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of the Upper-Houſe, petitioned that he might be 


and the Commons ſeemed bent upon proſecuting 
him with ſuch ſeverity as gave diſguſt to men of 
moderate principles. Meanwhile the Tories were 
not idle. They boldly affirmed that the Whigs 
had formed a detign to pull down the Church; and 
that this proſecution was intended to try their 
ſtrength, before they would proceed openly to the 
execution of their project. Theſe aſſertions were 
ſupported, and even eredited by great part of the 
clergy, who did not fail to alarm and inflame their 
hearers; while emiſſaries were employed to raiſe a 
ferment among the populace, already prepared with 
diſcontent, ariſing from a fearcity which prevailed 
in almoft every country of Europe. The miniſters 


- magnified the dangers to which the Church was ex- 


poſed, from Diſſenters, Whigs, and lukewarm Pre- 
lates. Theſe they repreſented as the authors of a 
ruinous war, which in a little time would produce 
univerſal famine; and as the immediate encouragers 
of thoſe Palatine refugees who had been brought 
over, to the number of fix thouſand, and maintained 
by voluntary contributions until-they could be con- 
veniently tranſported into Ireland, and the planta- 
tions in America. The charity beftowed upon thoſe 
unhappy ſtrangers exaſperated the poor of England, 
who felt ſeverely the effects of the dearth, and 


helped to fill up the meaſure of popular diſcontent. 


The articles againſt Dr. Sacheverel being exhibited, 
his perſon was committed to the Deputy-uſher of 
the Black Rod; but afterwards, the Lords admitted 
him to bail. Then he drew up an anſwer to the 
charge, in which he denied ſome articles, and others 
he endeavoured to juſtify or extenuate. The Com- 
mons having ſent up a replication, declaring they 
were ready to prove the charge, the Lords appointed 


the 
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the twenty-ſeventh day of February for tlie trial i n 


Weſtminſter-hall. 

IX. The eyes of the whole kingdom were 
turned upon this extraordinary trial. It laſted three 
weeks; during which all other bufineſs was ſuſ⸗ 
pended; and the Queen herſelf was every day pre- 
ſent, though in quality of a private ſpectator. The 
managers for the Commons were Sir Joſeph Jekyl, 
Mr. Eyre, Solicitor-General, Sir Peter King, Re- 
corder of the city of London, Lieutenant-General 
Stanhope, Sir Thomas Parker, and Mr. Robert 
Walpole, Treaſurer of the Navy. The Doctor was 
defended by Sir Simon Harcourt and Mr. Phipps, 
and aſſiſted by Dr. Atterbury, Dr. Smallridge, and 
Dr. Friend. A vaſt multitude attended him every day 
to and from Weſtminſter-hall, ſtriving to kiſs his 
hand, and praying for his deliverance, as if he had 
been a martyr and confeſſor. The Queen's ſedan 
was beſet 'by the 7 exclaiming, Gop bleſs 
* your Majeſty the Church. We hope your 
a 1 for Dr. Sacheverel.“ They com- 

ed all- perſons to lift their hats to the Doctor, as 
e paſſed. in his coach to the temple, where he 
lodged; and among rhefe ſome members of par- 
lament, who were © abuſed and inſulted. They 
v deſtroyed: ſeveral meeting-houſes ; plundered the 
e dwelling-houſes of eminent Diſſenters; and threat- 
. ened to pull down thoſe of the Lord-Chancellor, 
d the Earl of Wharton, and the Biſhop of Sarum. 
t. They even propoſed to attack the Bank; ſo that 
d, dhe directors were obliged to ſend to Whitehall for 
of Wl Hliſtance. The horſe and foot guards were imme- 
d dately ſent to diſperſe the "rioters, who fled at their 
ne Wl #Pproach. Next day the guards were doubled at 

Whitehall, and the ttain-bands of Weſtmünſter 
continued in arms during the whole trial. The 
Commons entreated the Queen, in an addreſs, to 
uke effectual meaſures for ſuppreſſing the preſent 
tumults, ſet on foot and fomented by Papiſts, Non- 
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ment. She expreſſed a deep ſenſe of cheir care and 
concern, as well as a juſt feſentment at theſe tu- 
multuous and violent proceedings. She publiſhed 
a proclamation for ſuppreſſing the tumults; and 
ſeveral perſons being apprehended, were afterwards 
tried for high-treaſon, Two of them were con- 
victed, and ſentenced to die; but neither ſuffered, 
The Commons preſented another addreſs of thanks 
to her Majeſty, for her gracious anſwer to their firſ 
remonſtrance. They took this occaſion to. declare, 
that the proſecution of the Commons 5 


Dr. Henry Sacheverel proceeded only from the 


ag ws obligation: they lay undet to vindicate 
the late, py — the glory of their royal 
deliverer, title: and adminiſtration, the 
preſent eftabliſhed and proteſtant ſuceſſian, to- 
gether with the toleration and the- quiet of the 
government. When the Docdor's, counſel had 
finiſhed his defence, he himſelf recited ia ſpeech, 
wherein he ſolemnly juſtified his intentions ; towards 
the Queen and her government; and ſpoke in the 
moſt rej pectful terms of, the Revolution, and the 
Proteliant ſucceſſion. He maintained the doctrine 
of non-reſiſtance i in all caſes whatſoever, as 4 maxim 
of the church in which he was educated ; and by 
many pathetical exprefſions: cndeayaured:/to. excite 
the compaſſion of the audience. He wag. ſurrounded 
by the Queen's chaplains, who encouraged and ex- 
tolled him as the champion of the church; and he 
was privately favoured by the Queen herſelf, who 


could not but reliſh a doctrine ſo well calculated for- 


the ſupport of regal authori 

- I RX; On the tenth. da a OR the Lords, be 
ing adjourned to. their, — houſe, the Earl of Not- 
tingham opoſed the following queſtion, © Whether, 
in ls, by impeachments for high * 
<.and miſdemeanours, by writing or: ſpeaking, th 
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te neceſſary to be expreſsly ſpecified in ſuch im- CH AP. 
« peachments ?” The Judges being conſulted, X. 


were unanimouſly of opinion, that, according to 
law, the' grounds of an indictiient or impeachment 
ought to be expreſsly mentioned in both. One of 
the Lords having ſuggeſted; that the Judges had 
delivered their opinions according to the rules of 
Weſtmifrſter-hall, and not according to the uſage 
of Parliament, the Houſe reſolved, that in im- 
peachments they ſhould proceed according to the 
laws of the land, and the law and uſage, of Par- 
lament. On the fixteenth day of the month, the 
Queen being in the Houſe incognito, they pro- 


ceeded to conſider whether or not tHe Commons 
had made good the articles exhibited againſt Dr. 
8 dacheverel! The Earl of Wharton obferved, that 
- the DoQor's ſpeech was a full confutation and con- 
e demnation of his ſermon: that all he had adyanced 
q about non-reſiſtance and unlimited obedience was 
0, falſe and ridiculous: that the doctrine of paſſive- 
- obedience, as urged by the Doctor, was not recon- 
e 


ceable to the practice of churchmen : thit if the 
he Revolution was not lawful, - many in that Houſe, 


ne ad vaſt numbers without, were guilty-of blood, 
im murther, rapine, and injuſtice; and that the Queen 
by bherſelf was e Lful ſovereign, ſince the beſt title 
ite ſhe had to the crown, was lier parliamentary title, 
ded i founded upon the Revolution. He was anſwered 
— by the Lord Haverſham ir a long ſpeech. Lord 
ne 


Ferrers ſaid, if the Doctor was guilty of ſome fooliſh 
guarded expreſhons, he ought to have been tried 
a common law. The Earl of Scarborough ob- 
lerved, the Revolution was a nice point, and above 
the law: he moved that they ſhould adjourn the 
debate, and take time to confider before they gave 
judgment. Do@or Hoo: er, Bifhop of Bath and 
We s, allowed the neceffity' and legality of refiſt- 
ce in ſome extraordinary caſes ; but was of opi- 
mon, that this maxim ought to be concealed * 
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BOOK the knowledge of the people, who are naturally too 
apt to reſiſt : that the Revolution was not to be 
1709, boaſted of, or made a precedent: but that a mantle 
ought to be thrown over it, and it ſhould be called 
a vacancy or abdication. He ſaid the original 
compact were dangerous words, not to be men- 
tioned without great caution : that thoſe who ex- 
amined the Revolution too nicely were no friends 
to it; and that there ſeemed to be a neceſſity for 
precaching up non-refiſtance and paſſive-obedience 
at that time, when reſiſtance was juſtified. The 
Duke of Argyle affirmed, that the clergy in all 
ages had delivered up the rights and privileges of 
the people, preaching up the King's power, in order 
to govern him the more eaſily; and therefore they 
ought not to be ſuffered to meddle with politics. 
The Earl of Angleſey owned the Doctor had 
reached nonſenſe; but ſaid, that was no crime. 
The Duke of Leeds diſtinguiſned between reſiſtance 
and revolution; for had not the laſt ſucceeded, it 
would have certanly been rebelhon, ſince he knew 
of no other but hereditary right. The Biſhop of 
Saliſbury juſtified reſiſtance from the book of Mac- 
cabees : he mentioned the conduct of Queen Eliza. 
beth, who. aſſiſted the Scots, the French, and the 
States-General, in reſiſting their different ſovereigns, 
and was ſupported in this practice both by her 
parliaments and her conyocations. He obſerved 
that King Charles I. had aſſiſted the citizens of 
Rochelle in their rebellion ; that Manwaring in- 
curred a ſevere cenſure from the parliament tor 
having broached the doctrine of the divine night 
of kings; and that though this became a favounite 
maxim after the reſtoration, yet its warmeſt aflerters 
were the firſt who pleaded for refiſtance when they 
thought themſelves oppreſſed. The Archbiſhop of 
York, the Duke of Buckingham, and other leaders 
of the Tory intereſi, declared that they never read 
ſuch a piece of madneſs and nonſenſe as * 
EL ermon; 


1 NI 


Lincoln, accuſed Sacheverel of having made a 
ſtrange and falſe repreſentation of the deſign for 
a comprehenſion, which had been ſet on foot by 
Archbiſhop Sancroft, and promoted by the moſt 
eminent divines of the church of England. He 
was of opimon that ſome ſtep ſhould be taken for 
putting a ſtop to ſuch preaching, as, if not timely 
corrected, might kindle heats and animoſities that 
would endanger both Church and State. Dr. Trimnel, 
Biſhop of Norwich, expatiated on the infolence of 
Sacheverel, who had arraigned Archbiſhop Grindal, 
one of the eminent reformers, as a perfidious pre- 
late, for having favoured and tolerated the diſci - 
pline of Geneva. He enlarged upon the good ef- 
fects of the toleration. He took notice of Sacheve- 
rel's preſumption in publithing inflammatory prayers, 
declaring himſelf under perſecution, while he was 
proſecuted for offending againſt the law, by thoſe 
who in common juſtice ought to be thought the 
fareſt accuſers, and before their Lordſhips, who 
were juſtly acknowledged to be the moſt impartial 
judges. In diſcuſling the fourth article, the Biſhop 
of Saliſbury ſpoke with great vehemence againit 
decheverel, who, by inveighing againſt the Revo- 
lution, toleration, and union, ſeemed to arraign 
and attack the Queen herſelf; ſince her Majeſty 
had fo great a ſhare in the firſt; had often declared 
lhe would mantain the ſecond ;' and that ſhe looked 
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ſermon ; but they did not think him guilty of ac HA. 


miſdemeanour. Next day, Dr. Wake, Bit 9p of X. 
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upon the third as the moſt glorious event of her 


reign, He affirmed that nothing could be more 
plan than the Doctor's reflecting upon her Majeſty's 
miniſters; and that he had ſo well marked out a 
noble Peer there preſent, by an ugly and ſeurrilous 
epithet which he would not repeat, that it was not 
poſſible to miſtake his meaning. Some of the 
younger Peers could not help laughing at this unde- 
"ned ſarcaſm upon the Lord-Treafurer, whom 
Sacheverel 
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B 90 k Sacheverel had reyiled under the name of Volpone : 
they exclaimed, /* Name him, name him ;” and 
in all prohabilty, the zealous Biſhop, who was re- 
markable for abſence of - mind and unguarded ex- 
prefſions, would have gratified their requeſt, had 
not the Chancellor, interpoſing, declared that no 
Peer was obliged to ſay more than he ſhould think 
roper. 
: K XI. After obſtinate diſputes, and much virulent 
altercation, Sacheverel was found guilty by a majo- 
rity of ſeventeen voices; and four-and-thirty Peers 
entered a proteſi againſt this deciſion. He was pro- 
hibited from preaching for the term of three years: 
his two ſermons were ordered to be burnt by the 
hands of the common hangman, in preſence of the 
Lord-May or and the two ſheriffs of London and 
Middleſex:, The Lords likewiſe voted that the exe- 
cutioner ſhould commit -to the ſame fire the famous 
decree paſſed in the convocation of the Univerſity 
of Oxford, aſſerting the abſolute authority and inde- 
feaſible, right of Princes. - A like ſentence was de- 
nounced, by the Commons upon a book intituled, 
cc Collections, of paſſages referred to by Dr. Sache- 
& verel, in his anſwer to: the Articles of Impeach- 
ment.“ Theſe he had ſelected, from m_—_ 
books lately publiſhed, and they were: read by his 
counſel, as proofs that the Church was in danger, 
he lenity of the ſentence. paſſed upon Sacheverel, 
which was, in a great meaſure owing to the dread of 
popular reſentment, his friends conſidered. as a vic- 
tory obtained over a Whig faction, and they cele- 
copie. brated their triumph wich bonfires and illununations. 
Hat On the fifth day of pril, the Queen ordered the 
Torcy. - P arliament to be prœogued, after having, in her 
8 food to, both Houſes, exprefied her concern for the 
Duke of neceſſary occaſign, which had taken up great part 0 
nag their time towards the latter end of the ſeſſion. She 
Tingel. declared that no Prince could havg a more true and 
bolaue. tendep-concern,lar the. wellare and penn — = 
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ſhe ſaid it was very injurious to take a pretence from 
wicked and malicious libels, to inſinuate that the 
Church was in danger by her adminiſtration. 

XII. ſrhe French King, ſeeing the miſery of 
his people daily increaſe, and all his reſources fail, 
humbled' himſelf again before the Allies, and b the 
means of Petkum, who till correſponded with his 
miniſters;! implored the States-General, that the ne- 
gociation night be reſumed. In order to facilitate 
their conſent, he diſpatched a new project of pacifi- 
cation, in which he promiſed to renounce his grand- 
ſon, andi to comply with all their other demands, 
provided the Electors of 'Cologn and Bavaria ſhould 
be re. eſtabliſhed in their-eftates and dignities. Theſe 
orertures being rejected, another plan was offered, 
and cummunicated to the plenipotentiaries of the 
Emperor and Queen of Great-Britain. Then Pet- 
kum wrote a letter to the Marquis de Torcy, inti- 
mating, that the Allies required his moſt Chriſtian 
Majetty ſhould declare, in plain and -expteſfive terms, 
that he conſented to all the preliminaries, exce 
the thirty-ſeventh article, which ſtipulated à ceſſation 
of arms, in caſe' the Spaniſi monhrehy fhould be 
delivered to King Charles in the ſpace vf tho months; 
He ſaid, the Alkes would ſend paſſports tö the French 
miniſters; t6 treat of an equivalent for that article. 
Louis was even fotte&t& fwalldw this bitter Eraught. 


He fignifidd* his — —— bee Kaige the Mare” 


chal D'Uydlles and the ligflac his pleni- 
potentiaries: - They were — fred; however, to 
enter Holland, but Fete tnet — Sh us ties Buys 
and Vanderduſſen at Gertruyde Aedhwhil 
the States defired tie Ousen of Ehglan' to ſend 
over the Duke of Marlbörough, to ali chem with 
his advice in theſe eonfetences. The tho” Houſed 
of Parhament ſeconded their requeſt in à joint ad- 
dreſs to her Majeſty, wilo told them ſhe had alteady 
given. directions for his-dBpttrttfe ; ant #d* ſhe = 
2 gla 
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glad to find they concurred with her in a juſt ſenſe 
of the Duke's eminent ſervices. Both the letter and 
the addreſſes were procured by the intereſt of Marl. 
boreugh, to let the Queen ſee how much that no- 
bleman was conſidered both at home and abroad. 
But ſhe was already whally alienated from him in 
her heart, and theſe expedients ſerved only to in- 
creaſe her diſguſt. I 
XIII. The French miniſters were ſubjected to 
every ſpecies of mortification, They were in a man- 
ner confined to a ſmall fortified town, and all their 


conduct narrowly watched. Their accommodation 


was mean: their letters were opened; and they were 
daily inſulted by injurious libels. The Dutch depu- 
ties would hear of no relaxation, and no expedient 
for removing the difficulties that retarded the nego- 
ciation, In vain the plenipotentiaries declared, that 
the French King could not with decency, or the 
leaſt regard to his honour, wage war againſt his own 
dſon: the deputies inſiſted upon his effecting 

e ceſſion of Spain and the Indies to the Houſe of 
Auſtria; and ſubmitting to every other article ſpe- 
cified in the preliminaries. Nay, they even reſerved 
to themſelves, 2 power of making ulterior. demands 
after the preliminaries ſhayld be adjuſted. Louis 
erase — ſome ſmall proviſion ſhould be made 


for the Duke of Anjou, which might induce him 


to relinquiſh Spain the more eaſily. He mentioned 
the kingdom of Arragon; and this hint being diſ- 
agreeble to the Allies, he demanded Naples and 
Sicily. When they urged that Naples was already 


in poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria, he reſtricted 
the proviſion to Sicily and Sardinia, He offered to 
deliver up four cautionary towns in Flanders, as 4 
ſecuri Fn hilip's evacuating Spain; and even 
pro ſed to ſupply the Confederates with a monthly 
um of money, to defray. the expence of expelling 
that Prince from his dominions, ſhould he refuſe to 


reſign them with 2 good grace, The ſubſtance 0 
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all the conferences was communicated to Lord e H AP. 
Townſhend, . and Count Kinzendorf, the Imperial . 
plenipotentiary ; but the conduct of the deputies 11 
was regulated by the Penſionary Heinſius, who was 
firmly attached to Prince Eugene and the Duke of 
Marlborough, more averſe than ever to a pacifica- 
tion, The negociation laſted from the nineteenth 
day of March to the twenty-fifth of July, during 
which term the conferences were ſeveral times inter- 
rupted, and a great many diſpatches and new pro- 
poſals arrived from Verſailles. At length, the ple- 
nipotentiaries returned to France, after having ſent 
2 letter to the Penſionary, in which they declared, 
that the propoſals made by the deputies were unjuſt 
and impracticable; and complained of the unworthy 
treatment to which they had been expoſed. Lows 
xſolved to hazard another campaign, not without 
hope, that there might be ſome lucky incident in 
the events of war, and that the approaching revolu- 
tion in the Engliſh miniſtry, of which he was well 
appniſed, would be productive of a more reaſonable 
pacification. The States-General reſolved, That 
the enemy had departed from the foundation on 
which the negociation had begun, and ſtudied pre- 
tences to evade the execution of the capital points, 
the reſtitution of Spain and the Indies; and, in 
ſhort, that France no other view than to ſow 
and create jealouſy and diſunion among the Allies. 
Lord Townſhend, in a memorial, affured them, 
that the Queen entirely approved their reſolution, 
and all the ſteps they had taken in the courſe of the 
tegocration ; - and that ſhe was firmly reſolved to 
proſecute the war with all poſſible vigour, until the 
enemy ſhould accept ſuch terms of peace as might 
n Leue the tranquillity of the Chriſtian world. 

y \ XIV, The conferences did not retard the ope- 

g WH Pons of the campaign. Prince Eugene and the 
'0 Wl Puke of Marlborough ſet out from the on 
of Wl tt fifteenth day of March far Tournay, in order to 
l | 2 a ſſemble 
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B O 0 Kaſſemble the forces which were quartered on the 
I. Maeſe, in Flanders and Brabant. On the twen-. 
e tieth of April, they ſuddenly advanced to Pont- 


1710. 


a-Vendin, in order to attack the lines upon which 
the French had been at work all the winter, hoping 
by theſe to cover Douay and other frontier towns, 
which were threatened by the Confederates. The 
troops left for the defence of the lines retired without 
oppoſition. The Allies having. laid bridges over the 
fcarp, the Duke of Marlborough with his diviſion 
paſled the river, and encamped at Vitri. Prince 
Eugene remained on the other ſide, and inveſted 
Douay, the enemy retiring [towards Cambray, 
Mareſchal Villars ſtill commanded the French army, 
which was extremely numerous and well appointed, 
conſidering the diſtreſs of that kingdom. Indeed, 
the number was augmented: by this. diſtreſs; tor 
many thouſands ſaved themſelves from dying of 
hunger, by carrying arms in the ſervice. The 
Mareſchal having aſſembled all his forces, paſſed 
the Scheldt, and encamped at Boucham, declaring 
that he would give battle to the Confedetates: an 
alteration was immediately made in the diſpoſition 
af the Allies, and proper precautions taken for his 
reception. He advanced in order of battle; but 
having viewed the ſituation of the Confederates, he 
marched back to the Heights of St. Lawtence, where 
he fixed his camp. His aim was, by continual alarms, 
to interrupt the ſiege of Douay, which was vigorouſſy 
defended by a: numerous: gartifon; under the com- 
mand of Monſieur Albergotti, who made a number 
of ſurceſsful ſallies, in which the beſiegers loſt a great 
number: of men. They were likewiſe repulſed in 


ſeveral aſſaults: but ſtill ;roceeded with unremit- 
ted vigour, until the beſieged being reduted to the 


laſt extremity, were obliged: to capitdlate on the 
twenty- ſixth of June, fifty days after the trenches 


had been opened. The generals finding it imprac- 


ticable,to attack the enemy, who were poſted within 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong lines from Arras towards Miramont, reſolvedC HA p. 
to beſiege Bethune, which was inveſted on the fif. X. 
teenth day of July, and ſurrendered on the twenty- 1510. 
ninth of Auguſt. Villars marched out of his en- 
trenchments with a view to raiſe the ſiege; but he 
did not think proper to hazard an engagement: 
ſome warm ſkirmiſlies, however, happened between 
the foragers of the two armies. After the reduction 
of Bethune, the Allies beſieged at one time the towns 
of Aire and St. Venant, which were taken without 
much difficulty. Then the armies broke up, and 
marched into winter-quarters. ' 7 | 

XV. The campaign on the Rhine was produc- 

tive of no military event; nor was any thing of 
conſequence tranſacted in Piedmorit. The Duke 

of Savoy being indiſpoſed and out of humour, the 
command of the forces ſtill continued veſted in Count 
Thaun, who endeavoured to paſs the Alps, and pe- 
netrated into Dauphine : but the Duke of Berwick 

had caſt up entrenchments in the mountains, and 
taken ſuch precautions to guard them, as baffled all 

the attempts of the ' Imperial General. Spain was 
much more fruitful of military incidents. The horſe 

and dragoons in the army of King Charles, headed 

by General Stanhope, attacked the whole cavalry of 

the enemy at Almennara. Stanhope charged in 
perſon, and with his own hand flew General Ameſ- 

laga, who commanded the guards of Philip. The 
Spaniſn horſe were entirely ronted, together with nine 
battalions that eſcaped by favour- of the darkneſs; 

and the main body of the army retired with precipi- 

tation to Lerida. General Stafemberg purſued them 

to Saragoſſa, where he found therm drawn up in 

order of battle; and an engagement enſuing on the 
unth day of Auguſt, the enemy were totally de- 
feated; five thouſand of their men were killed, ſeven 
thouſand taken, together with all their artillery, and 
a great number of colours and ſtandards. King 


entered Saragoſſa in triumph, while _ 
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Bo O KWith the wreck of his army retreated to Madrid. 
I. Having ſent his Queen and ſon to Victoria, he re. 
\-—Y> tired to Valladolid, in order to collect his ſcattered 
MPS forces, ſo as to form another army. The | 
fortune of Charles was of ſhort duration. - Stanhope 
8 that he ſhould immediately ſecure Pampe- 
una, the only paſs by which the French King could 
ſend troops to Spain; but this ſalutary ſcheme was 
rejected. King Charles proceeded to Madrid, which 
was deſerted by all the grandees; and he had the 
mortification to ſee that the Caſtilians were univer. 

ſally attached to his competnor. 
C XVI. While his forces continued cantoned in 
the neigbourhood of Toledo, the King of France, 
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at the requeſt of Philip, ſent the duke de Vendome ch 
to take the command of the Spaniſh army, which * 
was at the ſame time reinforced by detachments of th 
French troops, Vendome's reputation was ſo high, th 
and his perſon ſo beloved by the ſoldiery, that his * 
preſence was almoſt equivalent to an army. A great to 
number of volunteers immediately aſſembled to ſig- hi 
nalize themſelves under the eye of this renowned be 
General. The Caſtilians were inſpired with freſh 8 
courage, and made ſurpriſing efforts in favour of St 
their Sovereign ; ſo that in leſs than three months * 
after his defeat at Saragoſſa, he was in a condition pie 
to go in queſt of his rival. Charles, on the other th 
hand, was totally neglected by the Courts of Vienna I 
and Great-Britain, which took no ſteps to ſupply his * 
wants, or enable him to proſecute the advantages he the 
had gained. In the beginning of November bis he] 
army marched back to Saragofla, and was cantoned of 
in the neighbourhood of Cifuentes, where Starem- hat 
berg eſtabliſhed his head-quarters. General Stan- ma 
hope, with the Britiſh forces, was quartered in the be 
little town of Brihuega, where, on the twenty-ſeventh wh 
day of the month, he found himſelf ſuddenly fur- put 
rounded by the whole Spaniſh army. As the place Bal 


was not tenable, -and he had yery little . 
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to capitulate, and ſurrender himſelf and all his forces 
priſoners of war to the amount of two thouſand 
men, including three Lieutenant- generals, one Ma- 
jor-general, one Brigadier, with all the Colonels 
and officers of the reſpective regiments. He was 
greatly cenſured for having allowed himſelf to be 
ſurpriſed ; for 1f he had 4 a guard upon the 
neighbouring hills, according to the advice of Ge- 


neral Carpenter, he might have received notice of. 


the enemy's approach time enough to retire to Cifu- 
entes. Thither he had detached his aide-du-camp, 
with an account of his ſituation, on the appearance 
of the Spaniſh army; and Staremberg immediately 
aſſembled his forces. About eleven in the forenoon 
they began to march towards Brihuega ; but the 
roads were ſo bad, that night overtook them before 
they reached the heights in the neighourhood of 
that place. Staremberg is ſaid to have loitered 
= is time unneceſſarily, from motives of envy 


to the Engliſh General, who had ſurrendered before. 


his arrival, The troops lay all night on their arms 
near Villa-vicioſa, and on the twenty-ninth were at- 
tacked by the enemy, who doubled their number. 
dtaremberg's left wing was utterly defeated, all the 
infantry that compoſed it having been either cut in 
pieces or taken : — the victors inſtead of following 
the blow began to plunder the baggage; and 
dtaremberg with his right wing fought their left with 
lurpnſing valour and perſeverance till might. Then 
they retired in diſorder, leaving him maſter. of the 
held of battle and of all their artillery. Six thouſand 
of the enemy were killed on the ſpot: but the Allies 
had ſuffered ſo ſeverely that the General could not 
maintain his ground. He ordered the cannon to 
be nailed up, and marched to Saragoſſa, from 


whence he retired to Catalonia. Thither he was 
purſued' by the Duke de Vendome, who reduced 
lalaguer, in which he had left a garriſon, and com- 


pelled 


he was obliged, after a ſhort but vigorous reſiſtance, c H A P. 
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B O O x pelled him to take ſhelter under the walls of Bar. 
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celona. At this period the Duke de Noailles inveſted 
Gironne, which he reduced notwithſtandipg the 
ſeverity: of the weather: ſo that Philip from a fugi- 
tive became in three months abſolute maſter of the 
whole Spaniſh monarchy; except the province of 
Catalonia, and even that lay open to his incurſions, 


Nothing of conſequence was atchieved on the ſide of 


Portugal, from whence. the Earl of Galway returned 
to England by the Queen's permiſſion. The ope- 
rations of the Britiſh fleet, during this ſummer, 
were ſo inconſiderable as ſcarce to deſerve notice. 
Sir John Norris commanded in the Mediterranean, 
and with a view to ſupport the Camiſars, who where 


in arms in the Cevennes, ſailed to Port Cette, within 


a league of Marſeilles, and at the diſtance of fifteen 
from the inſurgents. The place ſurrendered, with. 
out oppoſition, to about ſeven hundred men that 
landed under the command of Major-General Suiſſan, 
a native of Languedoc. He likewiſe made himſelf 
maſter of the town and caſtle of Ayde; but the Duke 
de Noailles advancing with a body of forces to join 
the Duke de Roquelaire, who commanded in thoſe 
parts, the Engliſh abandoned their conqueſts, and 
re-embarked with precipitation. After the battle 
of Pultowa the Czar of Muſcovy reduced all Livo- 
nia : but he and King Auguſtus agreed to a neu- 
trality for Pomerania. The King of Sweden cont!- 
nued at Bendor, and the Grand Signor intereſted 
himſelf ſo much in favour of that Prince, as to 
declare war againſt the Emperor of Nuſſia. Hoſtili- 
ties were carried on between the Swediſh and Damth 
fleets with various ſucceſs, The malcontents in 
Hungary ſuſtained repeated loſſes during the ſum- 
mer: but they were encouraged to maintain the 
war by the rupture between the Ottoman Porte and 
Ruſſia. They were flattered with hopes of auxih- 
ries from the Turks; and expected engineers and 


As the French Monarch, A XVII. 
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XVII. In England, the effects of thoſe intrigues c H Ap. 
which had been formed againſt the Whig Miniſters ., 
began to appear. The trial of Sacheverel had 710. 
excited a popular ſpirit of averſion to thofe who 
favoured the Diſſenters. From all parts of the king- 
dom addreſſes were preſented to the Queen, cen- 
ſuring all refiſtance as a rebellious doctrine, founded 
upon 'anti-moharchical and republican principles. 

At the ſame time counter-addrefſes were procured 
by the Whigs, extolling the- Revolution; and mag- 
nfying the conduct of the preſent Parliament, The 
Queen began to expreſs her attachment to the To- . 
nes, by mortifying the Duke of Marlborough. 1 
Upon the death of the Earl of Eſſex ſhe wrote to 
the General, deſiring that the regiment which had 
been commanded by that nobleman ſhould be given 
to Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Mafham, who had 
ſupplanted the Ducheſs of Marlborough in the 10 
— friendſhip, and was, in effect, the ſource of i 
is political revolution. The Duke repreſented to . 
her Majeſty, in perſon, the prejudice that would 
redound to the ſervice from the promotion of ſuch 
4 young officer over the heads of a great many brave 
men, who had exhibited repeated proofs of valour 
and capacity. He expoſtulated with his Sovereign 
on this extraordinary mark of partial regard to the 
brother of Mrs. Maſham, which he'copld not help 
conſidering - as a declaration againft himſelf and his 
family, who had ſo much cauſe to complain of that 
lady's malice and ingratitude. To this remon- 
trance the Queen made no other reply, but that he 
would do well to confult his friends. The Earl of 
Godolphin enforced his - friend's arguments, though 
without effect; and the Duke retired in difguſt to 
Windſor. The Queen appeared at council without 
taking the leaſt notice of his abſence, which did not 
fil to alarm the whole Whig faction. Several no- 
blemen ventured to ſpeak to her Majeſty on the ſub- 
Ct, and explain the bad conſequences of diſobliging 
a man 
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I. 
e in her memory; and that ſhe retained all her former 


nation. She told them his ſervices: were . ſtil} freh 


kindneſs for his perſon, Hearing, however, that a 
popular clamour was raiſed, and that the Houſe vf 
Commons intended to paſs ſome votes that would be 
diſagreeable to her and her new counſellors, ſhe or. 
dered the Earl of Godolphin to write to the Duke, to 


diſpoſe of the regiment as he ſhould think proper, 


and return to town immediately. Before he re: 
ceived this intimation he had ſent a letter te the 
Queen, deſiring ſhe would permit him to retire from 
buſineſs. In anſwer to this 2 ſhe aſſured him 
his ſuſpicions were groundleſs, and inſiſted upon his 
coming to council. The Ducheſs demanded an 
audience of her Majeſty, on pretence of vindicating 
her own character from ſome aſperſions. She. hoped 
to work upon the Queen's tenderneſs, and retrieve 
the influence ſhe had loſt. She proteſted, argued, 
wept, and ſupplicated: but the wen was too well 
pleaſed with her own deliverance from the tyranny of 
the other's friendſhip, to incur ſuch flavery for the 
future. All the humiliation of the Ducheſs ſerved 


only to render herſelf the more contemptible. The 


Queen heard her without exhibiting the leaſt ſign of 
emotion, and all ſhe would vouchſafe, was a repe- 
tition of theſe words, © You defired no anſwer, and 
you ſhall have none :” alluding to an, expreſſion 
in a letter ſhe had received from the Ducheſs. As 
an additional mortification to the miniſtry, the office 
of Lord Chamberlain was transferred from the Duke 
of Kent to the Duke of Shrewſbury, who had lately 
voted with the Tories, and maintained an intunacy 
of correſpondence with Mr. Harley. The intereſt 
of the Duke of Marlborough was not even ſufficient 
to prevent the diſmiſſion of his own ſon-in-law, the 
Earl of Sunderland, from the poſt of Secretary of 
State, in which he was ſucceeded by Lord Dart- 
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XVIII. The Queen was generally applaudedc H a p. 


for thus aſſerting her juſt prerogative, and ſetting 


herſelf free from an arbitrary cabal, by which ſhe 171. 


had been ſo long kept in dependence. The Duke 
of Beaufort went to Court on this occafion, and told 
her Majeſty he was extremely glad that he could 
now ſalute her Queen in reality. The whole Whi 
party were juſtly alarmed at theſe alterations. The 
directors of the Bank repreſented to her Majeſty the 
prejudice that would undoubtedly accrue to publick 
credit from a change of the miniſtry. The Empe- 
ror and the States-General interpoſed in this domeſ- 
tick Revolution. Their miniſters at London pre- 
ſented memorials, explaining in what manner 
foreign affairs would be influenced by an alteration 
in the Britiſh miniſtry. The 8 aſſured them, 
that, whatever changes might be made, the Duke 
of Marlborough ſhould be continued in his employ- 
ments. In the month of Auguſt the Earl of Godol- 
plin was diveſted of his office, and the Treaſury 
put in commiſſion, ſubjeaed to the direction of 
Harley, appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and Under-treaſurer. The Earl of Rocheſter was 
declared Preſident of the council, in the room of 
Lord Somers: the ſtaff of Lord Steward being taken 
from the Duke of Devonſhire, was given to the 
Duke of Buckingham; and Mr. Boyle was removed 
om the Secretary's office, to make way for Mr. 
Henry St. John. The Lord Chancellor having re- 
lgned the great ſeal, it was firſt put in commiſſion, 
ad afterwards given to Sir Simon Harcourt. The 
Earl of Wharton ſurrendered his commiſſion of Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, which the 2 conferred 
on the Duke of Ormond. The Earl of Orford 
withdrew himſelf from the Board of Admiralty; and 
Mr. * Granville was appointed Secretary of 
War, in the room of Mr. Robert Walpole. The 
command of the forces in Portugal was beſtowed 
Won the Earl of Portmore: the e of Hamil- 
VOL, IL, O ton 
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8 O O kton was appointed Lord-Lieutenant of the county. 
1. palatine of Lancaſter. In a word, there was not 
one Whig left in any office of ſtate, except the 
Duke of Koartborouet, who would have renounced 
his command, had he not been earneſtly diſſuaded 
by his particular friends from taking ſuch a ſtep ag 
might have been prejudicial to the intereſt of the 
nation. That the triumph of the Tories might be 
complete, the Queen diffolyed the Whig Parlia- 
ment, after ſuch precautions were taken as could not 
fail to influence the new election in favour of the 
other party. 

XIX. To this end nothing ſo effectually con- 
tributed as did the trial of Sacheverel, who was 
uſed as an inſtrument and tool to wind and turn the 
paſſions of the vulgar. Having been preſented to a 
benefice in North Wales, he went in proceſſion to 
that country, with all the pomp and magnificence 
of a ſovereign prince. He was ſumptuouſly enter- 
tained by the Univerſity of Oxford, and different 

noblemen, who, while they worſhipped him as the 
idol of their faction, could not help deſpiſing the 
object of their adoration. He was received in ſeve- 
ral towns by the magiſtrates of the corporation in 
their formalities, and often attended by a body of a 
thoufand horſe. At Bridgenorth he was met by 
Mr. Creſwell, at the head of four thouſand hor, 
and the like number of perſons on foot, wearing 
white knots edged with gold, and three leaves ol 
gilt laurel in their hats. The hedges were for two 
miles drefled with garlands of flowers, and lined 
with people; and the fieeples covered with ftream- 
ers, flags, and colours. Nothing was heard but the 
cry of The Church and Dr. Sacheverel.” The 
were actuated by a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm, 
which ſeemed to-ſpread like a contagion through al 
ranks and degrees of people, and had ſuch effect 
upon the elections for a new Parliament, that = 
few were returned as members but ſuch as had di- 


tinguiſhed 
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unguiſned themſelves by their zeal againſt the Whigc HAP. 


aaminiſtration. Now the Queen had the pleaſure 


X. 


to ſee all the offices of ſtate, the lieutenancy of Lon- 171. 


don, the management of corporations, and the di- 
rection of both Houſes of Parliament in the hands 
of the Tories. - When theſe met on the twenty-fifth 
day of November, Mr. Bromley was choſen —_ 
without oppoſition. The Queen, in her ſpeech, 
recommended the proſecution of the war with vi- 
gour, eſpecially in Spain. She declared herſelf 


relolved to ſupport the Church of England; to pre- 


ſerve the Britiſh conſtitution according to the union; 
to maintain the indulgence by law allowed to ſcru- 
pulous conſciences ; and to employ none but ſuch 
13 were heartily attached to the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 


addreſs, promiſed to concur in all reaſonable mea- 
ſures towards procuring an honourable peace. The 
Commons were more warm and hearty in their aſſu- 
rances, exhorting her - Majeſty to diſcountenance 
al fuch principles and meafures as had lately threat- 
ened her Royal croun and dignity; meaſures, which 
whenever they-might prevail, would prove fatal to 
the whole conſtitution, both in Church and State. 
After this declaration they proceeded to conſider 
the-eſtimates, and cheerfully granted the ſupplies for 
the enſuing year, part of which was raiſed by two 
lotteries.” In the Houſe of Peers, the Earl of Scar- 
borough moved that the thanks of the Houſe ſhould 
be returned to the Duke of Marlborough ; but the 
Duke of Argyle made ſome objections to the mo- 
non, and the General's friends, dreading the con- 
lequence of putting the queſtion, poſtponed the 
confideration of this propoſal until the Duke ſhould 
return from the continent. The Earl of Peterbo- 
tough was appointed Ambaſtador Extraordinary to 
ine Imperial court: the Earl of Rivers was ſent in 
the fame quality to Hanover : Mr. Richard Hill 
vas nominated Envoy Extraordinary to the United 
| 0 2 Provinces, 


ſion in the Houfe of Hanover. The Lords in their 
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B O O KProvinces, as well as to the council of State ap- 
II. pointed for the government of the Spaniſh Nether. 
1710. lands, in the room of Lieutenant-General Cadogan. 
Meredith, Macartney, and Honeywood, were de- 
rived of their regiments, becauſe in their cups 
they had drank confuſion to the enemies of the 
Duke of Marlborough. 
$ XX. This nobleman arrived in England to- 
wards the latter end of December. He conferred 
about half an hour in private with the Queen, and 
next morning aſſiſted at a committee of the privy- 
council. Her Majeſty gave him to underſtand, that 
he needed not to expect the thanks of the Parliament 
as formerly: and told him ſhe hoped he would live ö 
well with her miniſters. He expreſſed no reſent- y 
ment at the alterations which had been made ; but . 
reſolved to acquieſce in the Queen's pleaſure, and 
retain the command of the army on her own-terms. 
On the ſecond day of January, the Queen ſent a 
meſſage to both Houſes, intimating that there had 
been an action in Spain to the diſadvantage of King 
Charles : that the damage having fallen particularly 
on the Engliſh forces, the had given directions for 
ſending and procuring troops to repair the loſs, and 
hoped the Parliament would approve her condudt. 
Both Houſes ſeized this opportunity of venting ther 
ſpleen againſt the old miniſtry. The Hiſtory of Eng- 
land is diſgraced by the violent conduct of two tur- 
bulent factions which, in their turn, engroſſed the 
adminiſtration, and legiſlative power. The Parlia- 
mentary ſtrain was quite altered. One can hardly 
conceive how reſolutions ſo widely different could 
be taken on the ſame ſubject, with any ſhadow of 
reaſon and decorum. Marlborough, who but a fen 
months before had been ſo highly extelled and ca- 
refſed by the repreſentatives of the people, was nov 
become the object of parliamen — and cen- 
ſure, though no ſenſible alteration had happened in 
his conduct or ſucceſs. That hero, who had fe- 


trieved 
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pattles, ſubdued ſuch a number of towns and diſ- 
tricts, humbled the pride and checked the ambition 
of France, ſecured the liberty of Europe, and, as it 
were, Chained victory to his chariot wheels, was in a 
ſew weeks dwindled into an object of contempt and 
deriſion. He was ridiculed in publick libels, and 
reviled in private converſation. Inſtances were every 
where repeated of his fraud, avarice, and extortion; 
his inſolence, cruelty, ambition, and miſconduct : 
even his courage was called in queſtion ; and this 
conſummate General was repreſented as the loweſt 


193 
trieved the glory of the Britiſh arms, won ſo many HA. 
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1710. 


of mankind. So unſtable is the popularity of every 


character that fluQuates between two oppoſite tides 
of faction, 

XXI. The Lords, in their anſwer to the Queen's 
meſſage, declared, that as the misfortune in Spain 
might have been occaſioned by ſome preceding miſ- 
management, they would uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours to diſcover it, ſo as to prevent the like for the 
future, They ſet on foot an inquiry concerning 
the affairs of Spain; and the Earl of Peterborough 
being examined before the committee, imputed all 
the miſcarriages in the courſe of that war to the Earl 
of Galway and General Stanhope. Notwithſtanding 
the defence of Galway, which was clear and con- 
vincing, the Houſe refolved, That the Earl of Pe- 
terborough had given a faithful and honourable ac- 
count of the councils of war in Valencia; That the 
Earl of Galway, Lord Tyrawley, and General Stan- 
hope, in adviſing an offenſive war, had been the 
unhappy occaſion of the battle at Almanza, the 
ſource of our misfortunes in Spain, and one great 
cauſe of the diſappointment of the expedition to 
Toulon, concerted with her Majeſty. ey voted 
that the proſecution of an offenſive war in Spain 
vas approved and directed by the Miniſters, who 
were, therefore, juſtly blameable, as having contri« 
uted to all our misfortunes in Spain, to the 
| diſappoint- 
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B OO k diſappointment of the expedition againit Toulon: 


L. 


1710. 


That the Earl of Peterborough, during his command 


in Spain, had performed many great and eminent 


ſervices; and, if his opinion had been followed, it 
might have prevented the misfortunes that enſued. 
Then the Duke of Buckingham moved, That the 
thanks of the Houſe ſhould be: given to the Ear], 
for his remarkable and eminent ſervices ; and theſe 
he actually received from the mouth of the Lord. 
Keeper Harcourt, who took this opportunity to drop 
ſome oblique reflections upon the mercenary diſpoſi- 
tion of the Duke of Marlborough. The Houle, 
proceeding in the inquiry, paſſed another vote, im- 
porting, that the late miniſtry had been negligent 
in managing the Spaniſh war, to the great prejudice 
of the nation. Finding that the Portuguele troops 
were poſted on the right of the Englith at the battle 
of Almanza, they reſolved, That - the Earl of Gal- 
way, in yielding this point, had acted. contrary to 
the honour of the Imperial Crown of Great-Britain. 
Theſe reſolutions they included in an addreſs to the 
Queen, who had been preſent during, the debates, 
which were extremely violent; and to every ſeparate 
vote was attached a ſevere proteſt. Theſe were 
not the proceedings of candour and national juſtice, 


but the ebullitions of party zeal and rancorous ani 


moſity. B | 
- $ XXII. While the Lords were employed in this 
inquiry, the Commons examined certain abuſes 
which had crept into the management of the navy; 
and ſome cenſures were paſſed upon certain perſons 
concerned in contracts for victualling the ſeamen. 
The inhabitants of St. Olave's and other pariſhes 
preſented a petition, complaining that a great num- 
ber of Palatines, inhabiting one houſe, might pro- 
duce among them a contagious diſtemper ; and in 
time become a charge to the publick, as they welt 


deſtitute of all viſible means of ſubſiſtence. This 


petition had been procured by the Tories, 25 the 
6 | 1 ouſe 


A N N K. 


Houſe of Commons might have another handle for c HAP. 


attacking the late Miniſtry. A committee was ap- 


pointed to Inquire upon what invitation or encou- 1. 


ragement thoſe Palatines had come to England. 
The papers relating to this affair being laid before 
them by»+the Queen's order, and peruſed, the Houſe 
reſolved, That the inviting and bringing over the 
poor Palatines of all religions, at the publick ex- 
pence, was an extravagant and unreatonable charge 
to the kingdom, and a ſcandalous milapplication of 
the publick money, tending to the increaſe and op- 
preſſion of the poor, and of dangerous conſequence 
to the conſtitution in Church and State; and, That 
whoever adviſed. their being brought over was an 
enemy to the Queen and kingdom. Animated by 
the heat of this inquiry, they paſſed the bill to re- 
peal the act for a general naturalization of all Pro- 
teſtants : but this was rejected in the Houſe of Lords. 
Another bill was enacted into a law, importing, 
That no perſon ſhould be deemed qualitied for re- 
preſenting a county in Parliament, unleſs Ire poſſeſſed 
an eſtate of fix hundred pounds a- year; and reſtrict- 
ing the qualification of burgeſs to half that ſum. 
The deſign of this bill was to exclude trading people 
irom the Houſe of Commons, and to lodge the legiſ- 
lative power with the land-holders. A third act 
pafled, permitting the importation of French wine 
in neutral bottoms : a bill againſt which the Whigs 
loudly exclaimed, as a national evil, and a ſcandalous 

compliment to the enemy. | | 
XXIII. A violent party in the Houſe of Com- 
mons began to look upon Harley as a lukewarm 
Tory, becauſe he would not enter precipitately into 
al their factious meaſures: they even began to 
lulpe& his principles, when his credit was re- 
eltablihed by a very ſingular accident. Guiſcard, 
the French partiſan, of whom mention hath already 
been made, thought himſelf very ill rewarded for 
his ſervices, with a precarious penſion of four hun- 
dred. 
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B o © xdred pounds, which he enjoyed from the Queen's 
1. bounty. He had been renounced by St. John, the 
>" former compamon of his pleaſures : he had in vain 


endeavoured to obtain an audience of the Queen, 
with a view to demand more conſiderable appoint- 
ments. Harley was his enemy, and all acceſs to her 
Majeſty was denied. Enraged at theſe diſappoint- 
ments, he attempted to make his peace with the 
Court of France, and offered his ſervices, in a letter 
to one Moreau, a banker in Paris. This packet, 
which he endeavoured to tranſmit by the way of Por. 
tugal, was intercepted, and a warrant iſſued out to 
apprehend him for high-treaſon. When the meſ- 
ſenger diſarmed him in St. James's Park, he exhi- 
bited marks of guilty confuſion and deſpair, and 
begged that he would kill him directly. Being con- 
veyed to the cockpit, in a fort of phrenzy, he per- 
ceived a penknife lying upon a table, and took it up 
without being perceived by the attendants. A com- 
mittee of council was immediately ſummoned, and 
Guiſcard brought before them to be examined. 
Finding that his correſpondence with Moreau was 
diſcovered, he deſired to ſpeak in private with Se- 
cretary St. John, whom, in all probability, he had 
reſolved to aſſaſſinate. His requeſt being refuſed, 
he ſaid, That's hard! not one word !” St. John 
being out of his reach, he ſtepped up to Mr. Harley, 
and exclaiming, Have at thee, then!“ ſtabbed 
him in the breaſt with the penknife which he had 
concealed. The inſtrument broke upon the bone, 
without penetrating into the cavity: nevertheleſs, he 
repeated the blow with ſuch force, that the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchepuer fell to the ground. Secretary 
St. John, ſeeing him fall, cried out, The villain 
cc has killed Mr. Harley!“ and drew his ſword. 
Several other members followed his example, and 
wounded Guiſcard in ſeveral places. Yet he made 
a deſperate defence, until he was overpowered by the 
meſſengers and ſervants, - and conveyed from = 

: counch- 


PLE” 3 


council-chamber, which he had filled with terror, c H AP. 


tumult, and confuſion. His wounds, though dan- &. 
gerous, were not mortal: but he died of a gangrene 1510. 
occafioned by the bruiſes he had ſuſtained. This 
attempt upon the life of Harley, by a perſon who 
wanted to eſtabliſh a traitorous correſpondence with 
France, extinguiſhed the ſuſpicions of thoſe who be- 
to doubt that miniſter's integrity. The two 

Flouſes of Parliament, in an addreſs to the Queen, 
declared their belief, that Mr. Harley's fidehty to 
her Majeſty, and zeal for her ſervice, had drawn 
upon him the hatred of all the abettors of Popery 
and faction. They beſought her Majeſty to take all Burnet. 
poſſible care of her ſacred perſon ; and, for that pur- Gaerne, 
poſe, to give directions for cauſing Papiſts to be re- Tram 
moved from the cities of London and Weſtminſter, Burchet. 
A proclamation was publiſhed, ordering the laws to ff. Ble 
be ſtrictly put in execution againſt Papiſts. When M+rlbo- 
Harley appeared in the Houſe of Commons after . lig. 
his recovery, he was congratulated upon it by the Conduct 
Speaker, in a florid and fulſome premeditated ſpeech. e the Pu- 
An act was paſſed, decreeing, That an attempt upon — 
the life of a Privy-counſellor ſhould be felony with- rough. 
out benefit of clergy. The Earl of Rocheſter dying, Ti 
Harley became ſole miniſter, was created Baron of he Admi- 
Wigmore, and raiſed to the rank of Earl, by the _ ; 
noble and ancient title of Oxford and Mortimer: 
to crown his proſperity, he was appointed Lord- 
Treaſurer, — 7 veſted with the ſupreme adminiſtra- 
non of affairs. 

XXIV. The Commons empowered certain per- An. 1712. 
ſons to examine all the grants made by King Wil- 
lam, and report the value of them, as well as the 
conſiderations upon which they were made. Upon 
their report a bill was formed and paſſed that Houſe ; 
but the Lords rejected it at the firſt reading. Their 
next ſtep was to examine the publick accounts, with 
New to fix an imputation on the Earl of Godol- 
Pain, They voted, That above five-and-thirty mil- 
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B © O Klions of the money granted by Parliament remained 


unaccounted for. This ſum, however, included 
ſome accounts in the reigns of King Charles and 
King William. One half of the whole was charged 
to Mr. Bridges, the paymaſter, who had actually ac- 
counted for all the money he had received, except 
about three millions, though theſe accounts had not 
paſſed through the Auditor's office. The Commons 
afterwards proceeded to inquire into the debts of 
the Navy, that exceeded five millions, which, with 
many other debts, were thrown into one ſtock, 
amounting to nine millions four hundred and 
ſeventy-one thouſand three hundred and twenty-five 
pounds. A fund was formed for paying an intereſt 
or annuity of ſix per cent. until the principal thould 


be diſcharged ; and with this was granted a monopoly 


of a projected trade in the South Sea, veſted in the 
proprietors of Navy-bills, Debentures, and other 
publick ſecurities, which were incorporated for this 
urpoſe. Such was the origin of the South Sea 
— — upon a chimerical ſuppoſition, 
that the Engliſh would be permitted to trade upon 
the coaſt of Peru in the Weſt-Indies. Perhaps, the 
new miniſtry hoped to obtain this permiſſion, as an 
equivalent for their abandoning the intereſt of King 
Charles, with reſpect to his pretenſions upon Spain. 
By this time the Emperor Joſeph had died of the 
{mall-pox without male iſſue; fo that his brother's 
immediate aim was to ſucceed him on the Imperial 
throne. This event was, on the twentieth day of 
April, communicated by a meſſage from the Queen 
to both Houſes. She told them, that the States- 
General had concurred with her in a reſolution to 
ſupport the Houſe of Auſtria; and that they had 
already taken ſuch meaſures as would ſecure the elec- 
tion of Charles as head of the Empire. 
$ XXV. The Houſe of Commons, in order to 
demonſtrate their attachment to the Church, in con- 


ſequence of an addreſs from the Lower Houle 0 
Convo- 


IP” 
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Convocation, and a quickening meſſage from theC H AP. i 14 ON 
Queen, paſſed a bill for building fifty new churches _*- Le, 
in the ſuburbs of London and Weſtminſter, and ap- 1511. [C08 
propriated for this purpoſe the duty upon coals, ah 
which had been granted for the building of St. Paul's, by 
now tiniſhed. This impoſition was continued until +6 
it ſhould raiſe the ſum of three hundred and fifty We 
thouſand pounds. At the cloſe of the ſeſſion, the 6 67 
Commons preſented a remonſtrance or repreſenta- 10 
tion to the Queen, in which they told her, that they 

had not only raiſed the neceſſary ſupplies, but alſo 

diſcharged the heavy debts of which the nation had 

ſo long and Jaftly complained. They ſaid, that, in . 
tracing the cauſes of this debt, they had diſcovered 1 
fraud, embezzlement, and miſapplication of the 1 0 
publick money: that they who of late years had the #1 
management of the Treaſury were guilty of noto- 1 
nous breach of truſt and injuſtice to the nation, in 
allowing above thirty millions to remain unac- 
counted for; a purpoſed omiſſion that looked like 
a deſign to conceal embezzlements. They begged 
her Majeſty would give immediate directions for 
compelling the ſeveral Impreſt Accountants ſpeedily 
to paſs their accounts. They expreſſed their hope, 
that ſuch of the accountants as had neglected their 
duty in proſecuting their accounts, ought no longer 
to be entruſted with the publick money. They af- 
irmed, that from all theſe evil practices, and worſe 
deſigns of ſome perſons, who had, by falſe profeſ- 
ions of love to their country, inſinuated themſelves 
into her royal favour, irreparable miſchief would 
have accrued to the publick, had not her Majeſty, in 
her great wiſdom, ſeaſonably diſcovered the fatal 
tendency of ſuch meaſures, and removed from the 
adminiſtration thoſe who had ſo ill anſwered her Ma- 
elty's favourable opinion, and in ſo many inſtances 
golsly abuſed the truſt repoſed in them. They ob- 
lerved that her people could with greater patience 
axe fuffered the manifold injuries done to them- 
ſelves, 
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B © o Kſelves, by the frauds and depredations of ſuch evil 


I. 


Wold» 


miniſters, had not the ſame men proceeded to treat 
her ſacred perſon with undutifulneſs and diſregard, 
This e being circulated through the 
kingdom, produced the deſired effect of inflaming 
the minds of the people againſt the late miniftry, 
Such expedients were become neceſſary for the exe- 
cution of Oxford's project, which was to put a ſpeedy 
end to a war that had already ſubjected the people 
to grievous oppreſſion, and even accumulated heavy 
burthens to be tranſmitted to their poſterity. The 
nation was inſpired by extravagant ideas of glory 
and conqueſt, even to a rage of war-making ; ſo 
that the new miniſters, in order to diſpel thoſe dan- 
gerous chimeras, were obliged to take meaſures for 
exciting their indignation and contempt againſt thoſe 
_ whom they had formerly idoliſed as their 

eroes and patriots. On the twelfth day of June, 
the Queen, having given the Royal aſſent to ſeveral 
publick and private bills, made an affectionate ſpeech 
to both Houſes. She thanked the Commons, in 
the warmeſt expreſſions, for having complied with 
all her deſires; for having baffled the expectations 
of her enemies in finding ſupplies for the ſervice of 
the enſuing year ; in having granted greater ſums than 
were ever given to any Prince in one ſeſſion; and in 
having ſettled funds for the payment of the publick 
debts, ſo that the credit of the nation was reſtored, 
She expreſſed her earneſt concern for the ſucceſſion 


of the Houſe of Hanover; and her fixed reſolu- 


tion to ſupport and encourage the Church of Eng- 
land as by law eſtabliſhed. Then the Parliament 
was prorogued, 

$ XXVI. Of the Convocation which was aſſem- 
bled with the new Parliament, the Lower Houſe 
choſe Dr. Atterbury, their Prolocutor. He was an 
enterpriſing eccleſiaſtick, of extenſive learning, Acute 
talents, violently attached to Tory principles, and 


intimately connected with the Prime Miniſter, _ 
ord ; 


ANNE 205 


ford ; ſo that he directed all the proceedings in thec HA P. 
Lower Houſe of Convocation, in concert with that X. 
miniſter. The Queen, in a letter to the Archbiſhop, 1711. 
ſignified her hope, that the conſultations of the 

clergy might be of uſe to repreſs the attempts of 

looſe and prophane perſons. She ſent a licence under 

the Broad Seal, empowering them to fit and do bu- 

fineſs in as ample a manner as ever had been granted 

fince the reformation. They were ordered to lay 
before the Queen an account of the exceſſive growth 

of infidelity and hereſy, as well as of other abuſes, 

that neceſſary meaſures might be taken for a refor- 
mation. The Biſhops were purpoſely ſlighted and 
overlooked, becauſe they had lived in harmony with 

the late miniſters. A committee being appointed 

to draw up a repreſentation of the preſent ſtate of 

the Church and Religion, Atterbury undertook the 

talk, and compoſed a remonſtrance that contained 

the moſt keen and ſevere ſtrictures upon the Admi- 
nitration, as it had been exerciſed ſince the time of 

the Revolution. Another was penned by the Biſhops 

in more moderate terms; and ſeveral regulations 

were made, but in none of theſe did the two Houſes 

agree, They concurred, however, in cenſuring ſome 

tenets favouring Arianiſm, broached and ſupported 

by Mr. Whiſton, Mathematical Profeſſor in Cam- 
bridge. He had been expelled the univerſity, and 

wrote a vindication of himſelf, dedicated to the Con- 
vocation, The Archbiſhop doubted whether this 
alembly could proceed againſt a man for hereſy : 

the Judges were conſulted, and the majority of them 

gare in their opinion, that the Convocation had a 
Jnidiction, Four of them profeſſed the contrary 
ſentiment, which they maintained from the ſtatutes 

made at the Reformation. The Queen, in a letter 

to the Biſhops, ſaid, that as there was now no doubt 

of their juriſdiction, ſhe expected they would pro- 
ee in the matter before them. Freſh ſcruples 

| ailing, they determined to examine the book, with- 
1 out 
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ſured accordingly. An extract of the ſentence waz 
ſent to the Queen; but ſhe did not ſignify her ple. 
ſure on this ſubject, and the affair remained in 
ſuſpence. Whiſton publiſhed a work in four volumes, 
juſtifying his doctrine, and maintaining that the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions were not only canonical, 
but alſo preferable in point of authority to the Epililes 

and the Goſpel. | 
XXVII. The new miniſtry had not yet deter. 
mined to ſuperſede the Duke of Marlborough in the 
command of the army. This was a ſtep which could 
not be taken without giving umbrage to the Dutch 
and other Allies. He, therefore, ſet out for Holland 
in the month of February, after the Queen had afjured 
him, that he might depend upon the punctual pay- 
ment of the forces. Having conferred with the De- 
uties of the States about the operations of the cam- 
paign, he, about the middle of April, aſſembled the 
army at Orchies, between Liſle and Douay; while 
Mareſchal de Villars drew together the French troops 
in the neighbourhood of Cambray and Arras. Louis 
had by this time depopulated as well as impove- 
riſhed his kingdom; yet his ſubjects ſtill flocked to 
his ſtandard with ſurpriſing ſpirit and attachment. 
Under the preflure of extreme miſery they uttered 
not one complaint of their Sovereign, but imputed 
all their calamities to the pride and obſtinacy of the 
Allies. Excluſive of all the other impoſitions that 
were laid upon that people, they conſented to pay 
the tenth penny of their whole ſubſtance : but all 
their efforts of loyalty and affection to their Prince 
would have been ineffectual, had not the merchants 
of the kingdom, by the permiſſion of Philip, under- 
taken repeated voyages to the South Sea, from 
whence they brought home immenſe treaſures; while 
the Allies took no fieps for intercepting thele fup- 
yp though nothing could have been more caly 
or _ Engliſh than to deprive the enemy ot mn 
grea 


guard. 


great reſource, and convert it to their own advan- HAP. 
tage. Had a ſquadron of ſhips been annually em- K. 
ployed for this purpoſe, the ſubjects of France a 
Spain muſt have been literally ſtarved, and Louis 
obliged to ſubmit to ſuch terms as the Confederates 
miglit have thought proper to impoſe. Villars had 
found means to aſſemble a very numerous army, 
with which he encamped behind the river Sanſet, in 
ſuch an advantageous poſt as could not be attacked 
with any proſpect of ſucceſs, Meanwhile the Duke 
of Marlborough paſſed the ſcarp, and formed his 
camp between Douay and Bouchain, where he was 
joined by Prince Eugene on the twenty-third day of 
May. This General, however, -did not long remain 
ia the Netherlands. Underſtanding that detach- 
ments had. been made from the army of Villars to 
the Rhine, and that the Elector of Bavaria intended 
to act in the Empire, the Prince, by order from the 
Court of Vienna, marched towards the Upper Rhine 
with the Imperial and Palatine troops, to ſecure 
Germany. The Duke of Marlborough repaſling the. 
(carp, encamped in the plains of Lens, from whence 
he advanced towards Aire, as if he had intended to 
attack the French lines in that quarter. Theſe lines 
beginning at Bouchain on the Schelde, were conti- 
nued along the Sanſet and the ſcarp to Arras, and 
thence along the upper ſcarp to Canche. They 
were defended by redoubts and other works, in ſuch 
a manner, that Villars judged they were impreg- 
nable, and called them the Ne plus ultra of Marl- 
borough. | 

\ XXVIIT. This nobleman advancing within two 
leagues of the French lines, ordered a great number 
of aſcines to be made, declaring he would attack 
them the next morning ; ſo that Villars drew all his 
forces on that ſide, in full expectation of an engage- 
ment, 'The Duke, on the ſuppoſition that the paſ- 
lage of the Sanſet by Arleux would be left un- 
guarded, had ordered the Generals Cadogan and 

Hompeſch 
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Bo O K Hompeſch to afſemble twenty battalions and ſeven- p 


teen ſquadrons from Douay and the neighbouring W 
1711. garriſons, to march to Arleux, where they ſhould c( 
endeavour to paſs the Sanſet. Brigadier Sutton was er 
detached with the artillery and pontoons, to lay fa 
bridges over the canal near Goulezen, and over the tu 


ſcarp at Vitry, while the Duke, with the whole m 
confederate army began his march for the ſame 
lace about nine in the evening. He proceeded 
with ſuch expedition, that by five in the morning he 
paſſed the river at Vitry. There he received intel. 
ligence, that Hompeſch had taken — of the 
paſſes on the Sanſet and Schelde without oppoſition, 
the enemy having withdrawn their detachments from 
that fide, juſt as he had imagined. He himſelf, 
with his vanguard of fifty ſquadrons, haſtened his 
march towards Arleux, and before eight of the clock 
arrived at Baca-Bachuel, where in two hours he was 
Joined by the heads of the columns into which he 
had divided his infantry. Villars being certified of 
his intention, about two in the morning, decamped 
with his whole army, and putting himſelf at the 
head of the King's houſehold troops, marched all 
night with ſuch expedition, that about eleven in the 
forenoon he was in ſight of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who had by this time joined Count Hon: 
peſch. The French General immediately retreated 
to the main body of his army, which had advanced 
to the high road between Arras and Cambray, while 
the Allies encamped upon the Schelde, between Ois 
and Eſtrun, after a march of ten leagues without 
halting, ſcarce to be paralleled in hiſtory. By this 
plan, ſo happily executed, the Duke of Marlborough 
fairly outwitted Villars, and, without the loſs of one 
man, entered the lines which he had pronounced 
impregnable. This ſtroke of the Enghſh General 
was extolled as a maſter- piece of military ſkill, while 
Villars was expoſed to the ridicule even of his own 


officers. The Field-Deputies of the States-General 
propoſed 
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propoſed that he ſhould give battle to the enemy, c HAP. 


who paſſed the Schelde at Crevecceur, in order to 
cover Bouchain : but the Duke would not hazard an 
engagement, conſidering how much the army was 
fatigued by the long march ; and that any misfor- 
tune, while they continued within the French lines, 
might be fatal. His intention was to beſiege 
Bouchain ; an enterprize that was deemed imprac- 


ticable, inaſmuch as the place was ſituated in a mo- 


ras, ſtrongly fortified, and defended by a numerous 
garriſon, in the neighbourhood of an army ſuperior 
in number to that of the Allies. Notwithſtanding 
theſe diſadvantages, and the diſſuaſions of his own 
friends, he reſolved to undertake the ſiege: and, in 
the mean time, diſpatched Brigadier Sutton to Eng- 
land, with an account of his having paſſed the French 
lines; which was not at all agreeable to his enemies. 
They had prognoſticated that nothing would be done 
during this campaign, and began to infinuate that 
the Duke could firike no ſtroke of importance with- 
out the affiſtance of Prince Eugene. They now en- 
dearoured to leſſen the glory of his ſucceſs ; and 
eren taxed him with having removed his camp from 
2 convenient fituatien to a place where the troops 
vere in danger of ſtarving. Nothing could be more 
provoking than this ſcandalous malevolence to. a 
great man who had done ſo much honour to his 
country, and was then actually expoſing his life in 
her ſervice. A ö 
XXX. On the tenth day of Auguſt Bouchain 
vas inveſted, and the Duke of Marlborough exerted 
himſelf to the utmoſt extent of his vigilance and 
capacity, well knowing the difficulties of the under- 
g, and how much his reputation would depend 
upon his ſucceſs. Villars had taken every precau- 
uon that his ſkill and experience could ſuggeſt, to 
baffle the endeavours of & Engliſh General. He 
reinforced the garriſon to the number of ſix 
thouſand choſen men, commanded by officers of 
VOL, u. P known 
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B O © Kknown courage and ability. He made ſome efforts 


I. 


1711. 


to raiſe the ſiege; but they were rendered ineffec. 


tual by the conſummate prudence and activity of of 
the Duke of Marlborough. Then he laid a ſcheme 8 


for ſurprizing Douay, which likewiſe nuſcarried, If 
we conſider that the Bngliſh General, in the execu- th 
tion of his plan, was obliged to form lines, erect 


regular forts, raiſe batteries, throw bridges over a He 
river, make a cauſeway through a deep mor; anc 
provide for the ſecurity of convoys againſt a nume- for 
rous army on one fide, and the garriſons of Conde mi 
and Valenciennes on the other, we muſt allow thi; Wl &* 
was the boldeſt enterprize of the whole war: that it _ 
required all the fortitude, ſkill, and reſolution of a = 
great general, and all the valour and intrepidity af ro 
the confederate troops, who had ſcarce ever exhi- 2 
bited ſuch amazing proofs of courage upon any othe: _ 
occaſion as they now diſplayed at the ſiege of Bou- N f 
chain. In twenty days after the trenches were "; 
opened, the garriſon were obliged to ſurrender them- 15 K 
ſelves priſoners of war; and this conqueſt was the ray 
laſt military exploit performed by the Duke of Mar. Fa | 
borough : the breaches of Bouchain were no ſoonet Fn k 
repaired than the oppoſite armies began to ſeparate, 4 

and the allied forces were quartered in the frontier Tr 
towns, that they might be at hand to take the fl 26s 
early in the ſpring. They were now in poſſeſſion dt which 
the Maeſe, almoſt as far as the Sambre; of tit * ry 
Schelde from Tournay ; and of the Lys as far s l * 
is navigable. They had reduced Spaniſh Guelder- king 0 
land, Limburg, Brabant, Flanders, and the greatel by 
part of Hainault : they were maſters of the ſcay; WW. 
and, by the conqueſt of Bouchain, they had opened e 
to themſelves a way into the very bowels of France. Bl” 8 
All theſe acquiſitions were owing to the valour and rn a 
conduct of the Duke of Marlborough, who now fe. * 5 
turned to the Hague, and arrived in England about bl g 
the middle of November. | whe 


9 
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XX. The Queen had conferred the command c HA p. 
of her forces in Spain upon the Duke of Argyle, X. 
who was recalled from the ſervice in Flanders for =. 
that purpoſe. He had long been at variance with 
the Duke of Marlborough; a circumſtance which 
recommended him the more ſtrongly to the miniſtry. 


TY" "TIT 


He landed at Barcelona on the twenty-ninth of May, 
and found the Britiſh troops in the utmoſt diſtreſs 
for want of ſubſiſtence. The Treaſurer had pro- 
miſed to ſupply him Jberally ; the Commons had 
granted one million five hundred thouſand u_ 
for that ſervice. All their hopes of ſucceſs were 
fixed on the campaign in that kingdom; and in- 
deed the army commanded by the Duke de Ven- 
dome was in ſuch a wretched condition, that if Sta- 
remberg had been properly ſupported by the Allies, 
he might have obtained ſignal advantages. The 
Duke of Argyle, having waited in vain for the pro- 
miſed remittances, was obliged to borrow money on 
bis own credit, before the Britiſh troops could take 
the field. At length, Staremberg advanced towards 
the enemy, who attacked him at the paſs of Prato 
cel Rey, where they were repulſed with conſiderable 
damage. After this action the Duke of Argyle was 
lened with a violent fever, and conveyed back to 
Barcelona, Vendome inveſted the caſtle of Cardona, 
which was vigorouſly defended till the end of De- 
cember, when a detachment being ſent to the relief 
of the place, defeated the beſiegers, killed two thou- 
laad on the ſpot, and took all their artillery, ammu- 
non, and baggage. Staremberg was unable to 
follow the blow : the Duke of Argyle wrote preſſing 
letters to the miniſtry, and loudly complained that 
ne was altogether unſupported ; but all his remon- 
ances were ineffectual ; no remittances arrived; 
ind he returned to England without having been 
ble to attempt any thing of importance. In Sep- 
ember, King Charles, leaving his Queen at Barce- 
dn, let fail for Italy, and at Milan had an inter- 

| - view 


B O O Kview with the Duke of Savoy, where all diſputes 
I. were compromiſed. That Prince had forced his 
1711. way into Savoy, and penetrated as far as the Rhine: 
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but he ſuddenly halted in the middle of his career, 
and after a ſhort campaign repaſſed the mountains. 
Prince Eugene, at the head of the German forces, 
rotected the Electors at Frankfort from the de- 
Ko of the enemy, and Charles was unanimouſly 
choſen Emperor; the Electors of Cologn and Ba- 
varia having been excluded from voting, becauſe 
they lay under the ban of the Empire. The war 
between the Ottoman Porte and the Muſcovites 
was of ſhort duration. The Czar advanced fo far 
into Moldavia, that he was cut off from all ſupplies, 
and altogether in the power of his enemy. In this 
emergency, he found means to corrupt the Grand e 
Vizir in private, while in publick he propoſed arti- w 
cles of peace that were accepted. The King of 
Sweden, who was in the Turkiſh army, charged th 
the Vizir with treachery, and that miniſter was actu- rit 
ally diſgraced. The Grand Sigmor threatened to WE th 
renew the war; but he was appeaſed by the Czar's Ri 


ſurrendering Aſoph. nu 
XXXI. The Engliſh miniſtry had conceived WW as; 
great expectations from an expedition againſt Que- tin 


bec and Placentia, in North-America, planned by we; 
Colonel Nicholſon, who had taken poſſeſſion of of 
Nova-Scotia, and garriſoned Porte-Royal, to which W of 
he gave the name of Anapolis. He had brought WW er 
four Indian chiefs to England, and repreſented the W to 
advantages that would redound to the nation in ſent 
point of commerce, ſhould the French be expelled 
from North-America. The miniſters reliſhed the 
propoſal. A body of five thouſand men was em- 
barked in tranſports, under the command of Briga- 
dier Hill, brother to Mrs. Maſham ; and they failed 
from Plymouth in the beginning of May, with a 
ſtrong ſquadron of ſhips commanded by Sir Hoven- 
den Walker. At Boſton in New England, they 


were 
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were joined by two regiments of Provincials; and e HAP. 
about four thouſand men, conſiſting of American X. 
planters, Palatines, and Indians, rendezvouſed at 711. 
Albany, in order to march by land into Canada, 

while the fleet ſailed up the river of that name. On 

the twenty- firſt day of Auguſt, they were expoſed 

to a violent ſtorm, and driven among rocks, where 

eight tranſports periſhed, with about eight hundred 

men. The Admiral immediately ſailed back to 
Spaniſh-River Bay, where it was determined in a 
council of war, that as the fleet and forces were vic- 
tualled for ten weeks only, and they could not de- 

pend upon a ſupply of 2 from New Eng- 

land, they ſhould return home, without making any 
further attempt. Such was the iſſue of this paltry 
expedition, entruſted. to the direction of an officer 


without talents and experience. W | 


XXII. In the Iriſn Parliament held during 
the ſummer, the Duke of Ormond and the majo- 
nty of the Peers ſupported the Tory intereſt, while 
the Commons expreſſed the warmeſt attachment to 
Revolution principles. The two Houſes made ſtre- 
nuous repreſentations, and paſſed ſevere reſolutions 
againſt each other. After the ſeſſion, Sir Conſtan- 
e- tine Phipps, the Chancellor, and General Ingoldſby, 
07 Wl vere appointed Juſtices in the abſence of the Duke 
ot of Ormond, who returned to England in the month 
ch of November. In Scotland the Jacobites made no 
ht {cruple of profeſſing their principles and attachments 
he W to the Pretender. The Ducheſs of Gordon pre- 
in ſented the Faculty of Advocates with a filver medal, 
repreſenting the Chevalier de St, George ; and on 
he W the reverſe the Britiſh iſlands, with the motto 
m. Redditte.“ After ſome debate, it was voted by 
22 Wl masority of ſixty-three voices againſt twelve, that 
led the Ducheſs ſhould be thanked for this token of her 
1 3 Tegard, This taſk was performed by Dundaſs of 
en- Amiſtoun, who thanked her Grace for having pre- 
ney WF Ented them with a medal of their Sovereign Lord 
the 
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B ©O Kthe King;. hoping, and being confident, that her 


I, 


Grace would very ſoon have an opportunity to com. 


i pliment the Faculty with a ſecond medal, firuck 


upon the reſtoration of the King and Royal family, 
upon the finiſhing rebellion, uſurping tyranny, and 
whiggery. An account of this tranſaction being 
laid before the Queen, the Lord-Advocate wa 
ordered to inquire into the particulars. Then the 
Faculty were ſo intimidated, that they diſowned 
Dundaſs, and Horne his accomplice. They pre- 
tended that the affair of the medal had been tranſ- 
acted by a party at an occaſional meeting, and not 
by general conſent ; and by a ſolemn act they de- 
clared their attachment to the Queen and the Pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion. The Court was ſatisfied with this 
atonement : but the Reſident from Hanover having 
reſented a memorial ta the Queen, deſiring that 
— his aſſociates might be proſecuted, the 
government removed Sir David Dalrymple from 
his office of Lord-Advocate, on pretence of his 
having been too remiſs, in proſecuting thoſe delin- 
quents ; and no further inquiry was made into the 
$ XXXIII. For ſome time a negociation for 
ace had been carrying on between the Court of 
— and the new miniſters, who had a double 
aim in this meaſure : namely, to mortify the Whigs 
and the Dutch, whom they deteſted, and to fre 
their country from a ruinous war, which had all the 
appearance of becoming habitual to the conſtitution. 
They foreſaw the riſque they would run by entenng 
into ſuch meaſures, ſhould ever the oppofite faction 
regain the aſcendancy ; they knew the Whigs would 
employ all their art and influence, which was ver) 
powerful, in obſtructing the peace, and in raiſing a 
popular clamour againſt the treaty. But their mo- 
tives for treating were ſuch as prompted them to 
undervalue all thoſe difficulties and dangers. They 
hoped to obtain ſuch advantages in point of — 
— ann. . 
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merce for the ſubjects of Great-Britain, as would CHAP. wi. 
Fence all detraction. They did not doubt of being X. 0 
able to maintain the ſuperiority which they. had 711. WT 
acquired in Parliament; and perhaps ſome of them vl 
chenſhed views in favour of the Pretender, whoſe | 
ſucceſſion to the Crown would have effectually eſta- 19 9 
bliſhed their dominion over the oppoſite party. The 1 
Farl of Jerſey, who acted in concert with Oxford, 96 
ſent a private meſſage to the Court of France, im- Wh 
porting the Queen's earneſt deſire of peace, repre- 
ſenting the impoſſibility of a private negociation, as 
the miniſtry was obliged to act with the utmoſt cir- 
cumſpection, and deſiring that Louis would propoſe 
to the Dutch a renewal of the conferences, in which 
caſe the Engliſh Plenipotentiaries ſhould have ſuch 
inſtructions, that it would be impoſſible for the States- f 
General to prevent the concluſion of the treaty. 0 
This intimation was delivered by one Gualtier, an 
obſcure prieſt, who acted as Chaplain to Count 
Callas, the Imperial Ambaſſador, and had been Wk: 
employed as a ſpy by the French miniſtry, ſince the B's. 
commencement of hoſtilities. His connexion with Ft 
Lord Jerſey was by means of that nobleman's lady, 
ho profeſſed the Roman Catholick religion. His 
meſſage was extremely agreeable to the Court of Ver- 
alles. He returned to London, with a letter of 
compliment from the Marquis de Torcy to the Earl. 
of Jerſey, in which that miniſter aſſured him of his 
maſter's ſincere inclination for peace, though he was 
verſe to a renewal of the conferences with the States- 
General, Gualtier wrote a letter to Verſailles, de- 
ing in the name of the Engliſh miniſtry, that his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty AT communicate to them 
us propoſals for a general peace, which they would 
communicate to the States-General, that they might 
negociate in concert with their allies. A general 
aver being made to this intimation, Gualtier made 
i ſecond journey to Verſailles, and brought over a 
nemonal, which was immediately tranſmitted to 
| Holland. 
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B o O k Holland. In the mean time, the Penſionary endea- 


I, 


1711. 


_ voured to renew the conferences in Holland. Pet. 


kum wrote to the French miniſtry, that if his Ma- 
jeſty would reſume the negociation, in concert with 
the Queen of Great-Britain, he ſhould certainly have 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with the conduct of the Dutch 
deputies. This propoſal Louis declined, at the 
deſire of the Engliſh miniſters. 

$ XXXIV. The States-General having peruſed 
the memorial, aſſured Queen Anne that they were 
ready to join with her in contributing to the conclu- 
ſion of a durable peace; but they expreſſed a deſire 


that the French King would communicate a more 


particular plan for ſecuring the intereſt of the allied 
powers, and for _ tne repoſe of Europe, 
Gualtier was once more ſent to Verſailles, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Prior, who had refided in France, as 
Secretary to the embaſſies of the Earls of Portland 
and Jerſey. This gentleman had acquired ſome 
reputation by his poetical talents; was a man of 
uncommon ability, inſinuating addreſs, and perfectly 
devoted to the Tory intereſt, He was empowered 
to communicate the preliminary demands of the 
Engliſh ; to receive the anſwer of the French King; 
and demand whether or not King Philip had trani- 
mitted a power of treating to his grandfather. He 
arrived incognito at Fontainbleau, and preſented 
the Queen's memorial, in which ſhe demanded a 
barrier for the Dutch in the Netherlands, and an- 
other on the Rhine for the Empire; a ſecurity for the 
Dutch commerce, and a general ſatisfaction to all 
her allies. She required that the ſtrong places taken 


from the Duke of Savoy ſhould be reſtored; and 


that he ſhould poſſeſs ſuch towns and diſtricts in Italy 
as had been ceded to him in treaties between hum 
and his allies ; that Louis ſhould acknowledge Queen 
Anne and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion; demolith the 
fortifications of Dunkirk ; and agree to a new treaty 
of commerce : that Gibraltar and Port-Mahon * 
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he yielded to the Crown of England; that the NegroC HAP. * 
trade in America, at that time carried on by the . 1 
French, ſhould be ceded to the Engliſh, together 2711 1 
with ſome towns on that continent, where the ſlaves 1 
might be refreſhed. She expected ſecurity that her 1 77 
ſubjects trading to Spain ſhould enjoy all advantages 1 
oranted by that Crown to the moſt favoured nation : il 
chat ſhe ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of Newfoundland 1 
and Hudſon's-Bay, either by way of reſtitution or | 
ceſſion; and that both nations ſhould continue to Wy, 
enjoy whatever territories they might be poſſeſſed of 1.46 
in North-America at the ratification of the treaties. 
She likewiſe infiſted upon a ſecurity that the Crowns 
of France and Spain ſhould never be united on the =. 
ſame head. Her Majeſty no longer infiſted upon 1 
Philip's being expelled from the throne of Spain by {14 
the arms of his own grandfather. She now perceived „ 
that the exorbitant power of the Houſe of Auſtria ot 
would be as dangerous to the hberty of Europe, as 11 
ever that of the ſamily of Bourbon had been in the 
zenith of its glory. She- might have remembered 
the exceſſive power, the inſolence, the ambition of 
Charles V. and Philip II. who had enſlaved ſo many 
countries, and embroiled all Europe. She was ſin- 
cerely defirous of peace, from motives of humanity 
and compaſſion to her ſubjects and fellow-creatures : 
ſhe was eagerly bent upon procuring ſuch advantages 
to her people, as would enable them to diſcharge 
the heavy load of debt under which they laboured, 
and recompence them in ſome meaſure for the blood 
and treaſure they had ſo laviſhly expended in the 
proſecution of the war. Theſe were the ſentiments 
of a Chriſtian Princeſs; of an amiable and pious 
Sovereign, who bore a ſhare in the grievances of her 
ſubjects, and looked upon them with the eyes of 
maternal affection. She thought ſhe, had the better 
tle to inſiſt upon thoſe advantages, as they had 
been already granted to her ſubjects in a private 
treaty with King Charles. 5 
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Book { XXXV. As Prior's powers were limited in ſuch 


J. 


1711. 


a manner that he could not negociate, Mr. Mena. 
ger, deputy from the city of Rouen to the Board of 
Trade, accompanied the Engliſh miniſter to Lon. 
don, with full powers to ſettle the preliminaries of 
the treaty. On his arrival in London, the Oueen 
immediately commiſſioned the Duke of Shrewſbury, 
the Earls of Jerſey, Dartmouth, Oxford, and Mr. 
St. John, to treat with him; and the conferences 
were immediately begun. After long and various 
diſputes, they agreed upon certain preliminary arti- 
cles, which, on the eighth day October, were 
ſigned by the French miniſter, and by the two Secre- 
taries of State, in conſequence of a written order 
from her Majeſty. Then Menager was privately 
introduced to the Queen at Windſor. She told him 
ſhe was averſe to war : that ſhe would exert all her 
power to conclude a ſpeedy peace : that ſhe ſhould 
be glad to hve upon good terms with the King of 
France, to whom the was ſo nearly allied in blood 
ſhe expreſſed her hope that there would be a cloſer 
umon after the peace between them, and between 
their ſubjects, cemented by a perfect correſpondence 
and friendſhip. The Earl of Strafford, who had 
been lately recalled from the Hague, where he re- 
ſided as ambaſſador, was now ſent back to Holland, 
with orders to communicate to the Penſionary the 
propoſals of peace which France had made; to fig- 
nify the Queen's approbatign of them, and propole 
a place where the Plenipotentiaries ſhould aſſemble. 
The Engliſh miniſters now engaged 1n an intimate 
correſpondence with the Court of Verſailles ; and 
Mareſchal Tallard being releaſed from his confine- 
ment at Nottingham, was allowed to return to his 
own country on his parole. After the departure of 
Menager, the preliminaries were communicated to 
Count Gallas, the Emperor's miniſter, who, in 
order to inflame the minds of the people, cauſed 


them to be tranſlated, and inſerted in one aal 
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daily papers. This ſtep was ſo much reſented byc HAP. 


che Queen, that ſhe ſent a meſſage, deſiring he 


X. 


would come no more to Court; but that he might 1711. 


leave the kingdom as ſoon as he ſhould think proper. 
He took the hint, and retired accordingly ; but the 
Queen gave the Emperor to underſtand, that any 
other miniſter he ſhould appoint would be admitted 
by her without heſitation. 

XXXVI. The States of Holland, alarmed at 
the preliminaries, ſent over Buys, as Envoy Extra- 
ordinary, to intercede with the Queen, that ſhe 
would alter her reſolutions ; but ſhe continued ſtead 
to her purpoſe ; and the Earl of Strafford demanded 
the immediate concurrence of the States, declaring, 
in the Queen's name, that ſhe would look upon any 
delay, on their part, as a refuſal to comply with her 
propoſitions. Intimidated by this declaration, they 
agreed to open the general conferences at Utrecht 
on the firſt day of January. They granted paſſports 
to the French miniſters ; while the yo appointed 
Robinſon, Biſhop of Briſtol, and the Earl of Strafford, 
ner plenipotentiaries at the congreſs. Charles, the 
new Emperor, being at Milan when he received a 
copy of the preliminaries, wrote circular letters to 
the Electors and the Princes of the empire, exhort- 
ng them to perſiſt in their engagements to the grand 
alliance, He hkewiſe deſired the States-General to 
join councils with him in perſuading the Queen of 
England to reject the propoſals of France, and pro- 
ſecute the war; or at leaſt to negociate on the foun- 
dation of the firſt preliminaries, which had been 
ligned by the Marquis de Torcy. He wrote a letter 
o the ſame purpoſe to the Queen of Great Britain, 
who received it with the moſt mortifying indifference. 
No wonder that he ſhould zealouſly contend for the 
continuance of a war, the expence of which ſhe and 
tie Dutch had hitherto almoſt wholly defrayed. 

e new preliminaries were ſeverely attacked by the 
Whigs, who ridiculed and reviled the miniſtry in 
Www word 
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BOOK word and writing. Pamphlets, libels, and lam. 
poons were to-day publiſhed by one faction, and to- 
711. Morrow anſwered by the other. They contained all 
the infinuations of malice and contempt, all the bit. 
terneſs of reproach, and all the rancour of recrimi. 
nation. In the midſt of this contention the Queen 
diſpatched the Earl of Rivers to Hanover, with an 
aſſurance to the Elector, that his ſucceſſion to the 
Crown ſhould be effectually aſcertained in the 
treaty. The Earl brought back an anſwer in uri. 
ting: but, at the ſame time, his Electoral Highnef 
ordered Baron de Bothmar, his Envoy in Eng- 
land, to preſent a memorial to the Queen, repre- 
ſenting the pernicious conſequences of Philip's re- 
maining in poſſeſſion of Spain and the Weſt-Indies 
This remonſtrance the Baron publiſhed, by way of 
appeal to the people, and the Whigs extolled it 
with the higheſt encomiums: but the ”=m_ and 
her miniſters reſented this ſtep, as an officious and 
inflammatory interpoſition. 

d XXXVII. The propoſals of peace made by the 
French King were diſagreeable even to ſome indi- 
viduals of the Tory party, and certain Peers, who 
had hitherto adhered to that intereſt, agreed with 
the Whigs, to make a remonſtrance againſt the pre- 
liminary articles. The Court being appriſed of 
their intention, prorogued the Parliament till the 
ſeventh day of December, in expectation of the 
Scottiſh Peers, who could caſt the balance in fa- 
your of the miniſtry. In her ſpeech at the open- 
ing of the ſeſſion, ſhe told them, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the arts of thoſe who delighted in war, the place 
and time were appointed for a congreſs; and that 
the States-General had expreſſed their entire conf - 
dence in her conduct. She declared her chief 
concern ſhould be to ſecure the ſucceſſion of the 
crown in the Houſe of Hanover; to procure all the 
advantages to the nation which a tender and affec- 


tionate Sovereign could procure for a — — 
1 5 oV 


9 


t oo wm e . oo. ac. a 


F. SS S SAS SS © S 


loyal people; and to obtain ſatisfaction for all her c H AP. 
allies. She obſerved, that the moſt effectual way _**_, 
to procure an advantageous peace, would be to 1513. 
make preparations for carrying on the war with vi- 
gour. She recommended unanimity, and prayed 
Gop would direct their conſultations. In the Houſe 
of Lords, the Earl of Nottingham, who had now 
aflociated himſelf with the Whigs, inveighed againſt 
the preliminaries as captious and inſufficient, and 
offered a clauſe to be inſerted in the addreſs of 
thanks, repreſenting to her Majeſty, that, in the 
opinion of the Houſe, no peace could be ſafe or 
honourable to Great Britain or Europe, if Spain 
and the Weſt-Indies ſhould be allotted to any branch 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. A violent debate enſued, 
in the courſe of which the Earl of Angleſey repre- 
ſented the neceſſity of eaſing the nation of the bur- 
thens incurred by an expenſive war: He athrmed 
that a good peace might have been procured imme- 
dately after the battle of Ramillies, if it had not 
been prevented by ſome perſons who prolonged the 
war for their own private intereſt. This inſinuation 
was levelled at the Duke of Marlborough, who made 
a long ſpeech in his own vindication. He bowed 
to the place where the Queen ſat incognito; and ap- 
pealed to her, whether, while he had the honour to 
lerve her Majeſty as General and Plenipotentiary, he 
had not conſtantly informed her and her council of 
all the propoſals of peace which had been made; 
and had not deſired inſtructions for his conduct on 
that ſubject. He declared, upon his conſcience, and 
in preſence of the Sur REAR BERITNe, before whom he 
expected ſoon to appear, that he was ever deſirous 
ol a fafe, honourable, and laſting peace; and that 
he was always very far from entertaining: any deſign 
of prolonging the war for his own private advantage, 
as his enemies had moſt falſely inſinuated. At laſt, 
the queſtion being put, Whether the Earkof Not- 
ungham's advice thould be part of the addreſs; it 


Was 
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BO O Kwas carried in the affirmative by a ſmall majority. 
I. The addreſs was accordingly pteſented, and the 
— — in her anſwer, ſaid, ſhe ſhould be very ſorry 
any one could think ſhe would not do her utmoſt to 
recover Spain and the Weſt-Indies from the Houſe 
of Bourbon. Againſt this advice, however, ſeveral 
Peers proteſted, becauſe there was no precedent for 
inſerting a clauſe of advice in an addreſs of thanks; 
and becauſe they looked upon it as an invaſion of 
the Royal prerogative. In the addreſs of the Com- 
mons there was no ſuch article ; and, therefore, the 
anſwer they received was warm and cordial. : 
$ XXXVIII. The Duke of Hamilton claiming a 
ſeat in the Houſe {of Peers, as Duke of Brandon, a 
title he had lately received, was oppoſed by the anti- 
courtiers, who pretended to foreſee great danger to the 
eonſtitution from admitting into the Houſe a greater 
number of Scottiſh Peers than the Act of Union 
allowed. Counſel was heard upon the validity of 
his patent. They obſerved that no objection could 
be made to the Queen's prerogative in conferring e 
honours; and that all the ſubjects of the united N 
kingdom were equally capable of receiving honour. D 
The Houſe of Lords had already decided the matter, 
in admitting the Duke of Queenſberry upon his be- 
ing created Duke of Dover. 'The debate was ma- 
naged with great ability on both ſides : the Scottiſh U 
Peers united in defence of the Duke's claim; and 5 
the Court exerted its whole ſtrength to ſupport the bin 
patent. Nevertheleſs, the queſtion being put, Whe- Ka, 
ther Scottiſh Peers, created Peers of Great Britain 
fince the Union, had a right to fit in that Houſe; * 
it was carried in the negative by a majority of five ke 
voices; though not without a- proteſt ſigned by the b ; 
Lords in the oppoſition. ' The Scottiſh Peers were xa 
ſo incenſed at this deciſion, that they drew up a fe- 
reſentation to the Queen, complaining of it as an * 
infringement of the Union, and a mark of diſgrace cha 
put upon the whole peerage of Scotland. — 


* 
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inſt occaſional conformity was revived by thec n a P. 
Earl of Nottingham, in more moderate terms than &. 
thoſe that had been formerly rejected ; and it paſſed 751 
both Houſes by the connivance of the Whigs, upon 
the Earl's promiſe, that if they would conſent to 
this meaſure, he would bring over many friends to 
join them in matters of greater conſequence. On 
the twenty-ſecond day of December, the Queen 
being indiſpoſed, granted a commiſſion to the Lord- 
Keeper, and ſome other Peers, to give the Royal 
aſſent to this bill, and another for the land-tax. The 
Duke of Devonthire obtained leave to bring in a bill 
for giving precedence of all Peers to the Electoral 
Prince of Hanover, as the Duke of Cambridge. An 
addreſs was preſented to the Queen, defiring ſhe 
would give inſtructions to her Plenipotentiaries, to 
conſult with the miniſters of the Allies in Holland 
before the opening of the congreſs ; that they might 
concert the neceſſary meaſures for proceeding with 
unanimity, the better to obtain the great ends pro- 
poſed by her Majeſty. 

\ XXIX. The Commiſſioners for examining 

the publick accounts, having diſcovered that the 
Duke of Marlborough had received an annual pre- 
ſent of five or ſix thouſand pounds from the contrac- 
tors of bread to the army, the Queen declared in 
council, that ſhe thought tit to diſmiſs him from all 
his employments, that the matter might be impar- 
tally examined. This declaration was imparted to 
him in a letter under her own hand, in which ſhe 
took occaſion to complain of the treatment ſhe had 
received. She probably alluded to the inſolence of 
his Ducheſs ; the ſubjection in which ſhe had been 
kept by the late minittry ; and the pains lately taken 
by the Whigs to depreciate her conduct, and thwart 
her meaſures with reſpect to the peace. The Duke 
Tote an anſwer to her Majeſty, vindicating himſelf 
rom the charge which had been brought againſt his 
character; and his two daughters, the Counteſs of 
Sunderland 
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BO OK Sunderland and the Lady Railton, reſigned their 
. places of Ladies in the Bed-chamber, The mini- 
1711, ſtry, in order to aſcertain a majority in the Houſe 

of Lords, perſuaded the Queen to take a meaſure 
which nothing but neceſſity could juſtify. She 
created twelve Peers at once,“ and on the ſe- 
cond of January they were introduced into the 
Upper Houſe without oppoſition. | , The Lord- 
Keeper delivered to the Houſe a meſſage from 
the Queen, defiring they would adjourn to the 
fourteenth day of the month. The anti-courtiers 
alledged, that the Queen could not ſend a meſ- 
ſage to any one Houſe to adjourn,, but ought to 
have directed it to both Houſes. This objection 
produced a debate, which wes terminated in fa- 
vour of the Court by the weight of the twelve 
new Peers. | 
$ XL. At this period Prince Eugene arrived in 
England, with a letter to the Queen from the Em- 
peror, and inſtructions to propoſe a new ſcheme for 
| proſecuting the war. His errand was far from be- 
ing agreeable to the miniſtry ; and they ſuſpected 
that his real aim was to manage. intrigues -among 
the diſcontented party, who oppoſed the peace. 
Nevertheleſs, he was treated with that reſpect which 
was due to his quality and eminent talents. The 


— 


Lord Compton and Lord Bruce, ſons of the Earls of Northampton 
and Ayleſbury, were called up by writ to the Houfe of Peers. I be 
other ten were theſe : Lord Duplin, of the kingdom of Scotland, created 
Baron Hay of Bedwardin, in the county of Hereford ; Lord Viſcount 
Windſor, of Ireland, made Baron Mountjoy, in the Ifle of Wight; 
Henry Paget, ſon of Lord Paget, created Baron Burton, in the county 
of Stafford; Sir Thomas Manſel, Baron Manſel of Margam, in the 
county of Glamorgan ; Sir Thomas Willoughby, Baron Middleton, of 
Middleton, in the county of Warwick ; Sir Thomas Trevor, Baron 
Trevor, of Brombam, in the county of Bedford; George Granville, 
Baron Landſdown, of Biddeford, in the county of Devon; Samuel 
Matham, Baron Maſham, of Oats, in the county of Eſſex; Thomas 
Foley, Baron Foley, of Kidderminſter, in the county of Worceſter 
and Allen Bathurſt, Baron Bathurſt, of Bathelſden, in the county of 
Bedford. On the firſt day of their being introduced, when the veſ- 
fion was put about adjourning, the Earl of Wharton aſked one of them, 

„Whether they voted by their foreman??? 
2 miniſters, 


2 
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viſited him at his arrival. He was admitted to an 
audience of the 8 who received him with great 
complacency. Having peruſed the letter which he 
delivered, ſhe expreſſed her concern that her health 
did not permit her to ſpeak with his Higlineſs as 
cen as ſhe could with ; but that ſhe had ordered 
the Treaſurer and Secretary St. John to receive his 
propoſals, and confer with him as frequently as he 
ſould think proper. He expreſſed extraordinary 
refpet for the Duke of Marlborough, notwithſtand- 
ing his diſgrace. The Lord-Treaſurer, while he 
entertained him at dinner, declared that he looked 
upon that day as the happieſt in the whole courſe of 
his life, fince he had the honour to ſee in his houſe 
the greateſt Captain of the age. The Prince is ſaid 
to have replied, „If I am, it is owing to your 
* Lordſhip.” Alluding to the diſgrace of Marl- 
borough, whom the Earl's intrigues had deprived of 
ll military command, When Biſhop Burnet con- 
ſerſed with him about the ſcandalous libels that were 
ery day publiſhed againſt the Duke, and in par- 
ticular mentioned one paragraph, in which the au- 
thor allowed he had been once fortunate, the Prince 
blerved it was the greateſt commendation that 
ould be beſtowed upon him, as it implied that all 
lis other ſucceſſes were owing to his courage and 
conduct. While the nobility of both parties vied 
mth each other in demonſtrations of reſpe& for this 
ble ſtranger ; while he was adored by the Whigs, 
nd admired by the people, who gazed at him in 
nowds when he appeared in publick ; even in the 
midſt of all theſe careſſes, party riots were excited 
o inſult his perſon, and ſome ſcandalous reflections 
won his mother were inſerted in one of the pub- 
ick papers. The Queen treated him with diſtin- 
- Weed marks of regard; and, on her birth-day, 
„„ keſented him with a ſword worth five thouſand 
Punds, Nevertheleſs, ſhe looked upon him as a 
VOL, II. Q patron 


225 


miniſters, the nobility, and officers of diſtinction, c H AP. 


X. 


— 


1711. 


EDIT Pong 


c 


4 
4 
1 
1 
4| 
b 
1 
| 
1 


226 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


BOOK patron and friend of that turbulent faction to which 


I. 


the owed ſo much diſquiet. She knew he had been 


Mr preſſed to come over by the Wig noblemen, who 


oped his preſence would enflame the people to ſome 
— attempt upon the new miniſtry : ſhe was 
not ignorant that he held private conferences with 
the Duke of Marlborough, the Earl of Sunderland, 
the Lord Somers, Hallifax, and all the chiefs of 
thatbparty, and that he entered into a cloſe connec- 
tion with the Baron de Bothmar, the Hanoverian 
Envoy, who had been very active in fomenting the 
diſturbances of the people. 

XII. Her Majeſty, who had been for ſome 
time afflicted with the gout, fent a meſſage to both 
Houſes, on the ſeventeenth day of January, ſignify- 
ing that the Plenipotentiaries were arrived at 
Utrecht; and that ſhe was employed in making pre- 
parations for an early campaign: ſhe hoped, there- 
fore, that the Commons would proceed in giving 
the neceſſary diſpatch to the ſupplies. The Lord- 
Treaſurer, in order to demonſtrate his attachment 
to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, brought in a bill which 
had been propoſed by the Duke of Devonſhire, 
giving precedence to the whole electoral family, as 
children and nephews of the Crown; and, when it 
was paſſed into an act, he ſent it over to Hanover 
by. Mr. Thomas Harley. The ſixteen Peers for 
Scotland were prevailed upon, by promiſe of fatis- 
faction, to reſume their ſeats. in the Upper Houle, 
from which they had abſented themſelves ſince the 
deciſion againſt the patent of the Duke of Hamil- 
ton: but whatever pecuniary recompence they might 
have obtained from the Court, on which they were 
meanly dependent, they received no ſatisfaction from 


the Parliament. The Commons, finding Mr. Wal- 


pole very troubleſome in their Houſe, by his talents, 
activity, and zealous attachment to the Whig inte- 
reſt, found means to diſcover ſome clandeſtine prac- 


tices in which he was concerned as Secretaly g 
5 


AN N . 


War, with regard to the forage- contract in Scotland. Cc H AP. 
The contractors, rather than admit into their part- X. 
nerſhip a perſon whom he had recommended for 1711. 


that purpoſe, choſe to preſent his friend with five 
hundred pounds. Their bill was addreſſed to Mr. 


Walpole, who endorſed it, and his friend touched, 


the money. This tranſaction was interpreted 
into a bribe. Mr. Walpole was voted guilty of 
corruption, impriſoned in the Tower, and ex- 
pelled the Houſe. Being afterwards re- choſen by 
the ſame borough of Lynn-Regis, which he had 
before repreſented, a petition was lodged againſt 
him, and the Commons voted him incapable of 
being elected a member to ſerve in the preſent 
Parliament. ü | 

XIII. Their next attack was upon the Duke of 
Marlborough, who was found to have received a 
yearly ſum from Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, con- 
cerned in the contra for furniſhing the army with 
bread ; to have been gratified by the Queen with ten 
thouſand pounds a year to defray the expence of in- 
telligence; and to have pocketed a deduction of two 
and a half per cent. from the pay of the foreign 
troops maintained by England. It was alledged, in 


* The Commiſſioners appointed for taking, ſtating, and examinin 
the publick accounts, having made their report touching the condu 
of Mr, Walpole, the Houſe, after a long debate, came to the follow- 
ing reſolutions : 1. That Robert Walpole, Eſq. a member of this 

ouſe, in receiving the ſum of five hundred guineas, and in taking a 
mote for five hundred more, on account of two contracts for forage of 
ter Majeſty's troops, quartered in North-Britain, made by him when 
Ncretary at War, purſuant to a power granted to him by the late Lord- 
realurer, is guilty of a high breach of truft and notorious corrup- 
un. 2, That the ſaid Robert Walpole, Eſq. be for the ſaid offence 
<mmitted priſoner to the Tower of London, during the pleaſure of 
this Houſe 3 and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant accordingly. 
J. That the ſaid Robert Walpole, Eſq. be for the ſaid offence alſo ex- 
ſelled the Houſe, and that the report of the Commiſſioners of Publick 
unn be taken into further conſideration that day ſe*'nnight — 
[2ppeared from the depoſitions of witneſſes that the publick had been 

rauded conſiderably by theſe contralts—a very f ſpeech was 
made in the Houſe, and next day publiſhed, reflefting upon Mr. Wal- 
ple as guilty of the worſt kind of corruption ; and Sir Pe:er Kin 
*clired in the Houſe, that he deſerved hanging as well as be deſerv 
apriſoument and expulſion. 
a 2 his 
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Bo © Ehis juſtification, that the preſent from the Jews was 
= 1. a cuſtomary perquiſite, which had atways been en- 
2 by the General of the Dutch army: that the 
| deduction of two and a half per cent. was granted 
to him by an exprefs warrant from her Majeſty : that 
all the articles of the charge joined together did not 
exceed thirty thouſand pounds, a ſum much inferior 
to that which had been allowed to King William for 
_ contingencies; that the money was expended in pro- 
curing intelhgence, which was fo exact that the 
Duke was never ſurpriſed : that none of his parties 
were ever mtercepted or cut off; and all the deſigns | 
were by theſe means ſo well concerted, that he never 
once miſcarried. Notwithſtanding theſe repreſenta- 
tions the majority voted that his practices had been 
 unwarrantable and illegal; and that the deduction 
was to be accounted for as publick money. Theſe 
reſolutions were communicated to the Queen, who 
ordered the Attorney-General to proſecute the Duke 
for the money he had dedutted by virtue of her own 
warrant. Snch practices were certainly mean and 
mercenary, and greatly tarnifhed the glory which the 
Duke had acquired by his military talents, and other 
ſhining qualities. 
$ XLIH. The Commons now digected the ſtream 
of their reſentment againſt the Dutch, who had cer- 
tainly exerted all their endeavours to overwhelm the 
new miniſtry, and retard the negociations for peace. 
They maintained an intimate correſpondence with 
the Whigs af England. They diffuſed the moſt in- 
vidious reports againſt Oxford and Secretary St. John. 
Buys, their Envoy at London, acted the part of an 
mcendiary, in ſuggeſting violent meafures to the 
malcontents, and caballing againſt the government. 
The miniſters, by way of repriſal, influenced the 
Houfe of Commons to paſs ſome acrimonious reſo- 
lutions againſt the States-General. They alledged 
that the States had been deficient in their proportion 
of troops, both in Spain and in the — 
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during the whole courſe of the war; and that theo HAP. 


ueen had paid above three millions of crowns in 
ſubfidies, above what ſhe was obliged to advance by 
her engagements. They attacked the Barner-treaty, 
which had been concluded with the States by Lord 
Townſhend, after the conferences at Gertruyden- 
berg. By this agreement, England guarantied a 
barrier in the Netherlands to the Dutch; and the 
States bound themſelves to maintain, with their 
whole force, the Queen's title, and the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion. The Tories affirmed that England was 
difgraced by engaging any other State to defend a 
ſucceſſion which the nation might lee cauſe to alter: 
that, by this treaty, the States were authoriſed to 
interpoſe in Britiſh councils :; that, being poflefied of 
all thoſe ſtrong towns they might exclude the Eng- 
Iſh from trading to them, and interfere with the 
manufactures of Great-Britain. The Houſe of Com- 
mons voted, That in the Barrter-treaty there were 
leveral articles deſtructive to the trade and intereſt 
of Great-Britain, and therefore highly diſhonourable 
to her Majeſty : That the Lord Viſcount Townſhend 
was not authoriſed to conclude ſeveral articles in that 
treaty : That he and all thoſe who had adviſed its 
being ratified were enemies to the Queen and king- 
dom, All their votes were digeſted into a long re- 
preſentation preſented to the Queen, in which they 
werred that England, during the war, had been 
overcharged nineteen millions; a circumſtance that 
implied miſmanagement or fraud in the old miniſtry. 
The States, alarmed at theſe reſolutions, wrote a re- 
ſpectful letter to the Queen, repreſenting the ne- 
ceſſity of a barrier, for the mutual ſecurity of England 
and the United Provinces. They afterwards drew up 
a large memorial in vindication of their proceedings 
during the war ; and it was publiſhed in one of the 
Engliſh papers. The Commons immediately voted 
ta falſe, ſcandalous, and malicious hbel, reflecting 
upon the reſolutions of the Houſe ; and the _ 

6 an 


230 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B © o Kand publiſher were taken into cuſtody, as guilty of 
I. breach of privilege. 

4 $ XLIV They now repealed the naturalization. 
Burnet, act. They paſſed a bill granting a toleration to the 
Laluberty. Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, without paying the 
Quincy, leaſt regard to a repreſentation from the General 
— Aſſembly to the Queen, declaring that the Act for 

orcy. . . 

Tindal. ſecuring the Preſbyterian government was an eflen- 
Hil.ofvetial and fundamental condition of the treaty of Union, 
Nlaribo- The Houſe, notwithſtanding this remonſtrance, pro- 
rough. ceeded with the bill, and inſerted a clauſe prohibit- 
—— ing civil magiſtrates from executing the ſentences of 
the Kirk-judicatories. The Epiſcopal, as well as the 
Preſbyterian clergy, were required to take the oaths 

of abjuration, that they might be upon an equal 
footing in caſe of diſobedience ; for the Commons 

well knew that this condition would be rejected by 

both from very different motives. In order to 
exaſperate the, Preſbyterians with further provoca- 

tions, another act was paſſed for diſcontinuing the 
Courts of Judicature during the Chriſtmas holydays, 

which had never been kept by perſons of that per- 
ſuaſion. When this bill was read for the third time 

Sir David Dalrymple ſaid, © Since the Houſe is re- 

« ſolved to make no toleration on the body of this 

& bill, I acquieſce, and only defire it may be enti- 

« tuled, A bill for eſtabliſbing Jacobitiſm and Im- 

«© morality.” The chagrin of the Scottiſh Preſby- 

terians was completed by a third bill, reſtoring the 

right of patronage, which had been taken away when 

the diſcipline of the Kirk was laſt eſtabliſhed. Prince 
Eugene having preſented a memorial to the Queen, 
touching the conduct of the Emperor during the 

war, and containing a propoſal with relation to the 

affairs of Spain, the Queen communicated the ſcheme 

to the Houſe of Commons, who treated it with the 

moſt contemptuous neglect. The Prince, finding all 

his efforts ineffectual, retired to the continent, 45 


much diſpleaſed with the miniſtry, as he had reaſon 


to 


ANNE. 


to be ſatisfied with the people of England. The c HA p. 


Commons having ſettled the funds for the ſupplies 
of the year, amounting to ſix millions, the Treaſurer 
formed the plan of a bill appointing commiſſioners 
to examine the value and conſideration of all the 
ts made ſince the Revolution. His deſign was 
to make a general reſumption; but, as the intereſt 
of ſo many noblemen was concerned, the bill met 
with a very warm oppoſition ; notwithſtanding which 
it would have certainly paſſed, had not the Duke of 
Buckingham . and the Earl of Strafford abſented 
themſelves from the Houſe during the debate. 
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CHAP. XI. 
$ I. Tie conferences opened at Utrecht. & II. The 
Queen's meaſures obſtructed by the Allies. & III. The 
Death of the Dauphin and his fon. I IV. The 
Queen demands Philip's renunciation of the Crown of 
France. & V. The Duke of Ormond takes the co. 
mand of the Britiſh forces in Flanders. & VI. Hei 
reſtricted from acting aguinſt the enemy. & VII. De. 
bate in the Houſe of Lords on this ſiubject. & VIII. 4 
loyal addreſs of the Commons. Y IX. Philip pro- 
muſes to renounce the Crown of France. & X. The 
Queen communicates the plan of the peace in a ſpeeck 
to both Houſes of Parliament. & XI. Exceptions taken 
to ſome of the articles, in the Houſe of Loris. 
XII. A motion for a guaranty of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion by the Allies rejected in the Houſe of Con- 
mons. XIII. The Duke of Ormond declares ts 
Prince Eugene, that he can no longer cover the ſiege 
of Queſnoy. XIV. Irruption into France by Gene- 
ral Groveſtein. & XV. The foreign troops in Bri- 
tiſh pay refuſe to march with the Duke of Ormond. 
XVI. Vo proclaims a ceſſation of arms, and 
ſeixes Ghent and Bruges. \ XVII. The Allies de- 
feated at Denam, XVIII. Progreſs of the confe- 
rences at Utrecht. N XIX. The Duke of Hamilton 
and Lord Mohun are killed in a duel. The Duke of 
Marlborough retires to the Continent. XX. The 
States-General fign the Barrier-treaty. XXI. The 
other Allies become more tractable. & XXII. The 
peace with France ſigned at Utrecht. XXIII. Both 
Houſes f Parliament congratulate the Queen on ihe 
peace. & XXIV. Subſtance of the treaty with 
France. XXV. Objedions to the treaty of com- 
merce. XXVI. Debates in the Houſe of Lords 
on the malt-lax for Scotland. The Scottiſh Lords 


move for a bill to diſſolve the Union, \ XXVII. — 
reſs 


— A / Eo... _ 


__ 
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dreſs of the Commons about Dunkirk. XXVIII. 
Violence of parties in England. XXIX. Proceed- 
ings of the Parliament of Ireland. & XXX. New 
Purhament in England. Writers employed by bath 
parties. & XXXI. Treaty of Raſtadt between the 
Emperor and France. \ XXXII. Principal articles 
in the treaty between Great-Britain and Spain. 


Meeting of the Parliament. & XXXIII. The Houſe 


of Lords take cognizauce of a hbel againſt the Scots. 
XXIV. Mr. Steel expelled the Houſe of Commons. 
XXV. Precautions by the Whigs for the ſecu- 
rity of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. & XXXVI. De- 
bates in the Honſfe of Lords concerning the Pretender 
and the Catalans. & XXXVII. They addreſs the 
Queen to ſet a price on the Head of the Preteuder. 
XXXVIII. A writ demanded for the Eledto- 
ral Prince of Hanover, as Duke of Cambridge. 
XXXIX. Death of the Princeſs Sophia, Bill to 
prevent the growth of Schiſm. Y XL. Another 


againſt all who fhould lift, or be inliſted in a foreign 


ſervice. & XLI. The Parliament prorogued. 
XLII. The Treaſurer diſgraced. \ XLIII. Pre- 
cautions taken for ſecuring the peace of the kingdom. 


\ XLIV. Death and character of Queen Anne. - 


\ I. IN the month of Jannary the conferences fore H A y. 


233 


peace began at Utrecht. The Earl of Jerſey Kl. 


wuld have been appointed the Plenipotentiary for 7; 


England, but he dying after the correſpondence with 


he Court of France was eftabliſhed, the Queen con- 


ferred that charge upon Robinſon, Biſhop of Briſtol, 
Lord Privy-Seal, and the Earl of Strafford. The 
chief of the Dutch Deputies named for the congreſs, 
wre Buys and Vanderduſſen; the French Ling 
granted his powers to the Mareſchal D'Uxelles, the 
Abbot (afterwards Cardinal) de Polignac, and Me- 
nager, who had been in England. The miniſters 
a the Emperor and Savoy likewiſe affiſted at the 
conferences, to which the Empire and the other 

allies 


1712. 
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B o © Kallies likewiſe ſent their Plenipotentiaries, though 
I. .not without reluctance. As all theſe powers, except 
1712, France, entertained ſentiments very different from 
thoſe of her Britannick Majeſty, the conferences 
ſeemed calculated rather to retard than accelerate ; 
pacification. The Queen of England had foreſeen 

and provided againſt theſe difficulties. Her great 

end was to free her ſubjects from the miſeries at- 

] tending an unprofitable war, and to reſtore peace to 
| Europe ; and this aim ſhe was reſolved to accom- 
pliſh, in ſpite of all oppoſition. She had alſo deter- 
mined to procure reaſonable terms of accommoda- 
tion for her Allies, without, however, continuing to 
laviſh the blood and treaſure of her people in ſup- 
porting their extravagant demands. The Emperor 
obſtinately inſiſted upon his claim to the whole Spa- 
niſh monarchy, refuſing to give up the leaſt title of 
his pretenſions; and the Dutch adhered to the old 
preliminaries which Louis had formerly rejected. 
The Queen ſaw that the liberties of Europe would 
be expoſed to much greater danger from an actual 
union of the Imperial and Spaniſh .crowns in one 
head of the Houſe of Auſtria, than from a bare poſ- 
fibility of Spain's being united with France in one 
branch of the Houſe of Bourbon. She knew by ex 
perience the difficulty of dethroning Philip, rooted 
as he was in the affections of a brave and loyal 
people; and that a proſecution of this deſign would 
ſerve no purpoſe but to protract the war, and aug- 
ment the grievances of the Britiſh nation. She was 
well acquainted with the diſtreſſes of the French, 
which ſhe conſidered as pledges of their Monarch's 
ſincerity. She ſought not the total ruin of that 
—_ already reduced to the brink of deſpar. 
he dictates of true policy diſſuaded her from con- 
tributing to her further conqueſt in that kingdom, 
which would have proved the ſource of contention 
among the Allies, depreſſed the Houſe of Bourbon ˖ 
below the ſtandard of importance which the ns” * 
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of Europe required it ſhould maintain, and ag-c HAP. 
grandize the States-General at the expence of . 
Great-Britain. As ſhe had borne the chief burden "MX, 
of the war, ſhe had a right to take the lead, and 
dittate a plan of pacification ; at leaſt, ſhe had a 
right to conſult the welfare of her own kingdom, 
in delivering, by a ſeparate peace, her ſubjects from 
thoſe enormous -loads which they could no longer 
ſuſtain ; and ſhe was well enough aware of her own 
conſequence, to think ſhe could not obtain advan- 
tageous conditions. as 
II. Such were the ſentiments of the Queen: 
and her miniſters ſeem to have acted on the fame 
principles, though perhaps party motives may have 
helped to influence their conduct. The Allies con- 
curred in oppoſing with all their might any treaty 
which could not gratify their different views of 
avarice, intereſt, and ambition. They practiſed 
a thouſand little artifices to intimidate the Queen, 
to excite a jealouſy of Louis, to blacken the cha- 
raters of her miniſters, to raiſe and keep up a 
dangerous ferment among her people, by which her 
life and government were endangered. She could 
not fail to. reſent theſe efforts, which greatly per- 
plexed her meaſures, and obſtructed her deſign. 
Her miniſters were ſenfible of the dangerous pre- 
dicament in which they ſtood. The Queen's health 
d as much impaired, and the ſucceſſor countenanced 
o- e oppoſite faction. In caſe of their Sovereign's 
as death, they had nothing to expect but proſecution 
h, aud ruin for obeying her commands; they ſaw no 
rs bope of ſafety, except in renouncing their princi- 
at WM bles, and ſubmitting to their adverſaries ; or elſe in 
ür. aling ſuch meaſures as would haſten the pacifica- 
n- bon, that the troubles of the kingdom might be 
m, *Ppealed,, and the people be ſatisfied with their 
on conduct, before death ſhould deprive them of their 
on Vrereign's protection. With this view they adviſed 
ice i ber to ſet on foot a private negociation with Louis 
. to 
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30 Okto ſtipulate certain advantages for her own ſubjed 
T. in à concerted plan of 
271. mutual confidence with that monarch, as would 


ace; to enter into ſuch 


anticipate all clandeſtine tranſactions to her preju- 
dice, and in ſome meaſure enable her to preſenbe 
terms for her allies. 
formed, but executed with too much precipitation, 
The ſtipulated advantages were not ſuch as the had 
4 right to demand and inſiſt upon; and without all 
doubt, better might have been obtained, had not 
the obſtinacy of the Allies abroad, and the violent 
conduct of the Whig faction at home, obliged the 
miniſters to relax in {ome material points, and haſten 
the concluſion of the treaty. _ 
III. The articles being privately regulated be- 
tween the two courts of London and Verſailles, the 
— Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were furnithed 
th _ powers and inſtructions, being igno- 
rant of 'the agreement which the Queen had made 
with the French Monarch, touching the kingdom 
of Spain, which was indeed the baſis of the treaty. 
This ſecret plan of negociation, however, had 
welt nigh been deſtroyed by fome unforeteen events 
that were doubly afflicting to Louis. The Dauphin 
had died of the ſmall-pox in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding year, and his title had been conferred upon 
his fon the Duke of Burgundy, who now expired 
on the laſt day of February, fix days after the death 
of his wife, Mary Adelaide of Savoy. The parents 
were ſoon followed to the grave by their eldef 
offspring, the Duke of Bretagne, in the fixth yea! 
of his age; ſo that of the Duke of Burgundy's chi- 
dren, none remamed alive but the Duke of Anjou, 


the late French King, who was at that time a ſickly 
infant. Such a ſeries of calamities could not fal 
of being extremely ſhocking: to Louis in his old 
age; but they were ftill mote alarming to the Queen 
of England, who faw that nothing but the pre- 
carious life of an unhealthy child divided the two 

monarchies 


The plan was judiciouſly | 


ANNE. 


the reſolved by all poſſible means to prevent. She 
therefore ſent the Abbe Gualtier to Paris, with a me- 
morial, repreſenting the danger to whch the hberty 
of Europe would be expoſed, ſhould Philip aſcend 
the throne of France ; and demanding, that his title 


ould be transferred to his brother, the Duke of 


Berry, in conſequence of his pure, ſimple, and volun- 
ary renunciation. 

(IV. Meanwhile the French Plenipotentiaries at 
Utrecht were prevailed, upon to deliver their pro- 
polals in writing, under the name of ſpecifick offers, 
which the Allies received with indignation. They 
rere treated in England with univerſal ſcorn. Lord 
Hallifax, in the Houſe of Peers, termed them tri- 
ling, arrogant and injurious to her Majeſty and her 
lies. An Addreſs was preſented to the Queen, in 
which they expreſſed * reſentment againſt the 
nſolence of France, and promiſed to aſſiſt her with 
il their power in proſecuting the war, until a ſafe 
nd honourable peace ſhould be obtained. The 
Menipotentiaries of the Allies were not leſs extra- 
gant in their ſpecifick demands than the French 
lud heen arrogant in their offers. In a word, the 
miniſters ſeemed to have been aſſembled at Utrecht, 
ather to ſtart new difficulties, and widen the breach, 
lan to heal animoſities, and concert a plan of pa- 
aication. They amuſed one another with fruitleſs 
conferences, while the Queen of Great-Britain en- 
fayoured to engage the States-General in her mea- 
lures, that they might treat with France upon 
moderate terms, and give law to the reſt of the 
Allies. She departed from ſome of her own pre- 


h entons, in order to gratify them with the poſſeſſion 
1 & ſome towns in Flanders. She conſented to their 
oy being admitted into a participation of ſome advan- 


ages in commerce; and ordered the Engliſh mini- 
ler at the Congreſs to tell them, that the would 
wi ake her meaſures according to the return they 
ues ſhould 
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B © OKſhould make on this occaſion. Finding them i] 
I. obſtinately attached to their firſt chimerical prel. 
1712. minaries, ſhe gave them to underſtand, that all her 
offers for adjuſting the differences were founded 
upon the expreſs condition, that they ſhould come 
into her meaſures, and co-operate with her openly 
and ſincerely ; but they had made ſuch bad returns 
to all her condeſcenſion towards them, that ſhe 
looked upon herſelf as releaſed from all engage. 
ments. The miniſters of the Allies had infiſted upon 
a written anſwer to their ſpeciftick demands; and 
this the French Plenipotentiaries declined, until they 
ſhould receive freſh inſtructions from their Maſier, 
Such was the pretence for ſuſpending the conferences; 
but the real bar to a final agreement between Eng. 
land and France, was the delay of Philip's renun- 
ciation, which, .at length, however, arrived ; and 
produced a ceſſation of arms. 
$ V. In the mean time the Duke of Ormond, 
who was now inveſted with the ſupreme command 
of the Britiſh forces, received a particular order 
that he ſhould not hazard an engagement. Lows 
had already undertaken for the compliance of his 
grandſon. Reflecting on his own great age, he was 
ſhocked at the proſpect of leaving his kingdom 
involved in a pernicious war during a minortt ; 
and determined to procure a peace at all events, 
The Queen, knowing his motives, could not help 
believing his proteſtations, and reſolved to avoid a 
battle, the iſſue of which might have conſiderably 
altered the ſituation of affairs, and conſequently 
retarded the concluſion of the treaty. Preparations 
had been made for an early campaign. In the be- 
ginning of March, the Earl of Albemarle, having 
aſſembled a body of thirty-ſix battalions, marched 
towards Arras, which he reduced to a heap of aſhes 
by a moſt terrible cannonading and bombardment. 
In May, the Duke of Ormond conferred with the 
deputies of the States-General at the Hague, and 
1 


aſſure 


AN N E. 


afured them that he had orders to act vigorouſlyc HAP. 
in the proſecution of the war. He joined Prince Xl. 4 
Fugene at Tournay ; and, on the twenty-fixth day gr: - 
of May, the allied army, paſſing the Schelde, en- 1 
camped at Haſpre and Solemnes. The Imperial "+ 
General propoſed that they ſhould attack the French 
amy under Villars: but by this time the Duke 
was reſtrained from hazarding a ſiege or battle; a 
arcumſiance well known to the French commander, . 
who therefore abated of his uſual vigilance. It could 14 
not be long concealed from Prince Eugene and the | 
deputies, who forthwith diſpatched an expreſs to 
their principals on this ſubject, and afterwards pre- 
ſented a long memorial to the Duke, ay 
the injury which the grand alliance would ſuſtain 
from his obedience of ſuch an order. He ſeemed to 

be extremely uneaſy at his ſituation ; and in a letter 

to Secretary St. John, expreſſed a deſire that the 
Queen would permit him to return to England. 

VI. Prince Eugene, notwithſtanding the Queen's 
oder, which Ormond had not yet formally declared, 
inveſted the town of Queſnoy, and the Duke fur- 
ſhed towards this enterprize ſeven battalions and 
nne ſquadrons of the foreign troops maintained by 
Great-Britain, The Dutch deputies at Utrecht 
expoſtulating with the Biſhop of Briſtol upon the 
Duke's refuſing to act againſt the enemy, that Pre- 
late told them, that he had lately received an ex- 
preſs, with a letter from her Majeſty, in which ſhe 
complained, that as the States-General had not 
properly anſwered her advances, they ought not to 
be ſurpriſed, if ſhe thought herſelf at liberty to 
enter into ſeparate meaſures, in order to obtain a 
peace for her own conveniency. When they re- 
monſtrated againſt ſuch conduct, as contradictory 
o all the alliances ſubſiſting between the Queen 
ad the States-General, the Biſhop declared his 
nſtructions further imported, that conſidering the 
conduct of the States towards her Majeſty, ſhe 

| thought 
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B Oo O x thought herſelf diſengaged from all alliances and 


I. 


engagements with their High Mightineſſes. The 


—Ys5ttes and the Miniſters of the Allies were inſtantly in 


1712. 


commotion. Private meaſures were concerted with 
the Elector of Hanover, the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, and ſome other princes of the Empire, con- 


cerning the troops belonging to thoſe powers in the 


Pay Great-Britain. The States-General wrote 2 
ng letter to the Queen, and ordered their Enyoy 
at London to deliver it into her own hand. Count 
Zinzerdorf, the Emperor's Plempotentiary, diſ. 
patched exprefſes to his maſter, to Prince Eugene, 
and to the Imperial Ambaſſador at London. The 
Queen held a council at Kenſington upon the ſub- 


ject of the letter; and a freſh order was ſent to the 


Duke of Ormond; directing him to concur with the 
General of the Allies in a ſiege. 
$ VIE. On the twenty-eighth day of May, Lord 


HFallifax, in the Houſe of Peers, deſcanted upon 


the ill conſequences of the Duke's refuſing to co- 
operate with Prince Eugene, and moved for an 
addreſs, defiring her Majeſty would order the 
General to act offenſively, in concert with her al- 
lies. The Treaſurer obferved it was prudent to 
avoid a battle on the eve of a peace, eſpecially 
conſidering they had to do with an enemy fo apt to 
break his word. The Earl of Wharton replied, 
this was a ſtrong reaſon for keeping no meaſures 


-with ſuch an enemy. When Oxford declared, that 


the Duke of Ormond had received orders to join 


the Allies in a ſiege, the Duke of Marlborough 
affirmed it was impoſſible to carry on a ſiege with. 


out either hazarding a battle, in caſe the enemy 
ſhould attempt to relieve the place, or ſhameful 
abandoning he enterprize. The Duke of Argyle 
having declared his opinion, that ſince the time 
of Julius Czfar there had not been a greater Cap- 
tain than Prince Eugene of Savoy, obſerved, that, 


conſidering the different intereſts of the Houle of 
Auſira 
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Auſtria and of Great-Britain, it might not conſiſt c H AP. 


with prudence to truſt him with the management 


Xl. 


of the war, becauſe a battle won or loſt nüght 2713. 


entirely break off a negociation of peace, which in 
all probability was near being concluded. He 
added, that two- years before, the Confederates 
might . have taken Arras and Cambray, inſtead of 
amuſing themſelves with the inſignificant conqueſts 
of Aire, Bethune, and St. Venant. The Duke of 
Devonſhire ſaid he was, by proximity of -blood, 
more concerned than any other in the reputation of 
the Duke of Ormond :- and, therefore, could not 
help expreſſing his ſurprize, that any one would 
dare to make a nobleman of the firſt rank, and of 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a character, the inſtrument of ſuch 
proceedings. Earl Paulet anſwered, that nobody 
could doubt the Duke of Ormond's courage; but 
he was not like a certain General, who led troops 
to the ſlaughter, to cauſe a great number of officers 
to be knocked on the head, that he might fill his 
pockets by diſpoſing of their commithons. The 
Duke of Marlborough was ſo deeply affected by 
tus reflection, that though he ſuppreſſed his reſent- 
ment in the Houſe, he took the firſt opportunity to 
end Lord Mohun to the Earl with a meſſage, im- 
porting, that he ſhould be glad to come to an ex- 
panation with his Lordſhip about ſome expreffions 
le had uſed in that day's debate, and deſiring his 
company to take the air in the country. The Earl 
underſtood his meaning ; but could not conceal his 


h emotion from the obſervation of his lady, by whoſe 
- cans the affair was communicated to the Earl of 
y {WP artmouth, Secretary of State. Two ſentinels 
yore immediately placed at his Lordſhip's gate: 
le tie Queen, by the channel of Lord Dartmouth, de- 
ne ed the Duke of Marlborough would proceed no 
p- eher in the quarrel; and he affured her he would 


punctually obey her Majeſty's commands. The 
of {WW of Oxford aſſured the Houſe, that a ſeparate 
ra VOL, II. = | peace 
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B O O E peace was never. intended; that ſuch a peace would 
I. beſo baſe, ſo knaviſh, and ſo villanous, that every 
1712, one who ſerved: the Queen knew they muſt anſwer 
it with their heads to the nation ; but that it would 
appear to be a ſafe and glorious peace, much more 

to the honour and intereſt of the nation, than the 

firſt preliminaries inſiſted upon by the Allies. The 
queſtion being put for adjourning, was, after a long 
debate, carried in the affirmative; but twenty Lords 
entered a proteſt. The Earl of Strafford, who had 
returned from Holland, propoſed, that they ſhould 
examine the negociations of the Hague and Ger- 
nberg, before they conſidered that of Utrecht. 


He 'obſerved, that in the former negociations the 
French miniſters had conferred only with the Pen- th 
fionary, who communicated no more of it to the l 


miniſters of the Allies than what was judged proper 
to let them know ; ſo that the Dutch were abſolute I 
maſters of the ſecret. He aſſerted that the States- 
General had conſented to give Naples and Sicily to 
ing Philip ; a circumſtance which proved that the 
recovery of the whole Spaniſh monarchy was looked 
upon as impracticable. He concluded with a mo- 
tion for an addreſs to her Majeſty, defiring that the 
papers relating to the negociations of the Hague and 
Gertruydenberg ſhould be laid before the Houle, 
This was carried without a diviſion. 

VIII. In the Houſe of Commons Mr. Pulteney 
moved for an addreſs, acquainting her Majeſty that 
her faithful Commons were julily alarmed at the in- 
telligence received from abroad, that her General 
in Flanders had declined acting offenſively againſt 
France in concurrence . with her allies ; and be- 
ſeeching her Majeſty that he might receive ſpeedy 
inſtructions to proſecute the war with the utmoit 
vigour. This motion was rejected by a great ma- 
jority. A certain member having inſinuated, that 
the preſent negociation had been carried on in 4 


clandeſtine and treacherous manner. Mr. Secretary 
Ee. St. John 


A N N E. 


treachery to act for the good and advantage of 


243 


St. John ſaid, he hoped it would not be accountedc H Ap. 


XI, 


Great-Britain : that he glonied in the ſmall ſhare hy OI 


had in the tranſaction; and whatever cenſure he. 


might undergo for it, the bare ſatisfaction of acting 
in that view would be a ſufficient recompence and 
comfort to him during the whole courſe of his life. 
The Houfe reſolved, That the Commons had an 
entire confidence in her Majeſty's promiſe, to com- 
municate to her Parliament the terms of the peace 
before it ſhould be concluded ; and, That they 
would ſupport her againſt all ſuch perſons, either 
at home or abroad, as thould endeavour to obſtruct 
the pacification. The Queen thanked them heartily 
for this refolution, as being dutiful to her, honeſt to 
their country, and very ſeaſonable at a time when 
ſo many artifices were uſed to obſtruct a good peace, 
or to force one diſad vantageous to Britain. They 
likewiſe preſented an addreſs, deſiring they might 
have an account of the negociations and tranſactions 
at the Hague and Gertruydenberg, and know who 
were then employed as her Majeſty's Plenipoten- 
Haries. 

I. The miniſtry, foreſeeing that Philip would 
not willingly reſign his hopes of ſucceeding to the 
crown of France, propoſed an alternative, that, in 
1 caſe of his preferring his expectation of the crown 
hat of France to the preſent poſſeſſion of Spain, this 
n. baedom, with the Indies, ſhould be forthwith ceded 

to the Duke of Savoy ; that Philip, in the mean 
eral g he n 
unt me, ſbould poſſeſs the Duke's hereditary domi- 
be- bons, and the kingdom of Sicily, together with 
Monſerrat and Mantua; all which territories ſhould 
annexed to France at Philip's ſueceſſion to that 


ouſe of Auſtria, Louis ſeemed to reliſh this ex- 
bedient, which, however, was rejected by Philip, 
ho choſe to make the renunciation, rather than 
Ut the throne upon which he was eſtabliſhed, The 
R 2 Queen 


nown, except Sicily, which ſhould revert to the 


2712. 
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h Oo O K Queen demanded, that the renunciation ſhould he 


I. 


_ ratified in the moſt ſolemn manner by the States of 


— : 
1912, France; but ſhe afterwards waved this demand, in 


conſideration of its being regiſtered in the different 
Parliaments, Such forms are but ſlender ſecnrities 
againſt the power, ambition, and intereſt of princes, 
The Marquis de Torcy frankly owned, that Philip; 
renunciation was of itſelf void, as being contrary 
to the fundamental laws and conſtitution of the 
French monarchy; but it was found neceſſary for 
the ſatisfaction of the Enghſh people. Every ma. 
terial article being now adjuſted between the two 
courts, particularly thoſe relating to the King of 
Spain, the commerce of Great-Britain, and the 
delivery of Dunkirk, a ſuſpenſion of arms prevailed 
in the Netherlands, and the Duke of Ormond acted 


in concert with Mareſchal de Villars. 


X. On the ſixth day of June the Queen going 
to the Houſe of Peers, communicated the plan of 
eace to her Parliament, according to the promiſe 
the had made. After having premiſed, that the 
making | nay and war was the undoubted prero- 
gative of the Crown, and hinted at the difficultie: 
which had ariſen both from the nature of the affar, 
and numberleſs obſtructions contrived by the ene- 
mies of peace, ſhe proceeded to enumerate the 
chief articles to whch both Crowns had agreed, 
without, however, concluding the treaty. She told 
them ſhe had ſecured the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
which France had acknowledged in the ſirongell 
terms; and that the Pretender would be removed 


from the French dominions ; that the Duke of Anjou 
' ſhould renounce for himſelf and his deſcendants al 


claim to the crown of France; ſo that the tud 
monarchies would be. for ever divided. She ob- 


ſerved, that the nature of this propoſal was ſuch as 
would execute itſelf : that it would be the interelt 
of Spain to ſupport the renunciation ; and in France, 


tie perſons intitled to the ſucceſſion of that — 
a upo 


n 
pon 
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to vindicate their own right. She gave them to 


245 
upon the death of the Dauphin, were powerful enough c HAP. 


. 


underſtand that a treaty of commerce between Eng- 11. 


and and France had been begun, though not yet 


adjuſted; but proviſion was made, that England 


ſhould enjoy the ſame privileges that France granted 
to the molt favoured nation: that the French King 
had agreed to make an abſolute ceſſion of the iſland 
of St. Chriſtopher's, which had hitherto been di- 
vided between the two nations : that he had alſo con- 
ſented to reſtore the whole bay and ſtraits of Hud- 
ſon; to deliver the iſland of Newfoundland, with 
Placentia ; to cede Annapolis, with the reſt of Aca- 
da or Nova-Scotia; to demoliſh the fortifications 
of Dunkirk ; to leave England in poſſeſſion of Gi- 
braltar, Port-Mahon, and the whole iſland of Mi- 


be ſettled as 1t was in the reign of his late Catholick 
Majeſty : the ſignified that ſhe had obtained for her 
ſubjets the aſſiento, or contract, for furniſhing the 
paniſh Weſt-Indies with negroes, for the term of 
thirty years, in the ſame manner as it had been en- 
oed by the French. With reſpect to the Allies, 
ſhe declared, that France offered to make the Rhine 
the barrier of the empire; to yield Briſac, Fort 
kehl, and Landau, and raze all the fortreſſes both 
on the other ſide of the Rhine, and in the iſlands of 
that river ; that the Proteſtant intereſt in Germany 
would be reſettled on the footing of the treaty of 
Weſtphalia; that the Spaniſh Netherlands, the 
kingdoms of Naples and Sardinia, the duchy of 
Milan, and the places belonging to Spain on the 
coaſt of Tuſcany, might be yielded to his Imperial 
Majeſty ; but the diſpoſition of Sicily was not yet 
determined; that the demands of the States-Ge- 
neral with relation to commerce, and the barrier in 
the Low Countries, would be granted with a few 
{Xceptions, which might be compenſated by other 
expedients; that no great progrcts had yet been 

made 


norca; to let the trade of Spain in the Weſt-Indies 
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B OO K made upon the pretenſions of Portugal; but that 


* 


1712. 


thoſe of Pruſſia would be admitted by France with. 
out much difficulty: that the difference between the 
barrier demanded by the Duke of Savoy in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine, and that 
which France now offered, was very inconſiderable: 
that the Elector Palatine ſhould maintain his preſent 
rank among the Electors, and that France would 
acknowledge the electoral dignity in the Houle of 
Hanover. Such were the conditions which the 
Queen hoped would make ſome amends to her ſub- 
jects, for the great and unequal burthen they had 
borne during the whole courſe of the war. She 
concluded with ſaying, ſhe made no doubt but they 
were fully perſuaded, that nothing would be neglett- 
ed on her part, in the progreſs of this negociation, 
to bring the peace to an happy and ſpeedy iſſue; and 
ſhe expreſſed her dependence upon the entire con- 
fidence and cheerful concurrence of her Parlia- 
ment. 

$ XI. An addreſs of thanks and approbation was 
immediately voted, drawn up, and preſented to the 
Queen by the Commons in a' body. When the 
Houſe of Lords took the ſpeech into conſideration, 
the Duke of Marlborough aſſerted, that the meaſures 
purſued for a year paſt were directly contrary to he! 
Majeſty's engagements with the Allies : that they 
ſullied the triumphs and glories of her reign; and 
would render the Engliſh name odious to all na- 
tions. The Earl of Strafford ſaid, that ſome of the 
Allies would not have ſhewn ſuch backwardnels to a 
Peace, had they not been perſuaded and encouraged 
to carry on the war by a member of that illuſtnous 
afſembly, who maintained a ſecret correſpondence 
with them, and fed them with hopes that they would 


be ſupported by a ſtrong party in England. In an: 


ſwer to this infinuation againſt Marlborough, Lord 
-Cowper obſerved, that 1t could never be ſuggeſted 33 


2 crime in the meaneſt ſubject, much leſs in any 
EF 3 member 
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member of that auguſt aſſembly, to hold correſpon- HAP. 
dence with the allies of the nation: ſuch allies, XI. 
eſpecially, whoſe intereſt her Majeſty had declared 152 
to be inſeparable from her own, in her ſpeech at the 
opening of the ſeſſion; whereas it would be a hard 
matter to juſtify and reconcile either with our laws, 
or with the laws of honour and juſtice, the conduct 
of ſome perſons, in treating clandeſtinely with the 
common enemy, without the participation of the 
Allies. This was a frivolous argument. A corre- 
ſpondence with any perſon whatſoever becomes 
criminal, when it tends to foment the diviſions of 
one's country, and arm the people againſt their So- 
vereign. If England had it not in her power, with- 
out infringing the Jaws of juſtice and honour, to 
withdraw berfalf from a confederacy which ſhe could 
no longer ſupport, and treat for peace on her own 
bottom, then was ſhe not an aſſociate but a ſlave [1 
to the alliance. The Earl of Godolphin affirmed, | 1 
that the trade to Spain was ſuch a trifle as deſerved | 
no conſideration ; and that it would continually di- 
miniſh, until it ſhould be entirely engroſſed by the 
French merchants. Notwithſtanding theſe remon- 
ſrances againſt the plan of a peace, the majority 
agreed to an addreſs, in which they thanked the 
Queen for her extraordinary condeſcenſion in com- 
municating thoſe conditions to her Parhament ; 'and 
exprefſed an entire ſatisfaction with her conduc. A 
motion was made for a clauſe in the addreſs, defir- 
ing her Majeſty would take ſuch meaſures, in con- 
cert with her allies, as might induce them to join 
"th her in a mutual guarantee. A debate enſued : 
the queſtion was put, and the clauſe rejected. Se- 
reral noblemen entered .a proteſt, which was ex- 
punged from the Journals of the Houſe by the de- 
aſion of the majority. : | n 
XII. In the Houſe of Commons, a complaint 
was exhibited againſt Biſhop Fleetwood, who, in a 
preface to four ſermons which he had — 
] too 
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pence of the preſent adminiſtration. This piece 
was voted malicious and factious, tending to create 
diſcord and ſedition among her Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and condemned to be burned by the hands of the 
common hangman. They preſented an addreſs to 
the Queen, aſſuring her of the juſt ſenſe they had 
of the indignity offered to her, by printing and pub- 
liſbing a letter from the States-General to her Ma- 
jeſty ; and defiring ſhe would ſo far reſent ſuch in- 
ſults, as to give no anſwer for the future to any 
letters or memorials that ſhould be thus uſhered into 
the world, as inflammatory appeals to the publick, 
Mr. Hampden moved for an addreſs to her Meth 
that ſhe would give particular inſtructions to her 
Plenipotentiaries, that in the concluſion of the treaty 
of peace, the ſeveral powers in alliance with her 
Majeſty might be guarantees for the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. The 
queſtion being put was carried in the negative, 
Then the Houſe reſolved, That they had ſuch con- 
fidence in the repeated declarations her Majeſty had 
made of her concern for aſſuring to theſe kingdoms 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed, that 
they could never doubt of her taking the proper 
meaſures for the ſecurity thereof : that the Houle 
would ſupport her againſt faction at home and her 
enemies abroad, and did humbly beſeech her, that 
ſhe would be pleaſed to diſcountenance all thoſe 
who ſhould endeavour to raiſe jealouſies between 
her Majeſty and her ſubjects, eſpecially by muſrepre- 
ſenting her good intentions for the weltare of her 

ople. The Queen was extremely pleaſed with 
this reſolution. When it was preſented, ſhe told 
them, that they had ſhewn themſelves honeſt al- 
ſerters of the monarchy, zealous defenders of the con- 
ſtitution, and real friends to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. 
She thought ſhe had very little reaſon to countenance 


a compliment of ſupererogation to a Prince who had 
| 6 caballed 


rr 


d 
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the twenty-firſt day of June the Queen cloſed the 
ſeſſion with a ſpeech, expreſſing her ſatisfaction at 
the addrefſes and ſupplies ſhe had received : ſhe 
obſerved, that ſhould the treaty be broke off, their 
burthens would be at leaſt continued, if not in- 


creaſed ; that Britain would loſe the preſent oppor- 


tunity of improving her own commerce, and eſta- 
bliſhing a real balance of power in Europe; and 
that though ſome of the Allies might be gainers by 
z continuance of the war, the reſt would ſuffer in 
the common calamity. Notwithſtanding the fer- 
ment of the people, which was now riſen to a ve 
dangerous pitch, addrefſes approving the Queen's 
conduct, were preſented by the city of London, 
andall the corporations in the kingdom that eſpouſed 
the Tory intereſt. At this juncture the nation was 
ſo wholly poſſeſſed by the. ſpirit of party, that no 
zppearance of neutrality or moderation remained. 
XIII. During theſe tranſactions the trenches 
were opened before Queſnoy, and the ſiege carried 
on with uncommon vigour under cover of the forces 
commanded by the Duke of Ormond. This no- 
bleman, however, having received a copy of the 
aticles ſigned by the Marquis de Torcy, and freſh 
nſtruions from the Queen, ſignified to Prince 
Eugene and the Dutch Deputies, that the French 
King had agreed to ſeveral articles demanded by the 
Queen, as the foundation of an armiſtice ; and 
among others to put the Engliſh troops in imme- 
date poſſeſſion of Dunkirk : that he could there- 
fore no longer cover the ſiege of Queſnoy, as he 
was obliged by his inſtructions to march with the 
bntiſh troops, and thoſe in the Queen's pay, and 
declare a ſuſpenſion of arms as ſoon as he ſhould be 
poſſefſed of Dunkirk. He expreſſed his hope, that 
they would readily acquieſce in theſe inſtructions, 
ſeeing their concurrence would act as the moſt pow- 
nul motive to induce the Queen to take all BE 
| ible 
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B O O Rfible care of their intereſts at the Congreſs ; and he 
I. . endeavoured to demonſtrate, that Dunkirk, as 3 
1712, Cautionary town, was a place of greater conſequence 
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to the Allies than Queſnoy. The Deputies deſired 
he would delay his march five days, that they might 
have time to conſult their principals, and he granted 
three days without heſitation. Prince Eugene ob- 
ſerved, that his marching off with the Britiſh troops, 
and the foreigners in the Queen's pay, would leave 
the Allies at the mercy of the enemy ; but he hoped 
theſe laſt would not obey the Duke's order. He 
and the Deputies had already tampered with their 
commanding Officers, who abſolutely refuſed to obey 
the Duke of Ormond, alledging, that they could 
not ſeparate from the confederacy without expreſs 
directions from their maſters, to whom they had 
diſpatched couriers. An extraordinary afſembiy of 
the States was immediately ſummoned to meet at 
the Hague. The miniſters of the Allies were in- 
vited to the conferences. At length, the Princes 
whoſe troops were in the pay of Britain affured them, 
that they would maintain them under the command 
of Prince Eugene for one month at their own ex- 
pence, and afterwards ſuſtain half the charge, — 
vided the other half ſhould be defrayed by the Em- 
peror and States-General. 

XIV. The Biſhop of Briſtol imparted to the 
other Plenipotentiaries at Utrecht the conceſſions 
which France would make to the Allies; and pro- 
poſed a ſuſpenſion of arms for two months, that they 
might treat in a friendly manner, and adjuſt the de. 
mands of all the Confederates. To this propoſal 
they made no other anſwer, but that they had no 
inſtructions on the ſubject. Count Zinzendorf, the 
firſt Imperial Plenipotentiary, preſented a memoril 
to the States-General, explaining the danger that 
would reſult to the common cauſe from a ceſſation 
of arms; and exhorting them to perſevere in thei 
generous and vigorous reſolutions. He propoſe F 

renew: 
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renewal of the alliance for recovering the Spaniſh c HAP. 


monarchy to the Houſe of Auſtria, and a certain 
plan for proſecuting the war with redoubled ardour. 
Prince Eugene, in order to dazzle the Confederates 
with ſome bold enterprize, detached Major-General 
Groveſtein, with fifteen hundred cavalry to pene- 
tate into the heart of France. This officer about 
the middle of June, advanced to Champagne, 
paſſed the Noire, the Maeſe, the Moſelle, and the 
Saar, and retired to Traerbach with a rich booty, 
and a great number of hoſtages, after having extorted 
contributions as far as the gates of Metz, ravaged 
the country, and reduced a great number of villages 
and towns to aſhes. The conſternation produced 
by this irruption reached the city of Paris: the 
King of France did not think himſelf ſafe at Ver- 
allles with his ordinary guards: all the troops in the 
neighbourhood of the capital were aſſembled about 
the palace. Villars ſent a detachment after Grove- 
ſtein, as ſoon as he underſtood his deſtination : but 
the other had gained a day's march of the French 
troops which had the mortification to follow him fo 


nllages he had deſtroyed. By way of retaliation, 
Major-General Paſteur, a French partiſan, made an 
excurſion beyond Bergen-op-zoom, and ravaged the 

iſland of Tortola belonging to Zealand. | 
\ XV. The Earl of Strafford having returned to 
Holland, propoſed a ceſſation of arms to the States- 
General, by whom it was rejected. Then he pro- 
ceeded to the army of the Duke of Ormond, where 
be arrived in a few days after the reducton of Queſ- 
toy, the garriſon of which were made priſoners of 
nar on the fourth day of July. The officers of the 
foreign troops had a ſecond time refuſed to obey a 
mtten order of the Duke; and ſuch a ſpirit of ani- 
molity began to prevail between the Engliſh and the 
Alles, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to effect a 
peedy ſeparation, Prince Eugene reſolved to un- 
dertake 


coſe, that they found the flames ſtill burning in the 


. 


1712. 


"EF. oY RE 


— A — — 2 bh W - * — - - — — — ug — 
5 3 . 3 — 62 — — — — 3 3 — 2 0 — 
: 4 \ * — — - _ + oo — _ — 3 — — 2 323 32  _—— ——_— = woo . 1 — . 
; —— 0 ED — — mY - g * — : E — OS * == ca 2 f 
' g * . — ww, . 6 — * _ 4 
— N — - 0 , 4 A 4 ” * * 1 * e < ; l 
— 2 — card n * — x. 2 = . Fm * _ : - — —_ | L - I mY 1 2 — 
: l 5 ” N 
5 — — _ FR" * 2 —— ” _ 3 po” — # "= 10 — = — as — * _ = > — 
— p . _ A * . - - - 8 : 
— os — — — 3 s — — — - _ 3 a* -- l Ld 38 © 7 * 2 + wo, — > — - * — 
* a a ; ” 4 b 2 5 © 2x: HSC: 


N 


„ 


252 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


B O o Kdertake the ſiege of Landrecy : a deſign is ſaid o MI 
I have been formed by the German Generals to con- Th 
17. fine the Duke, on pretence of the arrears that were po! 
due to them, and to diſarm the Britiſh troops, leſt En 
they ſhould join the French army. In the mean r 


time a literary correſpondence was maintained be- m 
tween the Engliſh General and the Mareſchal de os 
Villars. France having conſented to deliver up ney 


Dunkirk, a body of troops was tranfported from han 
England under the command of Brigadier Hill, and 
who took poſſeſſion of the place on the ſeventh day brit 
of July ; the French garriſon retired to Winoxberg, 
On the ſixteenth of the ſame month Prince Eugene lev 
marched from his camp at Haſpre, and was followed ll Epe 
by all the auxiliaries in the Britith pay, except a und 
few battalions of the troops of Holſtein-Gottorp, and 
Walef's regiment of dragoons, belonging to the 
State of Liege. | | elk 
$ XVI. Landrecy was immediately inveſted : Wi © 
while the Duke of Ormond, with the Engliſh forces, wel 


removed from Chateau-Cambreſis, and encamping Wl A 
at Avenſne-le-Secq, proclaimed by ſound of trum- and 
* a ceſſation of arms for two months. On the den 
ame day the like armiſtice was declared in the cg 


French army. The Dutch were ſo exaſperated at 
the ſeceſſion of the Engliſh troops, that the Gover- that 


N nors would not allow the Earl of Strafford to entet _ 
ll Bouehaine, nor the Britiſh army to paſs through — 
5 


0 Douay, though in that town they had left a great 
0 quantity of ſtores, together with their general hol- a 
pital, Prince Eugene and the Dutch Deputic, iſ © 
underſtanding that the Duke of Ormond had begun 
his march towards Ghent, began to be in pain for 

that city, and ſent Count Naſſau Woodenburgh to conſe 
him with a written apology, condemning and di- 
avowing the conduct and commandants of Bouchain 
and Douay : but, notwithſtanding theſe excuſes, the Prin 
Engliſh troops afterwards. met with the ſame treat- 7 r 


ment at Tournay, Oudenarde, and Liſle: rer. 
wWhic 
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which were reſented by the whole Britiſh nation. c HAP. 
The Duke, however, purſued his march, and took XI. 
feffion of Ghent and Bruges for the Queen of 73 


1712. 


England: then he reinforced the garriſon of Dun- 
kik, which he likewiſe ſupplied with artillery and 
ammunition. His conduct was no leſs agreeable to 
his Sovereign, than mortifying to the Dutch, who 
never dreamed of leaving Ghent and Bruges in the 
hands of the Engliſh, and were now fairly outwitted 
and anticipated by the motions and expedition of the 
Britiſh General. | 

XVII. The loſs of the Britrſh forces was ſoon 
ſeverely felt in the allied army. Villars attacked a 
ſeparate body of their troops, encamped at Denain, 
under the command of the Farl of Albermarle. 
Their entrenchments were forced, and ſeventeen 
battalions either killed or taken. The Earl him- 
lt and all the ſurviving officers were made priſon- 
es, Five hundred waggons loaded with bread, 
welve pieces of braſs cannon, a large quantity of 
amunition and proviſions, a great number of horſes, 
and conſiderable booty fell into the hands of the 
enemy : this advantage they gained 1n fight of Prince 
Eugene, who advanced on the other fide of the 
Yhelde to ſuſtain Albermarle ; but the bridge over 
that river was broken down by accident; ſo that he 
ws prevented from lending the leaſt aſſiſtance. 
Villars immediately inveſted Merchiennes, where 
the principal ſtores of the Allies were lodged. The 
place was ſurrendered on the laſt day of July: and 
the garriſon, conſiſting of five thouſand men, were 
conducted priſoners to Valenciennes. He afterwards 
undertook the ſiege of Douay ; an enterprize, in 
conſequence of which Prince Lugene abandoned his 


deign on Landrecy, and marched towards the 


French, in order to hazard an engagement. The 
fates, however, would not run the riſque ; and the 
Prince had the mortification to ſee Douay reduced 
by the enemy. He could not even prevent their 

retaking 
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B O © Kretaking Queſnoy and Bouchain, of which place; Wl * 
{. they were in poſſeſſion before the tenth day of Odo. W 
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The populace inſulted the Earl of Strafford and the 
| Marquis 


1712 ber. The Allies enjoyed no other compenſation ol 

for their great loſſes, but the conqueſt of Fort re 

Knocque, which was ſurprized by one of their par- al 

tiſans. 1 en 

XVIII. The Britiſh miniſters at the Congres . k 

continued to preſs the Dutch and other allies to Qu 

join in the armiſtice; but they were deaf to the pro- le 

poſal, and concerted meaſures for a vigorous proſe- * 

cution of the war. Then the Earl of Strafford in. lis 

ſiſted upon their admitting to the Congreſs the Ple. r 

nipotentiaries of King Philip: but he found them + 
J equally averſe to this expedient. In the beginning . 
1 of Auguſt, Secretary St. John, now created Lord uh 
. Viſcount Bolingbroke, was ſent to the court of Ver- : { 
bby failles incognito, to remove all obſtructions to the 
1 treaty between England and France. He was ac- cl 
. companied by Mr. Prior, and the Abbe Gualtier, Em 
1 treated with the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of reſpect, il ® 
' carefſed by the French King and the Marquis de f © 
. Torcy, with whom he adjuſted the principal intereſts wa 
W of the Duke of Savoy and the Elector of Bavaria. 7 
3 He ſettled the time and manner of the renunciation, g þ 
i and agreed to a ſuſpenſion of arms by ſea and land * 
1 (ted 
i for four months between the crowns of France and 10 

| England : this was accordingly proclaimed at Pans 1 

5 and London. The negociation being finiſhed in 4 N 
ö if few days, Bolingbroke returned to England, and — 
5 Prior remained as reſident at the court of France. 
1 The States-General breathed nothing but war: the = 

54 Penſionary Heinſius pronounced an oration in their Uhr 

„ aſſembly, repreſenting the impoſſibility of conclud- 4 * 

5 ing a peace without loſing the fruits of all the blood lle 

} and treaſure they had expended. The conferences — 

Fl at Utrecht were interrupted by a quarrel between the OE 

[| domeſticks of Menager, and thoſe of the Count de % — 

If Rechteren, one of the Dutch Plenipotendianes. 


re 
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Marquis del Borgo, miniſter of Savoy, whoſe maſter CB A P. 
was reported to have agreed to the armiſtice. Theſe . 
obſtructions being removed, the conferences were ,; 1. 1 
renewed, and the Britiſn Plenipotentiaries exerted 

all their rhetorick, both in publick and private, to \ 

engage the Allies in the Queen's meaſures. At 

length the Duke of Savoy was prevailed upon to ac- 4 
quieſce in the offers of France. Mr. Thomas Har- 7 
ley had been ſent ambaſſador to Hanover, with a | 
new to perſuade. the Elector that it would be for 
his intereſt to co-operate with her Majeſty : but that 4 
Prince's reſolution was already taken. © Whenever { k 


— 32 
- _ _ 


Portugal held out againſt the remonſtrances of Eng- 
and, until the Marquis de Bay invaded that king- 


| WY © it {hall pleaſe Gop (ſaid he) to call me to the 4 
( © throne of Britain, I hope to act as becomes me = 
i Wl © for the advantage of my people: in the mean WW. 
ame, ſpeak to me as to a German Prince, and a | 1 
„ © Prince of the Empire,” Nor was ſhe more ſuc- wy 
WH c:fful in her endeavours to bring over the King of 1 
„baia to her fentiments. In the mean time, i 
bad Lexington was appointed ambaſſador to Ma- fi a 
e (did, where King Philip ſolemnly ſwore to obſerve 4 
b the renunciation, which was approved and confirmed 1 . 
„ uche Cortez. The like renunciation to the crown "oY 
f of Spain was afterwards made by the Princes of 1 | 
| I ance; and Philip was: declared incapable of ſuc- th 
id ceeding to the Crown of that realm. The court of 1 
1 dom at the head of twenty thouſand men, and under- | 
Wk the fiege of Campo-Major, and they found 


he they had no longer any hope. of being affiſted by her 
er itannick Majeſty. The Portugueſe miniſter at 
4. DUuecht ſigned the ſuſpenſion of arms on the ſeventh 
od lay of November, and: excuſed this ſtep to the 
ces Allies, as the pure effect of neceſſity. The Engliſh 
me wops in Spain were ordered to ſeparate. from the 
de my of Count Staremberg, and march to the neigh- 
ies. hood of Barcelona, where they were embarked 

| on 
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Bo OKon board an Engliſh ſquadron, commanded by Sit 
J. John Jennings, and tranſported to Minorca. 

179122. XIX. The campaign being at an end in the 17 

Netherlands, the Duke of Ormond returned to Eng- 

land, where the party diſputes were become mote 

violent than ever. The Whigs affected to celebrate Wil ** 

the anniverſary of the late King's birth-day, in Lon- 

don, with extraordinary rejoicings. Mobs were Bi bu 

hired by both factions ; and the whole city was filled wh 

with not and uproar. A ridiculous ſcheme was x 

contrived to frighten the Lord Treaſurer with ſome 


ſquibs in a band-box, which the miniſters magnified 

into a conſpiracy. The Duke of Hamilton having 8 
been appointed ambaſſador- extraordinary to the Col 
court of France, the Whigs were alarmed on the WW. 
ſuppoſition that this nobleman favoured the Preten- ¶ dre. 


der. Some diſpute ariſing between the Duke and Ihe 
Lord Mohun, on the ſubject of a law-ſuit, furniſned iy... 
a pretence for a quarrel. Mohun, who had been 
twice tried for murther, and was. counted a. mean 


tool, as well as the heQor of the Whig party, ſear I . 
a meſſage by General Macartney to the Duke, cha- hd 

lenging him to ſingle combat. The principals met I - a. 
by appointment in Hyde-Park, attended by Macart- rade 


ney and Colonel Hamilton. They fought with 
ſuch fury, that Mohun was killed upon the ſpot, and N d! 
the Duke expired before he could be conveyed to H ted 
his own bd Macartney diſappeared, and eſcaped N Duke 
in diſguiſe to the continent. Colonel Hamilton de- Lond 
clared upon oath before the privy- council, that when WW: 
the principals engaged, he and Macartney followed "Ip 
their example ; \ Macartney was immediately WI. 
diſarmed; but the Colonel ſeeing the Duke fall upon de & 
his antagoniſt, threw away the ſwords, and ran 0 'F: 
ft him up: that while he was employed in railing H 
the Duke, Macartney, having taken up one of the Mates 
ſwords, ſtabbed his Grace over Hamilton's ſhoulde!, Waun 
and retired immediately. A proclamation Ws BW. -. 


iſſued, promiſing a reward of five hundred 1 ported 
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ey; and the Ducheſs of Hamilton offered three hun- 


daimed againſt this event as a party duel : they 
treated Macartney as a cowardly aflaſſin ; and at- 
firmed that the Whigs had poſted others of the 
ame ſtamp all round Hyde-park, to murder the 
Duke of Hamilton, in caſe he had triumphed over 


his antagoniſt, and eſcaped the treachery of Macarte 
hat 


ney. The Whigs on the other hand affirmed, t 
it was altogether a private quarrel : that Macartney 
nas entirely innocent of the pertidy laid to his charge: 
that he afterwards ſubmitted to a fair tnal, at which 
Colonel Hamilton prevaricated in giving his evi- 
dence, and was contradicted by the teſtimony of 
divers perſons who ſaw the combat at a diſtance. 
The Duke of Marlborough, hearing himſelf accuſed 
sthe author of thoſe party miſchiefs, and ſeeing his 
enemies grow every day more and more implacable, 
thought-proper to retire to the continent, where he 
ws followed by his Ducheſs. His friend Godolphin 
had died in September, with the general character 
of an able, cool, diſpaſſionate Miniſter, who had 
rendered himſelf neceſſary to four ſucceſſive Sove- 
ragns, and managed the finances with equal {kill 
ad integrity, The Duke of Shrewſbury was nonu- 
ted Ambaſſador to France, in the room of the 
Duke of Hamilton : the Duke d'Aumont arrived at 
London in the ſame quality from the Court of Ver- 
alles ; and about the ſame time the Queen granted 
a audience to the Marquis de Monteleone, whom 
Tulip had appointed one of his Plenipotentiaries at 
tie Congreſs. 8 | 

XX. In vain had the Britiſh miniſters in Hol- 
he land endeavoured to overcome the obſtinacy of the 
* dates-General, by alternate threats, promiſes, and 
sf cents. In vain did they repreſent, that the 


inds onfederacy againſt France could be no longer ſup- 


oed with any proſpect of ſucceſs : that the Queen's 
VOL. 11, 8 | aim 


to thoſe who ſhould apprehend or diſcover Macart-c HAP. 
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dred pounds for the ſame purpoſe. The Tories ex- 171. 
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B O o Kaim had. been to procure reaſonable terms for her 
1. allies ; but that their oppoſition to-her meaſures pre. 
1712, Vented her from obtaining ſuch conditions as {he 
would have a right to demand in their favour, were 

they unanimous in their conſultations. In Novem- 

ber, the Earl of Strafford preſented a new plan of 
peace, in which the Queen promiſed to inſiſt upon | 
France's ceding to the States the city of Tournay, 
and ſome other places which they could not exped 
to poſſeſs, ſhould ſhe conclude a ſeparate treaty, 
They now began to waver in their councils. The 
firſt tranſports of their reſentment having ſubſided, 
they plainly perceived that the continuation of the 
war would entail upon them a burthen which they 


could not bear, eſpecially fince the Duke of Savoy Ml © 
and the King of Portugal had deſerted the alliance: 0 
beſides, they were ſtaggered by the affair of the new Wi | 
barrier, ſo much more advantageous than that which Wl '0 
France had propoſed in the beginning of the con- t 
ferences. They were influenced by another motive: i 
namely, the apprehenſion of new miſchiefs to the H 
Empire from the King of Sweden, whoſe affair: * 
ſeemed to take a favourable turn at the Ottoman (i {an 
Porte, through the interceſſion of the French Mo- the 
narch. The Czar and King Auguſtus had pene- Wi «fi 
trated into Pomerania: the King of Denmark had ſur 
taken Staden, reduced Bremen, and laid Hamburgh 
under contribution ; but Count Steenbock, the Swe- Aft 
diſh General, defeated the Daniſh army in Meck- Brit 
lenburg, ravaged Holſtein with great barbarity, 8 ite 
and reduced the town of Altena to aſhes. The left 
Grand Signior threatened to declare war againſt the beer 
Czar, on pretence that he had not performed ſome fo uU 
eſſential articles of the late peace; but his real mo- they 
tive was an inclination to ſupport the King of Swe. © th 
den. This diſpoſition, however, was defeated by a they 
powerful party at the Porte, who were averſe to war. I Len 
Charles, who ftill remained at Bender, was defired = 
t 


to return to lus own kingdom, and given to _ 
anc, 
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fand, that the Sultan would procure him a ſafe paſ-c HAP. 
fage. He treated the perſon who brought this inti- XI. 
mation with the moſt outrageous inſolence; rejected M4 
the propoſal ; fortified his houſe, and reſolved to 
defend himſelf to the laſt extremity. Being attacked 

by a conſiderable body of Turkiſh forces, he and his 
attendants fought with the moſt frantick valour. 

They flew ſome hundreds of the affailants ; but at 

laſt the Turks ſet fire to the houſe : ſo that he was 
obliged to ſurrender himſelf and his followers, who 

were generally fold for ſlaves. He himſelf was con- 

eyed under a ſtrong guard to Adrianople. Mean- 

while the Czar landed with an army in Finland, 

which he totally reduced. Steenbock maintained 
lamſelf in Tonningen until all his ſupplies were cut 

off, and then he was obliged to deliver himſelf and 

his troops priſoners of war. But this reverſe was not 
foreſeen when the Dutch dreaded a rupture between 

the Porte and the Muſcovites, and were given to under- 

land that the Turks would revive the troubles in 
Hungary, In that caſe, they knew the Emperor 

would recal great part of his troops from the Nether- 

lands, where the burthen of the war muſt lie upon 

their ſhoulders. After various conſultations in their 
ufferent aſſemblies, they came into the Queen's mea- 

lures, and ſigned the Barrier treaty. 

XXI. Then the Plenipotentiaries of the four 
Afociated Circles preſented a remonſtrance to the 
britiſh miniſters at Utrecht, imploring the Queen's 
uterpoſition in their favour, that they might not be 
et in the miſerable condition to which they had 
been reduced by former treaties. They were given 
o underſtand, that if they ſhould not obtain what 
ley defired, they themſelves would be juſtly blamed 
s the authors of their own diſappointment : that 
they had been deficient in furniſhing. their propor- 
uon of troops and other neceſſaries; and left the 
whole burthen of the war to fall upon the Queen 
nd the States in the Netherlands: that when a ceſ- 
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B O o kſation was judged neceſſary, they had deſerted her 


I. 


1712. 


Majeſty to follow the chimerical projects of Prince 
Eugene ; that while ſhe proſecuted the war with the 
utmoſt vigour, they had acted with coldneſs and in- 
difference; but when ſhe inclined to peace they be- 
gan to exert themſelves in proſecuting hoſtilities 
with uncommon eagerneſs : that, nevertheleſs, the 
would not abandon their intereſts, but endeavour to 
procure for them as good conditions as their pre- 
poſterous conduct would allow her to demand. Eyen 
the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries began to talk in 
more moderate terms. Zinzendorf declared that 
his maſter was very well diſpoſed to promote a ge- 
neral peace, and no longer inſiſted on a ceſſion of 
the Spamſh monarchy to the Houſe of Aufira, 
Philip's Miniſters, together with thoſe of Bavan: 
and Cologne, were admitted to the Congreſs : and 
now the Plenipotentiaries of Britain acted as mediators 
for the reſt of the Allies. 

| XXII. The pacification between France and 
England was retarded, however, by ſome unforeſeen 
difficulties that aroſe in adjuſting the commerce and 
the limits of the countries poſſeſſed by both nations 
in North-America. A long diſpute enſued ; and 
the Duke of Shrew{bury and Prior held many cos 
ferences with the French miniſtry : at length it wa 
compromiſed, though not much to the advantage 6 
Great-Britain ; and the Engliſh Plenipotentianes 
received an order to ſign a ſeparate treaty. They 
declared to the Miniſters of the other Powers, that 
they and ſome other Plenipotentiaries were ready to 
ſign their reſpective treaties on the eleventh day of 
April. Count Zinzendorf endeavoured to poſtpont 
this tranſaction until he ſhould be furniſhed wit 
freſh inſtructions from Vienna; and even threatene 
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Imperial Majeſty ſhould have time to conſider whe-c HAP. 
ther he would or would not accept the propoſals : XI. 
but this time was extended no farther than the gt 
day of June; nor would they agree to a ceſſation of Bolingbr. 
ams during that interval. Meanwhile the peace nat. 
with France was ſigned in different treaties by the Mil. RiR. 
Plenipotentiaries of Great-Britain, Savoy, Pruſſia, of he 
Portugal, and the States-General. On the four- Marlbo- 
teenth day of the month the Britiſh Plenipotentiaries rough. 
delvered to Count Zinzendorf, in writing, “ Offers 
and demands of the French King for making peace 
„with the Houſe of Auſtria and the Empire.” The 
Count and the Miniſters of the German Princes ex-- 
clamed againſt the inſolence of France, which had 
not even beſtowed the title of Emperor on Joſeph : 
but wanted to impoſe terms upon them with relation 
tothe Electors of Cologn and Bavaria. 

XXIII. The treaties of peace and commerce an. 2713 
a between England and France being ratitied by the 


Queen of England, the Parliament was aſſembled 


> TY ww 


* on the ninth day of April, the Queen told them 
anche treaty was ſigned, and that in a few days the 
0" Wl ratifications would be exchanged. She faid, what 5 
yo ſhe had done for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and the | 


ern friendſhip ſubſiſting between her and the 
= Jouſe of Hanover, would convince thoſe who wiſhed - 
well to both, and deſired the quiet and ſafety of 
WHT their country, how vain all attempts were to divide 
nc) BN them. She left it entircly to the Houſe of Commons 
to determine what force might be neceſſary for the 
ſecurity of trade by ſea, and for guards and garri- 
lons. © Make yourſelves ſafe (faid ſhe) and I ſhall 
* be ſatisfied. Next to the protection of the Divine 
* Providence, I depend upon the loyalty and affec- 
tion of my people. I want no other guarantee.” 
dhe recommended to their protection thoſe brave 
men who had expoſed their lives in the ſervice of 
their country, and could not be employed in time of 
peace, She deſired they would concert proper mea- 
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people. She expreſſed her diſpleaſure at the ſcan- 
dalous and ſeditious hbels which had been lately 
ubliſhed. She exhorted them to conſider of new 
laws, to prevent this licentiouſneſs, as well as for 
putting a ſtop to the impious practice of duelling, 
She conjured them to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
calm the minds of men at home, that the arts of 
peace might be cultivated ; and that groundleſ; 
jealouſies, contrived by a faction, and fomented by 
party rage, might not effect that which their foreign 
enemies could not accompliſh. This was the lan- 
guage of a pious, candid, and benevolent Sovereign, 
who loved her ſubjects with a truly parental affec- 
tion. The Parhament conſidered her in that light. 
Each Houſe preſented her with a warm addreis of 
thanks and congratulation, expreſſing, in particular, 
their inviolable attachment to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover. The 
ratifications of the treaty being exchanged, the peace 
was proclaimed on the fifth of May with the uſual 
ceremonies, to the inexpreſſible joy of the nation in 
general. It was about this period that the Chevalier 
de St. George conveyed a printed remonſtrance to 
the Miniſters at Utrecht, ſolemnly proteſting againſt 
all that might be ſtipulated to his prejudice. The 
Commons, in a ſecond addreſs, had beſought her 
Majeſty to communicate to the Houſe in due time 
the treaties of peace and commerce with France; 
and now they were produced by Mr. Benſon, Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer. | 
XXIV. By the treaty of peace the French King 
obliged himſelf to abandon the Pretender, and ac- 
knowledge the Queen's title and the Proteſtant fuc- 
cefſion ; to raiſe the fortifications of Dunkirk within 
a limited time, on condition of receiving an equi. 
lent; to cede Newfoundland, Hudſon's Bay, or 
| t. Chril- 
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| 
' 
St. Chriſtopher's to England; but the French were c HAP. | 
left in poſſeſſion of Cape Breton, and at liberty to . 71 
dry their fiſh in Newfoundland. By the treaty of 1513. 
commerce a free trade was eſtabliſhed, according to | 
the tariff of the year one thouſand fix hundred and | 
ſxty-four, except in ſome commodities that were | 
ſubjected to new regulations in the year ſixteen hun- 
dred and ninety-nine. It was agreed, That no other | 
duties ſhould be impoſed on the productions of p 
France imported into England, than thoſe that were 
lud on the ſame commodities from other countries; ; 
and, That Comnuſlaries ſhould meet at London, to Y 
adjuſt all matters relating to commerce; as for the 5 
tanff with Spain, it was not yet finiſhed. It was 1 
ſtipulated, That the Emperor ſhould poſſeſs the 
kingdom of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the 
dpaniſn Netherlands: That the Duke of Savoy 
ſhould enjoy Sicily, with the title of King: That 
the ſame title, with the iſland of Sardinia, ſhould be 
allotted to the Elector of Bavaria, as an indemnifi- 
cation for his loſſes: That the States-General ſhould 
reſtore Liſle and its dependencies : That Namur, 
Charleroy, Luxembourg, Ypres, and Newport ſhould 
be added to the other places they already poſſeſſed 
in Flanders: and, That the King of Pruffia ſhould - 
nave Upper-Gueldre, in lieu of Orange and the other 
ates belonging to that family in Franche Comte. 
The King of Portugal was ſatisfied ; and the firſt day 
of June was fixed as the period of time granted to the 
Emperor for conſideration. 

XXV. A day being appointed by the Commons 
to deliberate ' upon the treaty of commerce, very 
juſt and weighty objections were made to the eighth 
and ninth articles, importing, That Great-Britain 
ad France thould mutually enjoy all the privileges 
n trading with each other that either granted to the 
moſt favoured nation; and that no higher cuſtoms $ 
ſhould be exacted from the commodities of France, 4 
dan thoſe that were drewn from the ſame produc- 1 

tions 1 
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tions of any other people. The balance of trade 
having long inclined to the fide of France, ſevere 
duties had been laid on all the productions and ma- 
nufactures of that kingdom, fo as almoſt to amount 
to a total prohibition. Some members obſerved, 
that by the treaty between England and Portugal, 
the duties charged upon the wines of that country 
were lower than thoſe laid upon the wines of France; 
that ſhould they now be reduced to an equality, the 
difference of freight was ſo great, that the French 
wines would be found much cheaper than thoſe of 
Portugal ; and, as they were more agreeable to the 
taſte of the nation in general, there would be no 
market for the Portugueſe wines in England: that 
ſhould this be the cafe, the Engliſh would loſe their 
trade with Portugal, the moſt advantageous of any 
traffick which they now carried on: for it conſumed 
a great quantity of their manufactures, and returned 
a yearly ſum of fix hundred thouſand pounds in 
gold. Mr. Nathaniel Gould, formerly Governor of 
the Bank, affirmed, that as France had, ſince the 
Revolution, encouraged woollen manufactures, and 
prepared at home ſeveral commodities which for- 
merly they drew from England; ſo the Engliſh had 
learned to make filk ſtuffs, paper, and all manner 
of toys, formerly imported from France: by which 
means an infinite number of artificers were employed, 
and a vaſt ſum annually ſaved to the nation: but 
theſe people would now be reduced to beggary, and 
that money loſt again to the kingdom, ſhould French 
commodities of the ſame kind be imported under 
ordinary duties, becauſe labour was much cheaper 
in France than in England, conſequently the Britifh 
manufactures would be underſold and ruined. H: 
urged, that the ruin of the filk manufacture would 
be attended with another diſadvantage. Great quan- 
tities of woollen cloths were vended in Italy and 
Turkey, in conſequence of the raw filk which the 


Engliſh merchants bought up in thoſe 3 — ; 
| and, 


Union, ſtipulating, That no duty ſhould be laid on 
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thoſe markets for Britiſh commodities would fail of 
courſe. Others alledged, that if the articles of com- 
merce had been ſettled before the Engliſh troops 
{-narated from thoſe of the Confederates, the French 
king would not have preſumed to inſiſt upon ſuch 
terms, but have been glad to comply with more 
moderate conditions. Sir William Wyndham re- 
feed on the late miniſtry, for having neglected to 
make an advantageous peace when it was 1n their 
power. He ſaid that Portugal would always have 
occafion for the woollen manufactures and the corn 
of England, and be obliged to buy them at all 
erents. After a violent debate, the Houſe reſolved, 
by a great majority, That a bill ſhould be brought 
in to make good the eighth and ninth articles of 
the treaty of commerce with France. Againſt theſe 
aticles however, the Portugueſe Miniſter preſented 
à memorial, declaring, that ſhould the duties on 
French wines be lowered to the ſame level with thoſe 
that were laid on the wines of Portugal, his maſter 
would renew the prohibition of the woollen manu- 
factures, and other products of Great-Britain. In- 
deed, all the trading part of the nation exclaimed 
zanſt the treaty of commerce, which ſeems to have 
been concluded in a hurry, before the Miniſters fully 
underſtood the nature of the ſubject. This preci- 
pitation was owing to the fears that their endeavours 
atter peace would miſcarry, from the intrigues of 
the Whig faction, and the obſtnate oppoſition of 
the Confederates. 

XXVI. The Commons having granted an aid 
of two ſhillings in the pound, proceeded to renew 
tie duty on malt for another year, and extended this 
tax to the whole iſland, notwithſtanding the warm 
remonſirances of the Scottiſh members, who repre- 
ſented it as a burthen which their country could not 
bear. They infiſted upon an expreſs article of the 


the 
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B 0 OKthe malt in Scotland during the war, which they d. 
1. affirmed was not yet finiſhed, inaſmuch as the peace m 
1713. with Spain had not been proclaimed. During the be 
adjournment of the Parliament, on account of the Wi p: 
Whittun-holidays, the Scots of both Houſes, laying 
aſide all party diſtindions, met and deliberated on 
this ſubject. They deputed the Duke of Argyle 
the Earl of Mar, Mr. Lockhart, and Mr. Cockbum, 
to lay their grievances before the Queen. They re. 
preſented, that their countrymen bore with impa. 
tience the violation of ſome articles of the Union; 
and that the impoſition of ſuch an inſupportable 
burthen as the malt-tax would, in all probabiliy, 
prompt them to declare the union diſſolved. The 
ueen alarmed at this remonſtrance, anſwered, 
that ſhe wiſhed they might not have cauſe to repent 
of ſuch a precipitate reſolution ; but ſhe would en- 
deavour to make all things eaſy. On the firſt day 
of June the Earl of Findlater, in the Houſe of Peer, 
repreſented that the Scottiſh nation was aggrieved 
in many inftances : that they were deprived of : 
Privy-council, and ſubjected to the Engliſh laws in 
caſes of treaſon : that their nobles were rendered 
incapable of being created Britiſh Peers ; and that 
now they were oppreſſed with the inſupportable bu 
then of a malt-tax, when they had reaſon to expect 
they ſhould reap the benefit of peace : he theretore 
moved, that leave might be given to bring in a bil 
for diſſolving the Union, and ſecuring the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion to the Houſe of Hanover. Lord North 
and Grey affirmed, that the complaints of the Scots 
were groundleſs; that the diffolution of the Union 
was impracticable ; and he made ſome ſarcaſtick fe. 
flections on the poverty of that nation. He was at 
ſwered by the Earl of Eglinton, who admitted tu 
Scots were poor, and therefore unable to pay the 
malt-tax. The Earl of Ilay, among other pertinent 
remarks upon the Union, obſerved, that when the 


treaty was made, the Scots took it for granted, * 
the 
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he Parliament of Great-Britain would never load c HAP. 
them with any impoſition that they had reaſon to LI. 
believe grievous. The Earl of Peterborough com- 1513. 


pared the Union to a marriage. He ſaid, that 
though England, who muſt be ſuppoſed the huſband, 
might in {ome inſtances prove unkind to the lady, 
ſhe ought not immediately to fue for a divorce, the 
rather becauſe ſhe had very much mended her for- 
tune by the match. Ilay replied, that marriage was 
an ordinance of Gop, and the Union no more than 
a political expedient. 'The other affirmed, that the 
contract could not have been more ſolemn, unleſs, 
like the ten commandments, it had come from 
heaven: he inveighed againſt the Scots as a people 
that would never be ſatisfied : that would have all 
the advantages reſulting from the Union, but would 
pay nothing by their good-will, although they had 
received more money from England than the amount 
of all their eſtates. To theſe animadverſions the 
Duke of Argyle made a very warm reply. * I have 
been reflected on by ſome people (ſaid he) as 
*1fI was diſguſted, and had changed ſides : but TI 
* deſpiſe their perſons, as much as I undervalue 
* their judgement.” He urged, that the malt-tax 
n Scotland was like taxing land by the acre through- 
out England, becauſe land was worth five pounds 
a acrein the neighbourhood of London, and would 
not fetch ſo many ſhillings in the remote counties. 
In like manner, the Englith malt was valued at four 
times the price of that which was made in Scotland: 
therefore, the tax in this country muſt be levied by 
a regiment of dragoons. He owned he had a great 
are in making the Union, with a view to ſecure 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion ; but he was now ſatisfied 
tis end might be anſwered as effectually if the Union 
was diſſolved; and, if this ſtep ſhould not be taken, 
he did not expect long to have either property left 
n Scotland, or liberty in England. All the Whig 
members voted for the diflolution of that treaty 
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B O o Kwhich they had ſo eagerly promoted; while the Ts. 
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ries ſtrenuouſly ſupported the meaſure againſt which 
they had once argued with ſuch vehemence. In the 
courſe of the debate, the Lord-Treaſurer obſerved, 
that although the malt-tax was impoſed, it might 
be afterwards remitted by the Crown. The Earl 
of Sunderland expreſſed ſurprize at hearing that 
noble Lord broach a doctrine which tended to eſia. 
bliſn a deſpotick diſpenſing power, and arbitrary 
government. Oxford replied, his family had never 
been famous, as ſome others had been, for promoting 
and adviſing arbitrary meaſures. Sunderland, con- 
dering this expreſſion as a ſarcaſm levelled at the 
memory of his father, took occaſion to vindicate his 
conduct, adding, that in thoſe days the other Lord's 
family was hardly known. Much violent altercation 
was diſcharged. At length the motion for the bil 
was rejected by a ſmall majority, and the malt-bill 
afterwards paſſed with great difficulty. 

XXVII. Another bill being brought into the 
Houſe of Commons, for rendering the treaty of 
commerce effectual, ſuch a number of petition 
were delivered againſt it, and ſo many ſolid argu- 
ments advanced by the merchants who were ex 
mined on the ſubject, that even a great number 6 
Tory members were convinced of the bad cone. 
quence it would produce to trade, and voted again 
the miniſtry on this occaſion ; ſo that the bill ws 
rejected by a majority of nine voices. At the fam 
time, however, the Houſe agreed to an addrels 
thanking her Majeſty for the great care ſhe had 
taken of the ſecurity and honour of her kingdoms 
the treaty of peace; as alſo for having laid fo good 
a foundation for the intereſt of her people in trade. 
They likewiſe beſought her to appoint Commuſlionen 
to treat with thoſe of France, for adjuſting uct 
matters as ſhould be neceflary to be ſettled on the 
ſubje& of commerce, that the treaty might be cx. 
plained and perfected for the good and 1 
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her people. The Queen interpreted this addreſsc HA p. 


into a full approbation of the treaties of peace and XI. 
commerce, and thanked them accordingly in the 1713. 


warmeſt terms of ſatisfaction and acknowledgment. 
The Commons afterwards defired to know what 
equivalent ſhould be given for the demolition of 
Dunkirk ; and ſhe gave them to underſtand, that 
this was already in the hands of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty : then they beſought her that ſhe would not 
eracuate the towns of Flanders that were in her poſ- 
ſeſſion, until thoſe who were entitled to the ſove- 
ragnty of the Spaniſh Netherlands ſhould agree to 
ſuch articles for regulating trade as might place the 
ſubjects of Great-Britain upon an equal footing with 
choſe of any other nation. The Queen made a fa- 
rourable anſwer to all their remonſtrances. Such 
were the ſteps taken by the Parliament during this 
ſeſſion with relation to the famous treaty of Utrecht, 
wanſt which the Whigs exclaimed ſo violently, that 
many well-meaning people believed it would be at- 
tended with the immediate ruin of the kingdom : 
ret under the ſhadow of this very treaty, Great- 
britain enjoyed a long term of peace and tranquil- 
ity, Biſhop Burnet was heated with an enthuſiaftick 
terror of the Houſe of Bourbon. He declared to 
the Queen in private, that any treaty by which Spain 
ad the Weſt-Indies were left in the hands of King 
fulp, muſt in a little time deliver all Europe into 
tie hands of France; that, if any ſuch peace was 
made, the Queen was betrayed, and the people 
nuned: that in leſs than three years ſhe would be 
murthered, and tlie fires would blaze again in Smith- 
ied, This Prelate lived to fee his prognoſtic diſ- 
appointed ; therefore, he might have ſuppreſſed this 
anecdote of his own conduct. 

\ XXVIII. On the twenty-fifth day of June, the 
Queen ſignified, in a meſlage to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that her civil liſt was burthened with ſome 
lebts incurred by ſeveral articles of extraordinary 

| expence; 
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B O o Kexpence; and that ſhe hoped they would emponer 


1713. 


her to raiſe ſuch a ſum of money upon the funds for 
that proviſion, as would be ſufficient to diſcharge 
the incumbrances, which amounted to five hundred 


thouſand pounds. A bill was immediately prepared | 


for raiſing this ſum on the civil-liſt revenue, and 
paſſed through both Houſes with ſome difficulty, 
Both Lords and Commons addreſſed the Queen 
concerning the Chevalier de St. George, who had 
repaired to Lorraine. They defired ſhe would pref 
the Duke of that name, and all the Princes and 
States in amity with her, to exclude from her domi- 
nions the Pretender to the Imperial Crown of 
Great-Britain. A publick thankſgiving for the 
peace was appointed and celebrated with great ſo- 
lemnity ; and on the ſixteenth day of July the Queen 
cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech which was not at all 
agreeable to the violent Whigs, becauſe it did not 
contain one word about the Pretender and the Pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion. From theſe omiſſions they con- 
cluded, that the dictates of natural affection had 
biaſſed her in favour of the Chevalier de St. George, 
Whatever ſentiments of tenderneſs and compaſſion 
ſhe might feel for that unfortunate exile, the ac- 
knowledged ſon of her own father, it does not ap- 
pear that ſhe ever entertained a thought of altenng 
the ſucceſſion as by law eſtabliſhed. The term of 
Sacheverel's ſuſpention being expired, extraordinary 
rejoicings were made upon the occaſion. He v 
defired to preach before the Houſe of Commons, 
who thanked him for his ſermon ; and the Queen 
promoted him to the rich benefice of St. Andrew, 
Holbourn. On the other hand the Duke d'Aumont, 
Ambaſſador from France, was inſulted by the po. 
pop Scurrilous ballads were publiſhed again 

im both in the Engliſh and French languages. He 
received divers anonymous letters, containing threats 
of ſetting fire to his houſe, which was according 
burned to the ground, though whether by accuſe 
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iracy of Dunkirk, having ſent a deputation with an 
addreſs to the Queen, humbly imploring her Majeſty 
to ſpare the port and harbour of that town, and 
repreſenting that they might be uſeful to her own 
ſubjects, the memorial was printed and diſperſed, 
and the arguments it contained were anſwered and 
refuted by Addition, Steele and Maynwaring. Com- 
miſſioners were ſent to ſee the fortifications of Dun- 
kirk demoliſhed. They were accordingly razed to 
the ground ; the harbour was filled up; and the 


Duke d'Aumont returned to Paris in the month of 


November. The Queen, by her remonſtrances to 
the Court of Verſailles, had procured the enlarge- 
ment of one hundred and thirty-ſix Proteſtants from 
the gallies : underſtanding afterwards that as many 
more were detained on the fame account, ſhe made 
ſuch application to the French miniſtry, that they 
too were releaſed. Then ſhe appointed General 
Roſs her Envoy-extraordinary to the King of 
France. | : | 
XXIX. The Duke of Shrewſbury being no- 
minated Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, aſſembled the 
Parliament of that kingdom on the twenty-fifth day 
of November, and found the two Houles ſtill at 
narance, on the oppoſite principles of Whig and 
Torr. Allan Broderick being choſen Speaker of 


the Commons, they ordered a bill to be brought in, 


oattaint the Pretender and all his adherents. They 
proſecuted Edward Lloyd, for publiſhing a book, 
Intitled, „ Memoirs of the Chevalier de St. 
George ;” and they agreed upon an addreſs to the 
Uueen, to remove from the Chancellorſhip Sir 
Conſtantine Phipps, who had countenanced the 
Tories of that kingdom. The Lords, however, 
&lolved, that Chancellor Phipps had, in his ſeveral 
ations, acquitted himſelf with honour and integrity. 
© two Houſes of Convocation preſented an ad- 
itels to the ſame purpoſe. They likewiſe com- 
plained 
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Sovereign, while the Treaſurer loſt it in the ſame 
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them, by ſaying, when they appeared in the Caſile 
of Dublin, They that have turned the world up- 
« fide down are come hither alſo ;” and he waz 
removed from the privy-council. The Duke of 
Shrewſbury received orders to prorogue this Parlia- 
ment, which was divided againſt itſelf, and por. 
tended nothing but domeſtick broils. Then he ob- 
tained leave to return to England, leaving Chancellor 
Phipps, with the Archbiſhop'of Armagh and Tuam, 
Juſtices of the kingdom. 

XXX. The Parliament of England had been 
diflolved ; and the elections were managed in ſuch 
a manner as to retain the legiſlative power in the 
hands of the Tories : but the meeting of the new 
Parliament was delayed by repeated prorogations to 
the tenth day of December ; a delay partly owing to 
the Queen's indiſpoſition; and partly to the conteſis 
among her miniſters. Oxford and Bolingbroke were 
competitors for power, and rivals in reputation for 
ability. The Treaſurer's parts were deemed the 
more ſolid ; the Secretary's more ſhining : but both | 
miniſters were aſpiring and ambitious. The firlt 
was bent upon maintaining the firſt rank in the ad- 
miniſtration, which he had poſſeſſed ſince the revo- 
lution in the miniſtry : the other diſdained to act as 
a ſubaltern to the man whom he thought he excel- 
led in genius, and equalled in importance. They 
began to form ſeparate cabals, and adopt different 
principles. Bolingbroke inſinuated himſelf into the 
confidence of Lady Maſham, to whom Oxford had 
given ſome cauſe of diſguſt. By this communica- 
tion he gained ground in the good opinion of Us 


roportion. Thus the who had been the author of 
bis elevation, was now uſed as the inſtrument of his 
diſgrace. The Queen was ſenfibly affected with 
theſe diſſenſions, which ſhe interpoſed her adv 
and authority, by turns, to appeaſe ; but their 1 
tu 
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tual animoſity continued to rankle under an exterior CH AP, 
accommodation. The intereſt of Bolingbroke was XII. 
powerfully ſupported by Sir Simon Harcourt, the 2713. 
Chancellor, Sir William Wyndham, and Mr. Se- 

cretary Bromley. Oxford perceived his own influ- 

ence was on the wane, and began to think of retire- 

| ment, Meanwhile the Earl of Peterborough was 
appointed Ambaſſador to the King of Sicily; and 

{et out for Turin. The Queen retired to Windſor, 


- where ſhe was ſeized with a very dangerous inflam- G 

matory feyer. 'The hopes of the Jacobites viſibly { 
n wle: the public funds immediataly fell: a greater (i 
an was made upon the Bank, the directors of which Ie 
ne ere overwhelmed with conſternation, which was | i 
but a little increaſed by the report of an armament 
to Wl equipped in the ports of France. They ſent one of | 
to WM their members to repreſent to the Treaſurer the dan- | 
ſis er that threatened the publick credit. The Queen 1 
ere being made acquainted with theſe occurrences, # 
for WM fgned a letter to Sir Samuel Stancer, Lord-mayor a 
the Wt London, declaring, that now ſhe was recovered j 
oth ck her late indiſpoſition, ſhe would return to the 4 


firt I pace of her uſual reſidence, and open the Parlia- 
ad- nent on the ſixteenth day of February. This inti- 
ro- nation ſhe ſent to her loving ſubjects of the city 
& a3 e London, to the intent that all of them, in their 
leveral ſtations, might diſcountenance thoſe mali- 
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They cus rumours, ſpread by evil-minded perſons, to 
rent N tde prejudice of credit, and the imminent hazard of 'F 
the de publick peace and tranquillity. The — Wo: 
had W*covery, together with certain intelligence that the ; 
nicz-mament was a phantom, and the Pretender ſtil] ol 
f bin Lorraine, helped to aſſuage the ferment of the {1 
fame non, which had been induſtriouſly raiſed by party- 
or ol i'tings, Mr. Richard Steele publiſhed a perfor- _ 1 
of hisWQance, intituled, „ The Criſis,“ in defence of the Wi 
with evolution and the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, and Hl 
advice alarging upon the danger of a Popiſh ſucceſſor. 0 
mu. n the other hand, the hereditary right to the Crown oi 
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to be written with a view to pave the way for the. 


i. Pretender's acceſſion. One Bedford was apprehend. . 
ed, tried, convicted, and ſeverely punithed, as u 
publiſher of this treatiſe. Pi 


$ XXXI. While England was haraſſed by theſe 
inteſtine commotions, the Emperor, fejecting the 
terms of peace propoſed by France, reſolved to main- 
tain the war at his own expence, with the aſſiſtanc 
of the Empire. His forces on the Rhine command. 
ed by Prince Eugene, were ſo much outnumbered 
by the French under Villars, that they could no 
prevent the enemy from reducing the two important 
fortreſſes of Landau and Fribourg. His Imperial 
Majeſty hoped that the death of Queen Anne, « 
that of Louis XIV. would produce an alteration in 
Europe that might be favourable to his intereſt ; and 
he depended upon the conduct and fortune of Prince 
Eugene for ſome lucky event in war. But finding 
himſelf diſappointed in all theſe expectations, and 
abſolutely unable to ſupport the expence of another 
campaign, he hearkened to overtures of peace thit 
were made by the Electors of Cologne and Palatine; 
and conferences were opened at the caſtle of Al 
Raſtadt, between Prince Eugene and Mareſchal de 
Villars, on the twenty- ſixth day of November. | 
the beginning of February theſe miniſters ſeparated, 
without ſeeming to have come to any concluſion: 
but all the articles being ſettled between the tw 
Courts of Vienna and Verſailles; they met again the ard 
latter end of the month: the treaty was ſigned oh. 
the third day of March; and orders were ſent to th 
Governors and Commanders on both fides to deli 
from all hoſtilities. By this treaty, the Frenci 
King yielded to the Emperor Old Briſſac, with al 
its dependencies, Fribourg, the forts in the Brilgal 
and Black Foreſt, together with Fort Khel. He 
engaged to demoliſh the fortifications oppoſite t 
Huningen, the fort of Sellingen, and all _— 1 
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Iandau were ceded to the King of France, who ac- 


:nowledged the Elector of Hanover. The Electors JT 


of Bavaria and Cologne were reſtored to all their 
lignities and dominions. The Emperor was put 
u immediate poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Netherlands; 
and the King of Pruſſia was permitted to retain the 
high quarters of Guelders. Finally, the contracting 
parties agreed that a congreſs ſhould be opened on 
the Firſt of May, at Baden in Switzerland, for ter- 
minating all differences; and Prince Eugene and 
Mareſchal de Villars were appointed their. firſt Ple- 
npotent1aries. 


XXXII. The ratifications of the treaty be- 


ween Great-Britain and Spain being exchanged, 


the peace was proclaimed on the firſt day of March, 
n London; and the articles were not diſagreeable 
to the Engliſh nation. The kingdoms of France 
und Spain were ſeparated for ever. Philip acknow- 
edged the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and renounced the 
Fretender. He agreed to a renewal of the treaty of 
pangation and commerce concluded in the year one 
houfand fix hundred and fixty-ſeven. He granted 
n excluſive privilege to the Engliſh for furmſhing 
de Spanaſh Weſt-Indies with negroes, according to 
he affiento contract.* He ceded Gibraltar to Eng- 
nd, as well as the iſland of Minorca, on condition 
lat the Spaniſh inhabitants ſhould enjoy their eſtates 
id religion. He obliged himſelf to grant a full 
don to the Catalonians, with the poſſeſſion of all 
teir eſtates, honours, and privileges, and to yield 
ie kingdom of Sicily to the Duke of Savoy. The 
eu Parliament was opened by commiſſion in Fe- 
mary, and Sir Thomas Hanmer was choſen Speaker 


4 


* The aſſiento contra ſtipulated that from the firſt day of May, 
iz, to the firſt of May, 1743, the Company ſhould tranſport into 
de Weſt-Indies, one bundred forty- four thouſand negroes, at the rate 

four thouſand eight hundred negroes a year; and pay for each 


Fo thir-y-three piecey, of tight and one third, in full for all royal 
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Bo 0Kkof the Houſe of Commons. On the ſecond day a 


"By 
1713, Houſe of Lords, ſignified to both Houſes, that ſi; {Ml © 


March, the Queen being carried in a ſedan to th: : 


had obtained an honourable and advantageous pexc: 
for her own people, and for the greateſt part of he; 
allies; and ſhe hoped her interpoſition might proxe 
effectual to complete the ſettlement of Europe. She : 
obſerved, that ſome perſons had been ſo malicious 


as to inſinuate that the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, in th: 5 
Houſe of Hanover, was in danger under her go. 1 


vernment; but that thoſe who endeavoured to di. 
tract the minds of men with imaginary danger 2 
could only mean to diſturb the publick tranquillii 
She ſaid, that after all ſhe had done to ſecure th: 
religion and liberties of her people, ſhe could n 
mention ſuch proceedings without ſome degree d 
warmth ; and ſhe hoped her Parliament would agree 
vnth her, that attempts to weaken her authoriy, 
or to render the poſſeſſion of the Crown uneaſy u 
her, could never be proper means to firengthe 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. Affectionate addrefls 
were preſented by the Lords, the Commons, an 
the Convocation : but the ill humour of party fil 
ſubſiſted, and was daily inflamed by new pamphlet 
and papers. Steele, ſupported by Addiſon ant 
Hallifax, appeared in the front of thoſe who dre 
their pens in defence of Whig principles; and Svi 
was the champion of the miniſtry. | 

$ XXXIII. The Earl of Wharton complained! 
the Houſe of Lords of a libel, intituled, © Tit 
e publick ſpirit of the Whigs ſet forth in thei ge 
«© nerous encouragement of the author of the Cris 
It was a farcaſtick performance, imputed to Lo! 


Bolingbroke and Swift, interſperſed with ſevere f . 
flections upon the Union, the Scottiſh nation, An 
the Duke of Argyle in particular. The Lord-Tra read 
ſurer diſclaimed all knowledge of the author, f :.- 


readily concurred in an order for taking into cuſt 


John Morphew, the publiſher, as well as Join 2d 


, 
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auguſt aſſembly, to find out the villain who was 
author of that falſe and ſcandalous libel, that juſtice 
might be done to the Scottiſh nation. He moved, 
that Barber and his ſervants might be examined : 
but, next day, the Earl of Mar, one of the Secreta- 
nes of State, declared, that, in purſuance to her 
Majeſty's command, he had directed John Barber 
to be proſecuted. Notwithſtanding this interpoſition, 
which was calculated to ſcreen the offenders, the 
Lords preſented an addreſs, beſeeching her Majeſty 
to iſſue out her Royal proclamation, promiſing a 
reward to any perſon who ſhould diſcover the author 
of the libel, which they conceived to be falſe, mali- 
nous, and factious, highly diſhonourable and ſcan- 
dalous to her Majeſty's ſubjects of Scotland, moſt 


& nurious to her Majeſty, and tending to the ruin of 
s the conſtitution. In compliance with their requeſt, 
5 r a ward of three hundred pounds was offered: but 
* the author remained ſafe from all detection. 

une . \ XXXIV. The Commons having granted the 
| * ſupplies, ordered a bill to be brought in for ſecuring 


tie freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the number 
of officers in the Houte of Commons, and it paſſed 
trough both Houſes with little difficulty. In 


March, a complaint was made of ſeveral ſcandalous 


c papers, lately publiſhed, under the name of Richard 
: seele, Eſquire, a member of the Houſe. Sir 
15 William Wyndham obſerved, that ſome of that 
* author's writings contained inſolent, injurious re- 
. ſecions on the Queen herſelf, and were dictated by 
: de ſpirit of rebellion. Steele was ordered to attend 


Tal” bis place: ſome paragraphs of his works were 
- a =; and he anſwered them with an affected air of 
elf. confidence and unconcern. A day being ap- 
pomted for his trial, he acknowledged the writings, 
ad entered into a more circumſtantial defence. He 
5% alliſted by Mr. Addiſon, General Stanhope, and 


ber, printer of the Gazette, from whoſe houſe the c HAP. 
| copies were brought to Morphew. . The Earl of XI. 
Wharton ſaid it highly concerned the honour of te 
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B O O K Mr. Walpole : and attacked by Sir William Wynd- 


I, 


ham, Mr. Foley, and the Attorney-General. What. 


1713. ever could be urged in his favour was but little 


regarded by the majority, which voted, that two 
pamphlets, intituled, The Engliſhman,” and“ The 
Criſis,” written by Richard Steele, Eſquire, were 
ſcandalous and ſeditious libels; and that he ſhould 
be expelled the Houſe of Commons. | 

-- XXXV.. The Lords, taking into conſideration 
the ſtate of the nation, reſolved upon addreſſes to 
the Queen, deſiring they might know what ſteps 
had been taken for removing the Pretender from the 
dominions of the Duke of Lorraine : that ſhe would 


impart to them a detail of the negociations for peace, 


2 recital. of the inſtances which had been made in 
favour of the Catalans, and an account of the 
monies granted by Parliament ſince the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ten, to carry on the | 


war in Spain and Portugal. They afterwards agreed 
to other addreſſes, beſeeching her Majeſty to lay 
before them the debts and ſtate of the navy, the 
particular writs of Noli Proſequi granted ſince her 
acceſſion to the throne; and a liſt of ſuch perſons 
as, notwithſtanding ſentence of outlawry or attainder, 
had obtained licences to return into Great-Britain, 
or other of her Majeſty's d5minions, ſince the Re- 
volution. Having voted an application to the Queen 
in behalf of the diſtreſſed Catalans, the Houle ad- 
journed itſelf to the laſt day of March. As the 
minds of men had been artfully irritated by fall 


_—_ of a defign undertaken by France in behalf } 
of. 


the Pretender, the Ambaſſador of that Crown at 
the Hague, diſowned it in a publick paper, by 
command of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. The 
ſuſpicions of many people, however, had been too 
Neeply planted by the arts and. inſinuations of the 
Whig leaders, to be eradicated by this or any oth! 
declaration; and what ſerved to nyet their appre- 
henſions, was a: total removab of the Whigs — 
In rot op. 015; e 


. 
* 


ANNE 


had hitherto retained. - Theſe were now beſtowed 
upon profeſſed Tories, ſome of whom were attached 
at bottom to the ſuppoſed heir of blood. At a time 
hen the Queen's views were maliciouſly miſrepre- 
ſentec: when the wheels of her government were 
actually impeded, and her ſervants threatened with 
proſcription by a powerful, turbulent, and implaca- 
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the employments, civil and military, which they CH AP. 


XI. 


* 


ble faction; no wonder that ſhe diſcharged the par- Boyer. 


tilans of that faction from her ſervice, and tilled 


Durnet. 


Tindal. 


their places with thoſe wha were diſtinguiſhed by a Torcy. 
warm affection to the Houſe of Stuart, and by aolgbr. 


ſubmiſſive reſpect for the regal authority. Thoſe 
were ſteps which her own ſagacity muſt have ſug- 
geſted ; and which her miniſters would naturally 
adviſe, as neceſſary for their own preſervation. The 
Whigs were all in commotion, either apprehending 
or affecting to apprehend, that a deſign was formed 
to ſecure the Pretender's ſucceflion to the throne of 
Great-Britain. Their chiefs held ſecret conſulta- 
tions with Baron Schutz, the reſident from Hano- 
rer. They communicated their obſervations to the 
Elector: they received his inſtructions : they main- 
tained a correſpondence with the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough ; and they concerted meaſures for oppoſing 
all efforts that might be made againſt the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion upon the death of the Queen, whoſe 
health was by this time ſo much impaired, that every 
week was believed to be the laſt of her life. This 
conduct of the Whigs was reſolute, active, and 
would have been laudable, had their zeal been con- 
ined within the bounds of truth and moderation : 
but they, moreover, employed all their arts to ex- 
cite "ng encourage the fears and jealouſies of the 
people. | 


Voltaire. 


An. 1714. 


\ XXXVI. The Houſe of Peers reſounded with 


debates upon the Catalans, the Pretender, and the 
Unger that threatened the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. 
With reſpe& to the Catalonians, they repreſented, 

| that 
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B O O Kthat Great-Britain had prevailed upon them to de. 
I. clare for the Houſe of Auſtria, with promiſe of 
1714 ſupport ; and that theſe engagements ought to have 
been made good. Lord Bolingbroke declared, that 
the Queen had uſed all her endeavours in their be- 
half: and that the engagements with them ſub. 
fiſted no longer than King Charles reſided in Spain, 
They agreed, however, to an addreſs, acknowledg. 
ing her Majeſty's endeavours in favour of the Ca. 
talans, and requeſting ſhe would continue her in- 
terpoſition in their behalf. With reſpect to the Pre- 
tender, the Whig Lords expreſſed ſuch a ſpirit of 
perſecution and rancorous hate, as would have diſ- 

aced the members of any, even the loweſt aflem- 
bly of Chriſtians. Not contented with hunting 
him from one country to another, they ſeemed 
eagerly bent upon extirpating him from the face of 
the earth, as if they had thought it was a crime in 
him to be born. The Earl of Sunderland declared, 
from the information of the miniſter of Lorraine, 
that, notwithſtanding the application of both Houſes 
to her Majeſty, during the laſt ſeffion, concerning 
the Pretender's being removed from Lorraine, n 
inſtances had yet been made to the Duke for that 
M_—_—_ Lord Bolingbroke affirmed that he himſelf 

ad made thoſe inſtances, in the Queen's name, to 
that very miniſter before his departure from Eng- 
land. The Earl of Wharton propoſed a queſtion; 
«© Whether the Proteſtant ſucceſſion was in danger 
ce under the preſent adminiſtration *” A warm de. 
bate enſued, in which the Archbiſhop of York and 
the Earl of Angleſey joined in the oppoſition to the 
miniſtry. The Earl pretended to be convinced and 
converted by the arguments uſed in the courſe of the 
debate. He owned he had given his aſſent to the 
ceflation of arms, for which he took ſhame to him- 
ſelf, aſking pardon of Gop, his country, and his 


conſcience. He affirmed, that the honour of Þ 


Sovereign, and the good of his country, were ” 
| rules 


A N N BE. 


perſons, ſhould he find himſelf impoſed upon, he 
durſt purſue an evil miniſter from the — clo- 
ſet to the Tower, and from the Tower to the Scaffold. 
This converſion, however, was much more owing 
to a full perſuaſion, that a miniſtry divided againſt 
itſelf could not long ſubſiſt, and that the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion was firmly ſecured. He therefore reſolved 
to make a merit of withdrawing himſelf from the 
intereſts of a tottering adminiſtration, in whoſe ruin 
he might be involved. The Duke of Argyle charged 
the miniſters with mal-adminiſtration, both within 
thoſe walls and without : he offered to prove that 
the Lord-Treaſurer had yearly remitted a ſum of 
money to the Highland clans of Scotland, who were 
known to be entirely devoted to the Pretender. 
He affirmed that the new-modelling of the army, 
the practice of diſbanding ſome regiments out of 
their turn, and removing a great number of officers, 
on account of their affection to the Houſe of Hano- 
ver, were clear indications of the miniſtry's deſigns : 
that it was a diſgrace to the nation to ſee men who 
had ngver looked an enemy in the face, advanced to 
the poſts of ſeveral brave officers, who, after they 
had often expoſed their lives for their country, were 
now ſtarving in priſon for debt, on account of their 
pay being detained. The Treaſurer, laying his hand 
upon his breaſt, ſaid, he had, on ſo many occaſions 
given ſuch ſignal proofs of affection to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, that he was ſure no member 
of that auguſt aſſembly did call it in queſtion. He 
owned he had remitted, for two or three years paſt, 
between three and four thouſand pounds to the 
Highland clans ; and he hoped the Houſe would 
gre him an opportunity to clear his conduct in that 
particular: with reſpect to the reformed officers, he 
declared he had given orders for their being imme- 
Wtely paid. The Proteſtant ſucceſſion was voted 
vut of danger, by a ſmall majority. 
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Book I  XXXVII. Lord Hallifax propoſed an add:eſz 
I. to the Queen, that ſhe would renew her inſlances 
— or the ſpeedy removing the Pretender out of Lor. 
raine ; and that ſhe would, in conjunction with the 

* States-General, enter into the guarantee of the Pro- 
Wi teſtant ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, The 
1 Earl of Wharton moved, that in the addreſs her 
oo | Majeſty ſhould be deſired to iſſue a Proclamation, 
(th romiſing a reward to any perſon who ſhould ap. 
rehend the Pretender dead or alive. He waz 

ſeconded by the Duke of Bolton; and the Houſ: 
agreed that an addreſs ſhould be preſented. When 
it was reported by the committee, Lord North and 
Grey expatiated upon the barbarity of ſetting a price 
on any one's head: he proved it was an encourage. 
ment to murther and aſſaſſination; contrary to the 
precepts of chriſtianity ; repugnant to the law of 
nature and nations ; inconſiſtent with the dignity of 
ſuch an auguſt aſſembly, and with the honour of: 
nation famed for lenity and mercy. He was fup- 
ported by Lord Trevor, who moved that the reward 
ſhould be promiſed for apprehending and bringing 
the Pretender to juſtice, in cafe he ſhould land, or 
attempt to land in Great-Britain or Ireland. The 
cruelty of the firſt clauſe was zealouſly ſupported and 
vindicated by the Lords Cowper and Hallifax ; but 
by this time the Earl of Angleſey and ſome others 
Witty who had abandoned the miniſtry, were brought back 
1 to their former principles, by promiſe of profitable 
i employments ; and the mitigation was adopted by a 
10 majority of ten voices. To this addreſs, which was 
My delivered by the Chancellor and the Whig Lords 

only, the Queen replied in theſe words: My 
© Lords, it would be a real ſtrengthening to the 
* ſucceſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, as well a5 
C ſupport to my government, that an end were put 
< to thoſe groundleſs fears and jealouſies which have 
been fo induftriouſly promoted. I do not at thi 
time ſee any occaſion for ſuch a proclamation- 
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« give my orders for having it iſſued. As to the 
« other particulars of this addreſs, I will give pro- 
« per directions therein.” She was likewiſe impor- 
tuned, by another addreſs, to iſſue out a proclama- 
non againſt all Jeſuits, Popiſh Prieſts, and Biſhops, 
as well as againſt all ſuch as were outlawed for ad- 
hering to the late King James and the Pretender. 
The Houſe reſolved, that no perſon, not included 
in the articles of Limerick, and who had borne 
ams in France and Spain, ſhould be capable of any 
employment, civil or military: and that no perſon, 
z natural-born ſubject of her Majeſty, ſhould be 
capable of ſuſtaining the character of a publick mi- 
miſter from any foreign potentate. Theſe reſolutions 
were aimed at Sir Patrick Lawleſs, an Iriſh Papiſt, 
who had come to England with a credential letter 
tom King Philip, but now thought proper to quit 
the kingdom. 
(XXXVIII. Then the Lords in the oppoſition 
made an attack upon the Treaſurer, concerning 
the money he had remitted to the Highlanders: but 
Oxford filenced his oppoſers, by aflerting, that in 
ſo doing he had followed the example of King Wil- 
lam, who, after he had reduced that people, thought 
ftto allow yearly penſions to the heads of clans, in 
oder to keep them quiet. His conduct was ap- 
proved by the Houſe ; and Lord North and Grey 
moved, that a day might be appointed for confider- 
ng the ſtate of the nation, with regard to the treaties 
a peace and commerce. The motion was ſeconded 
by the Earl of Clarendon ; and the thirteenth day of 
\pnil fixed for this purpoſe. In the mean time, 
baron Schutz demanded of the Chancellor a writ for 
e Electoral Prince of Hanover, to fit in the Houſe 
df Peers as Duke of Cambridge, intimating that his 
lelgn was to reſide in England. The writ was 


granted with reluctance : but the Prince's deſign of 
ceaung to England was ſo diſagreeable to the Queen, 
that 
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B O O Kthat ſhe ſignified her diſapprobation of ſuch a ſt 
in a letter to the Princeſs Sophia. She obſerved 
2514. that ſuch a method of proceeding would be dan. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


gerous to the ſucceſſion itſelf, which was not ſecure 
any other way, than as the Prince who was in actual 
poſſeſſion of the throne maintained her authority and 
prerogative : the ſaid a great many people in Eng. 
land were ſeditiouſly diſpoſed ; ſo ſhe left her High. 
neſs to judge what tumults they might be able to 
raiſe, ſhould they have a pretext to begin a commo- 
tion; ſhe, therefore, perſuaded herſelf that her aut 
would not conſent to any thing which might diſturb 
the repoſe of her and her ſubjects. At the ſame 
time ſhe wrote a letter to the Electoral Prince, com- 
plaining that he had formed ſuch a reſolution, vith- 
out firſt knowing her ſentiments on the ſubject ; and 
telling him plainly, that nothing could be more 
dangerous to the tranquillity of her dominions, to 
the nght of ſucceſſion in the Hanoverian line, or 
more diſagreeable to her, than ſuch conduct at this 
juncture. A third letter was written to the Electot, 
his father; and the Treaſurer took this opportunity 
to aſſure that Prince of his inviolable —.— to 
the family of Hanover. 

XXXIX. The Whig Lords were diſſatisfied 
with the Queen's anſwer to their addreſs concerning 
the Pretender ; and they moved for another addrels 
on the ſame ſubject, which was refolved upon, but 
never preſented. They took into conſideration the 
treaties of peace and commerce, to which many e 
ceptions were taken; and much farcaſm was ex- 
pended on both fides of the diſpute : but at length 
the majority carried the queſtion in favour of 4! 
addreſs, acknowledging her Majeſty's goodneſs 11 
delivering them, by a ſafe, honourable, and adval- 
tageous peace with France, from the burthen o! 4 
conſuming land war, unequally carried on, and be- 
come at laſt impracticable. The Houſe of Com. 
mons concurred in this addreſs, after having vote 
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but theſe reſolutions were not taken without violent 


oppoſition, in which General Stanhope, Mr. Lock. "OE 


mere, and Mr. Walpole, chiefly diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves. The letters which the Queen had written to 
che Electoral Houſe of Hanover were printed and 
publiſhed in England, with a view to inform the 
fneads of that family of the reaſons which prevented 
the Duke of Cambridge from executing his defi 

of reſiding in Great-Britain. The Queen conſidered 
this ſtep as a perſonal inſult, as well as an attempt 
to prejudice her in the opinion of her ſubjects : ſhe 
therefore ordered the publiſher to be taken into cuſ- 
tody. At this period the Princeſs Sophia died, in 
the eighty-fourth year of her age; and her death was 
intimated to the Queen by Baron Bothmar, who 
unved in England with the character of Envoy- 
Extraordinary from the Elector of Hanover. This 
Princeſs was the fourth and youngeſt daughter of 
Frederick, Elector Palatine, King of Bohemia, and 
Elizabeth daughter of King James I. of England. 
dhe enjoyed from nature an excellent capacity, which 
was finely cultivated ; and was in all reſpects one of 
the moſt accomplithed Princeſſes of the age in which 
ſhe lived. At her death the Court of England ap- 
prared in mourning ; and the Elector of Brunſwick 
was prayed for by name in the Liturgy of the Church 
of England. On the twelfth day of May, Sir Wil- 
lam Wyndham made a motion for a bill to prevent 
the growth of ſchiſm, and for the further ſecurity of 
the Church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed. The 
&lign of it was to prohibit Biſſenters from teaching 
n ſchools and academies. It was accordingly pre- 
pared, and eagerly oppoſed in each Houle as a 
Ipecies of perſecution. Nevertheleſs, it made its 
wy through both, and receved the Royal affent : 


but the Queen dying before it took place, this law 
vas rendered ineffectual. 
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that the Proteſtant ſucceſſion was out of danger: HAP. 


XI. 


—_— 


„ 


286 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Book XI. Her Majeſty's conſtitution was now quite 


I. 


1714. 


broken : one fit of ſickneſs ſucceeded another: what 
completed the ruin of her health was the anxiety of 
her mind, occaſioned partly by the diſcontents which 
had been raiſed and fomented by the encmies of her 
government; and partly by the diſſenſions among 
her miniſters, which were now become intolerable. 
The council-chamber was turned into a ſcene of 
obſtinate diſpute and bitter altercation. Even in the 
Queen's preſence the Treaſurer and Secretary did 
not . abſtain from mutual obloguy and reproach, 
Oxford adviſed moderate meaſures, and is ſaid to 
have made advances towards a reconciliation with 
the leaders of the Whig party. As he foreſay it 
would ſoon be their turn to domineer, ſuch precau- 
tions were neceſſary for his own ſafety. Bolingbroke | 
affected to ſet the Whigs at defiance : he profeſſed a 
warm zeal for the Church : he ſoothed the Queen's 
inclinations with the moſt aſſiduous attention. He 
and his coadjutrix inſinuated, that the Treaſurer was 
biaſſed in favour of the Diſſenters, and even that he 
acted as a ſpy for the Houſe of Hanover. In the 
midſt of theſe diſputes and commotions the Jaco- 
bites were not idle. They flattered themſelves that 
the Queen in ſecret favoured the pretenſions of her 
brother; and they depended upon Bolingbroke 
attachment to the ſame intereſt. They believed the 
ſame ſentiments were cheriſhed by the nation in ge- 
neral. They held private aſſemblies both in Great: 
Britain and in Ireland. They concerted meaſures 
for turning the diſſenſions of the kingdom to the 
advantage of their cauſe. They even proceeded ſo 
far as to inliſt men for the ſervice of the Pretender. 
Some of theſe practices were diſcovered by the Eat 
of Wharton, who did not fail to ſound the alam. 
A proclamation was immediately publiſhed, pro- 
miſing a reward of five thouſand pounds for appre- 
hending the Pretender, whenever he ſhould land of 


attempt to land in Great-Britain. The Conner 
| yote 
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ind aſſured her Majeſty, that they would cheerfully 
ad and aſſiſt her, by granting the ſum of an hundred 
thouſand pounds, as a further reward to any who 
ſhould perform ſo great a ſervice to her Majeſty and 
her kingdoms. The Lords likewiſe preſented an 
addreſs on the ſame ſubject. Lord Bolingbroke pro- 
poſed a bill, decreeing the penalties of high treaſon 
againſt thoſe who ſhould liſt or be inhſted in the Pre- 
tender's ſervice. The motion was approved, and the 
penalty extended to all thoſe who ſhould liſt or be 
nliſted in the ſervice of any foreign Prince or State, 
mthout-a licence under the ſign manual of her Ma- 
jſty, her heirs, or ſucceſſors. 

(XLI. On the ſecond day of July, the Lords 
took into conſideration the treaty of commerce with 
Spain ; and a great number of merchants being exa- 
mined at the bar of the Houſe, declared that unleſs 
the explanation of the third, fifth, and eighth ar- 
ticles, as made at Madrid after the treaty was 
ſgned, were reſcinded, they could not carry on their 
commerce without loſing five-and twenty per cent. 
After a long debate, the Houſe reſolved to addreſs 
the Queen for all the papers relating to the negocia- 
ton of the treaty of commerce with Spain, with the 
names of the perſons who adviſed her Majeſty to 
that treaty. To this addreſs ſhe replied, that un- 
lerſtanding the three explanatory articles of the treaty 
gere not detrimental to the trade of her ſubjects, 
ſhe had conſented to their being ratified with the 
taty, The Earl of Wharton repreſented, that if 
b little regard was ſhewn to the addreſſes of that 
weſt aſſembly to the Sovereign, they had no buſi- 
tefs in that Houſe. He moved for a remonſtrance, 
b lay before her Majeſty the inſuperable difficulties 
ſat attended the Spaniſh trade on the footing of the 
ate treaty ; and the Houſe agreed to his motion. 
Another member moved, that the Houſe ſhould in- 
iſt on her Majeſty's naming the perſon who __ 

| | er 


287 
voted an addreſs of thanks for the proclamation ; © HAP. 
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B O O x her to ratify the three explanatory articles. This 70 


g 


was a blow aimed at Arthur Moore, a member of t 


\——the Lower Houſe, whom Lord Bolingbroke hag Wo! 


1714 


conſulted on the ſubject of the treaty. He wa h 
ſcreened by the majority in Parliament ; but a gene. WM fo 
ral court of the South-Sea Company reſolved, upon Noe: 
a complaint exhibited by Captain Johnſon, that Ar. Du 
thur Moore, while a director, was privy to and en- 
couraged the deſign of carrying on a clandeſtine 
trade, to the prejudice of the corporation, contrary 
to his oath, and in breach of the truſt repoſed in 
him: that, therefore, he ſhould be declared inca- 
pable of being a Director of, or having any employ- 
ment in, this Company. The Queen had reſerved 
to herſelf the quarter- part of the aſſiento contra, BW 
which ſhe now gave up to the Company, and re- Miu! 
ceived the thanks of the Upper Houſe : but fhe 
would not diſcover the names of thoſe who adviſed 
her to ratify the explanatory articles. On the ninth | 
day of July, ſhe thought proper. to put an end to ue 
the ſeſſion, with a ſpeech on the uſual ſubjech eme 
After having affured them, that her chief concern ! 
was to preſerve the Proteſtant religion, the liberty Hniſ 
of her ſubjects, and to: ſecure the tranquillity of her dt 
kingdoms, ſhe concluded in theſe words : © But | Wi" 
ce muſt tell you plainly, that theſe deſirable end bar 
& can never be obtained, unleſs you bring the ſame N t: 
ce diſpoſitions on your parts; unleſs all groundlels ul 
e jealouſies, which create and foment diviſions among iſnt: 
6 you, be laid aſide ; and unleſs you ſhew the fame t n 
regard for my juſt prerogative, and for the honour 
« of my government, as I have always expreſſed for e 
« the rights of my people.” 0 pla 

XIII. After the peace had thus received the icilo 
ſanction of the Parliament, the Miniſters, being no Ant! 
longer reſtrained by the tie of common danger, gal 
a looſe to their mutual animoſity. Oxford wrote 
letter to the Queen, containing a detail of the pul 


lick tranſactions : in the courſe of which he 2 
3 youred 


. 


ured to juſtify. his own conduct, and expoſe the c HAP. 
turbulent and ambitious ſpirit of his rival. On the TI. 


cher hand, Bolingbroke charged the Treaſurer with 7; 


- * 


kwing invited the Duke of Marlborough to return 


correſpondence with the Houſe of Hanover. The 
Duke of Shrewſbury likewiſe Go of his 
laring preſumed to ſend orders to him in Ireland, 
without the privity of her Majeſty and the council. 
[1 all probability his greateſt crime was his having 


the Chancellor, and Oxford, in the Queen's preſence. 
The Treaſurer affirmed he had been wronged, and 
uſed by lies and miſrepreſentations, but he threat- 
med vengeance, declaring he would leave ſome 
jeople as low as he had found them when they firſt 
ted his notice. In the mean time he was re- 
wored from his employment; and Bolingbroke 
kemed to triumph in the victory he had obtained. 
He laid his account with being admitted as chief 
muſter into the adminiſtration of affairs; and is 
ad to have formed a deſign. of a coalition with 
e Duke of Marlborough, who at this very time 


4; nbarked at Oſtend for England. Probably, Oxford 
me d tried to play the ſame game, but met with a 
eſs pulſe from the Duke, on account of the implacable 
no entment which the Ducheſs had conceived againſt 
meat miniſter, ES 2. 

ou WR \ XLIIT. Whatever ſchemes might have been 
for "med, the fall of the Treaſurer was fo ſadden, that 


v plan was eſtabliſhed for ſupplying the vacancy 
cafioned by his diſgrace. The confuſion that in- 
iantly enſued at Court, and the fatigue of attend- 
82 long cabinet-council on this event, had ſuch 
effect upon the Queen's ſpirits and conſtitution, 
jat the declared ſhe ſhould not outlive it, and was 
imediately ſeized with a lethargick diſorder. Not- 
VOL. 11, 5 U withſtanding 


fom his voluntary exile, and maintained a private 


gren umbrage to the favourite, Lady Maſham. 
Certain it is, on the twenty-ſeventh day of July, a 
ſety acrimonious dialogue paſſed between that lady, 


289 
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B Oo O Kwithſtanding all the medicines which the phyſicians 
could preſcribe, the diſtemper gained ground fo fafi 
1714. that next day, which was the thirtieth ef July, they 
deſpaired of her life. Then the committee of the 
council aſſembled at the Cockpit adjourned to Ken. 
ſington. The Dukes of Somerſet and Argyle, in. 
formed of the deſperate ſituation in which the lay, 
repaired to the palace; and, without being ſum- 
moned, entered the council- chamber. The mem- 

bers were ſurprized at their appearance ; but the 
Duke of Shrewſbury thanked them for their readi. 

neſs to give their aſſiſtance at ſuch a critical junc- 
ture, and defired they would take their places. The 
ms having declared that the Queen was fil 


enſible, the council unamimouſly agreed to recom- 

mend the Duke of Shrewſbury as the fitteſt perſon to 

fill the place of Lord-Treaſurer. When this opinion 5 
was intimated to the Queen, ſhe ſaid, they cou 
not have recommended a perſon ſhe liked better g 
than the Duke of Shrewſbury. She delivered to hin ; 
the white. ſtaff, bidding him uſe it for the good x 
her people. He would have returned the Lom. pr 
chamberlain's ſtaff, but ſhe defired he would ke or 
them both: ſo that he was at one time poſſeſſed i n 
the three greateſt poſts in the kingdom, under til Be 
titles of Lord-treaſurer, Lord-chamberlain, and | 
Lord-lieutenant of Ireland. No nobleman in Engl tet! 
land better deſerved ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks ol the 
his Sovereign's favour. He was modeſt, libera exp 
diſintereſted, and a warm friend to his count thi; 
Bolingbroke's ambition was defeated by the gull Gre 
which the Dukes of Somerſet and Argyle exette vel 
en this occaſion. They propoſed, that all pri colo 
counſellors in or about London ſhould be invited t reg 
attend, without diſtinction of party. The mot oa, 
was approved; and Lord Somers, with many ot04 Her 
Whig members, repaired to Kenſington. The cou. 
cil being thus reinforced, began to provide for ii but n 
ſecurity of the kingdom. Orders were immediate er 


| diſpatche 


ANNE. 


quartered in remote counties, to march up to the 


of the ten Britiſh battalions in the Netherlands were 
directed to embark. at Oſtend for England, with all 
pollible expedition: an embargo was laid upon all 


„ linpping ; and directions given for equipping all the 
n- lips of war that could be ſooneſt in a condition for 
n- Wl {xrvice. They ſent a letter to the Elector of Brunſ- 
he BW wick, ſignifying that the phyſicians had deſpaired of 
d: the Queen's lite; informing him of the meaſures 
nc- WW they had taken: and defiring he would, with all con- 
— rement ſpeed, repair to Holland, where he ſhould 


be attended by a Britiſh ſquadron, to convey him to 
England, in caſe of her Majeſty's deceaſe. At the 
no fame time they diſpatched inftructions to the Earl of 
mon Strafford, to deſire the States-General would be 
ould i ready to perform the guarantee of the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion. The heralds at arms were kept in waiting 
mth a troop of horſe- guards, to proclaim the new 
King as ſoon as the throne: ſhould become vacant; 
Precautions were taken to ſecure the ſea-ports; to 
over-awe the Jacobites in Scotland; and the com- 


mand of the fleet was beſtowed upon the Earl of 
Berkley. 5 


ktdargick inſenſibility, with very ſhort intervals, till 
the firſt day of Auguſt in the morning, when ſhe 
expired, in the fiftieth year of her age, and in the 
turteenth of her reign. Anne Stuart, Queen of 
Great-Britain, was in her perſon of the middle ſize, 
well proportioned. Her hair was of the dark brown 
colour, her complexion ruddy ; her features were 
regular, her countenance was rather round than 
oral, and her aſpect more comely than majeſtick. 
er voice was clear and melodious, and her pre 
ence engaging. Her capacity was naturally good, 
but not much cultivated by learning ; nor did ſhe 
txlubit any marks of extraordinary genius, or per- 


ciſpatched to four regiments of horſe and dragoons © Hf. 


neighbourhood of London and Weſtminſter, Seven 17. 


\ XLIV. The Queen continued to doze in a 


v 2 ſonal 


201 
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B O © k ſonal ambition. She was certainly deficient in that 
I. vigour of mind by which a Prince ought to preſerye 
his independence, and avoid the ſnares and fetters of 
ſycophants and favourites : but whatever her weak. 
neſs in this particular might have been, the virtues 
of her heart were never called in queſtion. She ws 
a pattern of conjugal affection and fidelity, a tender 
mother, a warm friend, an indulgent miſtreſs, a mu- 
nificent patron, a mild and merciful prince, during 
whoſe reign no ſubject's blood was ſhed for treaſon, 
She was zealouſly attached to the Church of England 
from conviction rather than from prepoſſeſſion, un. 
affectedly pious, juſt, charitable, and compaſſionate 
She felt a mother's fondneſs for her people, by 
whom ſhe was univerſally beloved with a warmth 0 
affection which even the prejudice of party could 
not abate. In a word, if ſhe was not the greateſ, 
ſhe was certainly one of the beſt and moſt unble- 
 miſhed Sovereigns that ever ſat upon the throne 6 
England ; and well deſerved the expreſſive, though 
ſimple epithet of © The good Queen Anne.“ 
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Biſhop of Bangor. 


1 Ky I. II may be neceſſary to remind the reader 
PLS * of the ſtate of party at this important junc- 
714. ture, The Jacobites had been fed with hopes of 
ſeeing the ſucceſſion altered by the Earl of Oxford. 

Theſe hopes he had conveyed to them in a diſtant, 
undeterminate, and myſterious manner, without any 

other view than that of preventing them from taking 

violent meaſures to embarraſs his adminiſtration. 

At leaſt, if he actually entertained at one time any 

other deſign, he had, long before his diſgrace, laid 

ir wholly aſide, probably from an apprehenſion Pe 
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GEORGE I. 


and ſeemed bent upon making a merit of his zeal 
ſor the Houſe of Hanover: but his conduct was fo 
equivocal and unſteady, that he ruined himſelf in 
the opinion of one party, without acquiring the con- 
{dence of the other. The friends of the Pretender 
derived freſh hopes from the miniſtry of Boling- 
broke. Though he had never explained himſelf on 
this ſubject, he was ſuppoſed to favour the Heir of 
Blood, and known to be an implacable enemy to 
the Whigs, who were the moſt zealous advocates for 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. The Jacobites promiſed 
themſelves much from his affection, but more from 
his reſentment. : and they believed the majority of 
the Tories would join them on the ſame maxims. 
All Bolingbroke's ſchemes of power were defeated 
by the promotion of the Duke of Shrewſbury to the 
office of Treaſurer ; and all his hopes blaſted by the 
death of the Queen, on whoſe perſonal favour he 
depended. The reſolute behaviour of the Dukes of 
Somerſet and Argyle, together with the diligence 
and activity of a council in which the Whig intereſt 
had gained the aſcendancy, completed the confuſion 
of the Tories, who found themſelves without a head, 
dirided, diſtracted, and irreſolute. Upon recol- 
lection, they ſaw nothing ſo eligible as ſilence, and 
ſubmiſſion to thoſe — Aa which they could not 
oppoſe with any proſpect of ſucceſs. They had no 
other objection to the ſucceſſion in the Houſe of 
Hanover, but the fear of ſeeing the Whig faction 
once more predominant : yet they were not without 
hope that their new Sovereign, who was reputed a 
Prince of ſagacity and experience, would cultivate 
and conciliate the affection of the Tories, who were 
the landholders and proprietors of the kingdom, 
rather than declare himſelf the head of a faction 
which leaned for ſupport on thoſe who were enemies 
tothe Church and Monarchy, on the Bank and the 
monted-intereſt, raiſed upon uſury, and maintained 


by 
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B Oo O Kby corruption. In a word, the Whigs were elated 
II. and overbearing ; the Tories abaſhed and humble; 
1714, the Jacobites eager, impatient, and alarmed at a 

juncture which, with reſpect to them, was truly 
critical. 1 

$ II. The Queen had no ſooner reſigned her laſt 
breath than the privy-council met, and the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; the Lord Chancellor, and the 
Hanoverian Reſident, Kreyenburgh, produced the 
three inſtruments in which the Elector of Brunſwick 
had nominated the perſons * to be added as Lords 
Juſtices to the ſeven great officers of the realm. 
Orders were immediately iſſued for proclaimin 
King George, in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
The Regency appointed the Earl of Dorſet to carry 
to Hanover the intimation of his Majeſty's acceſſion, 
and attend him in his journey to England. They 
ſent the general officers in whom they could confide 
to their reſpective poſts : they reinforced the garriſon 
of Portſmouth : they appointed Mr. Addiſon their 
fecretary ; while Bolingbroke was obliged to ſtand at 
the door of the council-chamber with his bag and 
papers, and underwent every ſpecies of mortification. 
On the whole, King George aſcended the throne of 
Great-Britain in the fifty-fifth year of his age, with- 
out the leaſt oppoſition, tumult, or ſign of popular 
diſcontent : and the unprejudiced part of the nation 
was now fully perſuaded that no defign had ever 
been concerted by Queen Anne and her miniſtry in 
favour of the Pretender. The Mayor of Oxford 
received a letter, requiring him to proclaim the 
Pretender. This being communicated te the Vice- 
Chancellor, a copy of it was immediately tranſmit- 
ted to Mr. Secretary Bromley, member of Parlia- 
ment for the Univerſity ; and the Vice-Chancellor 


02 


' ® Theſe were the Dükés of Shrewſbury, Somerſet, Bolton, Devon: 
mire, Kent, Argyle, Montroſe and Roxburgh—the Earls of 71 
Angleſey, Carliſle, Nottingham, Abingdon, Scarborough, and Orior 
Lord Viſcount Townſhend, and Lords Hallifax and Cowper. 


offered 
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offered a reward of one hundred pounds to any perſon c HAP. 
who ſhould diſcover the author. It was either the II. 
production of ſome lunatick, or a weak contrivance 1714. 
to fix an odium on that venerable body. 

III. The Parliament having aſſembled, pur- 
ſuant to the act which regulated the ſucceſſion, the 
Lord Chancellor, on the fifth day of Auguſt, made 
a ſpeech to both Houſes in the name of the Re- 
gency. He told them, that the Privy-council ap- 
pointed by the Elector of Brunſwick had proclaimed 
that Prince under the name of King George, as the 
lawful and rightful Sovereign of theſe kingdoms ; 
and that they had taken the neceſſary care to main- 
tan the publick peace. He obſerved, that the ſeveral 
branches of the publick revenne were expired by the 
demiſe of her late Majeſty ; and recommended to 
the Commons the making ſuch proviſion, in that 
reſpect, as might be requiſite to ſupport the honour 
and dignity of the Crown. He likewiſe expreſſed 
his hope, that they would not be wanting in any 
thing that might conduce to the eſtabliſhing and ad- 
vancing of the publick credit. Both Houſes imme- 
dately agreed to addreſſes, containing the warmeſt 
expreſſions of duty and affection to their new Sove- 
reign, who did not fail to return ſuch anſwers as 
vere very agreeable, to the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, In the mean time the Lower Houſe pre- 
pared and paſſed a bill, granting to his Majeſty the 
lame civil-lift which the Queen had enjoyed ; with 
additional clauſes for the payment of arrears due to 
the troops of Hanover, which had been in the ſer- 
vice of Great-Britain ; and for a reward of one hun- 
wed thouſand pounds, to be paid by the Treaſury 
0 any perſon who ſhould apprehend the Pretender 
n landing, or attempting to land, in any part of 
the Britiſh dominions. Mr. Craggs, who had been 
diſpatched to Hanover before the Queen died, re- 
urning on the thirteenth day of Auguſt, with letters 
tom the King to the Regency, they went to the 

3 Houſe 
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Bo o x Houſe of Peers: then the Chancellor in another 


II. 


ſpeech to both Houſes, intimated his Majeſty's great 


ſäatisfaction in the loyalty and affection which his 


2714. 


ople had univerſally expreſſed at his acceſſion. 


Other addreſſes were voted on this occaſion. The 


Commons finiſhed the bill for the civil-liſt, and one 
for making ſome alterations in an act for a ſtate-lot- 
tery, which received the Royal aſſent from the Lords- 
Juſtices. Then the Parliament was prorogued. 

$ IV. Mr. Prior having notified the Queen's 
death to the Court of Verſailles, Louis declared that 
he would inviolably maintain the treaty of peace 
concluded at Utrecht, particularly with relation to 
the ſettlement of the Britiſh Crown in the Houſe of 
Hanover. The Earl of Strafford having ſignified 
the ſame event to the States of Holland, and the 
Refident of Hanover having preſented them with a 
letter, in which his Maſter claimed the performance 
of their guarantee, they reſolved to perform their 
engagements, and congratulated his Electoral High- 
nets on his ſucceſſion to the throne of Great-Britain, 
They invited him to paſs through their dominions, 
and aſſured him that his intereſts were as dear to 
them as their own. The Chevalier de St. George no 
ſooner received the news of the Queen's death, than 
he poſted to Verſailles, where he was given to under- 
ſtand, that the King of France expected he ſhould 
quit his territories immediately; and he was accoſd- 
ingly obliged to return to Lorraine. By this time 
Mr. Murray had arrived in England from Hano- 


ver, with notice that the King had deferred his de- 


— for ſome days. He brought orders to the 
egency to prepare a patent for creating the Prince. 
Royal Prince of Wales; and for removing Lord 
Bolingbroke from his poſt of Secretary. The ſeals 
were taken from this miniſter by the Dukes of 
Shrewſbury and Somerſet, and Lord Cowper, who 
at the ſame time ſealed up all the doors of his 
office. | 
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v. King George having veſted the government c HA p. 


of his German domimions in a council, headed b 
his brother Prince Erneſt, ſet out with the Electoral 
Prince from Herenhauſen on the thirty-firſt day of 


Auguſt ; and in five days arrived at the Hague, 


where he conferred with the States-General. On 
the ſixteenth day of September he embarked at 
Orange Polder, under convoy of an Engliſh and 
Dutch ſquadron, commanded by the Earl of Berk- 
ley ; and next day arrived at the Hope. In the 
afternoon the yacht ſailed up the River ; and his 
Majeſty, with the Prince, were landed from a barge 
at Greenwich, about fix in the evening. There he 
was received by the Duke of Northumberland, Cap- 
tain of the life- guards, and the Lords of the Regency. 
From the landing-place he walked to his houſe in 
the park, accompamied by a great number of the 
nobility, and other perſons of diſtinction, who had 
the honour to kiſs his hand as they approached. 
When he retived to his bed-chamber, he ſent for 
thoſe of the nobility who had diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their zeal for his ſucceflion : but the 
Duke of Ormond, the Lord Chancellor, and Lord 
Trevor, were not of the number. Next mornin 
the Earl of Oxford preſented himſelf with an air 
of confidence, as if he had expected to receive 
ſome particular mark of his Majeſty's favour : but 
he had the mortification to remain a confiderable 
ume undiſtinguiſhed among the crowd; and then 
was permitted to kiſs the King's hand, without being 
honoured with any other notice. On the other 
hand, his Majeſty expreſſed uncommon regard for 
the Duke of Marlborough, who had lately arrived in 
England, as well as for all the leaders of the Whig 
Party. 

\ VI. It was the misfortune of this Prince, as 
well as a very great prejudice to the nation, that he 
tad been miſled into ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt 
the Tories, who conſtituted ſuch a conſiderable part 
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B Oo O Kof his ſubjects. They were now excluded from all 
. thare of the Royal favour, which was wholly en- 
2314 groſſed by their enemies: theſe early marks of ayer. 
ſion, which he was at no pains to conceal, alienated 

the minds of many from his perſon and government, 
who would otherwiſe have {ſerved him with fidelity 
and affection. An inſtantaneous and total change 
was effected in all offices of honour and advantage, 
The Duke of Ormond was diſmiſſed from his com- 
mand, which the King reſtored to the Duke of 
Marlborough, whom he likewiſe appointed Colonel 

of the firſt regiment of foot-guards, and maſter of 
the ordnance. The great ſeal was given to Lord 
Cowper ; the privy ſeal to the Earl of Wharton; 
the government of Ireland to the Earl of Sundcer- 
land. The Duke of Devonſhire was made ſteward 

of the houſehold : Lord Townſhend and Mr. Stan- 
hope were appointed ſecretaries of ſtate ; the poſt of 
ſecretary for Scotland was beſtowed upon the Duke 

of Montroſe. The Duke of Somerſet was conſti- 
ruted maſter of the horſe : the Duke of St. Alban's 
captain of the band of penſioners ; and the Duke of 
Argyle commander in chief of the forces in Scot- 
land. Mr. Pulteney became ſecretary at war ; and 
Mr. Walpole, whe had already undertaken to ma- 
nage the Houſe of Commons, was gratified with the 
double place of paymaſter to the army and to Chel- 
ſea-hoſpital. A new privy-council was appointed, 
and the Earl of Nottingham declared prefident : but 
all affairs of conſequence were concerted by a cabi- 
net-council, or junto, compoſed of the Duke of 
Marlborough, the Earls of Nottingham and Sun- 
derland, the Lords Hallifax, Townſhend, and So- 
mers, and General Stanhope. The Regency had 

| already removed Sir Conſtantine Phipps, and the 
Archbiſhop of Armagh from the office of Lords Juſ- 
tices in Ireland, and filled their places in the fe- 
gency of that kingdom with the Archbiſhop of Dub- 


In and the Earl of Kildare. Allan Broderick was 
85 | appointed 
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formed, and the Duke of Ormond was named as 
one of the members. The Treaſury and Admiralty 
were put into commiſſion: all the governments 
were changed: and, in a word, the whole nation 
was delivered into the hands of the Whigs. At the 
lame time, the Prince-Royal was declared Prince of 
Wales, and took his place in council. The King 
was congratulated on his acceſſion in addreſſes from 
the two univerſities, and from all the cities and 
corporations in the kingdom. He expreſſed parti- 
cular ſatisfaction at theſe expreſſions of loyalty and 
affection. He declared in council his firm purpoſe 
to ſupport and maintain the churches of England and 
Scotland as they were by law eſtabliſhed ; an aim 
vhich he imagined might be effectually accompliſhed, 
without impairing the toleration allowed by law to 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and ſo neceſſary to the trade 
and riches of the kingdom: he, . moreover, aſſured 
them he would earneſtly endeavour to render pro- 
perty ſecure ; the good effects of which were no where 
lo clearly ſeen as in this happy nation. Before the 
coronation he created ſome new- peers, and others 
were promoted to higher titles.* On the twentieth 
day of October, he was crowned in Weſtminſter 
wth the uſual ſolemnity, at which the Earl of Ox- 
ford and Lord Bolingbroke affiſted. + On that very 
ay, the univerſity of Oxford, in full convocation, 


James, Lord Chandos, was created Earl of Caernarvon—Lewis, 
Lord Rockin ham, Earl of that name—Charles, Lord Oſſulton, Earl 
of Tankeryil e—Charles, Lord Hallifax, Earl of Hallifax—Heneage, 
od Guernſey, Earl of Alesford-—John, Lord Hervey, Earl of Briſ- 
tol=Thomas, Lord Pelham, Earl of Clare—Henry, Earl of Thom- 
nond, in Ireland, Viſcount Tadcafter — James, Viſcount” Caſtleton, 
n Ireland, Baron Sanderſon— Bennet, Lord Sherrard, in Ireland, 
baron of Harborou h--Gervaſe, Lord Piecrepont, in Ireland, Baron 
Pierrepont, in the —— of Bucks Henry Boyle, Baron of Carleton, 
" the County of York—Sir Richard Temple, Baron of Cobham— 
len, Lord Paget, Earl of Uxbridge. V3 


ith her two eldeſt daughters, the Princeſſes Anne and Amelia. 


unanimouſly 


la the month of October the Princeſs of Wales arrived in Englaud 
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pointed chancellor: another privy-council was CH A P, 


I. 


1714. 


F *>2 — — > £ r * 
a _ — 0 * 
e WT. 2.2 — = 
— — _- — — 4 = I 4 - N * 
4 * 4 — . - — - 3 
m_ * - 


— — — — ——ä—äʒ j—4äẽ. — — 


— 
9 Sus pa be ot <_ 4 
. — — = a 
a. * . — 8 — - 


SK 3 
— 
* 
4 OSS WH 


4 9 
< - ———— + n 6 — 
. 4 — bo ne, : —— - 
S K Mei pes, Fae = 
8 * 


r 


— 


—— ——— —— 
- >. * — 


302 


B © © Kunanimouſly conferred the degree of Doctor of Civ; | 


II. Law on Sir Conſtantine Phipps, with particular 
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marks of honour and eſteem. As the French Kin 
was ſaid to protract the demolition of Dunkir 
Mr. Prior receved orders to preſent a memorial to 
haſten this work, and to prevent the canal of Mar. 
dyke from being finiſhed. The anſwer which he | 
reccived being deemed equivocal, this miniſter was 
recalled, and the Earl of Stair appointed Ambaſlz- 


9 
8 


dor to the Court of France, where he proſecuted to 
this affair with uncommon vigour. About the ſame de 
time, General Cadogan was ſent as Plenipotentiary of 
to Antwerp, to aſſiſt at the barrier treaty, negoci- ob 
ated there between the Emperor and the States. Ne 
General. * | gir 

$ VII. Meanwhile, the number of the malcon- to: 
tents in England was conſiderably increaſed by the fro 
King's attachment to the Whig faction. The cla- qui 
mour of the Church's being in danger was revived: 910 
jealouſies were excited; ſeditious libels diſperſed ; WM Hie 


and dangerous tumults raiſed in different parts ef ve 
the kingdom. Birmingham, Briſtol, Chippenham, 


Norwich, and Reading were filled with licentiou WW Th: 
riot. The party cry was, Down with the Whigs! Qu: 
« Sacheverel for ever!” Many gentlemen of the WW Dr. 
Whig faction were abuſed ; magiſtrates in towns, ti 
and juſtices in the country, were reviled and in- ton: 
ſulted by the populace in the execution of their WW p e 
office, The Pretender took this opportunity to ind 
tranſmit, by the French mail, copies of a Ax He 1 
manifeſto to the Dukes of Shrewſbury, Marlbo-Wf « p 
rough, Argyle, and other noblemen of the firſt di "ng 1 
tinction. In this declaration he mentioned the good flood 
intentions of his ſiſter towards him, which were pre- Fiche 
vented by her deplorable death. He obſerved tha Biſhc 
his people, inſtead of doing him and themſele iss 
juſtice, had proclaimed for their King a forcigWl dipu 

ince, contrary to the fundamental and inconteſt — 


able laws of hereditary right, which their 1 
2 0 
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papers being delivered to the Secretaries of State, 


the King refuſed an audience to the Marquis 9 


Lamberti, Miniſter from the Duke of Lorraine, on 
the ſuppoſition that this manifeſto could not have 
been prepared or tranſmitted without the knowledge 
and countenance of his maſter. The Marquis hav- 
ng communicated this circumſtance to the Duke, 
that Prince abſolutely denied his having been privy 
to the tranſaction, and declared that the Chevalier 
de St. George came into Lorraine by the directions 
of the French King, whom the Duke could not dif- 
oblige without expoſing his territories to invaſion, 
Notwithſtanding this apology, the Marquis was 
given to underſtand that he could not be admitted 
to an audience until the Pretender ſhould be removed 
fom the dominions of his maſter ; he, therefore, 
quitted the kingdom without further heſitation. Reli- 
gion was ſtill mingled in all political diſputes. The 
High-churchmen complained that impiety and he- 
rely daily gained ground from the connivance, or 
at leaſt the ſupine neghgence of the Whig prelates. 
The Lower Houſe of Convocation had, before the 
Queen's death, declared that a book publiſhed by 
Dr. Samuel Clarke under the title of © The Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the Trinity, contained aſſer- 
tions contrary to the Cathohck faith. They ſent 
up extracts from this performance to the Biſhops 
and the Door wrote an anſwer to their objections. 
He was prevailed upon to write an apology, which 
he preſented to the Upper Houſe ; but apprehend- 
ng 1t might be publiſhed ſeparately, and miſunder- 
ood, he afterwards delivered an explanation to the 
Bilhop of London. This was ſatisfactory to the 
biſhops ; but the Lower Houſe reſolved, that it 
Was no recantation of his heretical aſſertions. The 
Uſputes about the Trinity increafing, the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops received directions, which were 
publiſhed, for preſerving unity in the Church, the 


purity 
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Ads of Settlement could never abrogate. Theſec HAP. 
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B 9 o Kpurity of the Chriſtian faith concerning the Holy An 
II. Trinity, and for maintaining the peace and quiet of = 
the State. By theſe every preacher was reſtricted ba 


1714. 


papers were ſeized by an order from the Secretary's 


from delivering any other doctrine than what is con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures with reſpec to the the 
Trinity; and from intermeddling in any affairs of pe 
ſtate or government. The like prohibition was vo 
extended to thoſe who ſhould write, harangue, or Kin 
diſpute on the ſame ſubjects. 91 
VIII. The Parliament being diſſolved, another n 1 
was called by a very extraordinary proclamation, in oy 
which the King complained of the evil deſigns of nels 
men diſaffected to his ſucceſſion ; and of their having ſucce 
miſrepreſented his conduct and principles. He men- hic! 
tioned the perplexity of publick affairs, the interrup- lat! 
tion of commerce, and the heavy debts of the nation. cur. 
He expreſſed his hope that his loving ſubjects would dul 
ſend up to Parliament the fitteſt perſons to redreſs Mi vile 
the preſent diſorders; and that in the elections, WM fn; 
they would have a particular regard to ſuch as had de pr 
expreſſed a firm attachment to the Proteſtant fuc- Wi tr bo 
ceſſion when it was in danger. It does not appear WW vr; 
that the Proteſtant ſucceflion was ever 1n danger. F the 
How then was this declaration to be interpreted? Mad t. 
People in general conſtrued it into a defign to main- 
tain party diſtinctions, and encourage the Whigs to 
the full exertion of their influence in the elections; 
into a renunciation of the Tories; and as the firlt 
flaſh of that vengeance which afterwards was ſeen to 
burſt upon the heads of the late miniſtry. When ud be. 
the Earl of Strafford returned from Holland, all his "at f 


office. Mr. Prior was recalled from France, and 
promiſed to diſcover all he knew relating to the 
conduct of Oxford's adminiſtration. Uncommoa 
vigour was exerted on both fides in the elections: 
but, by dint of the monied intereſt, which prevailed 
in moſt of the corporations through the kingdon, 
and the countenance of the miniſtry, which vi 


always 
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Aways have weight with needy and venal electors, ac A P. 
neat majority of Whigs was returned both in Eng- |. | 
and and Scotland. . ö 9 4 144 
\ IX. When this new Parliament aſſembled on Wi 
the ſeventeenth day of March, at Weſtminſter, Mr. 
dpencer Compton was choſen Speaker of the Com- 
nons. On the twenty-firſt day of the month, the 
King appeared in the Houſe of Lords, and delivered 
o the Chancellor a written ſpeech, which was read Fi 
n preſence of both Houſes. His Majeſty thanked Wo 
his faithful and loving ſubjects for that zeal and firm- + 
nes they had ſhown in defence of the Proteſtant 1 
ſucceſſion, againſt all the open and ſecret practices 1 
nich had been uſed to defeat it. He told them * 
lat ſome conditions of the peace, eſſential to the _ 1 
keurity and trade of Great-Britain, were not yet 1 
lr executed; and that the performance of the | 
mole might be looked upon as precarious, until! 
&fenfive alliances ſhould be formed to guarantee 
tte preſent treaties. He obſerved, that the Preten- 
(fr boaſted of the aſſiſtance he expected in England, 
v repair his former diſappointment ; that great part 
the national trade was rendered impracticable ; 
ad that the publick debts were ſurpriſingly in- 
ma(ed ever ſince the fatal ceſſation of arms. He gave 
e Commons to underitand, that the branches of the 
ende formerly granted for the ſupport of the civil 
ernment, were ſo far encumbered and alienated, 
lat the produce of the funds which remained, and 
ud been granted .to him, would fall ſhort of what 
"at firſt deſigned for maintaining the honour and 
Wty of the Crown ; that as it was his, and their 
wpineſs to ſee a Prince of Wales who might in due 
* ſucceed him on the throne, and to ſee him 
kd with many children; theſe circumſtances 
wud naturally occaſion an expence to which the 


on had not been for many years accuſtomed ; 
3 ae, therefore, he did not doubt but they would 
ib wk of it with that affection which he had reaſon 


4 

7 
” 
* 
9 
1 
: 
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B O O Kto hope from his Commons. He deſired that no 
I. unhappy diviſions of parties might divert them from 
17:4. Purſuing the common intereſts of their country. He 
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declared that the eſtabliſhed conſtitution in Church 
and State ſhould be the rule of his government ; and 
that the happinefs, eaſe, and proſperity of his peo- 
ple ſhould be the cheif care of his life. He con- 
cluded with expreſſing his confidence, that with their 
aſſiſtance he thould diſappoint the deſigns of thoſe 
who wanted to deprive him of that bleſſing which he 
moſt valued—the affection of his people. 

X. Speeches ſuggeſied by a vindictive miniſtry | 
better became the leader of an incenſed party, than 
the Father and Sovereign of a divided people. 
This declaration portended meaſures which it was 
the intereſt of the Crown to avoid, and ſuited the 
temper of the majority in both Houſes, which 
breathed nothing but deſtruction to their political 
adverſaries. The Lords, in their addreſs of thanks, 
profeſſed their hope that his Majeſty, aſſiſted by the 
Parliament, would be able to recover the reputation 
of the kingdom in foreign parts, the loſs of which 
they hoped to convince the world by their actions 
was by no means to be imputed to the nation in 
general, The Tories ſaid this was an invidious re- 
flection, calculated to miſlead and inflame the peo- 
ple, for the reputation of the kingdom had never 
been ſo high as at this very juncture. The Com- 
mons pretended aſtoniſhment to find that any con- 
ditions of the late peace ſhould not yet be duly 
executed ; and that care was not taken to form ſuch 
alliances as might have rendered the peace not pre- 
carious. They declared their reſolution to inquite 
mto theſe fatal miſcarriages; to trace out thoſe 
meaſures whereon the Pretender placed his hopes, 
and bring the authors of them to condign puniſh- 
ment. Theſe addreſſes were not voted without 
oppoſition. In the Houſe of Lords, the Dukes of 
Buckingham and Shrewſbury, the Earl of Auge. 
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cular and eccleſiaſtical, obſerved, that their addreſs 
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the Archbiſhop of York, and other Peers, both ſe-c HAP. 


I. 


was injurious to the late Queen's memory, and would 714. 


ſerve only to increaſe thoſe unhappy diviſions that 
diſtracted the kingdom. In the Lower Houſe, Sir 
Willam Wyndham, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Shippen, 
General Roſs, Sir William Whitelock, and other 
members took exceptions to paſſages of the ſame 
nature, in the addrefs which the Commons had 
prepared. They were anſwered by Mr. Walpole, 
Mr. Pulteney, and Mr. Secretary Stanhope. Theſe 
gentlemen took occaſion to declare, that notwith- 
ſtanding the endeavours which had been uſed to 
prevent a diſcovery of the late miſmanagements, by 
conveying away ſeveral papers from the ſecretary's 
office, yet the government had ſufficient evidence 
ft, to prove the late miniſtry the moſt corrupt that 
erer ſat at the helm; that thoſe matters would ſoon 
be laid before the Houſe, when it would appear 
that a certain Engliſh General had acted in concert 
with, if not received orders from, Mareſchal de 
Villars. Lord Bolingbroke, who had hitherto ap- 
peared in publick, as uſual, with remarkable ſere- 
nity, and ſpoke in the Houſe of Lords with great 
freedom and confidence, thought it was now high 


peated informations, that a reſolution was taken to 
purſue him to the ſcaffold ; that if there had been 
the leaſt reaſon to hope for a fair and open trial, 
er having been already prejudged, unheard, by 
the two houſes of Parliament, he ſhould not have 
declined the ſtricteſt examination. He challenged 
the moſt inveterate of his enemies to produce any 
one inſtance of criminal correſpondence, or the leaſt 
corruption in any part of the adminiſtration in which 
be was concerned. He ſaid, if his zeal for the ho- 

42 nour 


time to conſult his perſonal ſafety. He accordingly Boxer. 
vithdrew to the continent, leaving a letter which x 
ws afterwards printed in his juſtification. In this Po'ingbre 
paper, he declared he had received certain and re- ale. 
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B O O Knour and dignity of his Royal Miſtreſs, and the true 
II. intereſt of his country, had any where tranſported 
him to let ſlip a warm and unguarded expreſſion, he 


1714. hoped the moſt favourable interpretation would be 


put upon it. He affirmed, that he had ſerved her 


Majeſty faithfully and dutifully in that eſpecially 
which ſhe had moſt at heart, relieving her people 
from a bloody and expenſive war; and that he had 
always been too much an Engliſhman to ſacrifice the 
intereſt of his country to any foreign ally what- 
ſoever. | 

ln 1735 XI. In the midſt of all this violence againſt the 
late miniſters, friends were not wanting to eſpouſe 
their cauſe in the face of oppoſition ; and even in 
ſome addreſſes to the King their conduct was juſli- 
fied. | Nay, ſome individuals had courage enough 
to attack the preſent adminiſtration. When a mo- 
tion was made in the Houſe of Commons to confi- 
der the King's proclamation for calling a new Par- 
liament, Sir William Whitelock, member for the 
univerſity of Oxford, boldly declared it was unpre- 
cedented and unwarrantable. Being called upon to 
explain himſelf, he made an apology. Neverthe- 
leſs, Sir William Wyndham riſing up faid, the 
proclamation was not only unprecedented and un- 
warrantable, but even of dangerous conſequence to 
the very being of Parliaments. When challenged 

. to juſtify his charge, he obſerved, that every mem- 
ber was free to ſpeak his thoughts. Some exclaim- 
ed, © The Tower ! the Tower !” A warm debate 
enſued; Sir William being ordered to withdraw, 
was accompanied by one hundred and twenty: nin 
members; and thoſe who remained in the Howe 
reſolved, That he ſhould be reprimanded by the 
Speaker. He was accordingly reed, for having 
preſumed to reflect on his Majeſty's proclama- 
tion, and having made an unwarrantable uſe of the 
freedom of ſpeech granted by his Majeſty. Sir Wil- 


liam ſaid, he was not conſcious of having offered any. 
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indignity to his Majeſty, or of having been guilty of c HAP. 
2 breach of 3 : that he acquieſced in the de- I. 


termination of the 
to thoſe gentlemen who, under pretence of lenity, 
had ſubjected him to this cenſure. 

XII. On the ninth day of April, General Stan- 
hope delivered to the Houſe of Commons fourteen 
rolumes, conſiſting of all the papers relating to the 
te negociations of peace and commerce, as well 
23 to the ceſſation of arms; and moved that they 
might be referred to a ſelect committee of twenty 
perſons, who ſhould digeſt the ſubſtance of them 
under proper heads, and report them, with their 
obſervations, to the Houſe. One more was added to 
the number of this ſecret committee, which was 
choſen by ballot, and met that ſame evening. 
Mr. Robert Walpole, original chairman, being taken 
ll, was ſucceeded in that place by Mr. Stanhope. 
The whole number was ſubdivided into three com- 
mittees, To each a certain number of books was 
dlotted; and they carried on the inquiry with great 
agerneſs and expedition. Before this meaſure was 
uten, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, Biſhop of Sarum, died 
of a plevritick fever, in the ſeventy-ſecond year of 
wage, Immediately after the committee had begun 
o att, the Whig party loſt one of their warmeſt 
tbampions, by the death of the Marquis of Whar- 
mn, a nobleman poſſeſſed of happy talents for the 
abinet, the ſenate, and the common ſcenes of life; 
dents, which a life of pleaſure and libertiniſm did 
prevent him from employing with ſurpriſing 
our and application. The Committee of the 
loner Houſe taking the civil-liſt into conſideration, 
"mined ſeveral papers relating to that revenue. 
lhe Tories obſerved, that from the ſeven hundred 
"ouſand pounds granted annually to King William, 
ty thouſand pounds were allotted to the late Queen, 
Men Princeſs of Denmark; twenty thouſand pounds 
ache Duke of Glouceſter ; and twice that _ as a 

owry 


ouſe; but had no thanks to give 3715. 
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tion, ſhe had honourably ,mantained her family, 
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thouſand pounds had been yearly deducted from 
the revenues of the late —_— civil-liſt, and ap- 
plied to other uſes ; notwithſtanding which deduce | 


and ſupported the dignity of the Crown. In the 
courſe of the debate ſome warm altercation paſſed 
between Lord Guernſey and one of the member; 
who affirmed that the late miniſtry had uſed the 
Whigs, and, indeed, the whole nation, in ſuch a 
manner, that nothing they ſhould ſuffer could be 
deemed hardſhip. At length the Houſe agreed that 
the ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds clear 
ſhould be granted for the civil-liſt during his 
Majeſty's life. A motion being made for an addreſs 
againſt penſions, it was oppoled by Mr, Walpole, 
and over-ruled by the majority. The Lords paſſed 
the bill for regulating the land-forces, with ſome 

amendments. | 
$ XIII. On the eighteenth day of May, Sir John 
Norris ſailed with a ſtrong ſquadron to the Baltick, 
in order to protect the commerce of the nation, 
which had ſuffered from the King of Sweden, who 
cauſed all ſhips trading to thoſe parts to be ſeized 
and confiſcated. That prince had rejected the treaty 
of neutrality concerted by the Allies for the ſecunty 
of the Empire; and conſidered the Engliſh and 
Dutch as his enemies. The miniſters of England 
and the States-General had preſented memorials to 
the Regency of Sweden ; but finding no redreſs, they 
reſolved to protect their trade by force of arms. 
After the Swedith General, Steenboch, and his army 
were made priſoners, Count Wellen concluded 
treaty with the adminiſtrator of Holſtein-Gottorp 
by which the towns of Stetin and Wiſma were le 
ny into the Hands of the King of Pruſſia 
the adminiſtrator engaged to ſecure them, and all 
the reſt of Swediſh Pomerania, from the Poles and 
Muſcovites; but, as the Governor of * 90 
Uled 


— 
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into the province, ſubdued the iſland of Rugen, 
and obliged Stetin to ſurrender. Then the Governor 
conſented to the ſequeſtration, and paid ro the Poles 
and Muſcovites four hundred thoutand rix-dollars, 
to indemnify them for the expence of the ſiege. 
The King of Sweden returning from Turkey, re- 
ected the treaty of ſequeſtration, and inſiſted upon 
Stetin's being reſtored, without his repaying the 
money. As this Monarch likewiſe threatened to 
invade the electorate of Saxony, and chaſtiſe his 
filſe friend; King George, for the ſecurity of his 
German dominions, concluded a treaty with the 
King of Denmark, by which the duchies of Bremen 
and Verden, which had been taken from the Swedes 
in his abſence, were made over to his Britannick 
Majeſty, on condition that he ſhould immediately 
declare war againſt Sweden. Accordingly, he took 
poſſeſſion of the duchies in October, publiſhed a 
declaration of war againſt Charles in his German 
dominions : and detached fix thouſand Hanoverians 
to join the Danes and Pruftians in Pomerania. 
Theſe allies reduceed the iſlands of Rugen and 
Vledon, and attacked the towns of Wiſmar and 
dtralſund, from which laſt place Charles was obliged 
toretire in a veſſel to Schonen. He aſſembled a 
body of traops with which he propoſed to paſs the 
und upon the ice, and attack Copenhagen; but 
is diſappointed by a ſudden thaw. Nevertheleſs, 
be refufed to return to Stockholm, which he had 
not ſeen for ſixteen years; but remained at Carlſ- 


noon, in order to haſten his fleet for the relief of 


imar, 5 
\ XIV. The ſpirit of diſcontent and diſaffection 
kemed to gain ground every day in England. Not- 
mthſtanding proclamations againſt riots, and orders 
the juſtices for maintaining the peace, repeated 
umults were raiſed by the malcontents in the cities 
«London and Weſtminſter, Thoſe who — 
the 
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uſual marks of joy and feſtivity were inſulted by the 
populace; but next day, which was the anniverſary 
of the reſtoration, the whole city was lighted up 
with bonfires and illuminations, and echoed with the 
found of mirth and tumultuous rejoicing. The 
people even obliged the life-guards, who patroled 
through the ſtreets, to join in the cry of © High- 
church and Ormond !” and in Smithfield they burned 
the picture of King William. Thirty perſons were 


impriſoned for being concerned in theſe riots. One 


Bournois, a ſchoolmaſter, who affirmed that King 
George had no nght to the Crown, was tried, and 


ſcourged through the city, with ſuch ſeverity, that | 


in a few days he expired in the utmoſt torture. A 
frivolous incident ſerved to increaſe the popular fer- 
ment, The ſhirts allowed to the firſt regiment of 
guards, commanded by the Duke of Marlborough, 
were ſo coarſe, that the ſoldiers could hardly be 
perſuaded to wear them. Some were thrown into 
the garden of the King's palace, and into that 
which belonged to the Duke of Marlborough. A 
detachment, in marching through the city, pro- 
duced them to the view of the ſhopkeepers and 
paſſengers, exclaiming, Theſe are the Hanover 
ſhirts.” The Court being informed of this clamour, 
ordered thoſe new ſhirts to be burned immediately; 
but even this ſacrifice, and an advertiſement pub- 
liſhed by the Duke of Marlborough in his own vin- 
dication, did not acquit that Genera] of ſuſpicion 
that he was concerned in this mean ſpecies of pe- 
culation. A reward of fifty pounds was offered by 
the government to any perſon that would di{covel 
one Captain Wight, who, by an intercepted letter, 
appeared to be diſaffected to King George; and 
Mr. George Jefferies was ſeized at Dublin, with a 
packet, directed to Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of 
St. Patrick's. Several treaſonable papers being 


found in this packet, were tranſmitted to 22 ; 
efferics 
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efferies was obliged to give bail for his appearance; HAP. 
I. 


and Swift thought proper to abſcond. 


XV. The Houſe of Lords, to demonſtrate their 1718. 


abhorrence of all who ſhould engage in conſpiracies 
zeainſt their Sovereign, rejected with indignation a 
petition preſented to them in behalf of Blackburne, 
Calils, Barnarde, Meldrum, and Chambers, who 
had hitherto continued priſoners, for having con- 
ſired againſt the life of King William. On the 
ninth day of June, Mr. Walpole, as chairman of 
the ſecret committee, declared to the Houſe of 
Commons, that the report was ready ; and in the 
mean time moved, That a warrant might be iſſued 
by Mr. Speaker, for apprehending ſeveral perſons, 
particularly Mr. Matthew Prior and Mr. Thomas 
Harley, who being in the Houſe, were immediately 
taken into cuſtody. Then he recited the report, 
ranged under theſe different heads: the clandeſtine 
negociation with Monſieur Menager: the extraordi- 
nary meaſures purſued to form the congreſs at 
Utrecht: the trifling of the French plenipotentiaries, 
by the connivance of the Britiſh miniſters : the ne- 
gociation about the renunciation of the Spaniſh mo- 
narchy : the fatal ſuſpenſion of arms: the ſeizure of 
Ghent and Bruges, in order to diſtreſs the Allies and 
lavour the French: the Duke of Ormond's acting 
mn concert with the French General: the Lord Bo- 
lngbroke's journey to France, to negociate a ſepa- 
nte peace: Mr. Prior's and the Duke of Shrewſ- 


bury's negociation in France: the precipitate con- 


ufion of the peace at Utrecht. The report being 
read, Sir Thomas Hanmer moved, That the con- 
ſderation of it ſhould be adjourned to a certain day; 
and that in the mean time the report ſhould be 
punted for the peruſal of the members: he was 
econded by the Tories: a debate enſued; and the 
motion was rejected by a great majority. | | 
XVI. This point being gained, Mr. Walpole 
mpeached Henry Lord Viſcount ON - | 
ich- 
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meanours. Mr. Hungerford declared his opinon, 
that nothing mentioned in the report, in relation to 
Lord Bolingbroke, amounted to high-treaſon; and 
General Roſs expreſſed the ſame ſentiment. Then 
Lord Coninſby ſtanding up, The worthy chair. 
& man (ſaid he) has impeached the hand, but 
* I impeach the head: he nas impeached the clerk, 
* and I the juſtice: he has impeached the ſcholar, 
« and I the maſter. I impeach Robert Earl of 
* Oxford and Earl Mortimer of high-treaſon, and 
e other crimes and miſdemeanours.” Mr. Auditor 
Harley, the Earl's brother, ſpoke in vindication of 
that miniſter. He affirmed he had done nothing 
but by the immediate command of his Sovereign: 
that the peace was a good peace, and approved as 
ſuch by two Parhaments ; and that the facts charged 
to him in the report amounted only to miſde- 
meanours : if the ſanction of a Parliament, which 
is the repreſentative and legiſlature of the nation, 
be not ſufficient to protect a miniſter from the 
vengeance of his enemies, he can have no ſecurity. 
Mr. Auditor Foley, the Earl's brother- in- law, made 
a ſpeech to the ſame purpoſe : Sir Joſeph Jekyll, a 
ſtaunch Whig, and member of the fecret committee, 
expreſſed his doubt, whether they had ſufficient 
matter or evidence to impeach the Earl of high- 
treaſon, Nevertheleſs, the Houſe reſolved to im- 
peach him, without a diviſion. When he appeared 
in the Houſe of Lords next day, he found himſelf 
deſerted by his brother peers, as iafectious ; and 
retired with ſigns of confuſion. Prior and Harley 
having been examined by ſuch of the committee as 
were juſtices of the peace for Middleſex, Mr. Wal- 
pole informed the Houſe that matters of ſuch im- 
portance appeared in Prior's examination, that he 
was directed to move theni for that member's being 
cloſely confined. Prior was accordingly 1mprl- 


ſoned, and cut off from all communication. ” 
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the twenty-firſt day of June, Mr. Secretary Stan- H AP, 


lope impeached James Duke of Ormond, of high- 


I. 


reaſon, and other high crimes and miſdemeanours. 1515. 


Mr. Archibald Hutchinſon, one of the commuſ- 
foners of trade, ſpoke in favour of the Duke. He 
expatiated on his noble birth and qualifications : he 
enumerated the great ſervices performed to the 
own and nation by his Grace and his anceſtors : he 
obſerved, that in the whole courſe of his late con- 
duct, he had only obeyed the Queen's commands; 
and he affirmed that all allegations againſt him 
could not in the rigour of the law be conſtrued 
to high-treaſon. Mr. Hutchinſon was ſeconded 
by General Lumley, who urged that the Duke of 
(mond had on all occaſions given ſignal proofs of 
his affection for his country, as well as of perſonal 
courage ; and that he had generouſly expended the 
beſt part of his eſtate, by living abroad in a moſt 
noble and ſplendid manner, for the honour of his 
dorereign, Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſaid, if there was 
room for mercy, he hoped it would be ſhewn to that 
noble, generous, and courageous peer, who had in 
2 courſe of many years exerted thoſe great accom- 
piſhments for the good and honour of his country ; 
that, as the ſtatute of Edward III. on which the 
charge of high-treaſon againſt him was to be 
grounded, had been mitigated by ſubſequent acts, 
he Houſe ought not, in his opinion, to take ad- 
rantage of that act againſt the Duke, but only im- 
peach him of high crimes and miſdemeanours. 
General Roſs, Sir William Wyndham, and the 
ſpeakers of that party, did not abandon the Duke 
u thus emergency; but all their arguments and elo- 
quence were loſt upon the other faction, by which 
ney were greatly outnumbered. The queſtion 
being put, was carried for the impeachment of the 
uke of Ormond, who perceiving every thing con- 
Weed by a furious ſpirit of revenge, and that he 
fould nat expect the benefit of an impartial trial, 

| | conſulted 
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B O o Kconſulted his own ſafety, by withdrawing himſelt 


II. from the kingdom. On the twenty-ſecond day of 
8 June, the Earl of Strafford was likewiſe impeached 
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by Mr. Aiflaby, for having adviſed the fatal ſuſpen. 
fion of arms, and the ſc1zing of Ghent and Bruges, 
as well as for having treated the moſt Serene Houſe 
of Hanover with inſolence and contempt. He was 
alſo defended by his friends, but overpowered by 
his enemies. | 
XVII. When the articles againſt the Earl of 
Oxford were read in the Houſe, a warm debate aroſe 


upon the eleventh, by which he was charged with | 


having adviſed the French King in what manner 


Tournay might be gained from the States-General. | 


The queſtion being put, Whether this article 
amounted to high-treaſon; Sir Robert Raymond, 
formerly Solicitor General, maintained the negative, 
and was ſupported not only by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, and the Tories, but alſo by Sir Joſeph Jekyll. 
This honeſt patriot ſaid it was ever his principle to 
do juſtice to every body, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt ; and that it was the duty of an honeſt man 
never to act by a ſpirit of party: that he hoped he 
might pretend to have ſome knowledge of the law: 
of the kingdom ; and would not ſcruple to declare, 
that, in his judgment, the charge in queſtion did 
not amount to high-treaſon. Mr. Walpole an- 
ſwered with great warmth, that there were ſeveral 

erſons, both in and out of the committee, who did 
not in the leaſt yield to that member in point of 
honeſty, and who were ſuperior to him in the know- 
ledge of the laws, yet were fatisfied that the charge 
ſpecified in the eleventh article amounted to high- 
treaſon. This point being decided againſt the Earl, 
and the other articles approved by the Houſe, Lord 
Coninſby, attended by the Whig members, Im. 
peached the Earl of Oxford at the bar of the Houle 
of Lords, demanding at the fame time, that he 


might be ſequeſtered from Parliament, and _—_ 
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the conſideration of the articles might be adjourned. 
Ater a ſhort debate the articles were read; then the 
lery Lords moved that the Judges might be con- 
fulted. The motion being rejected, another was made, 
that the Earl ſhould be committed to ſafe cuſtody; 
this occaſioned another debate, in which he himſelf 
ſoke to the following purpoſe: That the whole 
charge might be reduced to the negociations and 
concluſions of the peace; that the nation wanted a 
peace, he ſaid, nobody would deny; that the con- 
ditions of the peace were as good as could be ex- 
jected, conſidering the backwardneſs and reluctancy 
which ſome of the allies ſhowed to come into the 
Oueen's meaſures : that the peace was approved by 
wo ſucceſſive Parhaments ; that he had no ſhare in 
the affair of Tournay, which was wholly trantacted 
by that unfortunate nobleman who has thought fit 
o ſtep aſide : that for his own part, he always acted 
by the immediate directions and commands of the 
ue Queen, without offending againſt any known 
ww; and, being juſtified by his own conſcience, 
ws unconcerned for the life of an inſignificant old 
man ; that, if miniſters of ſtate, acting by the im- 
nediate commands of their Sovereign, are afterwards 
o be made accountable for their proceedings, it 
mght one day or other be the caſe with all the 
members of that auguſt aſſembly: that he did not 
wWubt their Lordſhips, out of regard to themſelves, 
would give him an equitable hearing: and that in 
tie proſecution of the inquiry it would appear he 
d merited not only the indulgence, but even the 


* lam now to take my leave of your Lordſhips, and 
lay down my life with pleaſure in a cauſe favoured 
that Iam to be judged by the juſtice, honour, 


„ retire 


Hour of his government. My Lords (ſaid he) 
al this honourable Houſe, perhaps for ever; I ſhall 
by my late dear Royal Miſtreſs. When I contider 


"and virtue of my peers, I ſhall acquieſce, and. 
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"Hed to ſafe cuſtody, A motion was made, that c HAP. 
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BOOK © retire with great content; and, my Lords, Go 


II. 
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& will be done.” The Duke of Shrewſbury having 
acquainted the Houſe that the Earl was very much, 
indiſpoſed with the gravel, he was ſuffered to re- 
main at his own houſe, in cuſtody of the Black-ro: 
in his way thither he was attended by a great mul- 
titude of people, crying, © High-church, Ormond 
cc and Oxford, for ever!” Next day he was 
brought to the bar ; where he received a copy of 
the articles, and was allowed a month to prepare his 


anſwer. Though Dr. Mead declared that if the 


Earl ſhould be ſent to the Tower his life would be in | 


danger, it was carried, on a diviſion, that he ſhould 
be conveyed thither on the ſixteenth day of July. 
During the debate, the Earl of Angleſey obſerved 
that theſe impeachments were diſagreeable to the 
nation ; and that it þ to be feared ſuch violent 


meaſures would make fe ſceptre ſhake in the King's 
hands. This exprefſiqn kindled the whole Houſe 
into a flame. Some members cned, © To the 


Tower!“ ſome, To order!“ The Earl of Sun- 


derland declared, that if theſe words had been 
ſpoken in another place he would have called the 
perſon that ſpoke them to an account : in the mean 
time, he moved that the noble Lord ſhould explain 
himſelf. Angleſey, dreading the reſentment of the 
Houſe, was glad to make an apology ; which was 
accepted. The Earl of Oxford was attended to 
the Tower by a prodigious concourſe of people, who 
did not ſcruple to exclaim againſt his perſecutors, 
Tumults were raiſed in Staffordſhire, and other 
parts of the kingdom, againſt the Whig party, 
which had depreſſed the friends of the church, and 
embroiled the nation. The Houſe of Commons 
preſented an addreſs to the King, defiring that tlie 
laws might be vigorouſly executed againſt the rioters. 
They prepared the proclamation-act, decreeing, 
that if any perſons, to the number of twelve, un- 


lawfully aſſembled, ſhould continue * 
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juſiice of peace or other officer, and heard the pro- 
clamation againſt riots read in publick, they ſhould 
he deemed guilty of felony without benefit of 
clergy. 

XVII. When the King went to the Houſe of 
Peers, on the twentieth day of July, to give the 
Roval aflent to this, and ſome other bills, he told 
both houſes that a rebellion was aQually begun at 
home ; and that the nation was threatened with an 
imaſion from abroad. He, therefore, expected 
that the Commons would not leave the kingdom in 
a defenceleſs condition, but enable him to take ſuch 
meaſures as ſhould be neceſſary for the publick 
ſafety. Addrefles in the uſual ſtyle were imme- 
lately preſented by the Parliament, the Convoca- 
ton, the Common- council and Lieutenancy of 
London, and the two Univerſities: but that of Ox- 
ford was received in the moſt contemptuous manner; 
and the deputies were charged with diſloyalty, on 
account of a fray which had happened between ſome 
recruiting officers and the ſcholars of the Univerſity. 
The addreſſes from the Kirk of Scotland, and the 
Diſſenting Miniſters of London and Weſtminſter, 
met with a much more gracious reception. The 
Parliament forthwith paſſed a bill, empowering the 
king to ſecure — perſons, and to ſuſpend 
the Habeas-Corpus Act in that time of danger. A 
clauſe was added to a money: bill, offering the re- 
rard of one hundred thouſand pounds to ſuch as 
lhould ſeize the Pretender dead or alive. Sir 
beorge Byng was ſent to take the command of the 
leet, General Earle repaired to his government of 
Portſmouth : the guards were encamped in Hyde- 

ak: Lord Irwin was appointed Governor of Hull, 


Lord Windſor, the Generals Roſs, Webb, and 
wart, were diſmiſſed from the ſervice. Orders 
dete given for raiſing thirteen regiments of dra- 

goons, 


i the room of Brigadier Sutton, who, together with 
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were kept in readineſs to ſuppreſs tumults. In the 


midſt of theſe tranſactions the Commons added ſix 


articles to thoſe exhibited againſt the Earl of Ox- 
ford. Lord Bolingbroke was impeached at the 
bar of the Houſe of Lords by Mr. Walpole. Bills 
being brought in to ſummon him and the Duke of 
Ormond to ſurrender themſelves by the tenth of 
September, or, in default thereof, to attaint them 
of high-treaſon, they paſſed both houſes, and re- 
ceived the Royal Aſſent. On the laſt day of Auguſt, 
the Commons agreed to the articles againſt the 
Earl of Strafford, which being preſented to the 
Houſe of Lords, the Earl made a ſpeech in his 
own vindication. He complained that his papers 
had been ſeized in an unprecedented manner. He 
ſaid, if he had in his letters or diſcourſe dropped 
any unguarded expreſſions againſt ſome foreiga mi- 
niſters, while he had the honour to repreſent the 
Crown of Great-Britain, he hoped they would not 
be accounted criminal by a Britiſh Houſe of Peers : 
he defired he might be allowed a competent time to 
anſwer the articles brought againſt him, and have 
duplicates of all the papers which had either been 
laid before the committee of ſecrecy, or remained in 
the hands of government, to be uſed occaſionally in 
his juſtification, This requeſt was vehemently op- 
poſed by the leaders of the other party, until the 
Earl of Ilay repreſented that, in all civilized nations, 
all courts of judicature, except the inquiſition, al- 
lowed the perſons arraigned all that was neceſſary fot 
their juſtification ; and that the Houſe of Peers of 
Great-Britain ought not, in this caſe, to do any 
thing contrary to that honour and equity for which 
they were ſo juſtly renowned thoughout all Europe. 
This obſervation made an impreſſion on the Houle, 
which reſolved that the Earl ſhould be indulged with 
copies of ſuch papers as he might have occaſion to 


uſe in his defence. | 
e in E. defence Xx 
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XIX. On the third day of September, Ox-c HAP. 
ſord's anſwer was delivered to the Houſe of Lords, I. 
who tranſmitted 1t to the Commons. Mr. Walpole, 
having heard it read, ſaid it contained little more 
than a repetition of what had been ſuggeſted in ſome 
jamphlets and papers which had been publiſhed in 
| rindication of the late miniſtry : that it was a falſe 

and malicious libel, laying upon his Royal miſtreſs 

the blame of all the pernicious meaſures he had led 
her into, againſt her own honour, and the good of Me 
his country: that it was likewiſe a libel on the pro- By 

ceedings of the Commons, fince he endeavoured to 4 5.16 

dear thoſe perſons who had already confeſſed their WG 

gullt by flight. After ſome debate, the Houſe re- 1 

ſolved, That the anſwer of Robert Earl of Oxford 

ſhould be referred to the Committee appointed to | 
draw up articles of impeachment and prepare evi- 

fence againſt the impeached Lords; and that the 1 

Committee ſhould prepare a replication to the ' Hi 

anfver, This was accordingly prepared, and ſent up fg tE 

tothe Lords. Then the Commuttee reported, That £144, 
Mr. Prior had groſsly prevaricated on his examina- 6 
ton, and behaved with great contempt of their au- 1 
trity. The Duke of Ormond and Lord Viſcount _ 
bolngb1oke having omitted to ſurrender themſelves $7450 
within the limited time, the Houſe of Lords ordered 
tic Earl-Marſhal to raze out of the liſt of Peers 
ther names and armorial bearings. Inventories 
Were taken of their perſonal eſtates ; and the Duke's 
achievements, as Knight of the Garter, were taken 
wn from St. George's Chapel at Windſor. A man 
af candour cannot, without an emotion of grief and 
ndignation, reflect upon the ruin of the noble fa- 
iy of Ormond, in the perſon of a brave, gene- 
ous, and humane Nobleman, to whom no crime 
"3 imputed, but that of having obeyed the com- 
mands of his Sovereign. About this period, the 

ofal afſent was given to an act for encouraging. 
oalty in Scotland. By this law the tenant who 

vol. II. continued 
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B O O Kcontinued peaceable while his lord took arms in 
II. favour of the Pretender, was inveſted with the pro- 


1715. Perty of the lands he rented : on the other hand, it 
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them held private conſultations, and communicate! 


was decreed that the lands poſſeſſed by any perſon 
guilty of high-treaſon ſhould revert to the ſuperior of 
whom they were held, and be conſolidated with the 
ſuperiority ; and that all entails and ſettlements of 
eſtates, ſince the firſt day of Auguſt, in favour of 
children, with a fraudulent intent to avoid the puniſh- 
ment of the law due to the offence of high-treaſon, 
ſhould be null and void. It likewiſe contained a 
clauſe for ſummoning ſuſpected perſons to find ball 
for their good behaviour, on pain of being denounced 
rebels. By virtue of this clauſe all the heads of the 
Jacobite clans, and other ſuſpected perſons, were 
ſummoned to Edinburgh ; and thoſe who did not 
appear were declared rebels. 

dS XX. By this time the rebellion was actually 
begun in Scotland. The diſſenſions occaſioned in 
that country by the Union had never been wholly 
appeaſed. Even ſince the Queen's death, addreſſes 
were prepared in different parts of Scotland againſt 
the Union, which was deemed a national grievance ; 
and the Jacobites did not fail to encourage this aver- 
fion. Though the hopes of diſſolving that treaty 
were baffled by the induſtry and other arts of the 
Revolutioners, who ſecured a majority of Whigs in 
Parliament, they did not lay afide their deſigns o 
attempting ſomething of conſequence in favour 0 
the Pretender: but maintained a correſpondence wit 
the malcontents of England, a great number of whon 
were driven by apprehenſion, hard uſage, and reſent 
ment into a ſyſtem of politicks, which otherwiſe the! 
would not have eſpouſed. The Tories finding 
themſelves totally excluded from any ſhare in thi 
government and legiſlature, and expoſed to the in 
ſolence and fury of a faction which they deſpiſed 


began to wiſh in earneſt for a revolution. Some 0 
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with the Jacobites, who conveyed their ſentiments c HA p. 


o the Chevalier de St. George, with ſuch exaggera- 
tions as were dictated by their own eagerneſs and 


extravagance. They aſſured the Pretender that the 


nation was wholly diſaffected to the new govern- 
ment; and, indeed, the clamours, tumults, and con- 
rerſation of the people in general countenanced this 
aſſertion. They promiſed to take arms, without fur- 
ther delay in his favour; and engaged that the 
Tories ſhould join him at his firſt landing in Great- 
Britain. They, therefore, beſought him to come 
orer with all poſſible expedition, declaring that his 
appearance would produce an immediate revolution. 
The Chevalier reſolved to take the advantage of this 
favourable diſpoſition. He had recourſe to the 
French King, who had always been the refuge of 
bis family. Louis favoured him in ſecret; and, 
notwithſtanding his late engagements with England, 
chenſhed the ambition of raifing him to the throne 
of Great-Britain. He ſupplied him privately with 
lums of money, to prepare a ſmall armament in the 
port of Havre, which was equipped 1n the name of 
Depine d' Anicaut ; and, without all doubt, his deſign 
ns to aſſiſt him more eftectually, in proportion as 
the Engliſn ſhould manifeſt their attachment to the 
Houſe of Stuart. The Duke of Ormoud and Lord 
bolnghroke, who had retired to France, finding 
themſelves condemned unheard, and attainted, en- 
raged in the ſervice of the Chevalier, and corre- 
bonded with the Tories of England. 
XXI. All theſe intrigues and machinations were 
Ucovered and communicated to the Court of Lon- 
wn by the Earl of Stair, who then reſided as Eng- 
iſh Ambaſſador at Paris. He was a nobleman of 
queſtioned honour and integrity, generous, hu- 
mane, diſcerning, and reſolute. He had ſignalized 
lmſelf by his valour, intrepidity, and other mili- 
ay talents, during the war in the Netherlands ; and 
* now acted in another ſphere with uncommon vi- 
Y 2 Sour, 
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B O O K gout, vigilance, and addreſs. He detected the Che. 


II. xalier's ſcheme while it was yet in embryo, and gate 1 

N T uch early notice of it as enabled the King of Great. I 

| 1715 „ to { 

Britain to take effectual meaſures for defeating the 

i! deſign. All the Pretender's intereſt in France ex- _ 

| pired with Louis XIV. that oftentatious tyrant, who £ 

| | had for above half a century ſacrificed the repoſe of 1 

Chriſtendom to his inſatiate vanity and ambition. aa 

| At his death, which happened on the firſt day of * 

iq September, the regency of the kingdom devolved ** 
. to the Duke of Orleans, who adopted a new ſyſtem 

. 222 The 

F of politicks, and had already entered into engage- | the 

ments with the King of Great-Britain. Inſtead of He 

. aſſiſting the Pretender, he amuſed his agents with e 

0 myſterious and equivocal expreſſions, calculated to Iſhe 

F fruſtrate the deſign of the expedition. Neverthc- um 

þ leſs, the more violent part of the Jacobites in Great- by: 

| Britain believed he was at bottom a friend to their WW .:... 

cauſe, and depended upon him for ſuccour. They WW +4, 

even extorted from him a ſum of money by dint of WM Rai 

importunities, and ſome arms; but the veſſel was WM ud 

ſhipwrecked, and the cargo loſt upon the coaſt ol of 

Scotland. | Not 

dS XXII. The partiſans of the Pretender had pro- Vorn 

ceeded too far to retreat with ſafety ; and, there- (ue 

fore, reſolved to try their fortune in the field. The xop 

Earl of Mar repaired to the Highlands, where he nen 

held conſultations with the Marquifles of Huntley "WK 

and Tullibardine, the Earls Mariſchal and Southetk, ok 

the Generals Hamilton and Gordon, with the chicts | 

of the Jacobite clans. Then he aflembled three bie; 

hundred of his own vaſſals; proclaimed the Pre. lieu 

tender at Caſtletown, and ſet up his ſtandard at Brae Gate 

mar, on the ſixth day of September. By this tim pete 

the Earls of Home, Wintoun, and Kinnoul, Lorq ; mitte 

Deſkford, and Lockhart of Carnwath, with oth ver 

perſons ſuſpected of diſaffection to the preſent go br aj 

vernment, were committed priſoners to the caſile 08 fred 

Edinburgh; and Major-General Whetham marcheqq detal 
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vith the regular troops which were in that kingdom HA p. 
to ſecure the bridge at Stirling. Before theſe pre- I. 
cautions were taken, two veflels had arrived at Ar- 
broath from Havre, with arms, ammunition, and a 
great number of officers, who aſſured the Earl of 
Mar, that the Pretender would ſoon be with them in 
perſon. The death of Louis XIV. ſtruck a general 
damp upon their ſpirits ; but they laid their account 
with being joined by a powerful body in England. 
The Earl of Mar, by letters and meflages, preſſed Bf 
the Chevalier to come over without further delay. mk 
He, in the mean time, aſſumed the title of Lieu- | | 
tenant-General of the Pretender's forces, and pub- Fre 
lihed a declaration, exhorting the people to take | 
ums for their lawful Sovereign. This was followed 
by a ſhrewd manifeſto, explaining the national griev- 
aces, and aſſuring the people of redreſs. Some 
of his partiſans — to ſurprize the caſtle of 
Edinburgh ; but were prevented by the vigilance 
ad activity of Colonel Stuart, Lieutenant-governor 
of that fortreſs. The Duke of Argyle ſet out for 
Scotland, as Commander in chief of the forces in 
North Britain : The Earl of Sutherland ſet fail in the 
Queendorough ſhip of war for the North, where he 
propoſed to raiſe his vaſlals for the ſervice of govern- 
nent; and many other Scottiſh Peers returned to 
tier own country, in order to fignalize their loyalty 
to King George. | 5 
XXIII. In England the practices of the Jaco- 
bites did not eſcape the notice of the miniſtry, 
ieutenant-Colone] Paul was impriſoned in the 
 bate-houſe for inlifling men in the ſervice of the 
hetender. The titular Duke of Powis was com- 
mited to the Tower: Lords Landſdown and Duplin 
gere taken into cuſtody ; and a warrant was iſſued 
for apprehending the Earl of Jerſey, The King de- 
ed the conſent of the Lower Houſe to ſeize and 
tain Sir William Wyndham, Sir John Packing- 
bn, Mr, Edward Harvey of Combe, Mr. Thomas 
Forſter, 
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B Oo O k Forſter, Mr. John Anſtis, and Mr. Corbet Kynaſton, 
.1E who were members of the Houſe, and ſuſpected of 
1715. favouring the invaſion. The Commons unanimouſly 
agreed to the propoſal, and preſented an addreſs, 
ſignifying their approbation. Harvey and Anſtis 
were immediately ſecured. Forſter, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of ſome Popiſh Lords, aſſembled a body of 
men in Northumberland : Sir John Packington being 
examined before the Council, was diſmiſſed for want 
of evidence: Mr. Kynaſton abſconded; Sir William 
Wyndham was feized at his own houſe in Somerſet- 
ſhire by Colonel Huſke and a meſſenger, who {e- 
cured his papers: he found means, however, to 
eſcape from them; but afterwards ſurrendered him- 
ſelf, and, having been examined at the Council- 
board, was committed to the Tower. His father- 
in-law, the Duke of Somerſet, offered to become 
bound for his appearance; and being rejected as bail 
expreſſed his reſentment ſo warmly, that the King 
thought proper to remove him from 'the office of 
Maſter of the Horſe. On the twerity-firſt day of 
September, the King went to the Houſe of Lords, 
and paſſed the bills that were ready for the Royal 
afſent. Then the Chancellor read his Majeſtys 
ſpeech expreſſing his acknowledgement and fatis- 
faction, in conſequence of the uncommon marks of 
their affection he had received: and the Parliament 
adjourned to the ſixth day of October, 
XXIV. The friends of the Houſe, of Stuart 
were very numerous in the weſtern counties, and be- 
gan to make preparations for an inſurrection. They 
Pad concealed ſome arms and artillery at Bath, and 
formed a deſign to ſurprize Briſtol: but they were 
betrayed and diſcovered by the cmiflaries of the 
government; which baffled all their ſchemes, and 
apprehended every perſon of confequence ſuſpected 
of attachment to that cauſe. The Univerfity of 
Oxford felt the rod of power on that occafion. 


Major-General Pepper, with a ſtrong detachment ol 
dragoons, 


— —_—_> — ou 


——— —— 
1 


. 


7 — 
— 2 2 


2 — „ 


2 
2 — a - TERS 7 . & way 
Cat + 


2 
„ 3 8 — 


—— — IE ISM 


Cc CD 2. — | 


a” — —_— _—— 
— —— — — 


— 
bon, © 


# 4 
— 


GEORGE I. 


dragoons, took poſſeſſion of the city at day-break, cn a Þ. 


declaring he would uſe military execution on all 


ſudents who ſhould preſume to appear without the TIO 


limits of their reſpective colleges. He ſeized ten 
or eleven perſons, among whom was one Lloyd, a 
coffeeman ; and made prize of ſome horſes and fur- 
niture belonging to Colonel Owen, and other gentle- 
men. With this booty he retreated to Abingdon; 
and Handaſyde's regiment of foot was afterwards 
quartered in Oxford, to overawe the Univerſity. 
The Miniſtry found it more difficult to ſuppreſs the 
inſurgents in the northern counties. In the month 
of October the Earl of Derwentwater and Mr. Forſter 
took the field with a body of horſe, and being joined 
by ſome gentlemen from the borders of Scotland, 
proclaimed the Pretender in Warkworth, Morpeth, 
and Alnwick. The firſt deſign was to ſeize the town 
of Newcaſtle, in which they had many friends : but 
they found the gates ſhut upon them, and retired to 
Hexham : while General Carpenter having aſſembled 
a body of dragoons, reſolved to march from New- 
caſtle, and attack them before they ſhould be rein- 
forced. The rebels retiring northward to Woller, 
were joined by two hundred Scottiſh hoxſe under the 
Lord Viſcount Kenmuir, and the Earls of Carnwath 
al Wintoun, who had ſet up the Pretender's ſtan- 
ard at Moffat, and proclaimed him in different 
paris of Scotland. The rebels thus reinforced ad- 
Yanced to Kelſo, having received advice that they 
rould be joined by Mackintoſh, who had croſſed 
the Forth with a body of Highlanders. 

XXV. By this time the Earl of Mar was at the 
head of ten thouſand men well armed. He had ſe- 
cured the paſs of the Tay at Perth, where his head- 
quarters were eſtabliſhed, and made himſelf maſter 
of the whole fruitful province of Fife, and. all the 
lea-coaſt on that fide of the Frith of Edinburgh. 
He ſelected two thouſand five hundred men, com- 
manded by Brigadier Mackintoſh, to make a deſcent 

| upon 
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ſurgents, arriving at the ſame time, a council of war 
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B O O Kupon the Lothian fide, and join the Jacobite in 


that county, or ſuch as ſhould take arms on the bor- 
ders of England. Boats were aſſembled for this 
purpoſe : and notwithſtanding all the precautions 
that could be taken by the King's ſhips 1n the Frith, 
to prevent the deſign, above fifteen hundred choſen 
men made good their paſſage in the night, and 
landed on the coaſt of Lothian, having croſſed an 
arm of the ſea about ſixteen miles broad, in open 
boats, that paſſed through the midſt of the King's 
cruiſers. Nothing could be better concerted, cr 
executed with more conduct and courage, than was 
this hazardous enterprize. They amuſed the King's 
ſhips with marches and counter-marches along the 
coaſt, in ſuch a manner that they could not poflibly | 
know where they intended to embark. The Earl of 
Mar, in the mean time, marched from Perth to 
Dumblaine, as if he had intended to croſs the Forth 
at Stirling- bridge: but his real deſign was to divert 
the Duke of Argyle from attacking his detachment 
which had landed in Lothian. So far the ſcheme 
ſucceeded. The Duke, who had aſſembled ſome 
oops in Lothian, returned to Stirling with the ut- 
moſt expedition, after having ſecured Edinburgh 
and obliged Mackintoſh to abandon his defign on 
that city. This partiſan had actually taken poſſeſſion 
of Leith, from whence he retired to Seaton-houſe, 
near Preſton-pans, which he fortified in ſuch a man- 
ner that he could not be forced without artillery. 
Here he remained until he received an order across 
the Frith from the Earl of Mar, to join Lord Ren- 
muir and the Engliſh at Kelſo, for which place he 
immediately began his march, and reached 1t on the 
twenty-ſecond day of October, though a good num 
ber of his men had deſerted on the route. 

C XXVI. The Lord Kenmuir, with the Earls of 
Wintoun, Nithſdale, and Carnwath, the Earl of 
Derwentwater, and Mr. Forſter, with the Engliſh in- 


Was 
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ws immediately called. Wintoun propoſed that c H AP. 
they ſhould march immediately into the weſtern . 
parts of Scotland and join General Gordon, WhO 1715. | 
commanded a ftrong body of Highlanders in Argyle- 3 
ſhire, The Engliſh inſiſted upon croſſing the | 
Tweed, and attacking General Carpenter, whoſe 
troops did not exceed nine hundred dragoons. 
Neither ſcheme was executed. They took the route 
to Jedburgh, where they reſolved to leave Carpenter 
on one fide, and penetrate into England by the ot 
weſtern border. The Highlanders declared they 1 
would not quit their own country; but were read way 
to execute the ſcheme propoſed by the Earl of Win- 1 
toun. Means, however, were found to prevail upon 2.5 
one half of them to advance, while the reſt returned Mc 
to the Highlands. At Brampton, Forſter opened Mk 
his commiſſion of General, which had been ſent to | 
him from the Earl of Mar, and proclaimed the Pre- 44 
tender. They continufd their march to Penrith, | 1 
where the ſheriff, aſſiſted by Lord Lonſdale and l 
the Biſhop of Carliſle, had aſſembled the whole Why 
poſſe-comutatus of Cumberland, amounting to twelve 

thouſand men, who diſperſed with the utmoſt preci- 

pitation at the approach of the rebels. From Pen- 

nth, Forſter proceeded by the way of Kendal and 

Lancaſter to Preſton, from whence Stanhope's regi 

ment of dragoons, and another of militia, imme 165 
diateiy retired; ſo that he took poſſeſſion of the place He 
without reſiſtance. General Willis marched againſt - 
the enemy with fix regiments of horſe and dra- Why. 
goons, and one battalion of foot commanded b 43 
Colonel Preſton. They had advanced to the bridge . wk 
« Ribble before Forſter received intelligence of 1 
their approach. He forthwith began to raiſe bar- 
ncadoes, and put the place in a poſture of defence. tf 
On the twelfth day of November, the town was * 5, 008 
bnikly attacked in two different places: but the | 0 
ing 's troops met with a very warm reception, and * 
dete repulſed with conſiderable loſs. Next day 5 
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B O o k General Carpenter arrived with a reinforcement of 


. 


— 


1715 . 


; dered at Preſton was remarkable for the battle 9% 


and the Earl of Mar, who commanded the Preten 


three regiments of dragoons ; and the rebels were de 
inveſted on all ſides. The Highlanders declared 2 
they would make a fally ſword in hand, and either 
cut their way through the King's troops, or periſh 
in the attempt; but they were over-ruled. Forſter 
{ent Colonel Oxburgh with a trumpet to General 
Willis, to propoſe a capitulation. He was given to 
underſtand, that the General would not treat with 
rebels; but in caſe of their ſurrendering at diſcre- 


tion, he would prevent his ſoldiers from putting d. 
them to the ſword, until he ſhould receive further * 
orders. He granted them time to conſider till next of 
morning, upon their delivering the Earl of Der- bs 
wentwater and Mackintoſh as hoſtages. When of 
Forſter ſubmitted, this Highlander declared he could hat 
not promiſe the Scots would ſurrender in that the 
manner. The General defired him to return to his Wil For 
people, and he would forthwith attack the town, in nll 
which caſe every man of them ſhould be cut to e 
Pieces. The Scottiſh noblemen did not chooſe to of | 
run the riſque ; and perſuaded the Highlanders to of 
accept the terms that were offered. They accord- te 
ingly laid down their arms, and were put under « WW W 
ſtrong guard. All the noblemen and leaders were = 
ſecured. Major Nairn, Captain Lockhart, Captain i 
Shaftoe, and Enſign Erſkine, were tried by a Court * 
martial, as deſerters, and executed. Lord Charles 
Murray, ſon of the Duke of Athol, was likewiſe > 
condemned for the ſame crime, but reprieved. The 1 * 
common men were impriſoned at Cheſter and Liver. = 


ool, the noblemen and conſiderable officers were 
fent to London, conveyed through the ſtreets pi 
nionet like malefactors, and committed to the Tower ill 


and to Newgate. 
XXVII. The day on which the rebels ſurren- 


Dumblaine, fought between the Duke of Argyle 


der 


GEORGE I. 


ders forces. This nobleman had retreated to his c HA p. 
camp at Perth, when he underſtood the Duke was I. 
returned from Lothian to Stirling. But being now 151; 


joined by the northern clans under the Earl of Sea- 
forth, and thoſe of the weſt commanded by General 
Gordon, who had ſignalized himſelf in the ſervice 
of the Czar of Muſcovy, he reſolved to paſs the 
Forth, in order to join his ſouthern friends, that 
they might march together into England, With 
this view he advanced to Auchterarder, where he 
reviewed his army, and reſted on the eleventh day 
of November. 'The Duke of Argyle, appriſed of 
his intention, and being joined by ſome regiments 
of dragoons from Ireland, determined to give him 
battle in the neighbourhood of Dumblaine. On 
the twelfth day of the month, Argyle paſſed the 
Forth at Stirling, and encamped with his left at the 
nllage of Dumblaine, and his right towards Sheriff. 
moor. The Farl of Mar advanced within two miles 
of his camp, and remained till day-break in order 
of battle; his army conſiſting of nine thouſand 
efective men, cavalry as well as infantry. In the 
morning, the Duke, underſtanding they were in 
motion, drew up his forces, which did not exceed 
three thouſand five hundred men, on the heights to 
the north-eaſt of Dumblaine : but he was outfſanked 
both on the right and left. The clans that formed 
part of the centre and right wing of the enetny, with 
Glengary and Clanronald at their head, charged the 
kf of the King's army ſword in hand, with ſuch 
mpetuoſity, that in ſeven minutes both horſe and 
foot were totally routed with great ſlaughter ; and 
General Whethem, who commanded them, fled at 
ill gallop to Stirling, where he declared that the 
Royal army was totally defeated. In the mean 
ume, the Duke of Argyle, who commanded in per- 
on on the right, attacked the left of the enemy, at 
the head of Stair's and Evans's dragoons, and drove 
tem two miles before him, as far as the water of 

| Allan : 
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B O O K Allan: yet in that ſpace they wheeled about, and 
II. attempted to rally ten times; ſo that he was obliged 
1715, to preſs them hard, that they might not recover 
from their confuſion. Brigadier Wightman followed, 

in order to ſuſtain him with three battalions ct 
infantry ; while the victorious right wing of the re: 

bels having purſued Whetham a conſiderable way 
returned to the field, and formed in the rear of 
Wightman, to the amount of five thouſand men, 
The Duke of Argyle, returning from the purſuit 
joined Wightman, who had faced about, and taken 
poſſeſſion of ſome encloſures and mud-walls, in ex 
pectation of being attacked. In this poſture both 
armies fronted each other till the evening, when 

the Duke drew off towards Dumblaine, and the re. 
bels retired to Ardoch, without mutual moleſtation, 
Next day the Duke marching back to the field of 
battle, carried off the wounded, with four pieces of 
cannon left by the army, and retreated to Stirling, 
Few priſoners were taken on either fide : the num. 

ber of the ſlain might be about five hundred of each 
army, and both Generals claimed the victory. This 
battle was not ſo fatal to the Highlanders as the lols 

of Inverneſs, from which Sir Joha Mackenzie was 
driven by Simon Frazer Lord Lovat, who, contrary 
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to the principles he had hitherto profeſſed, ſecured 


this important poſt, for the government; by which 
means a free communication was opened with the 


North of Scotland, where the Earl of Sutherland had 
raiſed a conſiderable body of vaſſals. The Marqu 
of Huntley and the Earl of Seaforth were obliged to 
quit the rebel army, in order to defend their ow 
territories; and in a little time ſubmitted to King 
George : a good number of the Frazers declared 
with their chief againſt the Pretender: the Mar- 


quis of Tullibardine withdrew from the army, te 


cover his own country; and the clans, ſeeing 0 
likelihood of another action, began to diſperſe, ac. 
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General, by virtue of the treaty, landed in England, 
ind began their march for Edinburgh : General Ca- 
dogan let out for the ſame place, together with Bri- 
gadier Petit, and fix other engineers: and a train 
of artillery was ſhipped at the Tower for that coun- 
try, the Duke of Argyle reſolving to drive the Earl 
of Mar out of Perth, to which town he had retired 
with the remains of his forces. The Pretender hav- 
ng been amuſed with the hope of ſeeing the whole 
kingdom of England riſe up as one man in his be- 
half; and the Duke of Ormond having made a fruit- 
ls voyage to the weſtern coaſt, to try the diſpoſition 
of the people, he was now convinced of the vani 

of his expectation in that quarter ; and, as he knew 
not what other courſe to take, he refolved to hazard 
lis perſon among his friends in Scotland, at a time 
when his affairs in that kingdom were abſolutel 

leſperate, From Bretagne he poſted through part 
of France in diſguiſe, and embarking in a ſmall 


on the twenty-ſecond day of December at Peterhead 
wth ſix gentlemen in his retinue, one of whom was 
the Marquis of Tinmouth, fon to the Duke of Ber- 
wck. He paſſed through Aberdeen incognito, to 
Fettcrofle, where he was met by the Earls of Mar 
ad Mariſchal, and about thirty noblemen and gen- 
lemen of the firſt quality. Here he was ſolemnly 
poclamed : his declaration, dated at Commercy, 
as printed and circulated through all the parts in 
let neighbourhood ; and he received addrefles from 
tte epiſcopal clergy, and the laity of that commu- 
non in the dioceſe of Aberdeen. On the fifth day 
& January, he made his publick entry into Dundee; 
ad on the ſeventh arrived at Score, where he ſeemed 
Etermined to ſtay until the ceremony of his corona- 
Jen ſhould be performed. From thence he made 


all 


CS 


XXVIII. The government was now in a con- HAP. 
ation to ſend ſtrong reinforcements to Scotland. I. 
Sx thouſand men that were claimed of the States- 1513. 


reflel at Dunkirk, tired for that purpoſe, arrived 
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BOOK an excurſion to Perth, where he reviewed his forces, Ger 
i. Then he formed a regular council; and publiſhed ju 
m—_ . fix proclamations; one for a general thankſgiving, 


on account of his ſafe arrival; another enjoining the - 
miniſters to pray for him in churches; a third eſiz- ＋ 
bliſhing the currency of foreign coins; a fourth ſum. * 
moning the meeting of the convention of eſtates; 4 1 
fifth ordering all ſenſible men to repair to his ſtan- wy 
dard; and a ſixth, fixing the twenty-third day of _ 
January for his coronation. Ile made a pathetick — 
ſpeech in a grand council, at which all the chief of a 
his party aſſiſted. They determined, however, t tic 
abandon the enterpriſe, as the King's army was ke. he F 
inforced by the Dutch auxiliaries, and they them- hp 
ſelves were not only reduced to a ſmall pots, Fr dello 
likewiſe deſtitute of money, arms, ammunition, 
forage, and proviſion ; for the Duke of Argyle had 0 
taken poſſeſſion of Burnt-iſland, and tranſported jon 
detachment to Fife, ſo as to cut off Mar's communi. TED 
cation with that fertile country. 8 + 
$ XXIX. Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the 18 
weather, and a prodigious fall of ſnow, which ren- e 
dered the roads almoſt impaſſable, the Duke, on tr ch 
the twenty-ninth of January, began his march to Has 
Dumblaine, and next day reached Tullibardine, Ga 
where he received intelligence that the Pretender he pr 
and his forces had, on the preceding day, retired «Orr 
towards Dundee. He forthwith took poſſeſſion of 8. 
Perth; and then began his march to — — 
in purſuit of the enemy. The Chevalier nY Lord « 
George, being thus hotly purſued, was 2 heir K 
upon to embark on board a ſmall French ſhip tha reg 
lay in the harbour of Montroſe. He was 2 lie 3 
nied by the Earls of Mar and Melford, the lin, 
Drummond, Lieutenant-General Bulkley, and ot 5 
erſons of diſtinction, to the number of 1 Xempt 
* order to avoid the Engliſh cruiſers, they ſtretche pit 
over to Norway, and coaſting along the Ge — Feteng 
and Dutch ſhores, arrived in five days at 1 not 
1 
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General Gordon, whom the Pretender had left En- CHAP. 
nander in chief of the forces, aſſiſted by the Earl ., 
Mariſchal, proceeded with them to Aberdeen, where 1713. 
te ſecured three veſſels to ſail northward, and take 
on board the perſons who intended to make their 
cape to the continent. 'Then they continued their 
march through Strathſpey and Strathdown, to the 
hills of Badenock, where the common people were 
quietly diſmiſſed. This retreat was made with ſuch 
expedition, that the Duke of Argyle, with all his 
aftvity, could never overtake their rear-guard, 
xhich conſiſted of a thouſand horſe, commanded by 
the Earl Mariſchal. Such was the iſſue of a rebel- 
lon that proved fatal to many noble families: a re- 
bellion which, in all probability, would never have 
happened, had not the violent meaſures of a Whig 
niniſtry kindled ſuch a flame of diſcontent in the 
nation, as encouraged the partiſans of the Pretender 
to hazard a revolt. 

XXX. The Parliament of Ireland, which met 
u Dublin on the twelfth day of November, ſeemed 
gen more zealous, if poſſible, than that of England, 
for the preſent adminiſtration. They paſſed bills 
fr recognifing the King's title; for the ſecurity of 
ls perſon and government; for ſetting a price on 
the Pretender's head ; and for attainting the Duke 
at Ormond. They granted the ſupplies without op- 
poſition, All thoſe who had addreſſed the late 
Queen in favour of Sir Conſtantine Phipps, then 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, were now brought upon 
keit knees, and cenſured as guilty of a breach of 
Mmrlege, They deſired the Lords-Juſtices would 
ue a proclamation againſt the Popiſh inhabitants 
Limerick and Galway, who, preſuming upon the 
aptulation ſigned by King William, claimed an 
demption from the penalties impoſed upon other 
:piſts. They engaged in an aſſociation againſt the 
tender, and all his abettors. They voted the 
Larl of Angleſey an enemy to the King and —_ 

dom. 
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B O O K dom, becauſe he adviſed the Queen to break tlie 


II. 
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army, and prorogue the late Parliament; and they 
addreſſed the King to remove him from his counci 
and ſervice. The Lords- Juſtices granted orders for 
apprehending the Earls of Antrim and Weſimeath, 
the Lords Natterville, Cahir, and Dillon, as perſon; 
ſuſpected of diſaffection to the government. Then 
they adjourned the two Houſes. 

$ XXX. The King, in his ſpeech to the Eng. 
liſh Parliament, which met on the ninth of January, 
told them he had reaſon to believe the Pretender 
was landed in Scotland: he congratulated them on 
the ſucceſs of his arms in ſuppreſſing the rebellion: 
on the concluſion of the barrier treaty between the 
Emperor and the States-General, under his guaran- 
tee; on a convention with Spain that would deliver 
the trade of England to that kingdom, from the ney 
impoſitions and hardſhips to which it was ſubjected 
in conſequence of the late treaties, He Jikewik 
gave them to underſtand, that a treaty for renewing 
all former alliances between the Crown of Great. 
Britain and the States General was almoſt concluded; 
and he aſſured the Commons he would freely give 
up all the eſtates that ſhould become forfeited to the 
Crown by this rebellion, to be applied towards de- 
fraying the extraordinary expence incurred on tl 
occaſion. The Commons, in their addreſs of thanks 
declared that they would proſecute, in the moſt vi 
gorous and impartial manner, the authors of tho 
deſtructive councils which had drawn down fuci 
miſeries upon the nation. Their reſolutions were 
ſpeedy, and exactly conformable to this declaration 
They expelled Mr. Forſter from the Houſe. Tei 
forthwith impeached the Earls of Derwentwate! 
Nithſdale, Carnwath, and Wintoun ; Lords Wi 
drington, Kenmuir, and Nairn. - Theſe noblemet 
being brought to the bar of the Houſe of Lorw 
heard the articles of impeachment read on the tent 


day of January, and were ordered to put in — 
| anſue 


ent 
plead 
fxCep 
lnge 
{enter 


the « 
Lord 


Stewa 


INfortur 
by 0! 
l the « 
FOL, 


GEORGE I. 


pus Act: then they prepared another to attaint the 
Marquis of Tullibardine, the Earls of Mar and Lin- 
Ithgow, and Lord John Drummond. On the 
menty-firſt day of January, the King gave the Royal 
aſent to the bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act. He told the Parliament that 
the Pretender was actually in Scotland, heading the 
rebellion, and aſſuming the ſtyle and title of King 
of theſe realms ; he demanded of the Commons 
uch ſupply as might diſcourage any foreign power 
fom affiſting the rebels. On Thurſday the nine- 
tenth day of January, all the impeached Lords 
jleaded guilty to the articles exhibited againſt them, 
except the Earl of Wintoun, who petitioned for a 
longer time, on various pretences. The reſt received 
lntence of death, on the ninth day of February, in 
the court erected in Weſtminſter-hall, where the 
Lord Chancellor Cowper prefided as Lord High- 
deward on that occaſion. The Counteſs of Nithſ- 
dle and Lady Nairn threw themſelves at the King's 
ket, as he pafled through the apartments of the 
lace, and implored his mercy in behalf of their 
ulbands: but their tears and entreaties produced 
[0 effect. The council reſolved that the ſentence 
ould be executed, and orders were given for that 
pupoſe to the Lieutenant of the Tower, and the 
dbenffs of London and Middleſex. 

\ XXXII. The Counteſs of Derwentwater, with 
ir fiſter, accompanied by the Ducheſſes of Cleve- 
ad and Bolton, and ſeveral other Ladies of the firſt 
wnchon, was introduced by the Dukes of Rich- 
nd and, St. Alban's into the King's bed-chamber, 
ere ſhe invoked his Majeſty's clemency for her 
mortunate conſort. She afterwards repaired to the 
by of the Houſe of Peers, attended by the Ladies 
the other condemned Lords, and above twenty 
'OL, 11, 2 others 


anſwers on the ſixteenth. The impeachments beinge HAP. 
lodged, the Lower Houſe ordered a bill to be brought I. 
in for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Cor- 713. 
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B OO k Others of the ſame quality, and begged the interceſ. 
II. fion of the Houſe: but no regard was paid to thei 4 
* etition. Next day, they petitioned both Houſe x 
of Parliament. The Commons rejected their fuit. 0 
In the Upper Houſe, the Duke of Richmond deli. c 
vered a petition from the Earl of Derwentwater, to * 
whom he was nearly related, at the ſame time de- ff 
claring that he himſelf ſhould oppoſe his ſollicitation. i) 
The Earl of Derby exprefled ſome compaſſion for * 
the numerous family of Lord Nairn. Petitions from | 
the reſt were preſented by other Lords, moved with bil 
pity and humanity. Lord Townſhend and others pre 
vehemently oppoſed their being read. The Ea der 
of Nottingham thought this indulgence might be Ap 
granted: the Houſe aſſented to his opinion; and BW con 
agreed to an addreſs, praying his Majeſty would te. der 
prieve ſuch of the condemned Lords as ſhould BW 
ſeem to deſerve his mercy. To this petition the Ne: 
King anſwered, That on this, and all other occaſions, xt 
he would do what he thought moſt conſiſtent wih WW +... 
the dignity of his crown and the ſafety of his people, yoir 
The Earl of Nottingham, Preſident of the Council, Bl +1. 
his brother the Earl of Ayleſbury, Chancellor of! WW mer 
the Duchy of Lancaſter, his fon Lord Finch, one WW 1 
of the Lords of the Treaſury, his kinſman Lord Bi nere 
Guernſey, Maſter of the Jewel-office, were altoge- die 
ther diſmiſſed from his Majeſty's ſervice. Orders Wl... 
were diſpatched for executing the Earls of Derwent- Wl 4. 
water and Nithſdale, and the Viſcount of Kenmur, di 
immediately; the others were reſpited to the ſeven il 4. 
day of March. Nithſdale made his eſcape in u- ud 
man's apparel, furniſhed and conveyed to him y der 
his own mother. On the twenty-fourth day of Fe- ic. 
bruary, Derwentwater and Kenmuir were beheaded dr 
on Tower-hill. The former was an amiable you. ber . 
brave, open, generous, hoſpitable, and humane. Hs dar 
fate drew tears from the ſpectators, and was 2 gest vs 
misfortune to the country in which he lived. He kf 
gave bread to multitudes of people whom he em ber | 


ploysd 
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ploved on his eſtate: the poor, the widow, and the c HAP. 
orphan rejoiced in his bounty. Kenmuir was a vir- I. 4 
tous nobleman, calm, ſenſible, reſolute, and re- 1715. 1 
ſgned. He was a devout member of the Engliſh Annals. 1 
church ; but the other died in the faith of Rome : Ps“ I 
both adhered to their political principles. On the Debates in 
ffreenth day of March, Wintoun was brought 3 . 
mal, and being convicted received ſentence ofstae 1. 90 
death. | Trials. . 
XXXIII. When the King paſſed the land- tax An. 2716. MY 


bill, which was uſhered in with a very extraordinary 


preamble, he informed both Houſes of the Preten- . 
Leers flight from Scotland. In the beginning of 19 
WE April, a commiſſion for trying the rebels met in the mt 
| WY court of Common-Pleas, when bills of high-treaſon A. 

were found againſt Mr. Forſter, Mackintoſh, and he 


twenty of their confederates. Forſter eſcaped from 
Newgate, and reached the Continent in ſafety : the 
reſt pleaded not guilty, and were indulged with (4 
time to prepare for their trials. 'The judges, ap- 248 
pointed to try the rebels at Liverpool, found a con- 1 


p fiderable number guilty of high-treaſon. Two-and- ® " 48 
a nenty were executed at Preſton and Mancheſter : 1 
r about a thouſand priſoners ſubmitted to the King's 4 N 
"WY =ercy, and petitioned for tranſportation. Pitts, Ws 
the keeper of Newgate, being ſuſpected of having f fi j 
F coyed at Forſter's eſcape, was tried for his life at 2 104 
. the Old Bailey, and acquitted. Notwithſtanding 1 
Ws proſecution, which ought to have redoubled 1 
5 tte vigilance of the jailers, Brigadier Mackintoſh, {ang 
ad ſeveral other priſoners, broke from Newgate, 104 
* ater having maſtered the keeper and turnkey, and * Wa 
| warmed the ſentinel. The court proceeded with 08 
0 = mals of thoſe that remained; and a great num- L F f 
TP ere found guilty : four or five were hanged, = 
oat ann, and quartered, at Tyburn : and among theſe 1 
das one William Paul, a clergyman, who, in his 1 
7 ſpeech, profeſſed himſelf a true and ſincere mem- 10 
10 of the Church of England, but not of the revo- 0 1 
2 2 lution 1 
4499 
{480 
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BOOK lution ſchiſmatical Church, whoſe Biſhops had abar. 

II. doned the King, and ſhamefully given up their 

1516. ecclefiaſtical rights, by ſubmitting to the unlawfu}, 

invalid, lay-deprivations authoriſed by the Prince of 
Orange. 

XXXIV. Though the rebellion was extinguiſhed, 

the flame of national diflatisfaction fſizll continued 

to rage: the ſeverities exerciſed againſt the rebels 

increaſed the general diſcontent : for now the dan. 


ger was blown over their humane paſſions began to | 


prevail. The courage and fortitude with which the 
condemned perſons encountered the pains of death 
in its moſt dreadful form, prepoſſeſſed many ſpec- 
tators in favour of the cauſe by which thoſe unhappy 
victims were animated. In a word, perſecution, a: 
uſual, extended the hereſy, The miniſtry, per- 
ceiving this univerſal diſſatisfaction, and dreaclng 
the revolution of a new Parliament, which mięli 
wreſt the power from their faction, and retort upon 
them the violence of their own meaſures, formed 2 
reſolution equally odious and effectual to eſtabliſh 
their adminiſtration. This was no other than a 
ſcheme to repeal the triennial act, and by a new lay 
to extend the term of Parliaments to ſeven year. 
On the tenth day of April, the Duke of Devonilur: 
repreſented, in the Houſe of Lords, that triennial 
elections ſerved to keep up party diviſions ; to rale 
and foment feuds in private families; to produce 
ruinous expences, and give occaſion to the cabal: 
and intrigues of foreign Princes : that it became the 
wiſdom of ſuch an auguſt aſſembly, to apply prope 
remedies to an evil that might be attended with thi 
moſt dangerous conlequences, eſpecially in the pre: 
ſent temper of the nation, as the ſpirit of rebe!lion 
ſtill remained unconquered. He, therefore, pie 
poſed a bill for enlarging the continuance of Par- 
laments. He was. ſeconded by the Earls of Norie 
and Rockingham, the Duke of Argyle, Lord Tow! 


thend, and the other chiefs of that party. Thc 5 
6 10¹ 
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tion was oppoſed by the Earls of Nottingham, Abing- 1 AP. * 

don, and Paulet. They obſerved, that frequent I. 1 
Parliaments were required by the fundamental con- 16. 1 
ſtitution of the kingdom, aſcertained in the practice „99 68 
of many ages: that the members of the Lower ws” 
Houſe were choſen by the body of the nation, for a l 
certain term of years, at the expiration of which 
they could be no longer repreſentatives of the peo- Mr! 
ple, who, by the Parliament's protracting its own Wah 
authority would be deprive of the only remedy 1 
which they have againſt thoſe who, through ignorance 
or corruption, betrayed the truſt repoſed in them: that 
the reaſons in favour of ſuch a bill were weak and fri- 1 
rolous: that, with reſpect to foreign alliances, no "> 
Prince or State could reaſonably depend upon a people 16 65 
to defend their liberties and intereſts, who ſhould be 4 
thought to have given up ſo great a part of their own: | 
nor would it be prudent in them to wiſh for a change 
in that conſtitution under which Europe had of late 
been ſo powerfully ſupported : on the contrary, they 
might be deterred from entering into any engage- 
ments with Great-Britain, when informed by the 
preamble of the bill, that the Popiſh faction was ſo 
dangerous as to threaten deſtruction to the govern- 
ment: they would apprehend that the adminiſtra- 


i tion was ſo weak as to want fo extraordinary a pro- | 114 
ol on for its ſafety: that the gentlemen of Britain We 
1: "<< not to be truſted ; and that the good affections | * 0 
wel ef the people were reſtrained within the limits of * 
pe! the Houſe of Commons. They atfirmed that this Wt 
Wl, far from preventing the expence of elections, 10 
ne. wuld rather increaſe it, and encourage every ſpe- 1603 
aon des of corruption; for the value of a ſeat would 5008 
0 aways be in roportion to the duration of a Parlia- 1 
ba- ent; and the purchaſe would rife accordingly: yl . 
e bat a long Parliament would yield a greater tempta- = 4 0 
n- ©", as well as a better opportunity to a vicious 236 4 
mo- uniſtry, to corrupt the members, than they could wal i 
noa boffibly have when the Parliaments were ſhort and "188 

frequent; 4 "i 
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B © © Kfrequent: that the ſame reaſons urged for paſſing 
II. the bill to continue this Parliament for ſever years 
1716, would be at leaſt as ſtrong, and by the conduct of 

the miniſtry, might be made much ſtronger before 
the end of that term, for continuing, and even per- 
petuating their legiſlative power, to the abſolute {ub- 


verſion of the third eſtate of the realm. Theſe ar. th 
uments ſerved only to form a decent debate, after his 
which the bill for ſeptennial Parliaments paſſed by a ne 
great majority ; though twenty Peers entered a pro- of 
teſt. It met with the ſame fate in the Lower Houſe, m 
where many ſtrong objections were ſtated to no pur- N of 
poſe. They were repreſented as the effects of party ket 
ſpleen; and, indeed, this was the great ſpring of ac- WW rel 
tion on both ſides. The queſtion for the bill was car- the 
ried in the affirmative ; and in a little time it received Pri 
the Royal ſanction. Du 
XXV. The rebellion being utterly quelled, Th 
and all the ſuſpected perſons of conſequence detained WW 11 
in ſafe cuſtody, the King reſolved to viſit his Ger- {ur 
man dominions, where he foreſaw a ſtorm gathering 4 t 
from the quarter of Sweden. Charles XII. was e- 10! 
tremely exaſperated againſt the Elector of Hanover, Ca 
for having entered into the confederacy againſt him of t 
in his abſence, particularly for his having purchaſed of 
the duchies of Bremen and Verden, which confii- pp 
tuted part of his dominions; and he breathed no- the 
thing but revenge againſt the King of Great-Britan. d 
It was with a view to avert this danger, or prepare emf 
againſt it, that the King now determined upon 2 Wi Hol 
voyage to the continent. But as he was reſtricted 8 Hu 
from leaving his Britiſh dominions, by the act for His 
the further limitation of the Crown, this clauſe was -q 


repealed in a new bill that paſſed through both 


Houſes without the leaſt difficulty. On the twenty lign, 
ſixth day of June, the King cloſed the ſeſſion with 8 nes 
ſpeech upon the uſual topicks, in which, howeve 
he obſerved, that the numerous inſtances of _ We 

e 


he had ſhewn, ſerved only to encourage the fat r 
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infolence and folly, as if they intended to convince 


the world that they were not to be reclaimed by 1746. 


gentle methods. He intimated his purpoſe of viſit- 
ing his dominions in Germany; and gave them to 
underſtand, that he had conſtituted his beloved ſon, 
the Prince of Wales, guardian of the kingdom in 
hs abſence. About this period, General Macart- 
ney, who had returned to England at the acceſſion 
of King George, preſented himſelf to trial for the 
murther of the Duke of Hamilton. The depoſition 
of Colonel Hamilton was contradicted by two park- 
keepers : the General was acquitted of the charge, 
reſtored to his rank in the army, and gratified with 
the command of a regiment. The King's brother 
Prince Erneſt, Biſhop of Oſnabruck, was created 
Duke of York and Albany, and Earl of Ulſter. 
The Duke of Argyle, and his brother the Earl of 
lay, to whom his Majeſty owed, in a great mea- 
ure, his peaceable acceſſion to the throne, as well 
8% the extinction of the rebellion in Scotland, were 
now diſmiſſed from all their employments. General 
Carpenter ſucceeded the Duke in the chief command 
of the forces in North-Britain, and in the government 
of Port-Mahon ; and the Duke of Montroſe . was 
appointed Lord-Regiſter of Scotland in the room of 
the Earl of Ilay. | 
\ XXXVI. On the ſeventh day of July, the King 
embarked at Graveſend, landed on the ninth in 
Holland, through which he paſſed incognito to 
Hanover, and from thence ſet out for Pyrmont, 
His aim was to ſecure his German dominions from 
the Swede, and Great-Britain from the Pretender. 
Theſe two Princes had already begun to form a de- 
lgn, in conjunction, of invading his kingdom. He 
cw the Duke of Orleans was reſolved to aſcend 
rone of France, in cafe the young King, who 

des 2 ſickly child, ſhould die without male iſſue. 
Regent was not ignorant that Philip of pom 

wo 
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ef the Pretender, whoſe partiſans acted with ſuche H Ap. 
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B O © x would powerfully conteſt that ſucceſſion, notwith. 


II. 


1716. 


ſtanding his renunciation; and he was glad of an 
opportunity to ſtrengthen his intereſt by an alliance 
with the maritime powers of England and Holland. 
The King of England ſounded him on this ſubject 
and found him eager to engage in ſuch an aflocia. 
tion. The negociation was carried on by Genera] | 
Cadogan for England, the Abbe du Bois for France, 
and the Penfionary Heinſius for the States-Genetal. 
The Regent readily complied with all their demands, 
He engaged that the Pretender ſhould immediateiy 
depart from Avignon to the other fide of the Alps, 
and never return to Lorraine or France on any pre- 
tence whatſoever: that no rebellious ſubjects of 
Great-Britain ſhould be allowed to refide in that 
kingdom : and that the treaty of Utrecht, with re- 


ſpect to the demolition of Dunkirk, ſhould be fully 


executed to the ſatisfaction of his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty. The treaty contained a mutual guarantee of 
all the places poſſeſſed by the contracting powers: 
of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion on the throne of Eng- 
land, as well as of that of the Duke of Orleans to 
the crown of France; and a defenſive alliance, fti- 
pulating the proportion of ſhips and forces to be fur- 
niſhed to that power which ſhould be diſturbed at 
home or invaded from abroad. The Engliſh peo- 
ple murmured at this treaty. They ſaid an unne- 
ceflary umbrage was given to Spain, with which the 
nation had great commercial connexions ; and that 
on pretence of an invaſion, a body of foreign troops 
might be introduced to enſlave the kingdom. 
$ XXXVII. His Majeſty was not ſo ſucceſsful in 
his endeavours to appeaſe the King of Sweden, who 
refuſed to liſten to any overtures until Bremen and 
Verden ſhould be reſtored. Theſe the Elector of 
Hanover reſolved to keep as a fair purchaſe; and 
he engaged in a confederacy with the enemies of 
Charles, for the maintenance of this acquiſition. 


Meanwhile his rupture with Sweden was extremely 
prejudicial 
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rejudicial to the commerce of England, and had H ap. 
well nigh entailed upon the kingdom another inva- . 
fon, much more formidable than that which had 116. | 
ſo lately miſcarried. The miniſters of Sweden reſi- 3 
dent at London, Paris, and the Hague, maintained 

2 correſpondence with the diſaffected ſubjects of 

Great-Britain. A ſcheme was formed for the Swe- 

diſh King's landing on this iſland with a conſiderable £3) 
body of forces, where he ſhould be joined by the {| 

malcontents of the united kingdom. Charles re- 5 
ſhed the enterprize, which flattered his ambition 
and revenge: nor was it diſagreeable to the Czar of 7 
Muſcovy, who reſented the Elector's offer of jaining 4:48] 
the Swede againſt the Ruſſians, provided he would N 
ntify the ceſſion of Bremen and Verden. King 1 
George having received intimation of theſe intrigues, 1 
returned to England towards the end of January; 
and ordered a detachment of foot guards to ſecure 
Count Gyllenburg, the Swediſh miniſter, with all 
his papers. At the fame time, Sir Jacob Bancks 
and Mr. Charles Czfar were apprehended. The 
other foreign miniſters took the alarm, and remon- 
lrated to the miniſtry upon this outrage committed 
wanſt the law of nations. The two Secretaries, 
Stanhope and Methuen, wrote circular letters to 
them, aſſuring them that in a day or two they ſhould 


+ o 
4—— — * + 
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46 
- WH acquainted with the reaſons that induced the King 1 
e take ſuch an extraordinary ſtep. They were 11 
it Wh Eenerally ſatisfied with this intimation: but the 1 
s Marquis de Monteleone, Ambaſſador from Spain, 118 
| apreſſed his concern, that no other way could be | m4 
n bund to preſerve the peace of the kingdom, without 4088 
10 Wi "*lting the perſon of a publick miniſter, and ſeizing Wi 
dis papers, which were the ſacred repoſitories of - (08d 
of WWF us maſter's ſecrets : he obſerved, that in whatever 108 


manner theſe two facts might ſeem to be underſtood, 
of Wey very ſenfibly wounded the law of nations. 


n. About the ſame time Baron Gortz, the Swediſh reſi- . 1 
ly WW *itiary in Holland, was ſeized with his papers at bs 
jal Arnheim, 1 
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B OO KArnheim, at the deſire of King George, commugj. 
II. cated to the States by Mr. Leathes, his miniſter at 
1716. the Hague. The Baron owned he had projected the 

invaſion, a defign that was juſtified by the condud 

of King George, who had joined the Princes in cop. 
federacy againſt the King of Sweden, without hayi 
received the leaſt provocation; who had aſſiſted the 

King of Denmark in ſubduing the duchies of Bre. 

men and Verden, and then purchaſed them of the 

Uſurper; and who had, in the courſe of this ver 

ſummer, ſent a ſtrong ſquadron of ſhips to the Bal. WſWceili 

tick, where it joined the Danes and Ruſſians aganſt ved, 
the Swediſh fleet. . that 
$ XXXVIII. When the Parliament of Great. be p. 

Britain met on the twentieth day of February, the ls 

King informed them of the triple alliance he hai WW bad 

concluded with France and Holland. He men- 

tioned the projected invaſion ; told them he had Wi prece 

giyen orders for laying before them copies of the {iſ is G 

letters which had paſſed between the Scottiſh mini- {Wſtud r 

ſters on that ſubject ; and he demanded of the Com- bei 

mons ſuch ſupplies as ſhould be found neceſſary for ety | 
the defence of the kingdom. By thoſe papers ide 

ed that the ſcheme projected by Baron Gortz 
was very plauſible, and even ripe for execution; db 
which, however, was poſtponed until the army farou 
ſhould be reduced, and the Dutch auxiliaries ſent Wtioul 
back to their own country. The letters being real Wy vt 
in Parliament, both Houſes preſented addreſſes, inW{dts, 
which they extolled the King's prudence in eſf- 

bliſhing ſuch conventions with foreign potentates a 

might repair the groſs defects, and prevent the per- 

nicious conſequences of the treaty of Utrecht, which 
they termed a treacherous and diſhonourable peace: 

and they expreſſed their horror and indignation a 

the malice and ingratitude of thoſe who had encou- 

raged an invaſion of their country. He likewile fe- 
ceived an addreſs of the ſame kind from the conven” 


tion; another from the diſſenting miniſters; 3 1 
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tm the Univerſity of Cambridge; but Oxford was c HAP. 
wot ſo laviſh of her compliments. At a meeting of I. 

the Vice-Chancellor and heads of that univerſity, 9 
notion was made for an addreſs to the King, on the 
uppreſſion of the late unnatural rebellion, his Ma- 

ety's ſaſe return, and the favour lately ſhewn to 

the univerſity, in omitting, at their requeſt, the 1530 
ceremony of burning in effigy the devil, the Pope, „ 
the Pretender, the Duke of Ormond, and the Earl | 

of Mar, on the anniverſary of his Majeſty's ac- 1 
efion. Dr. Smalridge, Biſhop of Briſtol, obſer- 15 
red, that the rebellion had been long ſuppreſſed: 1:64 
that there would be no end of addreſſes, ſhould one Ft 
be preſented every time his Majeſty returned from 7 
his German dominions; that the late favour they 77 
had received was overbalanced by a whole regiment 4 
ww quartered upon them: and that there was no 49 
rrecedent for addreſſing a King upon his return from |; 
bs German dominions. The Univerſity thought they (44 
had reaſon to complain of the little regard paid to 115 
their remonſtrances, touching a riot raiſed in that | 
aty by the ſoldiers there quartered, on pretence that 
tie anniverſary of the Prince's birth-day had not 
been celebrated with the uſual rejoicings. Affidavits | 
lad been ſent up to the council, which ſeemed to By 
our the officers of the regiment. When the "$300 
Houſe of Lords deliberated upon the mutiny-bill, RY 
by which the ſoldiers were exempted from arreſt for 
lebts, complaint was made of their licentious beha- 
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nour at Oxford; and a motion was made, that they f | 
ſnould inquire into the riot. The Lords preſented Wl 
a addreſs to the Queen, deſiring that the papers 5 

I 


Kating to that affair might be laid before the Houſe. 
Theſe being peruſed, were found to be recrimina- 
bons between the Oxonians and the officers of the 
giment. A warm debate enſued, during which 
de Earl of Abingdon offered a petition from the 


ce-Chancellor of the Univerſity, the mayor and 


tegiſtrates of Oxford, praying to be heard. _ 
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Boo Kof the Court members obferving that it would be 


II. 


1716. 


Annals. 
State 
Trials. 
Deb. in 
Parliam. 
Tindal. 
Voltaire. 


An. 1717. 


irregular to receive a petition while the Houſe wx 
in a grand committee, a motion was made, that 
the chairman ſhould leave the chair; but this heine 
carricd in the negative, the debate waz reſumed, 
and the majority agreed to the following reſolutions: 
That the heads of the univerſity, and mayor of th 
city, neglected to make publick rejoicings on th: 
Prince's birth-day : That the officers having met 
to celebrate that day, the houſe in which they had 
aſſembled was affaulted, and the windows were 
broken by the rabble : That this aſſault was the 
beginning and occaſion of the riots that enſued; | 
That the conduct of the Major ſeemed well juſtified 
by the affidavits produced on his part: That the 
printing and publiſhing the depoſitions, upon which 
the complaints relating to the riots at Oxford were 
founded, while that matter was under the examina- 
tion of the Lords of the committee of the council 
before they had time to come to any reſolution 
touching the ſame, was irregular, diſreſpectful to 
his Royal Highneſs, and tending to {edition. An 
inquiry of this nature, ſo managed, did not much 
redound to the honour of ſuch an auguſt aſſembly. 
XXXIX. The Commons patfled a bill, pro- 
hibiting all commerce with Sweden, a branch ot 
trade which was of the utmoſt conſequence to the 
Engliſh merchants. They voted ten thouſand ſca- 
men for the enſuing year; granted about a million 
for the maintenance of guards, garriſons, and land. 
forces; and paſſed the bill relating to mutiny and 
deſertion. The Houſe likewiſe voted four-and- 
twenty thouſand pounds for the payment of fout 
battalions of Munſter and two of Saxe-Gotha, which 
the King had taken into his ſervice, to ſupply the 
place of ſuch as might be, during the rebellion, 
drawn from the garriſons of the States-General te 
the aſſiſtance of England. This vote, however, Wa! 


not carried without a violent debate. The * | 
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ws inveighed againſt as an impoſition, ſeeing noCHAP. 
oops had ever ſerred. A motion was made for PE. —— 
an addreſs, deſiring that the inſtructions of thoſe * 1715. 
who concluded the treaties might be laid before the 
Houſe : but this was over-ruled by the majority.“ 
The ſupplies were raiſed by a land-tax of three ſhil- 
lngs in the pound, and a malt-tax. What the 
Commons had given was not thought ſufficient for 
the expence of the year ; therefore Mr. Secreta 
Stanhope brought a meſſage from his Majeſty, de- 
WT ainding an extraordinary ſupply, that he might be 
de better enabled to ſecure his kingdoms againſt 
the danger with which they were threatened from 
Sweden ; and he moved that a ſupply ſhould be 
granted to 111s Majeſty for this purpoſe. Mr. Ship- 
pen obſerved it was a great misfortune that the King 
was as little acquainted with the Parhamentary pro- 
ceedings as with the language of the country: that 
the meſſage was unparhamentary and unprecedented ; 
ad, in luis opinion, penned by ſome foreign mini- 
lier : he ſaid he had been often told that his Majeſty 
had retrieved the honour and reputation of the 
nation ; a truth which appeared in the flouriſhing 
condition of trade ; but that the ſupply demanded 
lemed to be inconſiſtent with the glorious advan- 
ages which his Majeſty had obtained for the peo- 
ple. He was ſeconded by Mr. Hungerford, who 
declared that for his part he could not underſtand 
what occaſion there was for new alliances ; much 
lets that they ſhould be purchaſed with money. He 
tprefſed his ſurpriſe that a nation ſo lately the 
error of France and Spain ſhould now ſeem to fear 


* This year was rendered famous by a complete vidory which Prince 
"gene obtained over the Turks at Peterwaradin upon the Danube. 
The battle was fought on the fifth day of Auguſt. The Imperial army 
dot exceed fixiy thouſand men: that of the infidels amounted to 
ene hundred and fifty thouſand, commanded by the Grand Vifr, 
who was mortally wounded in the engagement. The Infidels were 
ally defeated, with the lots of all their tents, artillery and baggage 3 

9 that the vitors obtained an immenſe booty. 
ſo 
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B O oO Kſo inconſiderate an enemy as the King of Sweden. 


II. 


An, / 


1717. 


The motion was ſupported by Mr. Boſcawen, Sir 
Gilbert Heathcote and others; but ſome of the 
Whigs ſpoke againſt it; and Mr. Robert Walpole 
was filent. The Speaker, and Mr. Smith, one of 
the tellers of the Exchequer, oppoſed this unparli- 
mentary way of demanding the ſupply : the former | 
propoſed that part of the army ſhould be diſbanded, 
and the money applied towards the making good ſuch 
new engagements as were deemed neceſſary. After | 
ſeveral ſucceſſive debates, the reſolution for a ſupply 
was carried by a majority of four voices. 
XL. The miniſtry was now divided within i- 
ſelf. Lord Townſhend had been removed from the 
office of Secretary of State, by the intrigues of the 
Earl of Sunderland; and he was now likewiſe diſ- 
miſſed from the place of Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land. Mr. Robert Walpole reſigned his poſts of 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer : his example was followed by Mr, 
Pulteney, Secretary at War, and Mr. Methuen, Se- 
cretary of State. When the affair of the ſupply wa 
reſumed in the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Stanhope 
made a motion for granting two hundred and fifty 
thouſand pounds for that purpoſe. Mr. Pulteney 


_ obſerved, that having reſigned his place, he might 


now act with the freedom becoming an Engliſhman : 
he declared againſt the manner of granting the ſup- 

ly, as unparliamentary and unprecedented. He aid 

e could not perſuade himſelf that any Engliſhman 
adviſed his Majeſty to ſend ſuch a meflage ; but he 
doubted not the reſolution of a Britiſh Parliament 
would make a German Miniſiry tremble. Mr. Stan. 
hope having harangued the Houſe in vindication of 
the Miniſtry, Mr. Smith anſwered every article 0 
his ſpeech : he affirmed, that if an eſtimate of the 
conduct of the Miniſtry in relation to affairs abroad 
was to be made from a compariſon of their conduct 


at home, they would not appear altogether 10 * 
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leſs as they were repreſented. © Was it not a miſ- c HAP. 
« take ({aid he) not to preſerve the peace at home, I. 
« after the King had aſcended the throne with the 12717. 
univerſal applauſe and joyful acclamations of all 

« his ſubjects? Was it not a miſtake, upon the 

« breaking out of the rebellion, not to iſſue a pro- 

« clamation, to offer pardon to ſuch as ſhould return 

« home peaceably, according to the cuſtom on for- 
mer occaſions of the ſame nature? Was it not a 

« miſtake, after the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion and 

the trial and the execution of the principal authors 

« of it, to keep up animoſities, and drive people to 

« deſpair, by not paſſing an act of indemnity, by 
„keeping 19 many perſons under hard and tedious 
confinement : and by granting pardons to ſome 

« without leaving them any means to ſubſiſt? Is it 
not a miſtake, not to truſt a vote of Parliament 
for making good ſuch engagements as his Majeſty 

* ſhould think proper to enter into; and inſtead of 
that, to infiſt on the granting this ſupply in ſuch 

* an extraordinary manner? Is it not a miſtake, to 
„take this opportunity to create diviſions, and ren- 

der ſome of the King's beſt friends ſuſpected and 

* obnoxious ? Is it not a miſtake, in ſhort, to form 
parties and cabals, in order to bring in a bill to 

" repeal the act of occaſional conformity?“ A great 
mmber of members had agreed to this meaſure in 
pirate, though at this period it was not brought 


act *cietaries of State: Mr. Stanhope became firſt 
t- 3 N | 


Commiſſioner 


1 no the Houſe of Commons. After a long debate 

an de ſum was granted. Theſe were the firſt-fruits of 

be Batain's being wedded to the intereſts of the conti- #1 

nt nt. The Elector of Hanover quarrelled with the 5 

. ng of Sweden, and England was not only deprived bi: 

of of neceſſary branch of commerce, but even obliged 10 

ot tupport him in the proſecution of the war. The fl 

he unutry now underwent a new revolution. The il. 

ad Lal of Sunderland and Mr. Addiſon were appointed ; i 
it 
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B O O KCommiſſioner of the Treaſury and Chancellor of the 
I. Exchequer. 


— ww) 


171. 


XII. On the ſixth day of May, the King going 
to the Houſe of Peers, gave the Parliament to under- 
ſtand, that the fleet under Sir George Byng, which 
had ſailed to the Baltick, to obſerve the motions of 
the Swedes, was ſafely arrived in the Sound. He 
ſaid he had given orders for the immediate redudlicn 
of ten thouſand ſoldiers, as well as directions to pre- 
pare an act of indemnity. He deſired they would 


take proper meaſures for reducing the publick deht; 


with a juſt regard to parliamentary credit ; and thy 
they would go through the publick buſineſs with al 
poſſible diſpatch and unamimity. Some progreſs had 
already been made in deliberations upon the debt of 
the nation, which was comprehended under the two 
heads of redeemable and irredeemable incumbrances, 
The firſt had been contracted with a redeemabl: 
intereſt ; and theſe the publick had a right to di- 
charge : the other conſiſted of long and ſhort annui- 
ties granted for a greater or leſs number of year, 
which could not be altered without the conſent of 
the proprietors. Mr. Robert Walpole had projected 
a ſcheme for leſſening the intereſt, and paying the 
capital of thoſe debts, before he reſigned his place 
in the Exchequer. He propoſed, in the Houſe of 
Commons, to reduce the intereſt of redeemable 


funds, and offer an alternative to the proprietors of 


annuities. His plan was approved; but, when be 
reſigned his places, the miniſter made ſome {mal 
alterations in it, which furniſhed him with a pretence 
for oppoſing the execution of the ſcheme. In the 
— of the debate, ſome warm altercation paſſed 
between him and Mr. Stanhope, by which it appeared. 
they had made a practice of ſelling places and reve:- 
ſions. Mr. Hungerford ſtanding up, faid he was 
ſorry to ſee two ſuch great men running foul of one 
another; that, however, they ought to be looked 


upon as patriots and fathers of their country; — 
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refs, the other members ought, according to the cuſ- 


they might not be ſeen in ſuch a ſhameful condition. 
Mr. Boſcawen moved that the Houſe would lay their 
commands upon them, that no further notice ſhould 
be taken. of what had paſſed. He was ſeconded by 
Mr. Methuen : the Houſe approved of the motion ; 
and the Speaker took their word and honour that 
they ſhould not proſecute their reſentment. The 
money-corporations having agreed to provide caſh for 
ſuch creditors as ſhould: be willing to receive their 
principal, the Houſe came to certain reſolutions, on 
which were founded the three bills that paſſed into 
ys, under the names of The South-Sea Act, 
the Bank Act, and the General Fund Act.” The 
original ſtock of the South-Sea Company did not 
exceed nine millions four hundred and ſeventy-one 
thouſand three hundred and twenty-five pounds 
but the funds granted being ſufficient to anſwer. the 
ntereſt of ten- millions at fix per cent. the Company 
made up that ſum to the Government, for which 
they received fix hundred thouſand pounds yearly, 
ad eight thouſand pounds a-year for management. 


cave five hundred thouſand pounds, and the eight 
thouſand for management. It was enacted, That 
the Company ſhould continue a corporation, until 
tie redemption of their annuity, towards which not 
kſs than a million ſhould be paid at a time. 
They were likewiſe required -to advance a ſum 
not exceeding two millions, towards diſcharging 
tie principal and intereſt due on the four lot- 
tery funds of the ninth and tenth years of Queen 
Anne. By the Bank Act the Governors and Com- 
pany declared themſelves willing to accept an an- 
wty of eighty-eight thouſand ſeven hundred and 

one pounds, ſeven ſhillings, and ten-pence halt- 
penny, or the principal of one million ſeven hundred 

VOL, II. AA and 


Dy this act they declared themſelves willing to re- 
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BO o Kand ſeventy-five thouſand twenty-ſeven pounds fe. 
A venteen {hillings, and ten-pence halfpenny, in lieu of 
1717. the preſent annuity, amounting to one hundred and 
| ſix thouſand five hundred and one pounds, thirteen 
ſlüllings, and five-pence. They likewiſe declared 
themſelves willing to diſcharge, and deliver up to be 
cancellod, as many Exchequer- bills as amounted to 
two millions, and to accept of an annuity of one 
hundred thouſand pounds, being after the rate of 

five per cent, redeemable after one year's notice; to 
circulate the remaining Exchequer-bills at three per 

cent. and one penny per day. It was enacted, That 

the former allowances ſhould be continued to Chꝛiiſt- 

mas, and then the Bank ſhould have for cuculating 

the two millions five hundred and fixty-one thouſand 

and rwenty-five pounds remaining Exchequer-bills, 

an annuity of ſeventy-ſix thouſand eight hundred and 
thirty pounds, fifteen ſhillings, at the rate of three 
pounds per cent. till redeemed, over and above the 

one penny a- day for intereſt. By the ſame acts the 
Bank was required to advance a ſum not exceeding 

two millions five hundred thouſand pounds, towards 
diſcharging the national debt, if wanted, on condition 

that they thould have five pounds percent, for as much 

as they might advance, redeemable by Parliament. 
The General Fund Act recited ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament, for eſtabliſhing the four lotteries in the 
ninth and tenth years of the late Queen, and ſtated 

the annual produce of the ſeveral funds, amounting 

in all to ſeven hundred twenty-four thouſand eight 
hundred forty-nine pounds, ſix ſhillings and ten- 
pence one-fifth. This was the General Fund ; the 
deficiency of which was to be made good annually, 

out of the firſt aids granted by Parliament. For the 
regular payment of all ſuch annuities as ſhould " 
made payable by this act, it was enacted, That al 

the dutics and revenues mentioned therein ſhoul 
continue for ever, with the proviſo, however, that 


the revenues _ by this act perpetual 3 
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by which the Sinking Fund was eſtabliſhed, The 
reduction of intereſt to five per cent. producing a 
ſurplus or exceſs upon the appropriated funds, it was 
enacted, That all the monies ariſing from time ta 
time, as well for the ſurplus, by virtue of the acts for 
redeeming the funds of the Bank and of the South- 
dea Company, as alſo for the ſurplus of the duties 
and revenues by this act appropriated to make good 
the General Fund, ſhould be appropriated and em- 
ployed for the diſcharging the principal and intereſt 
of ſuch national debt as was incurred befare the 
twenty-fifth of December of the preceding year, in 
ſuch manner as ſhould be directed and appointed by 
any future Act of Parliament, to be kiſcharged out 
of the fame, and for no other uſe, intent, or pur- 


le whatſoever. | 
XLII. The Earl of Oxford, who had now re- 


maned almoſt two years a priſoner in the Tower, 


preſented a petition to the Houſe of Lords, praying 
that his impriſonment might not be indefinite, Some 
o the Tory Lords affirmed that the impeachment 
"3s deſtroyed and determined by the prorogation of 
Faliament, which ſuperſeded the whole proceedings; 
but the contrary was voted by a conſiderable majo- 
ity, The thirteenth day of June was fixed for the 
mal; and the Houſe of Commons made acquainted 
M1 this determination. The Commons appointed 
i Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the Earl's 
tapeachment ; and, in conſequence of their report, 
ent a meſſage to the Lords, demanding longer time 
0 prepare for trial, Accordingly, the day was pro- 
nged to the twenty-fourth of June; and the Com- 
nons appointed the Committee, with four other 
members, to be managers for making good the arti- 
es of impeachment. At the appointed time, the 
lem repaired to the court in Weſtminſter-Hall, 


ere Lord Cowper preſided as Lord Steward. The 


Commgns were aſſembled as a committee of the 
| 142 whole 
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B OO K whole Houſe : the King, the reſt of the royal family, 
I. and the foreign miniſters, aſſiſted at the ſolemnity: 
7. the Earl of Oxford was brought from the Tower: 

the articles of impeachment were read, with his an- 
ſwers, and the replication of the Commons. Sir ks 
Joſeph Jekyll ſtanding up to make good the firſt ( | 
article, Lord Harcourt ſignified to their Lordſhips | 
that he had a motion to make, and they adjourned . 
to their own Houſe. There he repreſented, that a » 
great deal of time would be unneceſſarily conſumed 


in going through all the articles of the impeachment : FN 
that if the Commons would make good the two ar- f- 
ticles for high-treaſon, the Earl of Oxford would for- * 
feit both life and eſtate, and there would be an end n 
of the matter : whereas, to proceed on the method th 
Propoſed by the Commons would draw the trial on h 
to a prodigious length. He, therefore, moved that F 


the Commons might not be permitted to proceed, 
until judgement ſhould be firſt given upon the arti- Fa 
cles of high-treaſon. He was ſupported by the Earls K 
of Angleſey and Nottingham, the Lord Trevor, and 
a conſiderable number of both parties; and though 
oppoſed by the Earl of Sunderland, the Lords Co- | 


ninſby and Parker, the motion was carried in the 02 
affirmative. It produced a diſpute between the two H 
Houſes. The Commons, at a conference, delivered t 
a paper, containing their reaſons for aſſerting it as re 
their undoubted night to impeach a Peer either for M 
treaſon, or for high crimes and nu{demeanors : or, 05 
- ſhould they ſee occaſion, to mix both in the fame N 
accuſation. The Houſe of Lords inſiſted on their hy 
former reſolution ; and in another conference deli- of 
vered a paper, wherein they aſſerted it to be a right a1 
inherent in every Court of Juſtice to order and direct 0 
ſuch methods of proceeding as it ſhould think fit to be . 
obſerved in all cauſes that fell under its cognizance. 2 
The Commons demanded a free conference, which Aa 
was refuſed. The diſpute grew more and more 01 
warm. The Lords ſent a meflage to the Lower i 


Houle, 


GEORGE. I. 


proceed on the trial of the Earl of Oxford. The 
Commons paid no regard to this intimation ; but 
adjourned to the third day of July. The Lords, re- 
ring to Weſtminſter-Hall, took their places, or- 
dered the Earl to be brought to the bar, and made 
proclamation for his accufers to appear. Having 
waited a quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their 
own Houſe, where, after ſome debate, the Earl was 
acquitted upon a diviſion : then returning to the hall, 
they voted, That he ſhould be ſet at liberty. Ox- 
ford owed his ſafety to the diſſenſions among the 
Miniſters, and to the late change in the adminiſtra- 
tion, In conſequence of this, he was delivered from 
the perſecution of Walpole ; and numbered amon 
his friends the Dukes of Devonſhire and Argyle, the 
Earls of Nottingham and Ilay, and Lord Town- 
nend. The Commons, in order to expreſs their 
ſenſe of his demerit, preſented an Addreſs to the 
King, deſiring he might be excepted out of the in- 
tended act of Grace. The King promiſed to com- 
py with their requeſt ; and in the mean time for- 
bade the Earl to appear at Court. On the fifteenth 
day of July the Earl of Sunderland delivered in the 
Houſe of Peers the Act of Grace, which paſſed 
trough both Houſes with great expedition. From 
this indulgence were excepted the Earl of Oxford, 
Mr. Prior, Mr. Thomas Harley, Mr. Arthur Moore; 
Criſp, Nodes, Obryan, Redmarne the printer, and 
Thompſon ; as alſo the aflaflinators in Newgate, 
and the clan of Macgregor in Scotland. By virtue 
of this act, the Earl of Carnwath, the Lords Wid- 


CC 


2 dington and Nairn were immediately diſcharged ; 
N together with all the gentlemen under ſentence of 


death in Newgate, and thoſe that were confined on 
account of the rebellion in the Fleet, the Marſhalſea, 
al other priſons of the kingdom. The Act of 
Grace being prepared for the Royal aflent, the King 
vent to the Houſe of Peers on the fifteenth day of 


3 July, 


| 357 
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B O © E July, and having given his ſanction to all the bills 
I. that were ready, eloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech on 
the uſual topicks. | 
$ XLIII. The proceedings in the Convocation 

turned chiefly upon two performances of Dr. Hoad- 

ley, biſhop of Bangor. One was intituled, „ A 

« Preſervative againſt the Principles and Practices 

c of the Nonjurors: the other was a ſermon 

preached before the King, under the title of, “The 

tc nature of the kingdom of Chriſt.” An anſwer to 

this diſcourſe was publiſhed by Dr. Snape, maſter of 

Eton college, and this Convocation appointed a 

committee to examine the biſhop's two performances. 

They drew up a repreſentation, in which the Preſer- 

vative ahd the Sermon were cenſured, as tending to 

ſubvert all government and diſcipline in the church 

of Chriſt ; to reduce his kingdom to a ſtate of anar- 

chy and confuſion ; to impugn and impeach the 

royal ſupremacy in cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and the au- 

thority of the legiſlature to enforce obedience in mat- 

ters of religion by civil ſanctions. The Government 

thought proper to put a ſtop to theſe proceedings by 

a prorogation ; which, however, inflamed the con- 

troverſy. A great number of pens were drawn 

againſt the Biſhop, but his chief antaggnifts were 

Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock, whom the King te- 

moved from the office of his chaplains: and the 

Convocation has not been permitted to fit and do 
bufineſs fince that period, 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IL 


L. Difference between King George and the Czar of | #1 
Muſcovy. & II. The King of Sweden is killed at Fre- | 
derickladt. & III. Negociation for a quadruple 
alliance. & IV. Proceedings in Parliament. & V. 
James Shepherd executed for a deſign againſt tue : 
King's life. Parliament proregued. & VI. Nature 5 | 
of the quadruple alliance. & VII. Admiral Byng 9 
fails to the Mediterranean. V VIII. He deferovs the Bt. 
Spamſh fleet off Cape Paſſuro. & IX. Remonſftrances | * 
of the Spaniſh Mmiftry. & X. Diſputes in Par- 1 
lament touching the Admiral's attacking the Spaniſh my 
fleet. & XI. Ad for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant 17 7 

intereſt. & XII. Mar declared againſt Spain. The 

XIII. Conſpiracy againſt the Regent of France. 1 
XIV. Intended invaſion by the Duke of Ormond. 
XV. Three hundred Spaniards land and are taken 
in Scotland. & XVI. Account of the Peerage bill. 
XVII. Count Merci aſſumes the command of the 
Imperial army in Sicily. & XVIII. Activity of Ad- 
mral Byng. & XIX. The Spaniſh troops evacuate 
Scily. ) XX. Philip obliged to accede to the qua- 
druple alliance. & XXI. Bill for ſecuring the depen- 
dency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great-ÞBritam. 
XXII. South-jea act. & XXIII. Charters 
granted to the Royal und London aſſurunce offices. + 
XXIV. Treaty of Alliance with Sweden. \ XXV. 
The Prince of Heſſe elected King of Sweden. \XXVI. 
Effects of the South-ſea ſcheme. & XXVII. The 
bubble breaks. & XXVIII. A ſecret committee ap- 
pointed by the Houſe of Commons. & XXIX. Inquiry 
carried on by both Houſes. & XXX. Death of Earl 
Stanhope and Mr. Craggs, both Secretaries of State. 
XXXI. The Eftates of the Directors of the Sonth- 9 
fea Company are confiſcated. \ XXXII. Proceedings 1 
of the Commons with reſped to the flock of the South- | 
ſea Company. . 
§1. 
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z 0 0K{ I. TYURING theſe tranſactions, the negocia- 


0 a 


1717. 


tions of the North were continued againſt 
the King of Sweden, who had penetrated into Nor- 
way, and advanced towards Chriſtianſtadt, the 
capital of that kingdom. The Czar had ſent five- 
and-twenty thouſand Ruſſians to affiſt the Allies in 
the reduction of Wiſmar, which he intended to 
beſtow upon his miece, lately married to the. Duke of 
Mecklenburgh-Schwerin : but, before his troops 
arrived, the place had ſurrendered, and the Ruſſians 
were not admitted into the garnſon ; a circumſtance 
which increaſed the miſunderſtanding between him 
and the King of Great-Britain. Nevertheleſs, he con- 
ſented to a project for making a deſcent upon Schonen, 
and actually took upon him the command of the 
al:ied fleet; though he was not at all pleaſed to ſee 
Sir John Norris in the Baltick, becauſe he had formed 
deſigns againſt Denmark, which he knew the Eng- 
Iſh ſquadron would protect. He ſuddenly deſiſted 
from the expedition againſt. Schonen, on pretence 
that the ſeaſon was too far advanced ; and the King 
of Denmark publiſhed a manifeſto, remonſtrating 
againſt his conduct on this occaſion. By this time 
Baron Gortz had planned a pacification between his 
Maſter and the Czar, who was diſcontented with all 
his German allies, becauſe they oppoſed his having 
any footing in the Empire. This Monarch arrived 
at Amſterdam in December, whither he was fol- 
lowed by the Czarina; and he actually reſided at 


the Hague when King George paſſed through it, ih 


returning to his Britiſh dominions : but he declined an 
interview. with the King of England. When Gyllen- 
burgh's letters were publiſhed in London, ſome paſ- 
ſages ſeemed to favour the ſuppoſition of the Czars 


being privy to the conſpiracy. His miniſter at the 
Engliſh Court preſented a long memorial, complain- 
ing that the King had cauſed to be printed the mali- 
cious inſinuations of his enemies. He denied his 


having 
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having the leaſt concern in the deſign of the Swediſh e HAP. 
King. He charged the Court of England with II. 
having privately treated of a ſeparate peace with . 


Charles, and even with having promiſed to aſſiſt 
him againſt the Czar, on condition that he would 
relinquiſh his pretenſions to Bremen and Verden. 
Nevertheleſs, he expreſſed an inclination to re- 
eſtabliſh the ancient good underſtanding, and to 
engage in vigorous meaſures for profecuting the 
war againſt the common enemy. The memorial 
was anſwered by the King of Great-Britain, who 
aſſured the Czar. he ſhould have reaſon to be fully 
tisfied, if he would remove the only obſtacle to 
their mutual good underſtanding, in other words, 
withdraw the Ruſſian troops from the Empire. 
Notwithſtanding theſe profeſſions, the two Monarchs 
were never perfectly reconciled. 3 

(II. The Czar made an excurſion to the Court 
of France, where he concluded a treaty of friend- 
ſhip with the Regent, at whoſe earneſt deſire he pro- 
miſed to recal his troops from Mecklenburgh. At 
his return to Amſterdam, he had a private inter- 
vew with Gortz, who, as well as Gyllenburgh, had 
been ſet at liberty. Gortz undertook to adjuſt all 
difference between the Czar and the King of Sweden 


vitain three months; and Peter engaged to ſuſpend | 


al operations againſt Sweden, until that term ſhould 
be expired. A congreſs was opened at Abo, be- 
tween the Swediſh and Ruſſian miniſters ; but the 
conferences were afterwards removed to Aland. By 
tis Convention, the : Czar obliged himſelf to aſſiſt 
Charles in the conqueſt of Norway ; and: they pro- 
miſed to unite all their forces againſt the King of 
breat-Britain, ſhould he preſume to interpoſe. Both 
nere incenſed againſt that Prince; and one part of 
their deſign was to raiſe the Pretender to the throne 
if England. Baron Gortz ſet out from Aland for 
Fredenckſtadt in Norway, with the plan of peace: 

| 1 


” 
—— — — 


* 
b 
n 1 
13 
3 
- : # 
53 
# © 364 
4's 
44 
* 
E 1 * 
the 
3 1 
r 
4Y 
it 
41 
24 
14 
1 
** 1 
© 4 
2% 
14 
i 
1 
2 
{ol 
1 
i 
| 
| G 
: 
{KF 


: 
| 
1 
1 
bi 
| 


— 


O_o 


362 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
B O O Kk. but, before he arrived, Charles was killed by a can- 


It. non- ball from the town, as he viſited the trenches, f 
* the thirtieth of November. Baron Gortz was 1 
immediately arreſted, and brought to the ſcaffold by i 
the nobles of Sweden, whoſe hatred he had incurred F 
by his inſolence of behaviour. The death of Charles tl 
was fortunate for King George. Sweden was now | 
obliged to ſubmit ; while the Czar, the King of 
Denmark, and the Elector of Hanover, kept pol. of 
ſeffion of what they had acquired in the courſe of the of 
war. | | fn 
II. Thus Bremen and Verden were ſecured to In 
the Houſe of Hanover: an acquiſition towards W 
which the Enghſh nation contributed by her money, hc 
as well as oy arms : an acquiſition made in con- rat 
tradiction to the — — into which England 2n 
entered when King William became guarantee for cil 
the treaty of Travendahl : an acquifition that may ba 
be conſidered as the firſt link of a political chain by thi 
which the Engliſh nation were dragged back into WW of 
expenſive connexions with the continent. The King po 
had not yet received the inveſtiture of the duchies; 1 
and, until that ſhould be procured, it was neceſſary En 
to eſpouſe with warmth the intereſts of the Em- tou 
_ This was another ſource of miſunderſtanding alli 
een Great-Britain and Spain. Prince Eugene En 
gained another complete victory over a prodigious Wl of « 
army of the Turks at Belgrade, which was ſur- Dul 
rendered to him after the battle. The Emperor had WI df 
engaged in this war as an ally of the Venetians, 8 f $ 
whom the Turks had attacked, and driven from the Ho 


Morea. The Pope conſidered it as a religious war fon, 
againſt the Infidels ; and obtained repeated aſſurances Wl! mal 
from the King of Spain that he would not under- cn: 
take any thing againft the Emperor while he was ud 
engaged in ſuch a laudable quarrel. Philip had of F 
even ſent a ſquadron of ſhips and gallies to the 
affiſtance of the Venetians. In the courſe of this 


year, 


als 
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r, however, he equipped a ſtrong armament, the c HA p. 


363 


command of which was beſtowed on the Marquis de. II. 


Lede, who ſailed from Barcelona in July, and lun. 


ing at Cagliari in Sardinia, which belonged to the 
Emperor, made a conqueſt of the whole iſland. At 
the ſame time, the King of Spain endeavoured to 
juſtify theſe proceedings by a manifeſio, in which 
he alledged that the Archduke, contrary to the faith 
of treaties, encouraged and ſupported the rebellion 
of his ſubjects in Catalonia, by frequent ſuccours 
from Naples, and other places; and that the Great 
Inquiſitor of Spain had been ſeized, though furniſhed 
with a rt from his Holineſs. He promiſed, 
however, to proceed no further, and ſuſpend all ope- 
ntions, that the powers of Europe might have time 
and opportunity to contrive expedients for recon- 
ciling all differences, and ſecuring the peace and 
balance of power in Italy : nay, he conſented that 
this important affair ſhould be left to the arbitration 
of King George and the States General. Theſe 
powers undertook the office. Conferences were be- 
pun between the miniſters of the Emperor, France, 
England, and Holland ; and theſe produced, in the 
courſe of the following year, the famous quadruple 
allance, In this treaty it was ſtipulated, that the 
Emperor ſhould renounce all pretenfions to the crown 
of Spain, and exchange Sardinia for Sicily, with the 
Duke of Savoy; that the ſucceſſion to the duchies 
of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, which the Queen 
of Spain claimed by inheritance, as Princeſs of the 
Houſe of Farneſe, ſhould be ſettled on her eldeſt 
fon, in caſe the preſent poſſeſſors ſhould die without 


' tale iſſue. Philip, diſſatisfied with this partition, 


continued to make formidable preparations by ſea 
and land. The King of England and the Regent 
France interpoſed their admonitions to no pur- 
pole, At length his Britannick Majeſty had re- 
cure to more ſubſtantial arguments, and ordered 

| a ſtrong 
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99 * ſtrong ſquadron to be equipped with all poſſſble he 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


expedition.F _ fin 
IV. On the third day of November, the Prin- ls 
ceſs of Wales was delivered of a Prince, the cere. Ml fen 


mony of whoſe baptiſm was productive of a dif. 
ference between the grandfather and the father. The Ml te 
Prince of Wales intended that his uncle, the Duke Lo 
of York, ſhould ſtand godfather. The King ordered 
the Duke of Newcaſte to ſtand for himſelf, After * 


the ceremony, the Prince expreſſed his reſentment WM 
againſt this nobleman in very warm terms. The ot 
' King ordered the Prince to confine . himſelf within te 
his own apartments; and afterwards ſignified his the 
pleaſure that he ſhould quit the palace of St. James. ft 
He retired with the Princeſs to a houſe belonging — 


to the Earl of Grantham; but the children were de- 
tained at the palace. All Peers, and Peereſſes, and der 
all Privy-counſellors and their wives, were given to 

underſtand, that in caſe they viſited the Prince and 4 
Princeſs, they ſhould have no acceſs to his Majeſty's = 
preſence ; and all who enjoyed poſts and places U 
under both King and Prince were obliged to quit the g 
ſervice of one or other, at their option. When the pip 
Parhament met on the twenty-firſt day of Novem- 
ber, the King, in his ſpeech, told both Houſes that "a 


The Pretender, who reſided at Urbino, having received intelli- 
ence from Paris, that there was a deſign formed againſt his life, Pope Cont 
lement XI. gave directions that all foreigners in that neighbourhood, ſean 

eſpecially Engliſh, ſhould he arreſted. The Earl of Peterborough 


arriving at Bologna, with a few armed followers, was ſeized, with all OV 
His papers. Being interrogated, he ſaid he came to paſs ſome time in ho! 
Italy, for the benefit of the air. He was cloſe cogfined for a whole 
month in Fort Urbino, and his attendants were ſent to priſon, Nothing Ore 
appearing to juſtify the ſuſpicion, he was diſmiſſed with uncommon the 
civility. - The King demanding reparation for this inſult, the Pope | ſtan 
wrote'with his own 2 a letter to an ally of Great-Britain, declaring 

that the Legate of Bologna had violently and unjuſtly, without the hun. 
knowledge of his Holineſs, cauſed the Earl of Peterborough to be ſeized ( 
upon ſuſpicions which proved to be ill-grounded. The Cardinal Legate ; 
ſent a declaration to the En lim Admiral in the Mediterranean, that coin 
he had aſked forgiveneſs of his Holineſs, and now begged pardon of his the! 
Britannick Majeſty, for having unadviſedly arreſted a Peer of Great- 1 


Britain on his travels, 


he 
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he had reduced the army to very near one half, CHAP: 


ace the beginning of the laſt ſeffion : he expreſſed 


305 


his deſire that all thoſe who were friends to the pre- 1717. 


ſent happy eſtabliſhment might unanimouſly concur 
in ſome proper method for the greater ſtrengthening 
the Proteſtant intereſt, of which, as the Church of 
England was unqueſtionably the main ſupport and 
bulwark, ſo would ſhe reap the principal benefit of 
every advantage accruing from the union and mu- 
tual charity of all Proteſtants. After the addrefles 
of thanks, which were couched in the uſual ſtyle, 
the Commons proceeded to take into conſideration 
the eſtimates and accounts, in order to ſettle the 
etabliſhment of the army, navy, and ordnance. 
Ten thouſand men were voted for the fea-fervice. 
When the ſupply for the army fell under delibera- 
tion, a very warm debate enſued, upon the number 
of troops neceſſary to be maintained. Sir William 


long elaborate harangue, infiſted upon its being 
reduced to twelve thouſand. They were anſwered by 
Mr. Craggs, Secretary at War, and Sir David Dal- 
r7mple. Mr. Shippen in the courſe of the debate, 
lad the ſecond paragraph of the King's ſpeech ſeemed 
ather to be calculated for the meridian of Germany 
than for Great-Britain ; and it was a great misfortune 
that the King was a ſtranger to our language and 
conſtitution, Mr. Lechmere affirmed this was a 
ſandalous invective againſt the King's perſon and 
government ; and moved that he who uttered it 
lhould be ſent to the Tower. Mr. Shippen, refuſing 
to retract or excuſe what he had ſaid, was voted to 
ie Tower by a great majority; and the number of 
ſanding forces was fixed at fixteen thouſand three 
tundred and forty-ſeven effective men. 

\V. On account of the great ſcarcity of filver 


tte importation of gold, a motion was made to put 
{ſtop to this growing evil, by lowering the value of 
gold 


Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, and Mr. Walpole, in a 


coin, occaſioned by the exportation of filver, and 
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B O o k gold specie. The Commons examined a repreſen, 


I. 


1717. 


tation which had been made to the Treaſury by Sir 
Iſaac Newton, maſter of the Mint, on this ſubjed, 
Mr. Caſwel explained the nature of a clandeſtine 
trade carried on by the Dutch and Hamburgherg, 
in concert with the Jews of England and other 
traders, for exporting the filver coin and importing 
gold, which being coined at the mint yielded 3 
profit of fifteen pence upon every guinea, The 
Houſe, in an addreſs to the King, deſired that a 
proclamation might be iſſued, forbidding all per- 
ſons to utter or receive guineas at a higher rate 
than one-and-twenty ſhillings each, His Majeſty 
complied with that requeſt : but people hoarding 
up their filver, in hopes that the price of it would 
be raiſed, or in apprehenſion that the gold would 
be lowered ſhll farther, the two Houſes reſolved 
that the ſtandard of the gold and filver coins of 
the kingdom ſhould not be altered in fineneſs, 
weight, or denomination, and they ordered a bull 
to be brought in, to prevent the melting down of 
the ſilver coin. At this period, one James Shepherd, 
a youth of eighteen, apprentice to a coachmaker, 
and an enthuſiaſt in Jacobitiſm, ſent a letter to a 
nonjuring clergyman, propoſing a ſcheme for afla(- 
ſinating King George, He was immediately appre- 
hended, owned the deſign, was tried, condemned, 
and executed at Tyburn, This was likewiſe the fate 
of the Marquis de Palleotti, an Italian nobleman, 
brother to the Ducheſs of Shrewſbury, He had, in 
a tranſport of paſſion, killed his own ſervant ; and 
ſeemed indeed to be difordered in his brain, After 
he had received ſentence of death, the King's par- 
don was earneſtly ſollicited by his ſiſter, the Ducheis, 
and many other perfons of the firſt diſtinction : but 
the common people became ſo clamorous, that it was 
thought dangerous to reſcue him from the penalties 
of the law, which he accordingly underwent in the 


moſt ignominious manner. No ſubject mea” 8 
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much heat and altercation in Parliament during this cu Ap. 
ſellion, as did the bill for regulating the land-forces, II. 

and puniſhing mutiny and defertion : a bill which 
was looked upon as an encroachment upon the liber- 
tes and conſtitution of England, inaſmuch as it 
eſtabliſhed martial law, which wreſted from the civil 
magiſtrate the cognizance of crimes and miſde- 
m:anours committed by the ſoldiers and officers of 
the army: a juriſdiction inconſiſtent with the genius Wy 
ad diſpoſition of the people. The dangers that Ba 
might accrue from fuch a power were explained in 10 
the Lower Houſe by Mr. Hutchinſon, Mr. Harley, | wes 
and Mr, Robert Walpole, which laſt, however, voted | of 
afterwards for, the bill. In the Houſe of Lords, it Nei! 
ws ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the Earls of Oxford, "wi 
Strafford, and Lord Harcourt, Their objections 4 
were anſwered by Lord Carteret, The bill paſſed 15 
by a great majority; but divers Lords entered a | 1 
proteſt, This affair being diſcuſſed, a bill was 1400 
brought in for veſting in truſtees the forfeited eſtates 1 
in Britain and 3 to be ſold for the uſe of the | 
tublick ; for giving relief to lawful creditors, by | 
determining the claims, and for the more effectual { 
binging into the reſpective Exchequers the rents 1 


1717. 


ad profits of the eſtates till fold, The time of 

ckiming was prolonged : the ſum of twenty thou- 

and pounds was reſerved out of the ſale of the 

lates in Scotland, for erecting ſchools ; and eight 

thouſand pounds for building barracks in that king- 

dom. The King having ſignified, by a meſſage toOldmixon. 
ae Houſe of Commons, that he bad lately received Annals. 
fach information from abroad, as gave reaſon 2 
&leve that a naval force, employed where it ſhould Hit. Reg, 
ie neceflary, would give weight to his endeavours ; d. Tias. 
de, therefore, thought fit to acquaint the Houſe Parlia- 

s WI this circumſtance, not doubting but that in gent 


Boling- 
$ ale he ſhould be obliged, at this critical juncture, broke. 
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B O o Kexceeding, The Commons immediately drew \ 
II. up and preſented an addreſs, aſſuring his Majeſty p 
717, that they would make good ſuch exceedings of 1 
ſeamen as he ſhould find neceſſary to preſerve the t 
tranquillity of Europe. On the twenty-firſt day 0 
of March, the King went to the Houſe of Peers, * 
and having paſſed the bills that were ready for il ; 
the Royal aſſent, ordered the Parliament to be pro- Will }, 
rogued. * | | 6G 
An. 76. § VI. The King of Spain, by the care and inde- f 
fatigable diligence of his prime miniſter, Cardinal Wi 4, 
Alberom, equipped a very formidable armament, Wl x. 
which, in the begining of June, ſet fail from Bar- to 
celona towards Italy ; but the deſtination of it was his 
not known. A ſtrong ſquadron having been fitted | 
out in England, the Marquis de Monteleone, Am- Wil 
baſſador from Spain, preſented a memorial to the Im 
Britiſh miniſtry, importing that ſo powerful an at- Ho 
mament in time of peace could not but give um-! 
brage to the King his maſter, and alter the good re 
intelligence that ſubſiſted between the two Crowns. Kin 
In anſwer to this repreſentation, the miniſters de-M ;F, 
clared that the King intended to ſend Admiral Byng WW te 
with a powerful ſquadron into the Mediterranean, ¶ mo 
to maintain the neutrality in Italy. Meanwhile, fru 
the negociations between the Engliſh and French rec 
miniſters produced the quadruple alliance, by which I non 
King George and the Regent preſcribed a peace be- let 
tween the Emperor, the King of Spain, and the Ma 
King of Sicily, and undertook to compel Philip and Mie 
the Savoyard to ſubmit to ſuch conditions, as they I kb 
had concerted with his Imperial Majeſty. Theſe as 
powers were allowed only three months to confider . fe 
the- articles, and declare whether they would reject Wl « cal 
them, or acquieſce in the partition. Nothing could WF « 
„Earl Cowper, Lord Chancellor, reſigned the great ſeal, which Was * Na 


. . . ker, AS ” 
at ficſt put in commiſſion, but afterwards given to Lord Pai 1 
High — The Earl of Sunderland was made Preſident of = L g 
Council, and Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury. Lord — = 0 I 
Mr. Craggs were appointed Secretaries of State, Lord Stannop mir 


\ 


Lord Cadogan were afterwards created Earls, f be vol 
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Britain than this treaty, which deſtroyed the balance 
in Italy, by throwing ſuch an acceſſion of power into 
the hands of the houſe of Auſtria. It interrupted 
the commerce with Spain ; involved the kingdom 
in an immediate war with that monarchy ; and gave 
riſe to all the quarrels and diſputes which have ariſen 
between England and Spain in the ſequel. The 
States-General did not approve of ſuch violent mea- 
ſures, and for ſome time kept aloof: but at length 
they acceded to the quadruple alliance, which in- 
deed was no other than a very expenſive compliment 
tothe Emperor, who was defirous of adding Sicily to 
his other Italian dominions. 

VII. The King of England had uſed ſome en- 
deavours to compromiſe the difference between his 
Imperial Majeſty and the Spaniſh branch of the 
Houſe of Bourbon. Lord Stanhope had been ſent 
to Madrid, with a plan of pacification, which being 
rected by Philip, as partial and iniquitous, the 
king determined to ſupport his mediation by force 
ofarms. Sir George Byng ſailed from Spithead on 
the fourth day of June, with twenty ſhips of the line, 
wo fire thips, two bomb-veſſels, and ample in- 
fructions how to act on all emergencies. He ar- 
red off Cape St. Vincent on the thirtieth day of the 
nonth, and diſpatched his ſecretary to Cadiz, with 
letter to Colonel Stanhope, the Britiſh miniſter at 
Madrid, defiring him to inform his Moſt Catholick 
Majeſty of the Admiral's arrival in thoſe parts, and 
ly before him this article of his inſtructions: © You 
"ae to make inſtances with both parties to ceaſe 
* from uſing any further acts of hoſtility : but in 
- Cale the Spaniards do ftill inſiſt, with their ſhips 
"Of war and forces, to attack the kingdom of 
C Naples, or other the territories of the Emperor in 
; Italy, or to land in any part of Italy, which can 
| ly be with a deſign to invade the Emperor's do- 

anons, againſt whom only they have delcared 
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BOOK“ war by invading Sardinia ; or, if they ſhould en- 


II. 


1718, dom of Sicily, which muſt be with a deſign to 


in ſuch an attempt, and offer them your affiſtance 


& deavour to make themſelves maſters of the king- 


“ invade the kingdom of Naples; in which caſe 
* you are, with all your power, to hinder and ob- | 
* ſtruct the ſame. If it ſhould ſo happen, that at 
* your arrival, with our fleet under your command, 
*in the Mediterranean, the Spaniards ſhould al- 
ready have landed any troops in Italy, in order to 
* invade the Emperor's territories, you ſhall endea- 
** your amicably to diſſuade them from perſevering 


eto help them to withdraw their troops, and put an 
* end to all further acts of hoſtility. But in caſe 


5 theſe your friendly endeavours ſhould prove in- : 
d effectual, you ſhall, by keeping company with, o 
* or intercepting their ſhips or convoy; or if it be tt 
* neceſſary, by openly oppoſing them, defend the L 
* Emperor's territories from any further attempt.” V 
When Cardinal Alberoni peruſed theſe inſtructions, ci 
he told Colonel Stanhope, with ſome warmth, that to 
his maſter would run all hazards, and even ſuffer WF «, 
himſelf to be driven out of Spain, rather than recal WF pe 
his troops, or conſent to a ſuſpenſion of arms. He yt 
ſaid the Spaniards were not to be frightened ; andi tr; 
he was ſo well convinced that the fleet would do of 
their duty, that in caſe of their being attacked by i 
Admiral Byng, he ſhould be in no pain for the ſuc. ne 
ceſs. Mr. Stanhope preſenting him with a lift o the 
the Britiſh ſquadron, he threw it upon the groun fail 
with great emotion. He promiſed, however, to la yz; 
the Admiral's letter before the King, and to let th oy 
envoy know his Majeſty's reſolution. Such an in IL 
terpoſition could not but be very provoking to tha no, 
Spaniſh miniſter, who had laid his account with th w. 
conqueſt of Sicily, and for that purpoſe prepared a d 
armament which was altogether ſurpriſing, conlider: he 1 
ing the late ſhattered condition of the Spaniſh affair fire 


But he ſeems to have put too much confidence þ 
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the ſtrength of the Spaniſh fleet. In a few days he c HAP. 
ſent back the Admiral's letter to Mr. Stanhope, with II. 
a note under it, importing that the Chevalier Byng 1718. 


might execute the orders he had received from the 
King his, maſter. 

VIII. The Admiral, in paſſing by Gibraltar, 
was joined by Vice Admiral Cornwall, with two 
ſhips. He proceeded to Minorca, where he re- 
lieved the garriſon of Port-Mahon. Then he failed 
for Naples, where he arrived on the firft day of Au- 

ſt, and was received as a deliverer : for the Nea- 
politans had been under the utmoſt terror of an in- 
rafion from the Spaniards. Sir George Byng re- 
ceived intelligence from the Viceroy, Count Daun, 
who treated him with the moſt diſtinguiſhing marks 
of reſpect, that the Spamiſh army, amounting to 
thirty thouſand men, commanded by the Marquis de 
Lede, had landed in Sicily, reduced Palermo and 
Meſſina, and were then employed in the ſięge of the 
citadel belonging to this laſt city: that the Piedmon- 
teſe garriſon would be obliged to ſurrender, if not 
ſpeedily. reheved : that an alliance was upon the car- 
pet between the Emperor and the King of Sicily, 
which laft had defired the aſſiſtance of the Imperial 
troops, and agreed to receive them into the citadel 
of Meſſina. The admiral immediately reſolved to 
fal thither, and took under his convoy a reinforce- 
ment of two thouſand Germans for the citadel, under 


the command of General Wetzel. He forthwith 


laled from Naples, and on the ninth day of Auguſt 
was in fight of the Faro of Meſſina. He diſpatched his 
om Captain with a polite meſſage to the Marquis de 
e, propoſing a ceſſation of arms in Sicily for two 
months, that the powers of Europe might have time 
o concert meaſures for reſtoring a laſting peace; 
ad declaring, that ſhould this propoſal be rejected, 
he would, in purſuance of his inſtructions, uſe all his 
borce to prevent further attempts to diſturb the do- 
nunions his maſter had engaged to defend. The 
B B 2 Spaniſh 
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B © o KSpaniſh General anſwered, that he had no powers to 
II. treat, and conſequently could not agree to an armi- 
Ci ſtice, but ſhould obey his orders, which directed him 
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to reduce Sicily for his maſter the King of Spain. 
The Spainiſh fleet had ſailed from the harbour of 
Meſſina on the day before the Engliſh ſquadron ap- 
peared. Admiral Byng ſuppoſed they had retired 
to Malta, and directed his courſe towards Meſſina, 
in order to encourage and ſupport the garriſon in the 
citadel. But in doubling the point of Faro, he 
deſcried two, Spaniſh ſcouts, and learned from the 
people of a felucca from the Calabrian ſhore, that 
they had ſeen from the hills the Spaniſh fleet lying 
to in order of battle. The Admiral immediately 
detached the German troops to Reggio, under con- 
voy of two ſhips of war. Then he ſtood through the 
Faro after the Spaniſh ſcouts that led him to their 
main fleet, which before noon he deſcried in line of 
battle, amonnting to ſeven-and-twenty fail large and 
ſmall, beſides two fire-ſhips, four bomb- veſſels, and 
ſeven gallies. They were commanded in chief by 
Don Antonio de Caftanita, under whom were the 
four. Rear-Admirals Chacon, Mari, Guevara, and 
Cammock. At fight of the Engliſh ſquadron, they 
ſtood away large, and Byng gave chaſe all the reſt of 
the day. In the morning, which was the eleventh of 
Avouft, Rear-Admiral de Mari, with fix ſhips of 
war, the gallies, fire-ſhips and bomb-ketches ſe- 
parated from the main fleet, and ſtood in for the 
Sicilian ſhore. The Engliſh Admiral detached Cap- 
tain Walton with five ſhips” in purſuit of them; and 
they were ſoon engaged. He himſelf continued to 
chaſe their main fleet ; and about ten o'clock the 
battle began. The Spaniards ſeemed to be diſtracted 
in their councils, and ated in confuſion. They made 
à running fight: yet the Admirals behaved with cou- 
rage and activity, in ſpite of which they were all ta- 
ken, except Cammock, who made his, _ with 
three ſhips of war and three frigates. In this e 
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gement, which happened off Cape Paſſaro, Cap- Ap. 


tun Haddock, of the Grafton, ſignalized his courage II. 
in an extraordinary manner. On the eighteenth the 1518. 
Admiral received a letter from Captain Walton, 
dated off Syracuſe, intimating that he had taken 
four Spaniſh ſhips of war, together with a bomb- 
ketch, and a veſſel laden with arms: and that he had 
burned four ſhips of the line, a fire ſhip, and a bomb 
yeſſel. “ Had the Spaniards followed the advice of 
Rear-Admiral Cammock, who was a native of Ire- 
land, Sir George Byng would not have obtained ſuch 
an eaſy victory. That officer propoſed that they 
ſhould remain at anchor in the road of Paradiſe, with 
their broadſides to the ſea ; in which caſe the Engliſh: 
Admiral would have found it a very difficult taik to 
attack them: for the coaſt is ſo bold, that the largeſt 
ſhips could ride with a cable aſhore ; whereas farther 
out the currents are ſo various and rapid, that the 
Engliſh ſquadron could not have come to anchor, or 
le near them in order of battle : beſides the Spa- 
wards might have been reinforced from the army 
on ſhore, which would have raiſed batteries to annoy 
the aſſailants. Before King George had received an 
account of this engagement from the Admiral, he 
wote him a letter with his own hand, approving his 
conduct. When Sir George's eldeſt ſon arrived in 
England, with a circumſtantial account of the action, 
le was graciouſly received, and ſent back with pleni- 
ptentiary powers to his father, that he might nego- 
mate with the ſeveral princes and ſtates of Italy, as he 
ould fee occaſion. The ſon likewiſe carried the 
Kng's royal grant to the officers and ſeamen, of all 
tte prizes they had taken from the Spaniards. Not- 
ntaſtanding this victory, the Spaniſh army carried 


* letter is juſtly deemed a curious ſpecimen of the laconick ſtyle. 
ir, 


„e have taken and deſtroyed all the Spaniſh ſhips and veſſels 
Viich were upon the coaſt the number as 7 — 
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B O o Kon the ſiege of the citadel of Meffina, with ſuch vi. 
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gour, that the Governor ſurrendered the place by 


1738, Capitulation on the twenty-ninth day of September. 


A treaty was now concluded at Vienna between the 
Emperor and the Duke of Savoy. They agreed to 
form an army for the conqueſt of Sardinia in behalf 
of the Duke; and in the mean time this Prince en- 
gaged to evacuate Sicily; but until his troops could 
be conveyed from that iſland,” he conſented that they 
ſhould co-operate with the Germans againſt the com- 
mon. enemy. Admiral Byng continued to affiſt tne 
Imperialiſts in Sicily during the beſt part of the win- 
ter, by ſcouring the ſeas of the Spaniards, and keep- 
ing the communication open between the German 
forces and the Calabrian ſhore, from whence they 
were ſupplied with proviſions. He acted in this ſer- 
vice with equal conduct, reſolution, and activity. 
He conferred with the Viceroy of Naples, and the | 
other Imperial Generals about the operations of the 
enſuing campaign, and Count Hamilton was dif- 
patched to Vienna, to lay before the Emperor the re- 
fult of their deliberations : then the Admiral ſet fail 
for Mahon, where the ſhips might be refitted, and 
put in a condition to take the ſea in the ſpring. 
IX. The deſtruction of the Spamiſh fleet was a 
ſubject that employed the deliberations and conjec- 
tures of all 'the politicians in Europe. Spain ex- 
claimed againſt the conduct of England, as incon- 
ſiſtent with the rules of good faith, for the obſerva- 
tion of which ſhe had always been ſo famous. The 
Marquis de Monteleone wrote a letter to Mr. Secre- 
tary Craggs, in which he expoſtulated with him upon 
fuch an unprecedented outrage. Cardinal Alberom, 
in a letter to that miniſter, inveighed againſt it as 3 
baſe unworthy action. He ſaid the neutrality of 
Italy was a weak pretence, fince every body knew 
that neutrality had long been at an end; and that the 
Prince's guarantees of the treaty of Utrecht were en- 


tirely diſcharged from their engagements, not * 
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finans in the evacuation of Catalonia and Majorca; 
but alſo becauſe the guarantee was no longer binding 
than till a peace was concluded with France. He 
taxed the Britiſh Miniſtry with having revived and 
ſupported this neutrality, not by an amicable media- 
tion, but by open violence, and artfully abuſing the 
confidence and ſecurity of the Spaniards. This was 
the language of diſappointed ambition.” Neverthe- 
leſs it muſt be owned, that the conduct of England, 
on this occaſion, was irregular, partiai, and pre- 
cipitate. 

X. The Parliament meeting on the eleventh day 
of November, the King in his ſpeech declared, that 
the Court of Spain had rejected all his amicable pro- 
poſals, and broke through their moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, for the ſecurity of the Britiſh commerce. 
To vindicate, therefore, the faith of his former trea- 
ties, as well as to maintain thoſe he had lately 
made, and to protect and defend the trade of his 
ſubjects, which had in every branch been violently 
and unjuſtly oppreſſed, it became neceſſary for his 
naval forces to check their progreſs : that notwith- 
ſtanding the ſucceſs of his arms, that Court had 
lately given orders at all the ports of Spain and of 
the Weſt-Indies to fit out privateers againſt the 
Engliſh. He faid he was perſuaded, that a Britiſh 
Parliament would enable him to reſent ſuch treat- 
ment; and he aſſured them that his good brother, 
the Regent of France, was ready to concur with him 
in the moſt vigorous meaſures. A ſtrong oppoſi- 
tion was made in both Houſes to the motion for an 
addreſs of thanks and congratulation propoſed by 
Lord Carteret, Several Peers obſerved, that ſuch 
a addreſs was, in effect, to approve a ſea- fight 
vhich might be attended with dangerous conſe- 
quences, and to give the ſanction of that auguſt 
alembly to meaſures which, upon examination, 
night appear either to claſh with the law of nations, 
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B O O Kor former treaties, or to be prejudicial to the trade of 
. of Great-Britain : that they ought to proceed with bu 
"1713, the utmoſt caution and matureſt deliberation, in an an 
affair wherein the honour, as well as the intereſt of be 

the nation, were ſo highly concerned. Lord Straf. tal 


ford moved for an addreſs, that Sir George Byng's th 
inſtructions might be laid before the Houſe. Earl po 
Stanhope replied, that there was no-occaſion for ſuch ne! 
an addreſs, fince by his Majeſty's command he had otl 
already laid before the Houſe the treaties, of which we 
the late ſea- fight was a conſequence : particularly the u 
treaty for a defenſive alliance between the Emperor He 
and his Majeſty, concluded at Weſtminſter on the the 
twenty-fifth day of May, in the year one thouſand ſuc 
ſeven hundred and fixteen ; and the treaty of alli- anc 
ance for reſtoring and ſettling the publick peace, cre 
ſigned at London on the twenty-ſecond day of July. nat 
He affirmed, that the Court of Spain had violated me 
the treaty of Utrecht, and acted againſt the publick mo 
faith, in attacking the Emperor's dominions, while car 


he was engaged in a war againſt the enemies of Cox 
Chriſtendom : that they had rejected his Majeſtys vote 
friendly offices and offers for mediating an accom- tre 
modation. He explained the cauſe of his own jour- the 


ney to Spain, and his negociations at Madrid. He two 
added, it was high time to check the growth of the fve 
naval power of Spain, in order to protect and ſecure The 
the trade of the Britiſh ſubjects which had been bote 
violently oppreſſed by the Spaniards. After a long ( 
debate, the motion was carried by a conſiderable dur 
majority. The ſame ſubject excited diſputes of the orde 
ſame nature in the Houſe of Commons, where Lord pref 
Hinchinbroke moved that, in their addreſs of the 
thanks, they ſhould declare their entire ſatisfaction "a 
in thoſe meaſures which the King had already taken ng} 
for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, and eſta- 10 
bliſhing a laſting tranquillity in Europe. The (chi 
| members in the oppoſition urged, that it was un- Teſt 


parliamentary and unprecedented, on the fuſt Oy try, 
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buſineſs in queſtion was of the higheſt importance, 


before they approved the meaſures which had been 
taken, they ought to examine the reaſons on which 
thoſe meaſures were founded. Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole affirmed, that the giving ſanction, in the man- 
ner propoſed to the late meaſures, could have no 
other view than that of ſcreening miniſters, who 
were conſcious of having begun a war againſt Spain, 
and now wanted to make it the Parhament's war. 
He obſerved, that inſtead of an entire ſatisfaction, 
they ought to expreſs their entire diſſatisfaction with 
ſuch conduct as was contrary to the law of nations, 
and a breach of the moſt ſolemn treaties. Mr. Se- 
cretary Craggs, in a long ſpeech, explained the 
nature of the quadruple alliance, and juſtified all the 
meaſures which had been taken. The addreſs, as 
moved by Lord Hinchinbroke, was at length 
caried, and preſented to his Majeſty. Then the 
Commons proceeded to conſider the ſupply: They 
wted thirteen thouſand five hundred ſailors ; and 
twelve thouſand four hundred and thirty-five men for 
the land-ſeryice. The whole eftimate amounted to 
wo millions two hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand 
ive hundred eighty-one pounds, nineteen ſhillings. 
M money was raiſed by a land-tax, malt-tax, and 


ry. | 
(XI. On the thirteenth day of December, Earl 


det to unite the hearts of the well- affected to the 
elent eſtabliſhment, he had a bill to offer under 
the title of © An act for ſtrengthening the Proteſt- 
; . * in theſe kingdoms.” Ml. t was accord- 
agly read, and appeared to be a bill repealing the 
Ws againſt — conformity, the growth of 


chiſm, and ſome clauſes in the Corporation and 
Leſt acts. This had been concerted by the mini- 
in, in private meetings, with the moſt eminent 
a Difſſenters. 


Stanhope declared, in the Houſe of Lords, that, in 
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BO O x Diſſenters. The Tory Lords were aſtoniſhed at this felt 
it. motion, for which they were altogether unprepared, 
Nevertheleſs, they were ſtrenuous in their oppoſi. Will :22 
tion. They alledged that the bill, inſtead of Por 
ſtrengthening, would certainly weaken the Church tot 
of England, by plucking off her beſt feathers, in- bn 
veſting her enemies with power, and ſharing with und 
Churchmen the civil and military employments of ber 
which they were then wholly poſſeſſed. Earl Cow- WM thi; 
per declared himſelf againſt that part of the bill by et 
which ſome clauſes of the "Teſt and Corporation ere: 
acts were repealed : becauſe he looked upon thoſe Hoi 
acts, as the main bulwark of our excellent conſti- the 
tution in Church and State, which ought to be in- nit 
violably preſerved. The Earl of Ilay oppoſed the it o 
bill, becauſe, in his opinion, it infringed the pad Was 
conventa of the Treaty of Union, by which the pounds d 
both of the Church of England and of the Church of cn 
Scotland were fixed and ſettled ; and he was appre- WW that 
henſive, if the articles of the Union were broke with 
reſpect to one Church, it might afterwards be a pre- 
cedent to break them with reſpect to the other. 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſaid the Acts which 
by this bill would be repealed were the main bul- 
wark and ſupporters of the Engliſh Church: he ex- 
prefled all imaginable tenderneſs for well-meaning 
conſcientious Diſſenters: but he could not forbear 
ſaying, ſome among that ſect made a wrong uſe of 
the favour and indulgence ſhown to-them at the Re- 
volution, though they had the leaſt ſhare in that 
happy event: it was, therefore, thought necetlary 
for the legiſlature to-interpoſe, and put a ſtop to the 
ſcandalous practice of - occaſional conformity. He 
added, that it would be needleſs to repeal the act 
againſt ſchiſm, ſince no advantage had been taken 
of it to the prejudice of the Difſenters. Dr. Hoad 
ley, Biſhop of Bangor, endeavoured to prove, that 
the occaſional and ſchiſm acts were in effect perſe 
cuting laws; and that by admitting the Ne 
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gon, all the perſecutions maintained by the heathens 

zunſt the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and even the 

Popiſh Inquiſition, might be juſtified. With reſpect 

tthe power of which many clergymen appeared ſo 
fond and ſo zealeus ; he owned the deſire of power 

and niches was natural to all men; but that he had 
earned both from reaſon and from the goſpel, that 
this defire muſt be kept within due bounds, and not 
atrench upon the rights and liberties of their fellow- 
creatures and countrymen. After a long debate, the 
Houſe agreed to leave. out ſome clauſes concerning 
the Teſt and Corporation acts : then the bill was com- 
mitted, and afterwards paſſed. In the Lower Houſe 
t met with violent oppoſition, in ſpite of which it 
was carried by the majority. 

XII. The King on the ſeventeenth day of De- 
cember, ſent a meſſage to the Commons, importing, 
that all his endeavours to procure redreſs for the 
mjuries done to his ſubjects by the King of Spain 
having proved ineffectual, he had found it neceſſary 
to declare war againſt that Monarch. When a 
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n notion was made for an addreſs, to aſſure the King 
l they would cheerfully ſupport him in the proſecution 
Ve 


of the war, Mr. Shippen and ſome oth&r members 
lad, they did not ſee the neceſſity of involving the 
nation in a war, on account of ſome grievances of 
which the merchants complained, as theſe might be 
micably. redreſſed. Mr. Stanhope affured the 
Houſe, that he had preſented five-and-twenty me- 


ry orials to the miniſtry of Spain on that ſubject, 
- mtout ſucceſs. Mr. Methuen accounted for the 
Je 


dlatory proceedings of the. Spaniſh Court in com- 
mercial a.Fairs, by explaining the great variety of 
&ulations in the ſeveral provinces and ports of that 

gdom. It was ſuggeſted, that the miniſtry paid 
Rry little regard to the trade and intereſt of the na- 
wn; inaſmuch as it appeared by the anſwer from 
iecretary of State to * letter of the Marquis de 
| Monteleone, 
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BO. Oo K Monteleone, that they would have overlooked the 


II. violation of the treaties of commerce, provided Spain : 
27:8, had accepted the conditions ſtipulated in the qua- y 


druple alliance; for it was there expreſsly ſaid, that 
his Majeſty, the King of Great-Britain, did not ü 
ſeek to aggrandize himſelf by any new acquiſitions, a 
but was rather inclined to ſacrifice ſomething of his 
own to procure the general quiet and tranquillity of 


Europe. A member obſerved, that nobody could £ 
tell how far that ſacrifice would have extended ; but 8 
certainly it was a very uncommon ſtretch of conde- 90 
ſcenſion. This ſacriſice was ſaid to be the ceſſion * 
of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which the Regent of ot 
France had offered to the King of Spain, provided wh 
he would accede to the quadruple alliance. Horatio ſhe 
Walpole obſerved, that the diſpoſition of Sicily in po 
favour of the Emperor was an infraction of the treaty tha 
of Utrecht; and his brother exclaimed againſt the the 
injuſtice of attacking the Spaniſh fleet before a de- ah 
claration of war. Notwithſtanding all theſe argu- of 
ments and objections, the majority agreed to the ul 
addreſs; and ſuch another was carried in the Upper find 
Houſe without a diviſion. The declaration of war Reg 
againſt Spain was publiſhed with the uſual ſolemni- aint 
ties ; but this war was not a favourite of the people, thir 
and therefore did not produce thoſe acclamations that kn 
were uſual on ſuch occaſions. Dl 

$ XIII. Meanwhile Cardinal Alberoni employed 0 
all his intrigues, power, and induſtry, for the gra- che 
tification of his revenge. He cauſed new {hips to Or 
be built, the ſea-ports to be put in a poſture of de- hs 
fence, ſuccours to be ſent to Sicily, and the proper dun 
meaſures to be taken for the ſecurity of Sardinia. (he 

e, by means of the Prince de Cellamare, the Spa- ud 
niſh Ambaſſador at Paris, caballed with the malcon- Mar 
tents of that kingdom, who were numerous and n 
powerful, A ſcheme was actually formed for ſeizing Bl ,.. 
the Regent, and ſecuring the perſon of the King, Ling 
The Duke of Orleans owed the firſt n = tu 
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this plot to King George, who gave him to under-C HAP. 


fand, that a conſpiracy was formed againſt his 


took meaſures for watching the conduct of all 
| {uipeted perſons ; but the whole intrigue was 
diſcovered by accident. The Prince de Cellamare 
entruſted his diſpatches to the Abbe Portocarrero, 
and to a ſon of the Marquis de Monteleone. Theſe 
emiſſaries ſet out from Paris in a poſt-chaiſe, and 
were overturned. The poſtillion overheard Porto- 
carrero ſay, he would not have loft his portmanteau 
for a hundred thouſand piſtoles. The man, at his 
return to Paris, gave notice to the government of 
what he had obſerved. The Spaniards, being pur- 
ſued, were overtaken and ſeized at Poitiers, with the 
portmanteau, in which the Regent found two letters 
that made him acquainted with the particulars of 
the conſpiracy. The Prince de Cellamare was im- 
mediately conducted to the frontiers; the Duke 
of Maine, the Marquis de Pompadour, the Cardi- 
tl de Polignac, and many other perſons of diſ- 
inction, were committed to different priſons. The 
Regent declared war againſt Spain, on the twenty- 
untk day of December; and an army of ſix-and- 
tlirty thouſand men began its march towards that 
kingdom in January, under the command of the 
Duke of Berwick. 
XIV. Cardinal Alberoni had likewiſe formed a 
kheme in favour of the Pretender. The Duke of 
Omond repairing to Madrid, held conferences with 
is Eminence; and meaſures were concerted for ex- 
dung another inſurrection in Great-Britain. The 
Chevalier de St. George quitted Urbino by ſtealth; 
ad embarking at Netteno, landed at Cagliari in 
March, From thence he took his paſſage to Roſes 


« u Catalonia, and proceeded to Madrid, where he 
W received with great cordiality, and treated as 
= of Great-Britain. An armament had been 


upped of ten ſhips of war and tranſports, having 
| on 


— 


rſon and government. The Regent immediately 1518. 
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'B © © Kon board ſix thouſand regular troops, with arms fy 


II. 


1718. 


twelve thouſand men. The command of this fleet 
was beſtowed on the Duke of Ormond, with the title 
of Captain-General of his Moſt Catholick Majeſty, 
He was provided with declarations in the name of 
that King, importing, that for many good reaſons 
he had ſent part of his land and ſea forces into Eng- 
land and Scotland, to act as auxiharies to King 
James. His Britannick Majeſty, having received 
from the Regent of France timely notice of this in- 
tended invaſion, offered, by proclamations, reward; 
to thoſe that ſhould apprehend the Duke of Ormond, 
or any gentleman embarked in that expedition, 
Troops were ordered to aſſemble in the north, and 
in the weſt of England : two thouſand men were 
demanded of the States-General : a ſtrong ſquadron 
was equipped to oppoſe the Spaniſh armament ; and 
the Duke of Orleans made a proffer to King George 
of twenty battalions for his ſervice. | 
$ XV. His Majeſty having communicated to 


both Houſes of Parliament, the repeated advices 


he had received touching this projected deſcent, 
they promiſed to ſupport him againſt all his enemies. 
They defired he would augment his forces by ſea and 
land ; and affured him they would make good the 
extraordinary expence. Two thouſand men were 
landed from Holland, and fix battalions of Impen- 


aliſts from the Auſtrian Netherlands. The Duke of 


Ormond failed from Cadiz, and proceeded as far 
as Cape Finiſterre, where his fleet was diſperſed and 
diſabled by a violent ſtorm, which entirely defeated 


the purpoſed expedition. Two frigates, however, 


arrived in Scotland, with the Earls Mariſchal and 
Seaforth, the Marquis of Tullibardine, ſome field- 
officers, three hundred Spaniards, and arms for two 
thouſand men. They were joined by a ſmall body 
of Highlanders, and poſſeſſed themſelves of Donan 
Caſtle. Againſt theſe adventurers General Wight- 


Invernels. 


man. marched with a body of regular troops from 
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Inverneſs, They had taken poſſeſſion of the paſs c HA p. 


at Glenſhiel; but, at the approach of the King's 


forces, retired to the paſs at Strachell, which they 118. 


reſolved to defend. They were attacked and driven 
from one eminence to another till night, when the 
Highlanders diſperſed ; and next day the Spaniards 
ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war. Mariſchal, 
Seaforth, and Tullibardine, with ſome officers, 
retired to one of the weſtern ifles, in order to wait an 

opportunity of being conveyed to the continent. 
XVI. On the laſt day of February the Duke 
of Somerſet repreſented in the Houſe of Lords, that 
the number of Peers being very much increaſed, 
eſpecially, fince the union of the two kingdoms, it 
ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary to take effectual mea- 
ſures for preventing -the inconveniences that might 
attend the creation of a great number of Peers, to 
ſerve a preſent purpoſe : an expedient which had 
been actually taken 1n the late reign. He therefore 
moved that a bill ſhould be brought in, to ſettle and 
limit the Peerage, in ſuch a manner, that the num- 
ber of Engliſh Peers ſhould not be enlarged beyond. 
lix above the preſent number, which, upon failure 
of male iſſue, might be ſupphed by new creations : 
tllat inſtead of the ſixteen elective Peers from Scot- 
land, twenty-five ſhould be made hereditary on the 
part of that kingdom ; and, that this number, upon 
failure of the heirs-male, ſhould be ſupplied from 
the other members of the Scottiſh Peerage. This 
bill was intended as a reſtraint upon the Prince of 
Wales, who happened to be at variance with the pre- 
ſent miniſtry. The motion was ſupported by the 
Duke of Argyle, now Lord-Steward of the Houſe- 
hold, the Earl of Sunderland and Carliſle. It was op- 
* by the Earl of Oxford, who ſaid, that although 
e expected nothing from the Crown, he would never 
dire his vote for lopping off fo valuable a branch of 
the prerogative, which enabled the King to reward 
ment and virtuous actions. The debate was ad: 
3 | | journed 
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BOOK journed to the ſecond day of March, when Earl 
Il. Stanhope delivered a meſſage from the King, inti- 
mating, that as they had under conſideration the 
ſtate of the Britiſh Peerage, * he had ſo much at 
heart the ſettling it upon ſuch a foundation, ag 
might ſecure the freedom and conſtitution of Par- 
haments in all future ages, that he was willing his 
prerogative ſhould not ſtand in the way of fo great 
and neceſſary a work. Another violent debate en- 
ſued between the two factions. The queſtion here, 
as in almoſt every other-diſpute, was not, Whether 
the meaſure propoſed was advantageous to the 
nation ? but, Whether the Tory or the Whig inte- 
reſt ſhould predominate in Parhament ? Earl Cow- 
x affirmed, that the part of the bill relating to the 
cottiſh peerage, was a manifeſt violation of the 
treaty of Union, as well as a flagrant piece of in- 
juſtice, as it would deprive perſons of their right, 
without being heard, and without any pretence or 
forfeiture on their part. He obſerved, that the 
Scottiſh Peers excluded from the number of the 
twenty-five would be in a worſe condition than any 
other ſubjects in the kingdom: for they would be 
neither electing nor elected, neither repreſenting not 
Annals. repreſented. Theſe objections were over- ruled; ſe- 
Lender. veral reſolutions were taken agreeably to the mo- 
Indal. . 
Hiſt: Reg. tion; and the Judges were ordered to prepare and 
Deb. in bring in the bill. This meaſure alarmed the gene. 
N rality of Scottiſh Peers, as well as many Engliſh 
Lives of Commoners, who ſaw in the bill the avenues of dig- 
1 nity and title ſhut up againſt them; and they did not 
fail to exclaim againſt it, as an encroachment upon 
the fundamental maxims of the conſtitution, Trea- 
tiſes were written and publiſhed on both ſides of the 
queſtion : and a national clamour began to ariſe, 
when Earl Stanhope obſerved, in the Houle, that 
as the bill had raiſed ſtrange apprehenſions, he 
| thought it adviſable to poſtpone the further conſi- 


deration of it till a more proper opportunity. 3 


1718. 
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. | 
was accordingly dropped, and the Parliament pro-c HA p. 
rogued on the eighteenth day of April, on which II. ; 
occafion his Majeſty told both Houſes, that the 4 
Spaniſh King had acknowledged the Pretender. '* of 
XVII. The King having 1 Lords- An. 1719. | 
juſtices to rule the kingdom in his abſence, em- 9 Þ 
backed in May for Holland, from whence he pro- 0 
ceeded to Hanover, where he concluded a peace 112851 
with Ulrica, the new Queen of Sweden. By this Ul 1 
treaty Sweden yielded for ever to the Royal and "| 
electoral Houſe of Brunſwick, the duchies of Bremen LE: 
and Verden, with all their dependencies : King Cape 


— 


George obliged himſelf to pay a million of rix- 44 
dollars to tlie Queen of Sweden ; and to renew, as 44-0 
King of Great-Britain and Elector of Hanover, the 50 4 


alliances formerly ſubſiſting between his predeceſſors l 
and that kingdom. He likewiſe mediated a peace | 
between Sweden and his former allies, the Danes, 
the Pruſſians, and the Poles. The Czar, however, 
refuſed to give up his ſchemes off conqueſt. He 
ſent his fleet to the Scheuron, or Batſes of Sweden, 
where his troops landing to the number of fif- Ys 8 
ten thouſand, committed dreadful outrages : but gh INT 
dr John, Norris, who commanded an Engliſh ſqua- 4 
don in thoſe ſeas, having orders to ſupport the 
negociations, and oppoſe any hoſtilities that might tf 
be committed, the Czar, dreading the fate of the le 
Spaniſh navy, thought proper to recall his fleet. In 1 
he Mediterranean, Admiral Byng acted with un- 

reared vigour in aſſiſting the Impenalift to finiſh 

the conqueſt of Sicily. The Court of Vienna had 

wreed to ſend a ſtrong body of forces to finiſh the - 
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eduction of that iſland ; and the command in this 147 
axpedition was beſtowed upon the Count de Merci, 10 1 
"th whom Sir George Byng conferred at Naples. Me 
This Admiral ſupplied them with ammunition and Fara oft 
unllery from the Spaniſh prizes. He took the 1 
ole reinforcement under his convoy, and ſaw them N 
ſlely landed in the bay of Patti, to the number of els {If 
vol. II. Co three | f E. 
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B O © KEthree thouſand five hundred horſe, and ten thouſand 
II. infantry. Count Merci thinking himſelf more than his 

a match for the Spanith forces commanded by the 


_ Marquis de Lede, attacked him in a firong camp rrp 
at Franca-Villa; and was . 25 with the loſs of te 
five thouſand men, himſelf being dangerouſly A 
wounded in the action. Here his army muſt have den 
periſhed for want of proviſion, had they not been ſorti 
ſupplied by the Engliſh navy. | * 
XVIII. Admiral Byng no ſooner learned the Ader 
bad ſucceſs of the attack at Franca-Villa, than he coule 
embarked two battalions from the garriſon of Me. br 
lazzo, and about a thoufand recruits, whom he ſent WM Meg 
under a convoy tlirough the Baro to Scheſo-bay, in They 
order to reinforce the Imperial army. He after- de 


wards aſſiſted at the council of war with the German under 
Generals, who, in conſequence of his advice, under- Wi wheie 
took the ſiege of Meſſina. Then he repaired to Bf come 
Naples, Where he propoſed to Count Gallas, the ern! 
new viceroy, that the troops deſtined for the con- hurref 
queſt of Sardinia ſhould be firſt landed in Sicily, and 
co-operate towards the conqueſt of that iſland. The * 
propoſal was immediately diſpatched to the court of Bi inded 
Views, In the mean time, the Admiral returned E. 
to Sicily, and aſſiſted at the ſiege of Meſſina. The WM tired n 
town ſurrendered : the garriſon retired into the cita- WW his M 
del : and the remains of the Spaniſh navy, which agliſ 
bad eſcaped at Paſſaro, were now defiroyed in the ly. 
Mole. The Emperor approved of the ſcheme pro- Cermat 
poſed by the Engliſh Admiral, to whom he wrote 2 H paniat 
very gracious letter, intimating that he had di- untinu 
patched orders to the Governor of Milan, to detach 
the troops deſigned for Sardinia to Vado, in order Monet 
to be tranſported into Italy. The Admiral charged He M. 
himſelf with the performance of this ſervice. Ha- 
ing furniſhed the aper army before Meffina with 


another ſupply of cannon, powder, and ſhot, upon rents 0 
his own credit, he ſet ſail for Vado, where he ſur- The M: 
N mounted numberleſs difficulties, ſtarted by - - Meratio, 


| 
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louſy of Count Bonneval, who was unwilling to ſeec NA p. F 
his troops, deſtined for Sardinia, now diverted to, II. WR (0 
mother expedition, in which he could not enjoy the 1719. 4% gf 
chief command. At length, Admiral Byng ſaw 
the forces embarked, and convoyed them to Meſſina, 
the citadel of which ſurrendered in a few days after 
their arrival. By this time the Marquis de Lede had 
fortified a ſtrong poſt at Caſtro-Giovanne, in the 
centre of the 1fland : and cantoned his troops about 
Aderno, Palermo, and Catenea. The Imperialiſts 
could not pretend to attack him in this ſituation, 
nor conld they remain in the neighbourhood of 
Meſſina, on account of the ſcarcity of proviſions. 
They would, therefore, have been obliged to quit 
the iſland during the winter, had not the Admiral 
undertaken to tranſport them by ſea to Trapani, 
where they could extend themſelves in a plentiful 
coumtry, He not only executed this enterpriſe ; but 
eren ſupphed them with corn from Tunis, as the 
harveſts of Sicily had been gathered into the Spaniſh 
magazines. It was the ſecond day of March before 
tte laſt embarkation of the Imperial troops were 
landed at Trapani. | 
XIX. The Marquis de Lede immediately re- 
med with his army to Alcano, from whence he ſent 
ths Mareſchal de camp to Count Merci and the 
knglith Admiral, with overtures for evacuating 
adly. . The propoſals were not diſagreeable to the 
Germans; but Sir George Byng declared that the 
WH Pjaniards ſhould not quit the ifland while the war 
ontinued, as he foreſaw that theſe troops would be 
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WW "ployed againſt France or England. He agreed, | 
erer, with Count Merci, in propoſing, that if 103 q 
the Marquis would ſurrender Palermo, and retire i 1 
che middle part of the iſland, they would con- 4 (ff 
0 to an armiſtice for ſix weeks, until the ſenti- ited * 
urs of their different Courts ſhould be known. l 
e Marquis offered to furrender Palermo, in con- ſe ll: 
ration of a ſuſpenſion of arms for three months; 1 
ee 2 but, 10 | 
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B O 0 Kbut, while this negociation was depending, he re. 
II. ceived advice from Madrid, that a general peace 
1719, was concluded. Nevertheleſs, he broke off the 


treaty, in obedience to a ſecret order for that pur- c 
poſe. The King of Spain hoped to obtain the reſii- 61] 
tution of St. Sebaſtian's, Fontarabia, and other of 1 
places taken in the courſe of the war, in exchange * 
for the evacuation of Sicily. Hoſtilities were con- 0 
tinued until the Admiral received advice from the inlo 
Earl of Stair at Paris, that the 3 Ambaſlador at Cor 
the Hague had ſigned the quadruple Alliance. By neg 
the ſame courier packets were delivered to the Count 3 
de Merci and the Marquis de Lede, which laſt gave (eff 
the Admiral and Imperial General to underſtand that * 
he looked upon the peace as a thing concluded; * 
and was ready to treat for a ceſſation of hoſtilities, or” 
They inſiſted on his delivering up Palermo; on near 
the other hand he urged, that as their maſters were Fn 
in treaty, for ſettling the terms of evacuating Sicily ceſſ 
and Sardinia, he did not think himſelf authoriſed to Nul 
agree to a ceſſation, except on condition that each alle 
party ſhould remain on the ground they occupied, pale 
and expect further orders from their principal. * 
After a fruitleſs interview between the three chief 3 
at the Caſſine de Roſſignola, the Imperial Genera geil 
reſolved to undertake the fiege of Palermo: witl ah 
this view he decamped from Alcamo on the eigh-Wl watt 
teenth day of April, and followed the Marquis de ver 
Lede, who retreated before him, and took pol. had 
ſeſſion of the advantageous poſts that commanded mb 
the paſſes into the plain ,of Palermo : but Count * 
Merci, with indefatigable diligence, marched ove! ſhe 
the mountains, while the Admiral coaſted along vidi 
ſhore, attending the motions of the army. Th bark 
Spaniſh General perceiving the Germans advancing fon 
into the plain, retired under the cannon of Palermo the 
and fortified his camp with ſtrong entrenchment. a lit 
On the ſecond day of May the Germans took one 01 Viſc 
the enemy's redoubts by ſurpriſe, and the * {ello 
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de Lede ordered all his forces to be drawn out toCH AP, 

retake this fortification : both armies were on the II. 

point of engaging when a courier arrived in a fe- 1. 

Jucca, with a packet for the Marquis, containing 

full powers to treat and agree about the evacuation 

of the iſland, and the tranſportation of the army to 

Spain. He forthwith drew off his army; and ſent | 

a trumpet to. the General and Admiral, with letters, Tl” 

informing them of the orders he had received, | 

Commiſſioners were appointed on each fide, the 

negociations begun, and the convention ſigned in 

avery few days. The Germans were put in poſ- 

ſeſſion of Palermo, and the Spaniſh army marched 

to Tauromini, from whence they were tranſported to 

Barcelona. ] 
XX. The Admiral continued in the Mediterra- | 

nean until he had ſeen the 1flands of Sicily and Sar- | 

dinia evacuated by the Spaniards, and the mutual IS. 

ceſſions executed between the Emperor and the | 

Duke of Savoy, in conſequence of which, four bat- 


* 
— — — — — — ¶— ——— —— 


talions of Piedmonteſe troops were tranſported from hi 4 | 
Palermo to Sardinia, and took poſſeſſion of Cagliari 1; 4" 
in the name of their maſter. In a word, Admiral ſi 9 4 


Byng bore ſuch a conſiderable ſhare in this war of | 1 
Sicily, that the fate of the iſland depended wholly * 0 

on his courage, vigilance, and conduct. When he 31. 

waited on his Majeſty at Hanover, he met with a 
very gracious reception. The King told him he 
had found out the ſecret of obliging his enemies as 
well as his friends; for the Court of Spain had men- 
tioned him in the moſt honourable terms, with re- 
ſpect to his candid and friendly deportment, in pro- 


1 : 
on 5, one we * "ey 
- > 2 


viding tranſports and other neceſſaries for the em- 10 
barkation of their troops, and in protecting them i | Tt; 
from oppreſſion. He was appointed Treaſurer of its 0 
the Navy, and Rear-Admiral of Great-Britain : in _ 
little time the King ennobled him, by the title of HEH 
| {count Torrington : he was declared a privy-coun- 1 


the 


elloor; and afterwards made Knight of the Bath, at 10 
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T B 0 OK the revival of that order. During theſe occurrence; 
1 II. in the Mediterranean, the Duke of Berwick ad. 
| 1719. Vanced with the French army to the frontiers of 
1 Spain, where he took Fort-Paſſage and deſtroyed 
. ſix ſhips of war that were on the ſtocks : then he 
1 reduced Fontarabia and St. Sebaſtian's, together 
with Port Antonio in the bottom of the bay of 
Biſcay. In this laſt exploit the French were aſſiſted 
by a detachment of Engliſh ſeamen, who burned 
two large ſhips unfimſhed, and a great quantity of 
naval ſtores. The King of England, with a view 
to indemnify himſelf for the expence of the war, 
projected the conqueſt of Corunna in Biſcay, and 
of Peru in South-America. Four thouſand men, 
commanded by Lord Cobham, were embarked at 
the Iſle of Wight, and ſailed on the twenty-firſt day 
of September, under convoy of five ſhips of war, 
conducted by Admiral Mighels. Inſtead of making 
an attempt upon Corunna, they reduced Vigo with 
_ little difficulty ; and Point-a-Vedra ſubmitted 
without reſiſtance: here they found ſome brals 
artillery, ſmall arms, and military ſtores, with which 
they returned to Englmd. In the mean time 
Captain Johnſon, with two Engliſh ſhips of war, de- 
ſtroyed the ſame number of Spaniſh ſhips in the 
port of Ribadeo, to the eaſtward of Cape Ortegas, 
ſo that the naval power of Spain was totally ruined. 
The expedition to the Weſt-Indies was prevented 
by the peace. Spain being oppreſſed on all ſides, 
and utterly exhauſted, Philip ſaw the neceſſity of a 
ſpeedy pacification. He now perceived the mad- 
neſs of Alberoni's ambitious projects. That miniſter 
was perſonally diſagreeable to the Emperor, the 
King of England, and the Regent of France, who 
had declared they would hearken to no propoſals 
while he ſhould continue in office: the Spaniſh 
Monarch, therefore, diveſted him of his employ- 
ment; and ordered him to quit the kingdom mn 


three weeks. The Marquis de Beretti Landi, . 
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niſter from the Court of Madrid at the Hague, c H AP. 


deliyered a plan of pacification to the States: but it 
was: rejected by the Allies; and Philip was obliged 
at laſt to accede to the quadruple alliance. | 
XXI. On the fourteenth day of November, King 
George returned to England, and on the twenty- 
third-opened the ſeſſion of Parliament with a ſpeech 
in which he told them, that all Europe, as well as 
Great-Britain, was on the point of being delivered 
from the calamities of war by the influence of Bri- 
tiſh arms and councils. He exhorted the Commons 
to concert proper means for leſſening the debts of 
the nation ; and concluded with a panegyrick upon 
his own government. It muſt be owned he had acted 
with equal vigour and deliberation in all the troubles 
he had encountered ſince his acceſſion to the throne. 
The addrefles of both houſes were as warm as he 
could defire. They in particular extolled him for 
having interpoſed in behalf of the Proteſtants, of 
Hungary, Poland, and Germany, who had been 
oppreſſed by the practices of the Popiſh Clergy, and 
preſented to him memorials, containing a detail of 
their grievances. He and all the other Proteſtant 
powers warmly interceded in their fayour ; but the 
gnevances were not redrefled. The Peerage-bill 
was now revived by the Duke of Buckingham; and 
i ſpite of all oppoſition, paſſed through the Houſe 
of Lords. It had been projected by Earl Stanhope, 
and eagerly ſupported by the Earl of Sunderland; 
therefore, Mr. Robert Walpole attacked it in the 
Houſe of Commons with extraordinary vehemence. 
Here too it was oppoſed by a conſiderable number of 
Whig members; and, after warm debates, rejected 
by a large majority. The next object that engroſſed 
the attention of the Parliament was a bill for better 
curing the dependency of Ireland upon the Crown 
of Great-Britain. Maurice Anneſley had appealed 
tothe Houſe of Peers in England, from a decree of 
e Houſe of Peers in Ireland, which was —_— 

| I 4 
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1719. 
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BO O K The Britiſh Peers ordered the Barons of the Exche. 


1719. 


_ in Ireland to put Mr. Anneſley in poſſeſſion of 


the lands he had loſt by the decree in that kingdom. 
The Barons obeyed this order; and the Iriſh Houſe 
of Peers paſſed a vote againſt them, as having acted 
in derogation to the King's prerogative in his high 
court of Parliament in Ireland, as alſo of the rights 
and privileges of that Kingdom, and of rhe Parlia- 
ment thereof: they, likewiſe, ordered them to he 
taken into cuſtody of the Uſher of the Black Rod: 
they tranſmitted a long repreſentation to the King, 
demonſtrating their right to the final judicature of 
cauſes: and the Duke of Leeds, in the Upper 
Houſe, urged fifteen reaſons to ſupport the claim 
of the Inſh Peers. Notwithſtanding theſe argu- 
ments, the Houſe of Lords in England reſolved 
that the Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland had 
acted with courage, according to law, in ſupport of 
his Majeſty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the 
Crown of Great-Britain. They addreſſed the King 
to confer on them ſome marks of his royal favour, 
as a recompence for the ill uſage they had undergone. 
Finally, they prepared the bill, by which the Inſh 
Houſe of Lords was deprived of all right to pals 
ſentence, affirm, or reverſe any judgment or decree, 
given or made in any court within that kingdom. 
In the Houſe of Commons it was oppoſed by Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Hungerford, Lords Moleſworth and Tyr. 
connell ; but was carried by the majority, and received 
the Royal atlent. 

XXII. The King having recommended to 
the Commons the conſideration of proper means for 
leſſening the national debt, was a prelude to the 
famous South-Sea act, which became productive 0 
fo much miſchief and infatuation. The ſcheme was 
projected by Sir John Blunt, who had been bred 3 
{crivener, and was poſſeſſed of all the cunning, plau- 
ſibility, and boldneſs requiſite for ſuch an under- 


taking. He communicated his plan to Mr. Aiſlabie, 
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the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as well as to one c HAP. 
of the Secretaries of State. He anſwered all their II. 
objeRions ; and the project was adopted. They 
freſaw their own private advantage in the execu- 
ton of the deſign, which was imparted in the name 
of the South-Sea Company, of which Blunt was a 
lirector, who influenced all their proceedings. The 
netence for the ſcheme was to diſcharge the national 
lebt, by reducing all the funds into one. The Bank 
ud South-Sea Company outbid each other. The 
Suth-Sea Company altered their original plan, and 
offered fuch high terms to Government, that the 
xropoſals of the Bank were rejected; and a bill was 
ordered to be brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
formed on the plan preſented by the South-Sea Com- 
pany. While this affair was in agitation, the ſtock Annals. 
af that company roſe from one hundred and thirty gag. 
w near four hundred, in conſequence of the conduct Tindal. © 
of the Commons, who had rejected a motion for a — 
cauſe in the bill, to fix what ſhare in the capital : 


cals, 


1719. 


proprietors of the annuities who might voluntarily 


ſhould receive in ſubſcribing, at the choice of the 
proprietors. In the Houſe of Lords, the bill was An. 1720, 
opoled by Lord North and Grey, Earl Cowper, 
the Dukes of Wharton, Buckingham, and other 
Peers, they affirmed it was calculated for enrich- 
ng a few and impoveriſhing a great number: that it 
countenanced the fraudulent and pernicious practice 
of ſtock-jobbing, which diverted the genius of the 
people from trade and induſtry : that it would give 
| reigners the opportunity to double and treble the 
aſt ſums they had in the publick funds ; and they 1 
would be tempted to realiſe and withdraw their 5 


capital and immenſe gains to other countries; ſo that þ j 45 
breat-Britain would be drained of all its gold and 0 


llrer; that the artificial and prodigious riſe of the | 
wuth-Sea ſtock was a dangerous bait, which might { 
decoy 


ſtock of the company ſhould be veſted in thoſe 7 25 


ſubſcribe; or how many years purchaſe in money they | | 4 
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5 Oo k decoy many unwary people to their ruin, alluring 
U. them by a falſe proſpect of gain to part with the 
1720. fruits of their induſtry, to purchaſe imaginary riches: 
that the addition of above thirty millions capita 

would give ſuch power to the South-Sea Company, 
as might endanger the hberties of the nation ; for 
by their extenſive intereſt they would be able to in- 
fluence moſt, if not all, the elections of the members; 


and conſequently overtrule the reſolutions of the 


Houſe of Commons. Earl Cowper urged, that in 
all publick .bargains the individuals of the admi- 
niſtration ought to take care, that they ſhall be more 
advantageous to: the ſtate than to private perſons; 
but that a contrary method had been followed in the 
contract made with the South-Sea Company; for, 
ſhould the ſtocks be kept at the advanced price to 
which they had been raiſed by the oblique arts of 


ſtock- jobbing, either that company or its principal 


members would gain above thirty millions, of which 
no more than one fourth part would be given 
towards the diſcharge of the. national debts. He 
apprekended that the re-purchaſe of annuities would 
meet with inſuperable difficulties ; and, in ſuch caſe, 
none but a few perſons who were in the ſecret, who 
had bought ſtocks at a low rate, and afterwards fold 


them at a high price, would 


in the end be gainers 


by the project. The Earl of Sunderland anfwered 
theiz objections. He declared that thoſe who coun- 


tenanced the ſcheme of the 


South-Sea Company, 


had nothing in view but the advantage of, the nation. 
He owned that the managers far that company had 
undoubtedly a proſpect of private gain, either to 
themſelves or to their corporation; but, he faid, 
vrhen the ſcheme was accepted, neither the one not 
the other could foreſee that the ſtocks would have 
riſen to ſuch a height: that if they had continued a 
they were, the publick would have had the far greater 
thare of the advantage” accruing from the ſcheme 3 


and ſhould they be kept up to 
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it was but reaſonable that the South-Sea Compan 
{ould enjoy the profits procured to it by the wiſe 
management and. induſtry of the directors, which 
would enable 1t to make large dividends, and there- 
by accompliſh the purpoſe of the ſcheme, The bill 
paſſed without amendment or diviſion ; and, on the 
lerenth day of April received the Royal aſſent. By 
this act the South-Sea Company was authoriſed to 
take in, by purchaſe or ſubſcription, the irredeemable 
debts of the nation, ſtated at ſixteen millions five 
hundred forty-fix thouſand four hundred eighty-two 
pounds, ſeyen:ſhillings, one penny farthing, at ſuch 
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1720. 


times as they ſhould find convenient before the firſt 


day of March of the enſuing year, and without any 
compulſion on any of the proprietors, at ſuch rates 
and prices as ſhould be agreed upon between the 
company and the reſpective proprietors. They were 
likewiſe authoriſed to take in all the redeemable 
debts, amounting to the ſame ſum as that of the ir- 
rdeemables, either by purchaſe, by taking ſubſcrip- 
tions, or by paying off the creditors. For the liberty 
of taking in the national debts, and increaſing their 
apital ſtock accordingly, the company conſented 
tat their preſent, and to be increated annuity, 
ſhould be continued at five per cent. till Midſum- 
mer, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
twenty-ſeven ; from thence to be reduced to four 
per cent, and be redeemable by Parliament. In con- 
lderation of this, and other advantages expreſſed in 
the act, the company declared themſelves willing 
o make ſuch payments into the receipt of the Ex- 
chequer as were ſpecified for the uſe of the publick, 
o be applied to the diſcharge of the publick debts 
curred before Chriſtmas, in the year one thouſand 
een hundred and ſixteen. The ſums they were 
abliged to pay for the liberty of taking in the 
redeemable debts, four years and a half's purchaſe 
for all long and ſhort annuities that ſhould be 
ubſcribed, and one year's purchaſe for ſuch long 

annuities 


— — — _ — 


B © o Kannuities as ſhould not be ſubſcribed, amounted on 
II. the execution of the act to about ſeven millions, 
1920, For enabling the company to raiſe this ſum, they 
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were empowered to make calls for money from 
their members; to open books of ſubſcription ; to 
grant annuities redeemable by the company ; to bor- 
row money upon any contract or bill under their com- 
mon ſeal, or on the credit of their capital ſtock; 
to convert the money demanded of their members 
into additional ſtock, without, however, making any 
addition to the company's annuities, payable out of 
the publick duties. It was enacted, that out of the 
firſt monies ariſing from the ſums paid by the com- 
pany into the Exchequer, ſuch publick debts, carry- 
ing intereſt at five per cent. incurred before the 
twenty-fifth day of December, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fixteen, founded upon any 
former act of Parliament, as were now redeemable, 
or might be redeemed by the twenty-fifth day of 
December, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and twenty-two, ſhould be diſcharged in the firſt 
place: that then all the remainder ſhould be applied 
towards paying off ſo much of the capital ſtock of 
the company as ſhould then carry an intereſt of 
tive per cent. It was likewiſe provided, that after 
Midſummer, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty-ſeven, the company ſhould not be 
paid off in any ſums being leſs than one million at a 
ume. 

XXIII. The heads of the Royal-Aſſurance and 
London-Aſſurance companies, underſtanding that 
the civil-liſt was conſiderably in arrears, offered to 
the miniſtry fix hundred thouſand pounds toward: 
the diſcharge of that debt, on condition of thei 
obtaining the King's charter, with a parhamentary 
ſanction, for the eſtabliſhment of their reſpective 
companies. The propoſal was embraced ; and the 
King communicated it in a meſſage to the Houle of 


Commons, defiring their concurrence. A bil 5 
| imme 
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immediately paſſed, enabling his Majeſty to grantCH AP. 1 
letters of incorporation to the two companies. It , 7 
ſoon obtained the Royal aſſent: and, on the eleventh 1526. 2000 
day of June, an end was put to the ſeſſion. This . 
was the age of intereſted projects, inſpired by a | 
renal ſpirit of adventure, the natural conſequence of 
that avarice, fraud, and profligacy, which the 
monied corporations had introduced. This of all 
others is the moſt unfavourable ra for an hiſtorian. 
A reader of ſentiment and imagination cannot be | 
entertained or interefted by a dry detail of ſuch 
tranſactions as admit of no warmth, no colouring, 
no embelliſhment, a detail which ſerves only to 
exhibit an inanimate picture of taſteleſs vice and 
mean degeneracy. | 

3 By this time an alliance offenſive and 
defenſive was concluded at Stockholm between King 
George and the Queen of Sweden, by which his 
Majeſty engaged to ſend a fleet into the Baltick, to act 
againſt the Czar of Muſcovy in caſe that Monarch 
ſhould reject reaſonahle propoſals of peace. Peter 
loudly complained of- the inſolent interpoſition of 
King George, alledging that he had failed in his 
engagements, both as Elector of Hanover and King 
ot Great-Britain. His refident at London pre- 
lented a long memorial on this ſubject, which was 
anſwered by the Britiſh and Hanoverian miniſtry. 
Theſe recriminations ſerved only to inflame the dif- 
ference. The Czar continued to proſecute the war, 
and at length concluded a peace without a mediator. 63 0 
At the inſtances, however, of King George and the 1 {| 
Regent of France, a treaty of peace was ſigned be- Ws. 
tween the Queen of Sweden and the King of Pruſſia, 13 65 
to whom that Princeſs ceded the city of Stetin, the 10 
diſtrict between the rivers Oder us Pehnne, with 114 


the iſles of Wollin and Uſedom. On the other hand, 1400 
he engaged to join the King of Great-Britain in his i #7100 
endeayours to effect a peace between Sweden and 11 
amark, on condition that the Daniſh King ſhould 1 

1 reſtore ei 

| e 
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B OO Kreftore to Queen Ulrica that part of Pomerania which 
II. he had ſeized; he likewiſe promiſed to pay to that 
1720. Queen two millions of rix-dollars, in conſideration of 


Sweden and Denmark was ſigned at Frederickſtadt 
in the month of June, through the mediation of the 
King of Great-Britain, who became guarantee for the 
Dane's keeping poſſeſſion of Sleſwick. He conſented, 
however, to reſtore the Upper Pomerama, the ifle of 
Rugen, the city of Wiſmar, and whatever he had 
taken from Sweden during the war, in conſideration 
of Sweden's renouncing the exemption from toll in 
the Sound, and the two Belts : and paying to Den- 
mark fix hundred thouſand rix-dollars. 

XXV. Sir John Norris had again failea to the 
Baltick with a ſtrong ſquadron, to give weight to the 
King's mediation. When he arrved at Copenhagen 
he wrote a letter to Prince Dolgorouki, the Czar's 
Ambaſſador at the Court of Denmark, fignifying 
that he and the King's envoy at Stockholm were 
veſted with full powers to act jointly or ſeparately in 
quality of plenipotentiaries, in order to effect a peace 
between Sweden and Muſcovy, in the way of medi- 
tion. The Prince anſwered that the Czar had 
nothing more at heart than peace and tranquillity ; 
and in cafe his Britannick Majeſty had any propoſals 
to make to that, Prince, he hoped the Admiral would 
excuſe him from receiving them, as they might be 
delivered in a much more compendious way. The 
Engliſh fleet immediately joined that of Sweden as 
auxiliaries; but they had no opportunity of acting 
againſt the Ruſſian ſquadron, which ſecured itſelf in 
Revel. Ulrica, Oueen of Sweden, and ſiſter to 
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Charles XII. had married the Prince, of Heſſe, and 
was extremely deſirous that he ſhould be joined 
with her in the adminiſtration of the regal power. 
She wrote a ſeparate letter to each of the Four States, 
deſiring they would confer on him the ſovereignty; 


and after ſome oppoſition from the nobles, he was 
1 6 | actually 


the ceſſions ſhe had made. The treaty between | 
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actually elected King of Sweden. He ſent one ofe HAP. 
his general officers to notify his elevation to the Czar, II. 
who congratulated him upon his acceſſion to the 
throne: this was the beginning of a negociation which 
ended in peace, and eſtabliſhed the tranquillity of the 
North. In the midſt of theſe tranſactions, King 
George ſet out from England for his Hanoverian do- | 
minions ; but, before he departed from Great-Britain, | 
he was reconciled to the Prince of Wales, through | bl 
the endeavours of the Duke of Devonſhire and Mr. 
Walpole, who, with Earl Cowper, Lord Townthend, 
Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Pulteney, were received into 
favour, and re-united with the miniſtry. The Earls 
of Dorſet and Bridgewater were promoted to the title 
of Dukes : Lord Viſcount Caſtleton was made an 
Fart; Hugh Boſcawen was created a. Baron, and 
Vifount Falmouth ; and John Wallop, Baron, and 
Viſcount Lymington. | 
FXXVI. While the King was involved at Han- 
orer in a labyrinth of negociations, the South-Sea 
ſcheme produced a kind of national delinum in his 
Engliſh dominions. Blunt, the projector, had taken 
the hint of his plan from the famous Miſſiſſippi 
ſcheme formed by Law, which in the preceding 
fear had raiſed ſuch a ferment in France, and en- 
mcd ruin upon many thouſand families of that M1 
kingdom. In the ſcheme of Law, there was ſome- | TIP 
tung ſubſtantial. An excluſive trade to Louiſiana "+10 
promiſed ſome advantage; though the defign was 11 
lefeated by the frantick eagerneſs of the people. 1 
Lay himſelf became the dupe of the Regent, who 
transferred the burthen of fifteen hundred millions 


1720. 


— 


* ” — 3. 2. * * . 
— >» * - WE... - 
— . A — — . - — — 5 — — — * = 
- - = 
= 4 — 


1 
1 
2 —ͤ 
— — 8 . 4, 
- -- 6 a" 
* of 4 - 
= 2 
= 


af the King's debts to the ſhoulders of the ſubjects : 0 
nile the projector was facrificed as the ſcape-goat N 
the political iniquity. The South-Sea ſcheme pro- 1 
med no commercial advantage of any conſequence. N 
Itwas buoyed up by nothing but the folly and rapa- 1 
doufneſs of individuals, which became ſo blind and Lal 4 A 
XMavagant, that Blunt, with moderate talents, was | F [4 
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B O © Kable to impoſe upon the whole nation, and make 


II. 


tools of the other directors, to ſerve his own pur- 


—> poſes, and thoſe of a few aſſociates. When this 


1720. 


projector found that the South- Sea ſtock did not riſe 

according to his expectation upon the bill's being 
paſſed, he circulated a report, that Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon would be exchanged for ſome places in 
Peru; by which means the Engliſh trade to the 
South-Sea would be protected and enlarged. This 
rumour, diffuſed by his emiſſaries, acted like a con- 
tagion. In five days the directors opened their 
books for a ſubſcription of one million, at the rate 
of three hundred pounds for every hundred pounds 
capital. Perſons of all ranks crowded to the houſe 
in ſuch a manner, that the firſt ſubſcription exceeded 
two millions of original ſtock. In a few days this 
ſtock advanced to three hundred and forty pounds; 
and the ſubſcriptions were ſold for double the price 
of the firſt payment. Without entering into a detail 
of the proceedings, or explaining the ſcandalous ans 
that were practiſed to enhance the value of the ſtock, 
ard decoy the unwary, we thall only obſerve, that 
by the promiſe of prodigious dividends, and other 
infamous arts, the ſtock was raiſed to one thouſand; 
and the whole nation infected with the ſpirit of 
ſtock-jobbing to an aſtoniſhing degree. All di- 
tinction of party, religion, ſex, character, and t- 
cumſtances, were ſwallowed up in this univerſal con- 
cern, or in ſome ſuch pecuniary project. Exchange: 
Alley was filled with a ſtrange concourſe of ſtate 
men and clergymen, churchmen, and diſſentem, 
Whigs and Tories, phyſicians, lawyers, tradeſmen, 
and even with multitudes of females. All other 


profeſſions and employments were utterly neglecded: 


and the people's attention wholly engroſſed by this 
and other ae ſchemes, which were knowl 
by the denomination of bubbles. New companis 
ſtarted up every day under the countenance of the 
prime nobility. The Prince of Wales was cope 
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Dake of Chandos appeared at the head of the 


Mater formed a third, for building houſes in London 
and Weſtminſter. About an hundred ſuch ſchemes 
ee projected and put in execution, to the ruin of 
Emny thouſands. The ſums propoſed to be raiſed 
Why theſe expedients amounted to three hundred 
ions ſterling, which exceeded the value of all 
he lands in England. The nation was ſo intoxi- 
Pated with the ſpirit of adventure, that people be- 
me a prey to the groſſeſt deluſion. An obſcure 
© projector, 1 to have formed a very advan- 
Neous ſcheme, which, however, he did not ex- 
n, pubhſhed propoſals for a ſubſcription, in 
Eviuch he promiſed, that in one month the particulars 
his project ſhould be diſcloſed. In the mean 
mime he declared that every perſon paying two 
| —_ ſhould be entitled to a ſubſcription for one 
Emndred pounds, which would produce that ſum 
ey. In one forenoon this adventurer received 
thouſand of theſe ſubſcriptions ; and in the even- 
ſet out for another kingdom. The King, be- 
dis departure, had iflued a proclamation againſt 
| Ihele unlawful projects; the Lords- Juſtices afterwards 
plmifſed all the petitions that had been. preſented 
War charters and patents; and the Prince of Wales 
Wnounced the company of which he had been 
peed Governor. The South-Sea ſcheme raiſed 


] ich a flood of eager avidity and extravagant hope, 


che majority of the directors were ſwept along 
Ait, even contrary to their own ſenſe and incli- 
on; but Blunt and his accomplices ſtill directed 
be ſtream 2 

P 


ſtream. | 
A XXVII. The infatuation prevailed till the 
ach day of September, when the Stock began to 
l. Then did ſome of the adventurers awake from 
ſider delirium. The number of the ſeilers daily in- 
ed. On the twenty-ninth day of the month, 
Vor. u. > the 
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ted Governor of the Welch copper company: the c H ap. 
If, 


EYork-buildings company,: the Duke of Bridge- 1510. 
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B © © x the ſtock had ſunk to one hundred and fifty: ſeveral 
eminent goldſmiths and bankers, who had lent great 
1720, Jums upon it, were obliged to ſtop payment, and 

abſcond. The ebb of this portentous tide was fo 
violent, that it bore' down every thing in its way ; 
and an infinite number of families were overwhelmed 
with ruin. Publick credit ſuſtained a terrible ſhock : 
the nation was thrown into a dangerous ferment ; 
and nothing was heard but the ravings of grief, 
diſappointment, and deſpair. Some principal mem- 
bers of the miniſtry were deeply concerned in theſe 
fraudulent tranſactions: when they ſaw the price of 
ſtock ſinking daily, they 1 all their influence 
with the Bank to- ſupport the credit of the South- 
Sea company. That corporation agreed, though 
with reluctance, to ſubſcribe into the ſtock of the 
South-Sea company, valued at four hundred per 
cent. three millions five hundred thouſand pounds, 
which the company was to repay to the Bank on 
Lady-day and Michaelmas of the enſuing year, 
This tranſaction was managed by Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole, who, with his own hand, wrote the minute 
of agreement, afterwards known by the name of the 
Bank Contract. Books were opened at the Bank, 
to take in a ſubſcription for the ſupport of publick 
credit : and confiderable ſums of money were brought 
in. By this expedient the ſtock was raiſed at firſt, 
and thoſe who contrived it ſeized the opportunity 
to realize. But the bankruptcy of goldſmiths and 
the ſword-blade company, from the fall of South- 
Sea ſiock, occaſioned ſuch a run upon the Bank, 
that the money was paid away faſter than it could 
be received from the ſubſcription. Then the South- 
Sea ſtock ſunk again; and the directors of the Bank, 
finding themſelves in danger of being involved 1n 
that company's ruin, renounced the agreement, 
which, indeed, they were under no obligation to 
perform, for it was drawn up in ſuch a manner, 25 


to be no more than the rough draft of a ſubequent 
| | agreement, 
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of obligation. All expedients having failed, and 


303 


eement, without due form, penalty, or clauſe c HAP. 


II. 


the clamours of the people daily increaſing, expreſſes 1510. 


were diſpatched to Hanover, repreſenting the ſtate 
of the nation, and preſſing the King to return. He 
accordingly ſhortened his intended ſtay in Germany, 
and arrived in England on the eleventh day of No- 
vember. 

XXIII. The Parliament being aſſembled on 
the eighth day of December, his Majeſty expreſſed 
his concern for the unhappy turn of affairs, which 
had ſo deeply affected the publick credit at home: 
he earneſtly deſired the Commons to conſider of the 
moſt effectual and ſpeedy methods to reſtore the 
national credit, and fix it upon a laſting eſtabliſh- 
ment. The Lower Houſe was too much intereſted 
in the calamity, to poſtpone the conſideration of that 
ſubject. The members ſeemed to lay aſide all party 
tiſtinctions, and vie with each other in promoting 
n inquiry, by which juſtice might be done to the 
injured nation. They ordered the directors to pro- 
duce an account of all their proceedings. Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll moved, that a ſelect committee might be ap- 
pointed, to examine the particulars of this tranſ- 
action. Mr. Walpole, now paymaſter of the forces, 
obſerved, that ſuch a method would protract the 
inquiry, while the publick credit lay in a bleeding 
condition. He told the Houſe he had formed a 
ſcheme for reſtoring publick credit ; but, before he 
would communicate this plan, deſired to know, 
nhether the ſubſcriptions of publick debts and incum- 
rances, money-ſubſcriptions and other contracts 
made with the South-Sea company, ſhould remain 
mn the preſent ſtate. After a warm debate, the 
queſtion was carried in the affirmative, with this 
aldition, « Unleſs altered for the eaſe and relief of 
the proprietors, by a general court of the South- 
© Xa company, or {et aſide in due courſe of law.” 
Next day Walpole produced bis ſcheme, ta engraft 
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BOO ale millions of South-Sea ſtock into the Bank of 


II. 


England, and the like ſum into the Eaſt-India com- 


1710. Pany, on certain conditions. The Houſe voted, 


- that propoſals ſhould be received from the Bank, 


and thoſe two companies, on this ſubject. Theſe 
being delivered, the Commons reſolved, that an 
engroſſment of nine millions of the capital ſtock of 
the South-Sea company, into the capital ſtock of 
the Bank and Eaſt-India company, as propoſed by 


theſe companies, would contribute very much to 


the reſtoring publick credit. A bill upon this reſolu- 
tion was brought in, paſſed — both Houſes, 
and received the Royal aſſent. Another bill was 
enacted into a law, for reſtraining the Sub-governor, 
Deputy-governor, Directors, Treaſurer, Under- 
treaſurer, Caſhier, Secretary, and Accomptants, of 
the South-Sea Company, from quitting the king- 


dom, till the end of the next ſeſſion of Parliament; 


and for diſcovering their eſtates and effects, ſo as to 
prevent them from being tranſported or alienated. 
A committee of ſecreſy was choſen by ballot, to exa- 
mine all the books, papers, and proceedings, relating 
to the execution of the South-Sea act. 
XXX. The Lords were not leſs eager than the 
Commons to proſecute this inquiry, though divers 
members in both Houſes were deeply involved in 
the guilt and infamy of the tranſaction. Earl Stan- 
hope ſaid the eſtates of the criminals, whether di- 
rectors or not directors, ought to be confiſcated, to 
repair the publick loſſes. He was ſeconded by Lord 
Carteret, and even by the Earl of Sunderland. The 
Duke of Wharton declared he would give up the 
beſt friend he had, ſhould he be found guilty. He 
obſerved, that the nation had been plundered in à 
moſt flagrant and notorious manner; therefore, they 
ought to find out and puniſh the offenders ſeverely, 
without reſpect of perſons. The tub and deputy- 
1 the Directors and Officers of the South- 
ea company, were examined at the bar of the 


Houſe. Then a bill was brought in, diſabling 


them 
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them to enjoy any office in that company, or in the c H APP. 
Eaſt-India company, or in the Bank of England. 
Three brokers were likewiſe examined, and made 
great diſcoveries. Knight, the treaſurer of the South- 
dea company, who had been entruſted with the 
ſecrets of the whole affair, thought proper to with- 
draw himſelf from the kingdom. A proclamation 
was iſſued to apprehend him; and another for pre- 
renting any of the directors from eſcaping out of 
the kingdom. At this period, the ſecret commit- 
tee informed the Houſe of Commons, that they had 


II. 
— ad 
1720. 
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#3 
already diſcovered a train of the deepeſt villany and $3: 
fraud that hell ever contrived - to ruin a nation, 4 i 
which in due time they would lay before the Houſe : 1 bb 
in the mean while, they thought it highly neceſſary If i 
to ſecure the perſons of ſome of the directors and 14 
principal officers of the South-Sea company, as well 0 


4s to ſeize their papers. An order was made to 
ſecure the books and papers of Knight, Surman, and 
Turner. The perſons of Sir George Caſwell, Sir 
John Blunt, Sir John Lambert, Sir John Fellows, 
and Mr. Grigſby, were taken into cuſtody. Sir 
Theodore Janſſen, Mr. Sawbridge, Sir Robert Chap- 


2 — "4 _ = 


* WY lain, and Mr. Eyles were expelled the Houſe, and 
"WH ipprebended. Mr. Aiſlabie reſigned his employ- 
" Wh ents of Chancellor of the Exchequer and Lord of 
de Treaſury ; and orders were given to remove all 
1 directors of the South-Sea company from the places 
: they poſſeſſed under the government. | 


XXX. The Lords, in the courſe of their exa- 
mination, diſcovered that large portions of South- 
*a ſtock had been given to ſeveral perſons in the 
adminiſtration and Houſe of Commons, for pro- 

moting the paſſing of the South-Sea act. The 
Houſe immediately reſolved, that this practice was 
{ notorious and - moſt dangerous ſpecies of corrup- 
non: that the directors of the South-Sea company 
Wing ordered great quantities of their ſtock to be 
bought tor the ſervice of the company, when it was 
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BOOK at a very high price, and on pretence of keeping 


up the price of fiock; and at the ſame time ſeveral 


1720, Of the directors, and other officers belonging to 


the company, having, in a clandeſtine manner, ſold 
their own ſtock to the company, ſuch directors 'and 
officers were guilty of a notorious fraud and breach 
of truſt, and their ſo doing was one great cauſe of 
the unhappy turn of affairs, that had ſo much af- 
fected publick credit, Many other reſolutions were 
taken againſt that infamous confederacy, in which, 
however, the innocent were confounded with the 
guilty. Sir John Blunt refuſing to anſwer certain 
interrogations, a violent debate aroſe about the 
manner in which he ſhould be treated. The Duke 
of Wharton obſerved, that the government of the 
beſt Princes was ſometimes rendered intolerable to 
their ſubjects by bad miniſters : he mentioned the 
example of Sejanus, who had made a diviſion in 
the Imperial family, and rendered the reign of Clau- 
dius, hateful to the Romans. Earl Stanhope con- 
ceiving this reflection was aimed at him, was ſeized 
with a tranſport of anger. He undertook to vindi- 
cate the miniſtry ; and ſpoke with ſuch vehemence 
as produced a violent head-ach, which obliged him 
to retire, He underwent proper evacuations, and 
ſeemed to recover: but next day, in the evening, 
became lethargick, and being ſeized with a ſuffoca- 
tion, inſtantly expired. The King __ regretted 
the death of this favourite miniſter, which was the 
more unfortunate, as it happened at ſuch a critical 
conjungture ; and he appointed Lord Townſhend to 
fill his place of ſecretary. Earl Stanhope was fur- 
vived but a few days by the other Secretary, Mr. 
Craggs, who died of the ſmall-pox on the ſixteenth 
day of February. Knight, the caſhier of the South- 
Sea company, being, ſeized at Tirlemont, by the 
vigilance of Mr. Gandot, ſecretary to Mr. Leathes, 
the Britiſh reſident at Bruſſels, was confined in the 
citadel of Antwerp. Application was made mo 
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Court of Vienna, that he ſhould be delivered toc HAP. | 
hoch perſons as might be appointed to receive bim: II, 17 
but he had found means to intereſt the States of 1720. 1 
Brabant in his behalf. They inſiſted upon their pri- þ «ft 
lege granted by charter, that no perſon appre- | 
tended for any crime in Brabant ſhould be tried in | 
any other country. The Houſe of Commons ex- Lavell 
refſed their indignation at this frivolous pretence : 9 6 * 
inſtances were renewed to the Emperor: and in the b 
nean time Knight eſcaped from the citadel of Ant- 4 | 
verp. | 
CXXXI. The committee of ſecrecy feund, that, 
before any ſubſcription could be made, a fictitious 
ſock of five hundred and ſeventy-four thouſand 
pounds had been diſpoſed of by the directors, to 
facilitate the paſſing the bill. Great part of this was 175 
diſtributed among the Earl of Sunderland, Mr. „ 
Cages; ſenior, the Ducheſs of Kendal, the Coun- 480 
tes of Platen and her two nieces, Mr. Secreta 
Cnggs, and Mr. Aiflabie, Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. In conſequence of the committee's _ 
the Houſe came to ſeveral ſevere, though juſt, reſolu- 
tons againſt the directors and officers of the South- 
dea company ; and a bill was prepared for the relief 
af the unhappy ſufferers. Mr. Stanhope, one of 
the Secretaries of the Treaſury, charged in the re- 
port with having large quantities of ſtock and ſub- 
criptions, deſired that he might have an opportunity 
o clear himſelf. His requeſt was granted; and the 
Mar being diſcuſſed, he was cleared by a majority 
of three voices. Fifty thouſand pounds in ſtock 
had been taken by Knight for the uſe of the Earl of 
Sunderland. Great part of the Houſe entered 
agerly into this inquiry; and a violent diſpute 
ſued. The whole ſtrength of the miniſtry was 
muſtered in his defence. The majority declared 
m innocent : the nation in general was of another 
mon, He reſigned his place of firſt commiſſioner . 
A the Treaſury,” which was beſtowed _ — 5 
obert 
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B O O K Robert Walpole ; but he ſtill retained the confidence 
II. of his maſter. With reſpe&t to Mr. Aiſlabie, the 
1720. evidence appeared ſo ſtrong againſt him, that the 
Commons reſolved, he had promoted the deſtruc. 

tive execution of the South-Sea ſcheme, with 2 

view to his own exorbitant profit, and combined 

with the directors in their pernicious practices, to 

the ruin of publick credit. He was expelled the 
Houſe, and committed to the Tower. Mr. Craggs, 

ſenior, died of the lethargy, before he underwent the 


cenſure of the Houſe. Nevertheleſs, they reſolved | 


that he was a notorious accomplice with Robert 

Knight, and ſome of the directors, in carrying on 

their ſcandalous practices ; and therefore, that all 

the eſtate of which he was poſſeſſed, from the firſt 

day of December in the preceding year, ſhould be 

applied towards the relief of the unhappy tufferers 

' Oldmiz0"-in the South-Sea company. The directors, in obe- 

Hift. Reg. dience to the orders of the Houſe, delivered in inven- 

Polit. Statetories of their eſtates, which were confiſcated by act 

1 of Parliament, towards making good the damages 

Tindal. ſuſtained by the company, after a certain allowance 

was deducted for each, according to his conduct and 
circumſtances. 5 

An. 1721. XXXII. The delinquents being thus puniſhed 

by the forfeiture of their fortunes, the Houſe con- 

verted their attention to means for repairing the 

miſchiefs which the ſcheme had produced. This 

was a very difficult taſk, on account of the con- 

tending intereſts of thoſe engaged in the South-Sea 

company, which rendered it impoſſible to relieve 

ſome but at the expence of others. Several whole- 

ſome reſolutions were taken, and preſented with an 

addreſs to the King, explaining the motives of their 

proceedings. On the twenty-ninth day of July, 

the Parliament was prorogued for two days only. 

Then his Majeſty going to the Houfe of Peers, 

declared that he had called them together again ſo 


ſuddenly, that they might reſume the conlideraton 
. 0 
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of the ſtate of publick credit. The Commons im- HAP. 
nediately prepared a bill upon the reſolutions they, II. 
had taken. The whole capital ſtock, at the end n. 
of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty, 
mounted to about thirty-ſeven millions eight hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. The ſtock allotted to all 
the proprietors did not exceed twenty-four millions 7 
fre hundred thouſand pounds: the remaining capi- 175 
tal ſtock belonged to the company in their corpo- Wl 
rate capacity. It was the profit ariſing from the 7 
execution of the South-Sea ſcheme ; and out of this i „ 
the bill enacted, that ſeven millions ſhould be paid 
to the publick. The preſent act likewiſe directed 
ſereral additions to be made to the ſtock of the pro- 
prietors, out of that poſſeſſed by the company in 
their own right : 1t made a particular diſtribution of 
ſock, amounting to two millions two hundred thou- 
land pounds : and upon remitting five millions of | 
the ſeven to-be paid to the publick, annihilated two 4 
millions of their capital. It was enacted, that, after It ji 
theſe diſtributions, the remaining capital ſtock 
ſhould be divided among all the proprietors. This 
diridend amounted to thirty-three pounds ſix ſhil- 
ings and eight-pence per cent. and deprived the 
company of eight millions nine hundred thouſand 
pounds, They had lent above eleven millions on 
lock unredeemed; of which the Parliament diſ- 
charged all the debtors, upon their paying ten per 
cent. Upon this article the company's loſs exceeded 
ix millions nine hundred thouſand pounds; for 
many debtors refuſed to make any payment. The 
Mmoprietors of the ſtock loudly complained of their 
being deprived of two millions; and the Parliament, 
u the ſequel, revived that ſum which had been an- 
uhilated. While this affair was in agitation, peti- 
tons from counties, cities, and boroughs, in all 
parts of the kingdom, were preſented to the Houſe, 
Cying for juſtice againſt the villany of the direc- 
uus. Pamphlets and papers were daily publiſhed 
on 
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' B00Koen the fame ſubject; ſo that the whole nation wi 
Il. exaſperated to the higheſt pitch of reſentment. 
i. Nevertheleſs, by the wiſe and vigorous reſolution; 
of the Parliament, the South-Sea company wi 

ſoon in a condition to fulfil their engagements with (1. 

the publick : the ferment of the people ſubſided; \ 

and the credit of the nation was reſtored. 


= | CHAP, 


ien 1 


CHAP. II. 


J. Bill againſt atheiſm and immiorality poſtponed, 
( II. Selſion cloſed. III. Alliance between Great- 
Britain, France, and Spain. I IV. Plague at 
Marſeilles. & V. Debates in the Houſe of Lords 


me Lords touching the war with Spain. S VII. 
Petition of the Quakers. The Parliament diſſolved. 
VIII. Rumours of a conſpirrcy. The Biſhop of 
Rockefter is committed to the Tower. N IX. New 
Parliament. & X. Declaration of the Pretender. 
XI. Report of the Secret Commuttee. & XII. Bill 
of pains and penalties againſt the Biſhop of Rocheſter. 

XIII. Who is deprived, and driven into perpetual 
exile. XIV. Proceedings againſt thoſe concerned 


about Mr. Law the projeclor. & VI. Sentiments of 
er 


in the lottery at Harburgh. XV. Mairs of the 


continent, XVI. Clamour in Ireland on account 
of Wood's coinage. & XVII. Death of the Duke 
of Orleans. XVIII. An ad for leſſening the pub- 
lick debts. XIX. * King of Spain, abdi- 
cates the throne. XX. Abu es in cliancery. 
XXI. Trial of the Earl of Macclesfield. \ XXII. 
Debates about the Debts of the civil lift. & XXIII. 
A bill in favour of the late Lord Bolingbroke. 
XXIV. Treaty of alliance between the Courts of 
Vienna and Madrid. & XXV. Treaty of Hanover. 
\ XXVI. Approved in Parliament. XXVII. 
Riots in Scotland on account of the malt-tax. 


\ XXVIII. A /mall ſquadron ſent to the Baltict. 


XXX. Admiral Hojier's _— to the Weſt- 


Indies. \ XXX. Diſgrace of the Duke de Ripperda. 
\XXXI. Subpance of the King's ſpeech to Parlia- 
ment, \ XXXII. Debate in the Houſe of Lords 
upon the approaching rupture with the Emperor and 
Spain. XXXIII. Memorial of Mr. Palms, the 
Inperial Rejident at London. & XXXIV. Con- 


ventions 
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ventions with Sweden and Heſſe-Caſſel. \ XXX. 
Vote of Credit. & XXXVI. Siege of Gibraltar by 
the Spamards. N XXXVII. e of peace, 
XXVII. Death and character of George l. 
King of Great-Britain. | 


Book $1. DRIN G the infatuation produced by thi 


— 4 


infamous ſcheme, luxury, vice, and pro- 


1721. fligacy, increaſed to a ſhocking degree of extrars 


gance. . The adventurers, intoxicated by their 
imaginary. wealth, pampered themſelves with the 
rareſt dainties, and the moſt expenſive wines that 
could be imported: they purchaſed the moſt ſump- 
tuous furniture, equipage, and apparel, though 
without taſte or diſcernment : they indulged their 
criminal paſſions to the moſt ſcandalous excels: their 
diſcourſe was the language of pride, inſolence, and 
the moſt ridiculous oftentation : they affected to 
ſcoff at religion and morality, and even to ſet 
heaven at defiance, The Earl of Nottingham com- 
plained in the Houſe of Lords of the growth of 
atheiſm, profaneneſs, and immorality ; and a bill was 
brought 1n for ſuppreſſing blaſphemy and profane- 
neſs. It contained ſeveral articles ſeemingly calculated 
to reſtrain the liberty granted to nonconformiſts by 
the laws of the laſt ſeſſion: for that reaſon it met 
with violent oppoſition. It was ſupported by the 
Archbithop of Canterbury, the Earl of Nottingham, 
Lords Bathurſt and Trevor, the Biſhops of London, 
Wincheſter, and Litchfield and Coventry. One ot 


theſe ſaid, he verily believed the preſent calamity 


occaſioned by the South-Sea project was a judgment 
of Gop on the blaſphemy and profaneneſs of the 
nation. Lord Onſlow replied, © That noble Peer 
« muſt then be a great finner, for he has loſt conſi- 
« derably by the South-Sea ſcheme.” The Duke 
of Wharton, who had rendered himſelf famous by 


his wit and profligacy, ſaid he was not inſenſible of 


the common opinion, of the town concerning 1 
. | an 


». 


and g! 
charac 
patron, 
the o 
decau 
ſcripti 


to be 


enen £ 


nd gladly ſeized this opportunity of vindicating his c 
character, by declaring he was far from being a 
jatron of blaſphemy, or an enemy to religion. On 
the other hand, he could not but oppoſe the bill, 
becauſe he conceived it to be repugnant to the holy 
ſctipture. Then pulling an old family bible from 
his pocket, he quoted ſeveral paſſages from the 
epiſtles of St. Peter and St. Paul; concluding with 
z defire that the bill might be thrown out. The 
Earl of Peterborough declared, that though he was 
for a parliamentary King, yet he did not defire to 
have a parliamentary Gop, or a parliamentary re- 
gion; and, ſhould the Houſe declare for one of 
tis kind, he would go to Rome, and endeavour 
to be choſen a Cardinal ; for he had rather fit in the 
conclave than with their Lordſhips upon thoſe terms. 
After a vehement debate, the bill was poſtponed to 
along day, by a conſiderable majority. 
II. The ſeaſon was far advanced before the ſup- 
plies were granted : and 'at length they were not 
wed with that cheerfulneſs and good humour which 
the majority had hitherto manifeſted on ſuch occa- 
ſons. On the ſixteenth day of June, the King ſent 
i meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, importing, 
that he had agreed to pay a ſubſidy to the Crown of 
eden, and he hoped they would enable him to 
maxe good his engagements. The leaders of the 
oppoſition took fire at this intimation. They deſired 
to know whether this ſubſidy, amounting to ſeventy- 
wo thouſand pounds, was to be paid to Sweden 
ver and above the expence of maintaining a ſtrong 
quadron in the Baltick? Lord Moleſworth obſerved, 
that, by our late conduct, we were become the 
les of the whole world, and the bubbles of all our 
lies: for we were obliged to pay them well for their 
aliſtance. He affirmed that the treaties which had 
been made with Sweden, at different times, were 
conſiſtent and contradictory : that our late engage- 
wnts with that Crown were contrary to the treatiey 
i ' ſubſiſting 
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BOOK ſubſiſting with Denmark, and directly oppoſite rie 
I. the meaſures formerly concerted with the ow f Ing 


n 

17. Muſcovy. He ſaid, that in order to engage the "41 
Czar to yield what he had gained in the courſe of pol 
the war, the King of Pruſſia ought to give up Stetin, Ms 
and the Elector of Hanover reſtore Bremen and cod 
Verden: that, after all, England had no buſineſ Great 
to intermeddle with the affairs of the Empire: that he 
we reaped little or no advantage by our trade to the ill th 
Baltick, but that of procuring naval ſtores: he l pe 
owned that hemp was a very neceſſary commodity, M nſtor 
particularly at this juncture ; but he inſiſted, that if WM been 
due encouragement were given to ſome of our plan- them, 
tations in America, we might be ſupplied from : fecr 


thence at a much cheaper rate than from Sweden Wi the af 
and Norway. Notwithſtanding theſe arguments, WM (ol 
the Swediſh ſupply was granted: and, in about WM the £: 
three weeks, their complaiſance was put to another 
proof. They were given to underſtand, by a ſecond 
meſſage, that the debts of the civil- liſt amounted to 
five hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ; and his 
Majeſty hoped they would empower him to raiſe that 
fum upon the revenue, as he propoſed it ſhould be 
replaced in the civil-liſt, and re- imburſed by a 
deduction from the ſalaries and wages of all officer, 
as well as from the penſions and other payments 
from the Crown. A bill was prepared for this pur- 
poſe, though not without warm oppoſition ; and, at 
the ſame time, an act paſſed for a general pardon. 
On the tenth day of Auguſt, the King cloſed the 
ſeſſion with a ſpeech, in which he expreſſed his 
concern for the ſufferings of the innocent, and 3 
juſt indignation againſt the guilty, with. reſpect to 
the South-Sea - ſcheme. Theſe profeſſions were 
judged neceſſary to clear his own character, which 
had incurred the ſuſpicion of ſome people, who 
whiſpered that he was not altogether free from con- 
nexions with the projectors of that deſign ; that the 


Emperor had, at his deſire, refuſed to deliver UP 
| Knight: 
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{night ; and that he fayoured the directors and their o H A P. N 

accom lices. | : ; . 

| wind Lords 'Townſhend and Carteret were new” wa 

pointed ſecretaries of ſtate: and the Earl of Ilay 

xs veſted with the office of lord privy-ſeal of 

Scotland. In June the treaty of 2 between 1 

Great-Britain and Spain was ſigned at Madrid. 

The contracting parties engaged to reſtore mutually - 

il the effects ſeized and confiſcated on both ſides. | 

u particular, the King of England promiſed to 

reſtore all the ſhips of the Spaniſh fleet which had 

been taken in the Mediterranean, or the value of 

them, if they were ſold. He likewiſe promiſed, in | 

a ſecret article, that he would no longer interfere in 4 

the affairs of Italy: and the King of Spain made an ; 14. 
| 


tbſolute ceſſion of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon. At 
the fame time, a defenſive alliance was concluded 
between Great-Britain, France, and Spain. All 115 
rmaining difficulties were referred to a congreſs at 0 9 
(anbray, where they hoped to conſolidate a general l 
WW peace, by determining all differences between the Wet 
WH mperor and his Catholick Majeſty. In the mean | | 
Wine, the powers of Great-Britain, France, and 
Lan, engaged, by virtue of the preſent treaty, to 
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Writ to the Duke of Parma a particular protection . if 1 

cr the preſervation of his territories and rights, and 4 
WT the ſupport of his dignity. It was alſo ſtipulated, 1410 
bt the States-General ſhould be invited to accede . N 
s this alliance. The congreſs at Cambray was 0 1 
pened: but the demands on both ſides were ſo 01} BAY 
| b, that it proved ineffectual. In the mean time, il |; 
ee peace between Ruſſia and Sweden was concluded, this * 
s condition that the Czar ſhould retain Livonia, 4 vg 
ra, Eſtonia, part of Carelia, and of the territory 1 N. 
u Wyburg, Riga, Revel, and Nerva, in conſider- j Wh 
Won of his reſtoring part of Finland, and paying 1470 
no millions of rix-dollars to the King of Sweden. 1 
perſonal animoſity ſubſiſting between King e 

beorge and the Czar ſeemed to increaſe. _— 4 
2 
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B O O k the Ruſſian reſident at London, having preſented 2 


3 


memorial that contained ſome unguarded expreffiong, 


was ordered to quit the kingdom in a fortnight. The 


#21. 


Czar publiſhed a declaration at Peterſburgh, com- 
plaining of this outrage, which, he faid, ought na: 
turally to have engaged him to uſe repriſals; but, as 
he perceived 1t was done without any regard to the 
concerns of England, and only in favour of the 
Hanoverian intereſt, he was unwilling that the 
Engliſh nation ſhould ſuffer for a piece of injuſtice 
in which they had no ſhare. He, therefore, granted! 
to them all manner of ſecurity, and free liberty to 
trade in all his dominions. To finiſh this firange 
tiſſue of negociations, King George concluded 4 
treaty with the Moors of Africk, againſt which the 
Spaniards loudly exclaimed. © 

$ IV. In the courſe of this year, Pope Clement NI. 
died: and the Princeſs of Wales was delivered of: 
a Prince, baptized by the name of William-Au- 


guſtus, the late Duke of Cumberland. A dreadful”: 


plague raging at Marſeilles, a proclamation was 
publiſhed, forbidding any perſon to come into 
England, from any part of France between the 39 
of Biſcay and Dunkirk, without certificates of health, 


Other precautions were taken to guard againſt con- 


tagion. An act of Parliament had pafled in the 
preceding ſeſſion, for the prevention of infection, by 
building peſt-houſes, to which all infected perlons 
and all perſons of an infected family, ſhould be cot 
veyed : and, by drawing trenches and lines round 
any city, town, or place infected. The King, 1 
his ſpeech at opening the ſeſſion of Parliament, o 


the nineteenth day of October, intimated the p- 


cification of the North, by the concluſion of the 


treaty between Muſcovy and Sweden. He de- 


ſired the Houſe of Commons to conſider of meam 

for eaſing the duties upon the imported commodines 

uſed in the manufactures of the kingdom. He oþ- 

ſerved, that the nation might be ſupplied with — 
5 : | 
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2nd that their being employed in this uſeful and ad- 


us branch of commerce would divert them 721. 


E from ſetting up manufactures which directly inter- 
Efered with thoſe of Great-Britain. He expreſſed a 
defire that, with reſpect to the ſupplies, his people 
night reap ſome immediate benefit from the preſent 
# arcumſtance of affairs abroad: and he earneſtly 
recommended to their conſideration, means for pre- 
Erenting the plague, particularly by providing againſt 
| the practice of ſmuggling. 

FAV. One of the firſt objects that attracted the 
battention of the Upper Houſe was the caſe of John 
law, the famous projector, The reſentment of the 
people on account of his Miſſiſſippi ſcheme had 
obliged him to leave France. He retired to Italy; and 
was ſaid to have viſited the Pretender at Rome. 
From thence he repaired to Hanover ; and returned 
% England from the Baltick, in the fleet com- 
manded by Sir John Norris. The King favoured 
km, with a private audience: he kept open houſe, 


Wit quality, Earl Coningſby repreſented in the 
Houſe of Lords, that he could not but entertain 
he jealouſy of a perſon who had done ſo much 
knuſchief in a neighbouring kingdom; who, being 
mmenſely rich, might do a great deal more hurt 
We, by tampering with thoſe who were grown deſ- 


Rute, in conſequence of being involved in the 


Wmity occaſioned by the fatal imitation of his 
Puucious projects. He obſerved, that this perſon 
the more dangerous, as he had renounced his 
url affection to his country, his allegiance to 
Ws lawful Sovereign, and his religion, by turning 
aun Catholick. Lord Carteret replied, that 
Us had, many years ago, the misfortune to 
A gentleman in a duel; but, having at laſt 
ax the benefit of the King's clemency, and 
appeal lodged by the relations of the deceaſed 
Vox. 11. 7: 8 being 


hand was viſited by great numbers of perſons of the 
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Bo o E being taken off, he was come over to plead his 
Tt Majeſty's pardon. He ſaid there was no law to 
1721. keep an Engliſhman out of his country; and, as 
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Mr. Law was a ſubject of Great-Britain, it was not 
even in the King's power to hinder him from coming 
over. After ſome diſpute, the ſubject was dropped, 
and this great projector pleaded his pardon in the 
King's-Bench, according to the uſual form, 

8 VI. The miniſtry had by this time ſecured ſuch 
a majority in both Houſes, as enabled them to carr 
any point without the leaſt difficulty. Some chiets 
of the oppoſition they had brought over to their 
meaſures, and among the. reſt Lord Harcourt, who 
was created a Viſcount, and gratified with a penſio 
of four thouſand pounds. Nevertheleſs they coulc 
not ſhut the mouths of the minority, who ſtill pre 
ſerved the privilege of complaining. Greac debate: 
were occaſioned by the navy-debt, which was in 
creaſed to one million ſeven hundred thouſan 
pounds. Some members in both Houſes affirmed 
that ſuch extraordinary expence could not be for the 
immediate ſervice of Great-Britain ; but, in al 
probability, for the preſervation of foreign acqui 
fitions. The miniſters anſwered, that near two 
thirds of the navy-debts were contracted in the lat 
reign; and the Parliament acquieſced in this decla 
ration: but in reality, the navy-debt had beet 
unneceflarily increaſed, by keeping feamen in pa 
during the winter, and ſending fleets to the Medi 


terranean and Baltick, in order to ſupport the inte Font 
reſts of Germany. The Duke of Wharton more reel 
that the treaty with Spain might be Jaid before til Wnſeqt 
Houſe. The Earl of Sunderland faid it contane rar 9. 
a ſecret article which the King of Spain defire goxern 
might not be made publick, until after the trea at cc 
of Cambray ſhould be diſcuſſed. The queſtion vl; dar 
put, and the Duke's' motion rejected. The Ba (f ſocii 
of Strafford aflerted, that as the war with Spain ha (ual, 


been undertaken without neceſſity or juſt — 


a \ 
GEORGE I. 419 


ton, ſo the peace was concluded without any benefit c H AP. 
r advantage, that, contrary to the law of nations, III. 
the Spaniſh fleet had been attacked without any * 
declaration of war; even while a Britiſh miniſter 
and a ſecretary of ſtate were treating amicably at 

Madrid: that the war was neither juſt nor politick, 

| fnce it interrupted one of the moſt valuable branches 

of the Engliſh commerce, at a time when the na- 

ton groaned under the preſſure of heavy debts, in- 

cured by the former long, expenſive war, He, 
therefore, moved for an addreſs to his Majeſty, de- 

firing that the inſtructions given to Sir George 

Brag, now Lord "Torrington, ſhould be laid before 

the Houſe. This motion being likewiſe, upon the 

queſtion, rejected, a proteſt was entered. 'They 

voted an addreſs, however, to know in what manner 

the King had diſpoſed of the (hips taken from the 
aniards. Diſputes aroſe alſo from the bill to pre- 

rent infection. Earl Cowper repreſented, that the 

removal of perſons to a Lazaret, or peſt-houſe, by 

ander of the government, and the drawing lines and 

renches round places infected, were powers un- ml 
own to the Britiſh conſtitution ; inconſiſtent with 11 
te lenity of a free government, ſuch as could never "Ra 
be wiſely or uſefully put in practice; the more 
ous, becauſe copied from the arbitrary govern- 
nent of France; and impracticable, except by mi- 
tary compulſion. Thele obnoxious clauſes were 
Kcordingly repealed, though not without great 
ppoſition. Indeed, nothing can be more abſurd 10 
lun a conſtitution that will not admit of juſt and 1 
eſſary laws and regulations to prevent the dire Wars 
unſequences of the worſt of all calamities, Such Ml 
kliidtions, inſtead of favouring the lenity of a free 1 
WMernment, would be the moſt cruel impoſition WMA! 
ſat could be laid on a free people, as it would ad {14.6 wn 
u diametrical oppoſition to the great principle 0 
e which is the preſervation of the indivi- 
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Book VII. The Quakers having preſented a r 


u. to the Houſe of Commons, praying that a bill might | 
* brought in for omitting in their ſolemn affirma- ſaic 
tion the words “ In the preſence of Armicarty anc 

Gon,” the Houſe complied with their requeſt : but the 28a 

bill gave riſe to a warm debate among the Peers. Dr. im 


Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, ſaid he did not oll 
know why ſuch a diſtinguiſhing mark of indulgence con 
ſhould be allowed to a ſet of people who were hardly diff 
Chriſtians. He was fupported by the Archbiſhop of fror 


York, the Earl of Strafford, and Lord North and app 

Grey. A petition was preſented againſt the bill by were 

the London Clergy, who expreſſed a ſerious concern tro 

leſt the minds of good men ſhould be grieved and Chu 

wounded, and the enemies of Chriſtianity triumph, priv 

when they ſhould ſee ſuch condeſcenſion made by a this 

Chriſtian legiſlature to a ſet of men who renounce Sou 

the divine inſtitutions of Chriſt; particularly that by ple « 

| which the faithful are initiated into his religion, Tow 
and denominated Chriſtians. The petition, though by | 

preſented by the Archbiſhop of York, was branded havi 

by the miniſtry as a ſeditious hbel, and rejected by of h 

e majority. Then, upon a motion by the Earl of in Cc 

Sunderland, the Houſe reſolved, that ſuch Lords as ” fa 

might enter proteſtations with reaſons, ſhould do it rm 

2 two, o'clock on the next ſitting day, and ſign woul 

Annals. them before the Houſe riſes. The ſupplies being letter 

— Reg. granted, and the buſineſs of the ſeffion diſpatched as _— 

| Parlia= the Court was pleaſed to dictate, on the ſeventh day p © o 
| -— March the Parliament was —.— In a few rol 
State, days it was diſſolved, and another convoked by pro- * 

Tindal. clamation. In the election of members for the new — 


Parliament, the miniſtry exerted itſelf with ſuch ſuc- | 
ceſs, as returned a great majority in the Houſe of. Wi 
Commons, extremely well adapted for all the purpoſes violent, 
of an adminiſtration *. | txt of 


| 2 cuties | 
; 5 VIII en 
| | a i . 2 t id 
| ® The Earl of Sunderland died in April, after having 2 ray ge 
great load of popular odium, from his ſuppoſed connexions 1 — Ordnan- 


adoga1 
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VIII. In the beginning of May, the King is c H Ap. 
ſaid to have received from the Duke of Orleaffs full III. 
and certain information of a freſh conſpiracy formed N. J. 


2painſt his perſon and government. A camp was 


immediately formed in Hyde-park. All military 


officers were ordered to repair to their reſpective 
commands. Lieutenant-General Macartney was 
diſpatched to Ireland, to bring over ſome troops 


from that kingdom. Some ſuſpected perſons were 


zpprehended 1n Scotland : the Srates of Holland 
were defired to have their auxiliary or guarantee 
troops in readineſs to be embarked ; and Colonel 
Churchill was ſent to the Court of France with a 
private commiſſion. The apprehenſion raiſed by 
this ſuppoſed plot affected the publick credit. 
South-ſea ſtock began to fall; and crowds of peo- 
ple called in their money from the Bank. rd 
Townſhend wrote a letter to the mayor of London, 
by the King's command, ſignifying his Majeſty's 
having received unqueſtionable advices, that ſeveral 
of his ſubjects had entered into a wicked conſpiracy, 
in concert with traitors abroad, for raifing a rebellion 
n favour of a Popiſh Pretender ; but that he was 
firmly aſſured the authors of it neither were nor 
would be ſupported by any foreign power. This 
letter was immediately anſwered by an affectionate 
addreſs from the court of aldermen ; and the exam- 
ple of London was followed by many other cities and 
boroughs. The King had determined to viſit Han- 
over, and actually ſettled a regency, in which the 
Prince of Wales was not included : but now this in- 
tended journey was laid aſide: the Court was removed 


tectors of the South-ſea company. He was a miniſter of abilities, but 
ran impetuous, and head-trong. His death was ſoon followed by 
( — his father-in-law, the great Duke of Marlborough, whoſe fa- 
— des had been for ſome time greatly impaired, He was interred in 
b eltminſter- abbey, with ſuch — Ab of funeral pomp, as evinced 
rw and oftentation, much more than the taſte and concern o 
ole who directed his obſequies. He was ſucceeded as maſter of the 


— and Colonel of the firſt regiment of foot guarde, by Earl 


to 


- 
— 

— 

— — 


— — 
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BO O Kto Kenfington, and the Prence retired to Richmond. 


£ | 
SD a 4 
1732. 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter having been ſeized, with 
his papers, was examined before a committee of the 
council, who committed him to the Tower for high- 
treaſon. The Earl of Orrery, Lord North and 
Grey, Mr. Cockran, and Mr. Smith, from Scot- 
land, and Mr. Chnſtopher Layer, a young gentle- 
man of the Temple, were confined in the ſame 
lace. - Mr. George Kelly, an Inſh clergyman, 
r. Robert Cotton of Huntingdonſhire, Mr. Bing- 
ley, Mr. Fleetwood, Neynoe, an Iriſh prieſt, and 
ſeveral perſons, were taken into cuſtody ; and Mr. 
Shippen's houſe was ſearched. After Biſhop Atter- 
bury had remained a fortnight - in the Tower, Sir 
Conſtantine Phipps preſented a petition to the court 
at the Old-Bailey, in the name of Mrs. Morris 
that prelate's daughter, praying that, in conſider- 
ation of the Biſhop's ill ſtate of health, he might 
be either brought to a ſpeedy trial, bailed, or diſ- 
charged : but this was over-ruled. The Church- 
men through the whole kingdom were filled with 
indignation at the confinement of a Biſhop, which 
they ſaid was an outrage upon the Church of Eng- 
land, and the epiſcopal order. Far from concealing 
their ſentiments on this ſubje&, the clergy ventured 
to offer up publick prayers for his health, in almoſt 
all the churches and chapels of London and Welt- 
minſter. In the mean time, the King attended by 
the Prince of Wales, made a ſummer progrels 
through the weſtern counties. 
IN. The new Parliament being aſſembled on 
the ninth day of October, his Majeſty made them 
acquainted with the nature of the conſpiracy. He 
ſaid the conſpirators had, by their emiſſaries, made 
the ſtrongeſt inſtances for ſuccours from foreign 


powers; but were diſappointed in their expectations. 


That, nevertheleſs, confiding in their numbers, they 
had reſolved once more, upon their own firength, 


to attempt the ſubverſion of his government. = 


GEORGE I. 


engaged great numbers of officers from abroad, ſe- 


cured large quantities of arms and ammunition; 22. 


and, had not the plot been timely diſcovered, the 
whole nation, and particularly the city of London, 
would have been 1nvolved in blood and confuſion. 
He expatiated upon the mildneſs and integrity of 
his own government; and inveighed againſt the in- 
oatitude, the implacability, and madneſs of the 
difaffeted, concluding, with an aflurance, that he 
would ſteadily adhere to the conſtitution in Church 
and State, and continue to make the laws of the 
realm the rule and meaſure of all his actions. Such 
addrefſes were preſented by both Houſes as the fears 
and attachment of the majority may be ſuppoſed to 
have dictated. on ſuch an occaſion. A bill was 
brought into the Houſe of Lords, for ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus Act for a whole year ; but they were 
fir from being unanimous in agreeing to ſuch an un- 
uſual length of time. By this ſuſpenſion they, in ef- 
fect, veſied the miniſtry with a dictatorial power over 
the liberties of the people. | 
X. The oppoſition in the Houſe of Commons was 
{© violent, that Mr. Robert Walpole found it neceſ- 
ary to alarm their apprehenſions by a dreadful ſtory 
of a deſign to ſeize the Bank and Exchequer, and 
to proclaim the Pretender on the Royal Exchange. 
Their paſſions being inflamed by this ridiculous 
ztifice, they paſſed the bill, which immediately 
received the Royal aſſent. The Duke of Norfolk 
being brought from Bath, was examined before the 
council, and committed to the Tower, on ſuſpicion 
of tigh-treaſon. On the fixteenth day of Novem- 
ber, the King ſent to the Houſe of Peers the ori- 
ginal and printed copy of a declaration ſigned by 
the Pretender. It was, dated at Lucca, on the 
Iwentieth day of September, in the preſent year, 
aud appeared to be a propoſal addreſſed to the ſub- 
ects of Great-Britain and Ireland, as well as to all 
| | foreign 
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B © © K foreign Princes and States. In this paper, the Che. 
II. valier de St. George, having mentioned the late vio- 
1722, lation of the freedom of elections, conſpiracies in- 

vented to give a colour to new oppreſſions, infamous 
informers, and the ſtate of proſcription in which he 
ſuppoſed every honeſt man to be, very gravely pro- 
poſed, that if King George would relinquiſh to him 
the throne of Great-Britain, he would, in return, 
beſtow upon him the title of King in his native do- 
minions, and invite all other ſtates to confirm it: 
he likewiſe .promiſed to leave to King George his 
ſucceſſion to the Britiſh dominions ſecure, whenever, 
in due courſe, his natural right ſhould take place. 
The Lords unanimouſly reſolved, that this declara- 
tion was a falſe, inſolent, and traitorous libel ; and 
ordered it to be burned at the Royal Exchange. 
The Commons concurred in theſe reſolutions. Both 
Houſes joined in an addreſs, expreſſing their utmoſt | 
aſtoniſhment and indignation at the ſurprizing inſo- 
lence of the Pretender; and aſſuring his Majeſty, 
they were determined to ſupport his title to the 
Crown with their lives and fortunes. The Com- 
mons prepared a bill for raiſing one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds upon the real and perſonal eſtates of all 
Papiſts, or perſons educated in the _ religion, 
towards defraying the expences occafioned by the 
late rebellion and diſorders. This bill, though 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by ſome moderate members, as 
a ſpecies of perſecution, was ſent up to the Houſe 
of Lords, together with another, obliging all per- 
ſons, being Papiſts, in Scotland, and all perſons 1n 
Great-Britain refuſing or neglecting to take the 
oaths appointed for the ſecurity of the King's per. 
ſon and government, to regiſter their names and r 
eſtates. Both theſe bills paſſed through the Upper 
Houſe without amendments, and received the Roy al 
ſanction. £9 1 ME 
XI. Mr. Layer being brought to his trial at 
the King's Bench, an the twenty-firſt day of Novem- 


ber, 


60 
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her, was convicted of having inliſted men for the c HA. 
Pretender's ſervice, in order to ſtir up a rebellion, III. 
ind received ſentence of death. He was reprieved 112. 
{ur ſome time, and examined by a committee of 
te Houſe of Commons : but he either could not, 
or would not, diſcover the particulars of the conſpi- 
ncy, ſo that he ſuffered death at Tyburn, and his 
head was fixed up at 'Temple-bar. Mr. Pulteney, 
chairman of the committee, reported to the Houle, 
that, from the examination of Layer and others, a 
deſign had been formed by perſons of figure and 
liſin&tion at home, in conjunction with traitors | 
abroad, for placing the Pretender on the throne of wy 
theſe realms : that their firſt intention was to pro- 1 
cure a body of foreign troops to invade the kingdom | 
it the time of the late elections; but that the con- | 
ſpirators being diſappointed in this expectation, re- 
ſolved to make an attempt at the time that it was 1 1 
generally believed the King intended to go to Han- 1 
| 
| 


orer, by the help of ſuch officers and ſoldiers as 
could paſs into England unobſerved, from abroad, 
under the command of the late Duke of Ormond, kX 1 
who was to have landed in the river with a great 171 
quantity of arms, provided in Spain for that pur- l 
poſe; at which time the Tower was to have been "177 

kized. That this ſcheme being alſo defeated by the i | 

ſiglance of the government, they deferred their 
aterprize till the breaking up of the camp ; and, in 

the mean time, employed their agents to corrupt [3 

ad ſeduce the officers and ſoldiers of the army: "Wl 

that it appeared from ſeveral letters and circum- 1 

WT ances, that the late Duke of Ormond, the Duke of 1. 
VWorfolk, the Earl of Orrery, Lord North and Grey, !, i | il 
= id the Biſhop of Rocheſter, were concerned in this \ | 
conſpiracy; that their acting agents were Chriſtopher 0 
Layer and John Plunket, who travelled together to _ 
dome; Dennis Kelly, George Kelly, and Thomas a 
e, nonjuring clergymen, Neynoe the Inth prieſt, 4. 
no by this time was drowned in the river Thames, 46 

| in 5 
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B o o Kin attempting to make his eſcape from the meſſen- 


4 

II. ts houſe, Mrs. Spilman, alias Yallop, and John 1 
1722, Sample. 1 8 Hou 

$ XII. This pretended conſpiracy, in all likeli- be d 

hood, extended no farther than the firſt rudiments the! 

of a deſign that was never digeſted into any regular thor 

form; otherwiſe the perſons ſaid to be concerned in dy 

it muſt have been infatuated to a degree of frenzy: Lorc 

for they were charged with having made application then 

to the Regent of France, who was well known to be fel þ 
intimately connected with the King of Great-Britain, ſider 

The Houſe of Commons, however, reſolved, that it third 

was a deteſtable and horrid conſpiracy for raiſing a 2 lot 
rebellion, ſeizing the Tower and the city of London, mon 

laying violent hands upon the perſons of his moſt ſuch 

ſacred Majeſty and the Prince of Wales, in order to of er 

ſubvert our preſent happy eſtabliſhment in church med 

and ftate, by placing a popiſn Pretender upon the dien 
throne: that it was formed and carried on by per- the 

ſons of figure and diſtinction, and their agents and ſuch 
inſtruments, in conjunction with traitors abroad. gor 

Bills were brought in, and paſſed, for inflicting pains with! 

and penalties againft John Plunket and George gail 

Kelly, who were by theſe acts to be kept in cloſe He 
cuſtody during his Majeſty's pleaſure, in any priſon coun 

in Great-Britain ; and that they ſhould not attempt and 

to eſcape on pain of death, to be inflicted upon them bouſ 

and their aſſiſtants. Mr. Yonge made a motion for eſtate 

a bill of the fame nature againſt the Biſhop of Ro- reſpo 
cheſter. This was immediately brought into the made 
Houſe, though Sir William Wyndham affirmed urin 
there was no evidence againſt him but conjectures man' 
Anais. and hearſay. The Bithop wrote a letter to the Wi func 
Twoal, Speaker, importing, that, though conſcious of his at hi 

Deb. = . ' iv) he Houſe h 

b. lam. OWN Innocence, he ſhould decline giving the ad | 
Py). State. any trouble that day, contenting himſelf with the he {a 
opportunity of making his defence before another, Wl hate 
of which he had the honour to be a member, ngen 
Counſel being heard for the bill, it was eammined toxic 
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to 2 grand committee on the ſixth day of April, c H Ap 
when the majority of the Tory members quitted the III. 


Houſe. It was then moved, that the Biſhop ſhould (x 


be deprived of his office and benefice, and baniſhed 
the kingdom for ever. Mr. Lawſon and Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe {poke in his favour. 

XIII. The bill being paſſed, and ſent up to the An: 1723. 
Lords, the Biſhop was brought to his trial before 
them on the ninth of May. Himſelf and his coun- 
el having been heard, the Lords proceeded to con- 
der the articles of the bill. When they read it a 
third time, a motion was made to paſs it, and then 
a long and warm debate enſued. Earl Paulet de- 
monſtrated the danger and injuſtice of ſwerving in 
ſuch an extraordinary manner from the fixed rules 
of evidence. The Duke of Wharton, having ſum- 
med up the depoſitions, and pun the inſufh- 
ciency of them, concluded with ſaying, that, let 
the conſequences be what they would, he hoped 
ſuch a helliſh ſtain would never fully the luſtre and 
glory of that illuſtrious Houſe as to condemn a man 
without the leaſt evidence. Lord Bathurſt ſpoke 
zanſt the Bill with equal ſtrength and eloquence. 
He ſaid, if ſuch extraordinary proceedings were 
countenanced, he ſaw nothing remaining for him 
and others to do, but to retire to their country- 
bouſes, and there, if poſſible, quietly enjoy their 
eſtates within their own families, ſince the leaſt cor- 
relpondence, the leaſt intercepted letter, might be 
made criminal. He obſerved, that Cardinal Ma- 
ann boaſted, that if he had but two lines of any 
man's writing, he could, by means of a few circum- 
ſances, atteſted by witneſſes, deprive him of his life 
it his pleaſure. Turning to the bench of Biſhops, who 
had been generally unfavourable to Dr. Atterbury, 
te faid he could hardly account for the inveterate 
latred and malice ſome perſons bore the learned and 
"gemous Biſhop of Rocheſter, unleſs they were in- 
cated with the infatuation of ſome ſavage _—_ 

| who 
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B O O Kwho believed they inherited not only the ſpoils, but | 
. even the abilities of any great enemy whom they 
_— killed in battle. The bill was ſupported by the 
Duke of Argyle, the Earl of Seafield, and Lord 
Lechmere, which laſt was anſwered by Earl Cowper. 
This nobleman obſerved that the ſtrongeſt argument 
urged in behalf of the bill was neceſſity: but that, 
for his part, he ſaw no neceſſity that could juſtify 
ſuch unprecedented and ſuch dangerous proceedings, 
as the conſpiracy had above twelve months before 
been happily diſcovered, and the effects of it pre- 
rented : that, beſides the intrinfick weight and 
{trength of the government, the hands of thoſe at 
the helm had been fiill further fortified by the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the addi. 
tional troops which had been raiſed. He ſaid the 
known rules of evidence, as laid down at firſt, and 
eſtabliſhed by the law of the land, were the birth- 
right of every ſubject in the nation, and ought to be 
conſtantly obſerved, not only in the inferior courts 
of judicature, but alſo in both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, till altered by the legiſlature : that the ad- 
mitting of the precarious and uncertain evidence of 
the clerks of the poſt-office was a very dangerous 
precedent. In former times (ſaid he) it was thought 
very grievous that in capital cafes a man ſhould be 
affected by ſimilitude of hands; but here the caſe 
is much worſe, ſince it is allowed that the clerks of 
the poſt-office ſhonld carry the ſimilitude of hands 
four months in their minds. He applauded the 
Biſhop's noble deportment, in declining to anſwer 
before the Houſe of Commons, whoſe proceedings 
in this unprecedented manner, againſt a Lord of 
Parliament, was ſuch an encroachment on the pre- 
rogative of the peerage, that if they ſubmitted to 
it, by paſſing the bill, they might be termed the 
laſt of Britiſh Peers, for giving up their ancient pri- 
vileges. The other party were not fo ſollicitous 


about anſwering reaſons, as eager to put the _ 
2 
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zy this act the Biſhop was deprived of all offices, 


henefices, and dignities, and rendered incapable of 523. 


enjoying any for the future: he was baniſhed the 
realm, and ſubjected to the pains of death in caſe he 
{ould return, as were all perſons who ſhould cor- 
reſpond with him during his exile. Dr. Friend, the 
celebrated phyſician, who was a member of the 
Houſe of Commons, and had exerted himſelf ſtrenu- 
ouſly in behalf of the Biſhop, was now taken into 
cuſtody, on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices. 

XIV. The next object that excited the reſent- 
ment of the Commons was the ſcheme of a lottery, 
to be drawn at Harburgh, in the King's German do- 
minions, The Houſe appointed a committee to 
inquire into this and other Jotteries at that time 
on foot in London. The ſcheme was publiſhed, on 
pretence of raiſing a ſubſcription for maintaining a 
trade between Great-Britain and the King's territo- 
nes on the Elbe : but it was a myſterious ſcene of 
iniquity, which the committee, with all their pene- 
tration, could not fully diſcover. They reported, 
however, that it was an infamous, fraudulent under- 
taking, whereby many unwary perſons had been drawn 
in to their great loſs : that the manner of carrying 
ton had been a manifeſt violation of the laws of 
the kingdom : that the managers and agents of this 
lottery had, without any authority for ſo doing, made 
uſe of his Majeſty's Royal name, thereby to give 
countenance to the infamous project, and induce his 
Majeſty's ſubjects to engage or be concerned there- 
m. A bill was brought in to ſuppreſs this lottery ; 
and to oblige the managers of it to make reſtitution 
of the money they had received from the contri- 
butors. At the ſame time the Houſe reſolved, That 
John Lord Viſcount Barrington had been notonouſly 
gulty of promoting, abetting, and carrying on that 
fraudulent undertaking ; for which offence he ſhould 
be expelled the Houſe. The Court of Vienna — 
I erecte 
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B O O K erected an Eaſt-India company at Oſtend, upon 2 


kingdoms in the hands of a regency, Lord Har 
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| ferent 
ſcheme formed by one Colebrook, an Engliſh mer. WM ..4:4 
chant, Sir Nathaniel Gould, repreſented to the Houſe * 


of Commons the great detriment which the Engliſh uso 
Eaſt- India company had already received, and were Sned 
likely further to ſuſtain, by this Oſtend company. tenſio 
The Houſe immediately reſolved, That for the ſub- Elect 
jects of this kingdom to ſubſcribe, or be concerned his M 
in encouraging any ſubſcription, to promote an Eaſt- Verde 
India company now erecting in the Auſtrian Nether- 


Spain 
lands, was a high crime and miſdemeanour; and a der 
law was enacted for preventing Britiſh ſubjects from rage 


engaging in that enterprize. By another act, re- ec. 
lating to the South-Sea company, the two millions Wi knd; 
of ſtock which had been annihilated were revived, wy 
added to the capital, and divided among the pro- 
prietors. A third law paſſed, for the more effectual 
execution of juſtice in a part of Southwark, called 
the Mint, where a great number of debtors had 
taken ſanctuary, on the ſuppoſition that it was a 
rivileged place. On the twenty-ſeventh day of 
May the ſeſſion was cloſed, with a ſpeech that 
breathed nothing but panegyrick, acknowledgment, 
and affection to a Parliament which had complied 
with all his Majeſty's wiſhes. 
$ XV. His Majeſty, having ennobled the ſon of 
Mr. Robert Walpole, in conſideration of the father's 
ſervices, made a good number of church promo- 
tions. He admitted the impriſoned Lords and Gen- 
tlemen to bail; granted a pardon to Lord Boling- 
broke; and ordered the Biſhop of Rocheſler to be 
conveyed to the continent. Then he himſelf f 5 
out for Hanover, leaving the adminiſtration of hi 
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court being one of the Juſtices. The King was 47, 
tended by the two ſecretaries, Lords Townſhend 
and Carteret, who were counted able negociators 
The affairs of the continent had begun to take 


new turn. The intereſts and connections of my 
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ferent Princes were become perplexed and embar- H A P, 
fed; and King George reſolved to unravel them III. 
by dint of negociation. Underſtanding that a treaty 1723. 
as on the carpet between the Czar and the King of 
Sweden, favourable to the Duke of Holſtein's pre- 
tenſions to Sleſwick, the poſſeſſion of which the 
Elector of Hanover had guaranteed to Denmark, 
his Majeſty began to be in pain for Bremen and 
Verden. The Regent of France and the King of 
Spain had now compromiſed all differences; and 
their reconciliation was cemented by a double mar- 
rage between Philip's ſons and the Regent's daugh- 
ters. The former propoſed new treaties to Eng- 
and; but inſiſted upon the reſtitution of Gibraltar 
and Port-Mahon, as well as upon the King's openly 
leclaring againſt the Oſtend company. His Britan- 
nick Majeſty was apprehenſive, that, ſhould the Em- 
peror be hard preſſed on that ſubject, he might join 
the Czar and the King of Sweden, and promote their 
deſigns in favour of the Duke of Holſtein. On the 
other hand, all the Italian powers exclaimed againſt 
the treaty of London. The Pope had proteſted 
zainſt any thing that might have been decided at 
Cambray to the prejudice of his right. Memorials 
o the ſame effect had been preſented by the King 
of Sardinia, the Dukes of Tuſcany, Parma, and 
Modena. France and Spain were inclined to ſup- 
port theſe potentates againſt the Houſe of Auſtria. 
Europe ſeemed to be on the eve of a new war. 
king George was entangled in ſuch a variety of trea- 
tes and intereſts, that he knew not well how to ex- 
mcate himſelf from the troubleſome engagements 
te had contracted. By declaring for the Emperor, 
te muſt have countenanced the new eftabliſhment 
t Oſtend, which was fo prejudicial to his Britiſh 
lubjefts, and incurred the reſentment of France, 
pain, and their allies of Italy. In renouncing the 
ntereſt of the Emperor, he would have expoſed his 
berman dominions. In vain he exhorted the Em- 
6 peror 
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B © © Kperor to relax in his diſputes with Spain, and gire 
I. up the Oſtend company, which was ſo detrimental 
17523, and difagreeable to his faithful allies : the Court of 
Vienna promiſed in general to obſerve the treaties 
which it had concluded, but declined entering into 
any particular diſcuſſion ; ſo that all his Majeſty's 
endeavours iſſued in contracting cloſer connexions 
with Pruſſia and Denmark. All thoſe negociations 
carried on, all * thoſe treaties concluded by King 
George, with almoſt every Prince and State in 
Chriſtendom, which ſucceeded one another ſo faſt, 
and appear, at firſt view, ſo intricate and unac- 
countable, were founded upon two ſimple and na- 
tural principles, namely, the deſire of aſcertaining 
his acquiſitions as Elector of Hanover, and his te- 
ſolution to ſecure himſelf againſt the diſaffection of 
his Britiſh ſubjects, as well as the efforts of the Pre- 
tender. a 
XVI. Great-Britain at this period enjoyed pro- 
found tranquillity. Ireland was a little ruffled by an 
incident which ſeemed to have been miſrepreſented 
to the people of that kingdom. William Wood 
had obtained a patent for furniſhing Ireland with 
copper currency, in which it was deficient. A great 
clamour was raiſed againſt this coin. The Parlia- 
ment of that kingdom, which met in September, 
reſolved, That it would be prejudicial to the revenue, 
deſtructive of trade, and of dangerous conſequence 
to the rights of the ſubject : that the patent had 
been obtained by miſrepreſentation : that the half. 
pence wanted weight : that, even if the terms of the 
atent had been complied with, there would have 
— a great loſs to the nation; that granting the 
wer of coinage to a private perſon had ever been 
highly prejudicial to the kingdom, and would at all 
times be of dangerous conſequence. Addreſſes from 
both Houſes were preſented to the King on this ſub- 
jet. The affair was referred to the Lords of the 
privy-council of England. They juſtified the —_ 


du 
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E Newton and other officers of the Mint, who had 
© made an eſſay and trial of Wood's half-pence, and 
E found he had complied with the terms of the patent. 
ey declared that this currency exceeded in good- 
© neſs, fineneſs, and value of metal, all the copper 
= money which had been coined for Ireland, in the 
Ereigns of King Charles II. King James II. King 
E William and Queen Mary. The privy council 
likewiſe demonſtrated, that his Majeſty's predeceſ- 
= lors had always exerciſed the undoubted prerogative 
ok granting patents for copper coinage in Ireland to 
rate perſons: that none of theſe patents had been 
1 b beneficial to the kingdom as this granted to Wil- 
Ekim Wood, who had not obtained it in an unpre- 
© cedented manner, but after a reference to the At- 
Ewmey and Solicitor General, and after Sir Iſaac 
© Newton had been conſulted in every particular: 
all, they proved, by a great number of witneſſes, 
© that there was a real want of ſuch money in Ireland. 
ENotwithſtanding. this deciſion, the ferment of the 


q 2 papers, and lampoons, written by Dean 
Nit and other authors; ſo that Wood voluntarily 
uced his coinage from the value of one hundred 


Je noiſe was ſilenced. The Commons of Ireland 
paſſed an act, for accepting the affirmation of the 
EYuakers inſtead of an oath ; and voted three hun- 
Ed and forty thouſand pounds towards diſcharging 
Eble that ſum, | | 
XVII. In the month of October, England loſt 
peworthy nobleman in the death of Earl Cowper, 
had twice diſcharged the office of Lord Chan- 
er, with equal diſcernment and integrity, He 
EM profoundly ſkilled in the laws of his country; in 
dus prebenf. 

ment clear and determinate, He poſſeſſed a 
. Fre manly 


94 
* 


„ 
5 
x 


, guct of the patente, upon the report of Sir Iſaacc H AP. 


uch nation was induſtriouſly kept up by clamour, 


ouſand to that of forty thouſand pounds. Thus 


debt of the nation, which amounted to about 


on quick and penetrating ; in his 
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b OO Kmanly eloquence : his manner was agreeable, and 
U. his deportment graceful. | This year was likewiſe re. 
123 Markable for the death of the Duke of Orleans, 
Regent of France, who, fince the deceaſe of Louis 

XIV. had ruled that nation with the moſt abſolute 

. authority. He was a Prince of taſte and ſpirit, en- 
dowed with ſhining talents for empire, which he did 

not fail to diſplay, even in the midſt of effeminate 
purſuits and idle debauchery. From the infirm con- 
ſtitution of the infant King, he had conceived hopes 
of aſcending the throne, and taken his meaſures ac- 
cordingly ; but the young Monarch's health began 
to be eſtabliſhed, and all the Duke's ſchemes were 
defeated by an apoplexy, of which he died, in the 
fiftieth year of his age, after having - nominated the 
Duke of Bourbon as prime-miniſter. King George 
immediately received aſſurances of the good diſpoſi- 
tion of the French Court, to cultivate and even im- 
rove the good underſtanding ſo happily eſtabliſhed 
ween France and Great-Britain. The King ar- 
rrved in England on the eighteenth day of Decem- 
ber: and on the ninth day of January the Parlia- 
ment was aſſembled. His Majeſty, in his ſpeech, 
recommended to the Commons the care of the pub- 
lick debts; and he expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing 


the ſinking fund improved and augmented, ſo as to Wie, 
put the debt of the nation into a method of being dre 
ſpeedily and gradually diſcharged. g 
$ XVIII. This was the repeated theory of pa- *% 
triotiſm, which unhappily for the ſubjects, was never WW." 
reduced to practice: not but that a beginning of ſuch The | 
a laudable work was made in this very ſeſſion, by an = 
act for leſſening the publick debts. This law pro- n 
vided that the annuities at five per cent. charged * 
on the general fund by a former act, except ſuch as ded 
had been ſubſcribed into the South-ſea, together hed: 
with the unſubſcribed blanks of the lottery in the al. 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fourteen, ſhould 1 1 


be paid off at Lady-day of the year next — 
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with the money ariſing from the ſinking fund. The c HAP. 
mniſtry, however, did not perſevere in this path of III. | 
dent economy. The Commons granted all En? . 
ſupplies that were demanded. They voted ten He 
thouſand ſeamen ; and the majority, though not 
zithout violent oppoſition, agreed to maintain four 
thouſand additional troops, which had been raiſed «Fil 
in the preceding year: ſo that the eſtabliſhment of hg 
the land-forces amounted to eighteen thouſand two | 
hundred and fixty-four. The expence of the year | 
ms defrayed by a land-tax and malt-tax. The oldmixon. W-. 


Commons having diſpatched the ſupply, took into flit. Reg. _ 


confideration a grievance ariſing ſrom protections Annals of 0 
ganted by foreign miniſters, peers and members raff 1 
of Parliament, under which profligate perſons uſed 1 
v ſcreen themſelves from the proſecution of their 
uſt creditors. The Commons reſolved, That all 8} 


mrotections granted by members of that Houſe , 1 
ſhould be declared void, and immediately with- ” N 
aun. The Lords made a declaration to the ſame hi 10 
purpoſe, with an exception to menial ſervants, and Rl 1 

hole neceſſarily employed about the eſtates of Peers.“ f i 


In the twenty-fourth day of April, his Majeſty An. 1724.  FREW 
doſed the ſeſſion in the uſual manner, made Fas 

lterations in the diſpoſition of the great officers of 
ate, and ſent Mr. Horatio Walpole as Ambaſſa- 
lar extraordinary to the Court of France. y 


* 3 


b 
N 
; 
| | h 
' The Duke of Newcaſtle was now appointed Secretary of State; the - | 
bike of Grafton, Lord Chamberlain; and Lord Carteret, Lord- | 
lntenant of Ireland. | 
The King inſtituted a Profeſſorſhip, for the modern languages in 
univerſity, | | | 
la the month of May died Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford and Earl 
mer, who had been a munificent patron of genius and literature; 
M completed a very valuable collection of manuſcripts. 
practice of inoculation for the ſmall pox was by this time in- 
into England from Turkey. Prince Frederick, the twp - 
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I 3 Amelia and Carolina, the Duke of Bedford and his ſiſter, 1 | 
e 8 other perſons of diſtinction, underwent this operation with | bi 
4 Jt Henry Sacheverel died in June, after having bequeathed five | 
2 ed pounds to the late Biſhop of Rocheſter. j 
h FF2 XIX. 
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2 oox XIX. In the beginning of this year, Philip (MI jv! 


Il. King of Spain, retiring with his Queen to the mo. the 
Xx naſtery of bot. idefonle, ſent the Marquis of Gri- all 
maldi, his. principal ſecretary of ſtate, to his fon act 
Louis, Prince of Aſturias, with a ſolemn renuncia- thi 

tion of the crown, and a letter of advice in which fp 

he exhorted him to cultivate the Bleſſed Virgin 4 

with the warmeſt devotion; and put himſelf and m 

his kingdoms under her protection. The renuncia- ful 

tion was publiſhed through the whole monarchy of the 

Spain; and the council of Caſtile refolved, That na 


Louis might aſſume the reigns of government without 
aſſembling the Cortez. The Engliſh miniſter at ati 


Paris was inſtructed to interpoſe in behalf of the abt 
French Proteſtants, againſt whom a ſevere edict had the 
been lately publiſhed; but his remonſtrances pro- Cl 
duced no eftect. England, in the mean time, was rec 
quite barren of ſuch events as deſerve a place in be: 
hiſtory. The government was now firmly eſtablifhed ph 
on the neck of oppoſition ; and commerce flouriſhed of 
even under the load of grievous impoſitions. [ru 

XX. The next Parliament, which met on the to 


twelfth day of November, ſeemed to be aſſembled Wit 
for no other purpoſe than that of eſtabliſhing funds 
for the expence of the enſuing year: yet the ſeſſion 
was diftinguiſhed by a remarkable incident : namely, 


the trial of the Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Chancel- Mi 
lor of England. This nobleman had connived at to 
certain venal pradtices touching the ſale of places, lar 
and the money of ſuitors depoſited with the Maſters of 
| of Chancery, ſo as to incur the general reproach of 10 
ttme nation. He found it neceſſary to reſign the gir 
great ſeal in the beginning of January. On the inq 
| | ninth day of the enſuing month, the King ſent a put 
meſlage to the Commons, importing, that his Ma- = 
jeſty having reaſon to apprehend that the ſuitors in 1c 
the Court of Chancery were in danger of loſing a con. ” 
ſiderable ſum of money, from the inſufficiency of 
ſome of the Maſters, thought himſelf obliged 1n up 


juſtice 
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| juſtice and compaſſion to the ſaid ſufferers, to take c HAP. 
the moſt ſpeedy and proper method the law would III. 
allow for inquiring into the ſtate of the Maſters' ©,,z,. 

accounts, and ſecuring their effects for the benefit of 
the ſuitors ; and his Majeſty having had ſeveral re- 

ts, laid before him, in purſuance of the directions 

be had given, had ordered the reports to be com- 
municated to the Houſe, that they might have as 
full and as perfect a view of this important affair as 

the ſhortneſs of the time, and the circumſtances and 
nature of the proceedings, would admit. = 

XXI. Theſe papers being taken into confider- 

ation, Sir George Oxenden obſerved, that enormous 
abuſes had crept into the high court of Chancery: 
that the crimes and nuſdemeanors of the late Lord 
Chancellor were many and various, but might be 
reduced to the following heads : that he had em- 
bezzled the eſtates and effects of many widows, or- 
phans, and lunaticks: that he had raiſed the offices 
of Maſters in Chancery to an exhorbitant price 
truſting in their hands large ſums of money belonging 

| to ſuitors, that they might be enabled to comply 

with his exorbitant demands; and that in ſeveral caſes 

he had made divers irregular orders. He therefore 

moved, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ſhould 

be impeached of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


— — — —— _— 


Mr. Pulteney moved, That this affair might be left 

N to the conſideration of a ſelect committee. Sir Wil- Annals. 

; lam Wyndham aſſerted, That in proceeding by way on 
of impeachment upon reports from above, they Parlis- 

f would make a dangerous precedent ; and ſeem to went. 


WH g< up the moſt valuable of their privileges, the 
: inqueſt after ſtate criminals. The queſtion being 
put, it was carried for the impeachment. The Earl 
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8 was accordingly impeached at the bar of the Upper . 
10 Houſe: a committee was appointed to prepare ar- Yi 
a ticles; and a bill was brought 1n, to indernnify the 170 
f Maſters in Chancery from the penalties of the law, 7 


upon diſcovering what conſideration they had paid 
| | ED for 
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B O © &for their admiſſion to their reſpective offices. The 


2; 


2724. 


trial laſted twenty days ; the Earl was convicted of 
fraudulent practices ; and condemned in a fine of 
thirty thoufand pounds, with impriſonment until 
that ſum ſhould be paid. He was immediately 
committed to the Tower where he continued about 
fix weeks ; but upon producing the money he was 
diſcharged : and Sir Peter King, now 'created Baron 
1 ſucceeded him in the office of Chan- 
cellor. | 


An. 15725, XXII. His Majeſty, on the eighth day of April, 


ve the Houſe of Commons to underſtand, that 

aving been engaged in ſome extraordinary expences, 
he hoped he ſhould be enabled to raiſe a ſum of 
money, by making uſe of the funds lately eſtabliſhed 
for the payment of the civil-liſt annuities, in order 
to diſchage the debts contracted in the civil go- 
verment. Mr. Pulteney, cofferer of the houſe- 
Hold, moved for an addreſs, That an account ſhould 
be laid before the Houſe of all monies paid for ſecret 
ſervice, penſions, and bounties, from the twenty- 


fifth day of March, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and one, to the twenty-fifth of the fame 
month in the preſent year. This addreſs being 
voted, a motion was made to conſider the King's 
meſſage. Mr. Pulteney urged, that this conſider- 
ation ſhould be poſtponed until the Houſe ſhould 
have examined the papers that were the ſubject of 
the addrefs. He expreſſed his ſurprize, that a debt 


amounting, to above five hundred thouſand pounds 


ſhould be. contracted in three years: he ſaid, he did 
not wonder that ſome perſons ſhould be ſo eager to 
make good the deficiencies of the civil-liſt, ſince 
they and their friends enjoyed ſuch a ſhare of that 
tevenue; and he defired to know, whether this was 
all that was due, or whether they ſhould expect an- 
other reckoning ? This gentleman began to be diſ- 


* 


_ fatisfied with the meaſures of the-miniſtry ; and his 


ſarcaſms were aimed at Mr. Walpole, who under- 


took 
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took the meſſage into conſideration, and paſſed a 


bill, enabling his Majeſty to raiſe a ſum, not ex- 1523. 


ceeding one million, by Exchequer bills, loans, or 


otherwiſe, on the credit of the deductions of ſix- 


pence per pound, directed by an act of Parliament 
of the ſeventh year of his Majeſty, and of the civil- 


lit revenues, at an intereſt not exceeding three 


pounds per cent. till repayment of the principal. 
XXIII. On the twentieth day of April, a peti- 
tion was preſented to the Houſe by Lord Finch, in 
behalf of Henry St. John, late Viſcount Boling- 
broke, praying that the execution' of the law 8 
teſpect ta his forfeitures might be ſuſpended, as 3 
don had ſuſpended it with reſpect to his life. Mr. 
Walpole ſignified to the Houſe, by his Majeſty's 
command, that, ſeven years before, the petitioner 


lad made his humble application and ſubmiſſion to 


the King, with aſſurances of duty, allegiance, and 
fidelity : that, from his behaviour ſince that time, 
his Majeſty was convinced of his being a fit object 
of. his mercy ; and conſented to his petitioning the 
Houſe. The 

declared himſelf fully ſatisfied, that the petitioner 


had ſufficiently atoned for his paſt offences; and 


therefore deſerved the favour of that Houle, fo far 
as to enable him to enjoy the family inheritance 


that was ſettled upon him, which he could not do 
by virtue of his Majeſty's pardon, without an act of 


Parliament. Lord Finch moved, that a bill might 
be brought in for this purpoſe, and was warmly . 
N by Mr. Methuen, comptroller of the houſe- 
hold, who repreſented Bolingbroke as a monſter of 
inquity. His remonſtrance was ſupported by Lord 
Willam Paulet and Mr. Onſlow : nevertheleſs, the 
bill was prepared, paſſed through both Houſes, and 


| teceived the Royal Aſſent. An act being paſſed for 


difarming the Highlanders of Scotland; another for 
regulating elections within the city * a 


took to anſwer his objections. The Commons c n a p. 


petition being read, Mr. Walpole 
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B Oo o kthird for reducing the intereſt of ſeveral Bank annyi. 
I. ties, together with ſome bills of a private nature, 
172 the Parliament was prorogued in May, after the 

King had, in the warmeſt terms of acknowledg. 

ment, expreſſed his approbation of their conduct. 

Then he appointed Lords-Juſtices to govern the 

nation in his abſence; and ſet out in June for his 

German dominions.* | 
XXIV. The tide of political intereſts on the 

continent had begun to flow in a new channel, ſo 

as to render ineffectual the mounds which his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty had raiſed by his multiplicity of 
negociations. Louis, the Spaniſh Monarch, dying 

Joon after his elevation to the throne, his father Phi- 

lip refumed the crown which he had refigned; and 

gave himſelf up ere, to the conduct of his 

Queen, who was a princeſs of indefatigable intrigue 

and inſatiate ambition. The Infanta, who had been 

married to Louis XV. of France, was ſo diſagree- 
able to her huſband, that the whole French na- 
tion began to be apprehenſive of a civil war, in 
conſequence of his dying without male iſſue: he 
| therefore determined, with the advice of his council, 
| to ſend back the Infanta as the nuptials had not 
been conſummated : and ſhe was attended to Madnd 
| by the Marquis de Montelone.“ The Queen of 
| Spain reſented this inſult offered to her daughter; 
and, in revenge, diſmiſſed Mademoiſelle de Beaujo- 
lois, one of the Regent's daughters, who had been 
betrothed to her ſon Don Carlos. As the congrels 
at Cambray had proved ineffectual, ſhe offered to 


On the fifth day of December the Princeſs of Wales was deliver. 
ed of a Princeſs, chriſtened by the. name of Loviſa, and eee 
married to the King of Denmark. She died December the nineteenth, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-one. / 1 

Immediately after the Seſſion of Parliament, the King revived the 
Order of the Bath, thirty- eight in number, including the . . 

William Bateman was created Baron of Calmore in Irelan * 
Viſcount Bateman; and Sir Robert Walpole, who. had been one o - 0 

\ _ revived Knights of the Bath, was now honoured with the Orde 
of the Garter. | „ ; 
| adjuſt 
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juſt her differences with the Emperor, under the c 11 4 Þ. 


ole mediation of Great-Britain. This was an ho- III. 
| nour which King George declined. He was averſe 
to any undertaking that might interrupt the har- 
mony ſubſiſting between him and the Court of Ver- 
failles ; and he had taken umbrage at the Empe- 
ror's refuſing to grant the inveſtiture of Bremen and 
Verden except upon terms which he did not chooſe 
to embrace. The peace between the Courts of Vienna 
ind Madrid, which he refuſed to mediate, was effect- 
ed by a private negociation, under the manage- 
ment of the Duke de Ripperda, a native of the 
States-General, who had renounced the Proteſtant 
religion, and entered into the ſervice of his Catho- 
lick Majeſty. - By two treaties, ſigned at Vienna in 
the month of April, the Emperor acknowledged. 
Philip as King of Spain and the Indies, promiſed 
that he would not moleſt him in the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe dominions that were ſecured to him by the 
teaty of Utrecht. Philip renounced all pretenſions 
to the dominions in Italy and the Netherlands, ad- 
judged to the Emperor by the treaty of London: 
Charles granted the inveſtiture of the dukedoms of 
Iuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, to the eldeſt ſon of 
the Queen of Spain, in default of heirs in tlie pre- 
lent poſſeſſors, as maſculine fiefs of the Empire. 
Spain became guarantee of the Auſtrian ſucceſſion, 
«cording to the pragmatick ſanction, by which the 
dominions of that Houſe were ſettled on the Empe- 
dor s heirs general, and declared to be a perpetual, 
ndvifible, and inſeparable feoffment of the primo- 
gemture. By the commercial treaty of Vienna, the 
Auſtrian ſubjects were entitled to advantages in trade 
wth Spain, which no other nation enjoyed. His 
Catholick Majeſty guaranteed the Oſtend Eaſt-India 
company; and agreed to pay an annual ſubſidy of 
four milliops of piaſtres to the Emperor. Great 
ums were remitted to Vienna: the Imperial forces 
kre augmented to a formidable number; and other 

| powers 
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B o O Kpowers were ſolicited to engage in this alliance, to 


II. 


1728 


which the Court of Peterſburgh actually acceded. 
XXV. The King of Great-Britain took the 
alarm. The Emperor and he had for ſome time 


treated each other with manifeſt coolneſs. He had 


reaſon to fear ſome attempts upon his German domi- 
nions ; and projected a defenſive treaty with France 


and Pruſſia. This alliance, limited to the term of 


fifteen years, was negociated and concluded at Han- 
over in the month of September. It implied a 
mutual guarantee of the dominions poſſeſſed by the 
contracting parties, their rights and privileges, thoſe 
of commerce in particular, and an engagement to 
33 ſatisfaction to the Proteſtants of Thorn, who 

ad lately been oppreſſed by the Catholicks, con- 
trary to the treaty of Oliva. The King having taken 
theſe precautions at Hanover, ſet out on his return 
for England; embarked at Helvoetſluys in the mid- 
dle of December; and after having been expoſed to 


the fury of a dreadful ſtorm, was landed with great 


difficulty at Rye, from whence he proceeded by land 
to London. The Parliament meeting on the twen- 
tieth day of the next month, he gave them to un- 
derſtand that the diſtreſſed condition of ſome of 
their Proteſtant brethren abroad, and the negocia- 
tions and engagements contracted by ſome foreign 
powers, which ſeemed to have laid the foundation 
of new troubles and diſturbances in Europe, and to 
threaten his ſubjects with the loſs of ſeveral of the 
moſt advantageous branches of their trade, had 


obliged him to concert with other powers ſuch mea- 


fares as might give a check to the ambitious views 
of thoſe who were endeavouring to render themſelves 
formidable ; and put a ſtop to the further progreſs 
of ſuch dangerous deſigns. He told them, that the 
enemies of his government were already very buly, 
by their inſtruments and emiſſaries in thoſe courts 
whofe meaſures ſeemed moſt to favour their purpoſes, 


g eee | n the cauſe of the Pre- 
in — and — tender. 


— 


OY 222.50 MmAAM St =». a mo uw 2 


GEORGE I. 


443 


tender. One ſees, at firſt ſight, that the intereſts of c x a p. 
Germany dictated the treaty of Hanover; but, in - 


order to ſecure the approbation of Great-Britain, 271 
upon which the ſupport of this alliance chiefly de- 
pended, it was judged neceſſary to inſert the articles 
relating to commerce and the Proteſtant religion, as 
if the engagement had been contracted purely for 
the advantage and glory of England. In a. word, 
the miniſtry began now to ring the changes upon a 
few words that have been repeated ever ſince, like 
cabaliſtical ſounds, by which the nation has been 
enchanted into a very dangerous. connection with 
the concerns of the continent. - They harangued, 
they inſiſted upon the machinations of the diſaffect- 
ed, the deſigns of a Popiſh Pretender, the Proteſ- 
tant intereſt, and the balance of power, until . theſe 
expreſſions became abſolutely terms of ridicule with 
every perfon of common ſenſe and reflection. The 
people were told, that the Emperor and the King of 
"a excluſive of the publick treaties concluded at 
Vienna, had entered into private engagements, im- 
porting, that the Imperialiſts ſhould join the Spa- 
wards in recovering Gibraltar and Port-Mahon by 
-force of arms, in caſe the King of England ſhould 
refuſe to reſtore them amicably, according to a ſo- 
lemn promiſe he had made: that a double marriage 
ſhonld take place between the two infants of Spain, 
and the two Archducheſſes of Auſtria; and that 
means ſhould be taken to place the Pretender on the 
throne of Great-Britain. RE 5 | 
{I XXVI. When the treaties of Vienna and Han- 
over fell under conſideration of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, Horatio Walpole, afterwards termed in de- 
nion, © the balance maſter,” opened the debate 
mth a long unanimated oration, giving a detail of 
the affairs of Europe ſince the treaty of Utrecht. 
He enumerated the barrier treaty, the convention 
for executing” that treaty, the defenſive alliance with 
the Emperor, the other with the Moſt Chriſtian 
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'BOOKKing and the States-General, another convention, 


II. 
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the quadruple alliance, the congreſs at Cambray, 
the treaty at Hanover, and that of Vienna. He 
explained the nature of each engagement. He ſaid, 
the main deſign of the treaty of commerce concluded 


between the Emperor and Spain, was to counte- 


nance and ſupport the Eaſt-India company eſia- 
bliſhed at Oftend, which interfered fo eſſentially 
with the Eaſt-India companies of England and Hol- 
land, and was directly contrary to ſeveral ſolemn 


treaties ſtill in force. He enlarged upon the danger 


to which the balance of power would be expoſed, 
ſhould the iſſue male of this projected marriage be- 
tween the Houſes of Auſtria and Spain ever poſſeſs 
the Imperial dignity and the kingdom of Spain to- 


| gether. The reader will take notice, that this very 


man was one of thoſe who exclaimed. againſt that 
article of the treaty of. Utrecht, which prevented. the 
power of thoſe two Houſes from being immediately 
united in the perſon of the Emperor. He did not 
forget to expatiate upon the pretended ſecret engage- 
ment concerning Gibraltar and Minorca; and the 


King's pious concern for the diſtreſſed Proteſtants 


of Thorn in Poland. In vain did Mr, Shippen 
urge, that the treaty of Hanover would engage the 
Britiſh nation in a war for the defence of the King's 
German  dominions, contrary to an expreſs provi- 
fion made in the act of limitation. Theſe arguments 
had loſt all weight. The oppoſition was ſo incon- 
ſiderable, that the miniſtry had no reaſon to be in 


pain about any meaſure they ſhould propoſe. An 


addreſs was voted and delivered to his Majeſty, ap- 
proving the alliance he had concluded at Hanover, 


in order to obviate and diſappoint the dangerous 


views and conſequences of the treaty of peace betwixt 
the Emperor and the King of Spain: and promiſing 
to ſupport his Majeſty againſt all inſults and attacks 
that ould be made upon any of his territones, 


though not belonging to the crown of Great 4 
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by the Houſe of Lords in a body. A bill was 
btought in, empowering the commiſſioners of the 
treaſury to compound with Mr. Richard Hamp- 
den, late treaſurer of the navy, for. a debt he owed 
to the Crown, amounting to eight- and-forty thou- 


ſand pounds. This deficiency was occaſioned by his 


embarking in the South-Sea- ſcheme. The King 
recommended his petition ;- and the Houſe com- 
plied with his requeſt, in conſideration of his great 
father, the famous John Hampden, who made 

; ſuch a noble ſtand againſt the arbitrary. meaſures of 

the firſt Charles. e E F< | 

. I. The malt-tax was found ſo grievous 

to Scotland, that the people refuſed to pay it, and 
riots were excited in different parts of the kingdom. 
At Glaſgow, the populace, armed with clubs and 
ſtaves, rifled the houſe of Daniel Campbell, their 
repreſentative in Parliament, who had vote for the 
bill; and maltreated ſome exciſemen, who at- 
tempted to take an account of the malt. General 
Wade, who commanded the forces in Scotland, had 
ſent two companies of ſoldiers, -under the command 
of Captain Buſhel, to prevent or appeaſe a diſturb- 
ance of this nature. That officer drew up his men 
in the ſtreet, where they were pelted with ſtones by 
the multitude, which he endeavoured to diſperſe by 
firing among them without ſhot. This expedient 
failing, he ordered his men to load their pieces with 
ball, and at a time when the magiſtrates were ad- 
vancing towards him in a body, to aſſiſt him with 
their advice and influence, he commanded the ſol- 
diers to fire four different ways, without the ſanction 
of the civil authority. About twenty perſons were 
killed or wounded on this occaſion. The people 
ſeeing ſo many victims fall, were exaſperated beyond 
all ſenſe of danger. They began to. procure arms, 
and breathed nothing but defiance and revenge. 
Buſhel thought proper to retreat to the. caſtle of 
Dumbarton; 


; AA5 
tan. An addreſs of the ſame kind was prefentedc HAP. 
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Bo OK Dumbarton; and was purſued above five miles by 
I. the enraged multitude. General Wade being in- 
1725. formed of this tranſactien, aſſembled a body of 

forces; and being accompanied by Duncan Forbes, 

— Lord advocate, took poſſeſſion of Glaſgow. The 

Debates in Magiſtrates .were. apprehended, and conveyed pri- 

Parliam. ſoners to Edinburgh, where the Lords Juſticiary 

Rin. having taken cognizaneę gf the affair, declared them 

Tindal. innocent; ſo that they were immediately diſcharged. 

Buſhel was tried for murther, convicted, and con- 
demned: but inſtead of undergoing the penalties 
of the law, he was indulged with a pardon, and 
promoted in the ſervice. Daniel Campbell having 
petitioned to the Houſe of Commons, that he 
might be indemnified for the damage he had ſuſ- 
tained from the rioters, a bill paſſed in his favour, 
granting him a certain ſum to be raiſed from an 
impoſition laid upon all the beer and ale brewed in 
the city of Glaſgow. The malt-tax was ſo ſenſibly 
felt in Scotland, that the convention of the Royal 
burghs preſented a remonſtrance againſt it, as a 
_ grievous” burthen, which their country could not 
bear: petitions to the ſame. purpoſe were delivered 
to the Commons from different ſhires in that king- 
An. 2726. dom.“ On the twenty-fourth day of March, the 
King ſent a meſſage to the Houſe by Sir Paul Me- 
thuen, deſiring an extraordinary ſupply, that he 
might be able to augment his maritime force, and 
concert ſuch other meaſures as ſhould be neceſſary 
in the preſent conjuncture. A debate enſued; but 
the- majority complied with the demand. Some 
members in the Upper Houſe complained that the 


*.The Duke of Wharton having conſumed his fortune in riot and 
extravagance, repaired to the Court of Vienna, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Rome, and offered his ſervice to the Pretender. There he re- 
ceived the Order of the Garter, and the title of Duke of Northumber- 
land, He was ſent by the Chevalier de St. George with credentials to 
the Court of Madrid, where he abjured the Proteſtant religion, _ 
ried a lady of the Queen of Spain's bed-chamber, and obtained t 
rank and appointment of a Lieutenant-Colone] in the Spaniſh ſervice. 


meſſage 
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nellage was not ſent to both Houſes of Parliament, CHAP, 


ind this ſuggeſtion gave riſe to another debate, in 
which Lord Bathurſt and others made ſome melan- 
choly reflections upon the ſtate of inſignificance to 
nich the Peers of England were reduced. Such 
rxmarks, however, were very little minded by the 


Il oppoſition. The ſupplies, ordinary and extra- 
adinary, being granted, with every thing elſe which 


iſmiſſed the Parliament on the twenty-fourth day 
May. 

XXVII. By this time Peter the Czar of Muſ- 
ovy was dead, and his Empreſs Catharine had ſuc- 
ded him on the Ruffian throne. This Princeſs 
hd begun to aſſemble forces in the neighbourhood 
« Peterſburgh ; and to prepare a formidable arma- 
nent for a naval expedition. King George, con- 
tuding that her deſign was againſt Sweden, ſent a 
hong ſquadron into the Baltick, under the com- 
und of Sir Charles Wager, in order to anticipate 
ter views upon his allies. The Englith fleet being 
fined at Copenhagen by a Daniſh ſquadron, 
umed the Court of Ruſſia, which immediately 
med orders for reinforcing the garriſons of Wi- 
wourg, Cronſtot, Revel, and Riga. The Engliſh 
Wnuiral, having had an audience with his Swediſh 
llacfty, ſteered towards Revel, and ſent thither a 


tain to the Czarina. This was an expoſtulation, 
dstich his Majeſty obſerved, that he and his allies 
wuld not fail of being alarmed at her great pre- 
Kations by ſea and land. He complained that 


le Pretender : that his repeated inſtances for. eſta- 
A been treated with neglect ; and he gave her to 


Merftand, that he had ordered his Admiral to 
bas SH | prevent 


niniftry ; who had obtained a complete victory over 


e Court thought proper to aſk, and ſeveral bills 
aſſed for the regulation of civil economy, the King 


leutenant, with a letter from the King of Great- 


teafures had been taken at her Court in favour of 


liſhing a laſting friendſhip with the Crown of Ruſſia 


4 
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B O o E prevent her ops from coming out of her harbour; . 
II. ſhould ſhe perfi 


R's { in her reſolution to execute the 
" x726; defigns ſhe had projected. The Czarina, in her 
anſwer to the King, expretled her ſurprize that ſhe 
had not received his Majeſty's letter until his fleet 
was at anchor before Revel, ſince it would have 
been more agreeable to the cuſtom eſtabliſhed 
among Sovereigns, and to the amity which had fo 
long ſubſiſted between her kingdoms and the crow 
of Great-Britain, to expoſtulate with her on her ar 


mament, and expect her anſwer, before he had hei 
proceeded to ſuch an offenſive meaſure. Sh te f 
aſſured him that nothing was farther from hei by t 
thoughts than any deſign to diſturb the peace of thei Vera 
North; and with regard to the Pretender, it was ai belo! 
frivolous and ſtale accuſation, which had been fre nan 
quently uſed as a pretext to cover all the unkind (iepyM my 
lately taken againſt the Ruflian empire. Sir Charle until 
Wager continued in his ſtation until he received certain by tl 
intelligence that the Ruſſian gallies were laid up i lips 
their winter harbour: then he ſet fail for the coaſt of office 
Denmark, from whence he returned to England ii the d 
the month of November. | | ad n 
 $ XXIX. King George, that he might not ſeen ud h 
to convert all his attention to the affairs of the North ſO ha 
had equipped two other ſquadrons, one of which wa lng! 
deſtined fr the Weſt-Indies, under the commanqQ ped 
of Admiral Hoſier: the other, conducted by Si say, 


John Jennings, having on. board a body of land ht 
forces, ſailed from St. Helen's on the twentieth da ben 
of July, entered the bay of St. Antonio, then Vl 
fited Liſbon, from whence he directed his courſe t 
the Bay of Bulls near Cadiz, and cruiſed off Cap 
St. Mary's, ſo as to alarm the coaſt of Spain, and 


fill Madrid with conſternation. ' Yet he committee tren. 
no ac of hoſtility: but was treated with great civil" X 
by the Spaniſh Governor of Cadiz, who ſuppliehad th 
him with refreſhments: Rear-Admiral Hoſier, wid th 


ſeven ſhips of war, had failed in April forthe 5 ani 
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gleons in the port of that country; or ſhould 


they preſume to come out, to ſeize and bring them 16. 


to England. Before his arrival at the Baſtimentos, 
near Porto. Bello, the treaſure, conſiſting of above 
ix millions ſterling, had been unloaded, and carried 
back to Panama, in purſuance of an order ſent by 
n advice-boat, which had the ſtart of Hoſier. This 
Admiral lay inactive on that ſtation, until he became 
the jeſt of the Spaniards. He returned to Jamaica, 
chere he found means to reinforce his crews ; then 


by this time ſeized the Engliſh South-ſea Ship at La 
Vera-Cruz, together with all the veſſels and effects 
belonging to that company. Hoſier in vain de- 
mnded reſtitution : he took ſome Spaniſh ſhips by 
my of repriſal, and continued cruiſing in thoſs ſeas 
util the greater part of his men periſhed deplorably 
by the diſeaſes of that unhealthy climate, and his 
ſhips were totally ruined by the worms. This brave 
alicer being reſtricted by his orders from obeying 
te dictates of his courage, ſeeing his beſt officers 
ad men daily ſwept off by an outrageous diſtemper, 
ad his ſhips N to inevitable deſtruction, 1s ſaid 
b have died of a broken heart; while the people of 
lagland loudly clamoured againſt this unfortunate 
apcdition, in which fo many lives were thrown 
Way, and ſo much money expended, without the 
aſt advantage to the nation. It ſeems to have 
ſeen a mean piratical ſcheme to rob the Court of 
Jun of its expected treaſure, even while a peace 
uſted between the two nations. The miniſtry of 
Crezt-Britain indeed alledged, that the Spaniſh 
Lig had entered into engagements in fayour of the 
tender, | 
\XXX. The Dukes of Ormond and Wharton, 
ad the Earl Mariſchal, were certainly at Madrid; 
ad the Duke de Ripperda, now prime-miniſter of 
n, dropped fome expreſſions to the Engliſh en- 
FOL, 11, G G | Vvoy, 


le ſtood over to Carthagena. The Spaniards had 


449 
Weſt-Indies, with inſtructions to block up the c H Ap. 


III. 


40 
B O O E voy, that implied ſome ſuch defign, which, how- 


We | 


1726. 


afterwards made his eſcape, and ſheltered himſelf in 


violation of the law of nations, which the Spaniſh 
- miniſters endeavoured to excuſe. Memorials and 


whom he contracted new engagements. 


the Britiſh Parliament was opened with a long, ela. 


the ſecret offenſive alliance concluded between them 
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ever, the Court of Madrid poſitively denied. Rip. 
perda, as a foreigner, fell a ſacrifice to the jealouſy 
of the Spaniſh miniſters. He was ſuddenly diſmiſſed 
from his emplayments, with a penfion of three 
thouſand piſtoles. He forthwith took refuge in the 
houſe of Vandermeer the Dutch Ambaſlador, who 
was unwilling to be troubled with ſuch a gueſt, He 
therefore conveyed the Duke in his coach to the 
houſe of Colonel Stanhope, the Britiſh miniſter, 
whoſe protection he craved and obtained. Never- 
theleſs, he was dragged from thence by force, and 
committed priſoner to the caſtle of Segovia. He 


England, from the reſentment of his Catholick 
Majeſty. Colonel Stanhope complained of this 


tetters paſſed between the two courts; and every 
thing tended to a rupture. The King of Spain 
purchaſed ſhips of war; began to make preparations 
for ſome important undertaking ; and aſſembled an 
army of twenty thouſand men at St. Roch, on pre- 
tence of rebuilding the old caſtle of Gibraltar, Mean- 
while the States-General and the King of Sweden 
acceded to the treaty of Hanover: but the King of 
Pruffia, though his Majeſty's ſon-in-law, was de- 
tached from the Alliance by the Emperor, with 


SXXXI. On the ſeventeenth day of January, 


borate ſpeech, importing that the proceedings and 
tranſactions of the Emperor and King, of Spain, an 


had Jaid the foundation of a moſt. exorbitant and 
formidable power : that they were directly levelle 
againſt the moſt valuable and darling intereſts and 
privileges of the Engliſh nation, which muſt eithel 
give up Gibraltar ta Spain, and acquieſce in thi 

"> 'Empero! 
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Emperor's uſurped exerciſe of commerce, or reſolvecn ap 
vigorouſly to defend their undoubted rights againſt III. 
thoſe reciprocal engagements, contracted in defiance 
and violation of all national. faith, and the moſt 
ſolemn treaties. He aſſured them, that one of 
thoſe ſecret articles was, the placing the Pretender 
on the throne of Great-Britain : and another the 
conqueſt of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon. He affirm- 
ed that thoſe combinations extended themſelves 
into Ruſſia; and that the Engliſh fleet ſeaſonably 
prevented ſuch deſigns as would have opened a way 0 
to the invaſion of theſe kingdoms. He exhorted 7 
the Commons to grant ſuch ſupplies as ſhould be 1 
neceflary for the defence of their country, and for : A. 
making good his engagements with the allies of 1 
Great-Britain. He told them, that the King of 1 
Spain had ordered his miniſter reſiding in England 
to quit the kingdom; and that he had left a memo- 
nal little ſhort of a declaration, in which he inſiſted 115 
upon the reſtitution of Gibraltar. He did not fail 1 
to touch the energetick ſtrings which always moved Phe 
their paſſions ; the balance of power in Europe, the 11 
ſecurity of the Britiſh commerce, the deſigns of a 1 
-Popiſh Pretender, the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, 
the religion, liberties, and properties of a Proteſtant 
ople. Such addreſſes of thanks were penned in 
Houſes as the miniſters were pleaſed to dictate : 
jet not without oppoſition from a minority, which 
was far from being formidable, though headed by 
chiefs of uncommon talents and reſolution. - The 
Commons voted twenty thouſand ſeamen, befides 
Hand- twenty thouſand three hundred and eighty- 
three men for the land- ſervice; and, to defray the 
extraordinary expence, a land- tax of four ſhillings in 
the pound was granted. 
XXII. The Houſe of Lords having taken 
nto conſideration the letters and memorials between 
the miniſters of Great-Britain, France, and Spain, 
ad the papers relating to the acceſſion of the States- 
5 G G2 General 
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B O O K General to the treaty of Hanover, a warm debate 
II. enfued. Lord Bathurſt took notice, that the ac- 
cCeſion of the States-General to the treaty was upon 
condition that this their act ſhould be approved and 
ratified by the King of Great-Britain, the moſt 
Chriftian King, and the King of Pruffia; but that 
the miniſter of his Pruſſian Majeſty had refuſed to 
fign the act of acceſſion, which was therefore of no 
effect: that if the Court of France ſhould, for the 
ſame reaſon think itſelf diſengaged from the Han- 
over alliance, Britain atone would be obliged to 
bear the burthen of an expenſive war againſt two of 
the greateſt potentates of Europe. He ſaid he could 
not lee any juſt reaſon for a rupture with Spain: that 
indeed the Duke de Ripperda might have dropped 
{ome 1indiſcrect. expreſſions ; he was known to be 2 
man of violent temper; and he had been ſolemnly 
difavowed by. his Catholick Majeſty : that, in the 
memorial left by the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, he imputed 
tne violent ſtate of affairs between the two Crowns 
to the miniſters of England; and mentioned a po- 
ſitive promiſe made by the King of Great-Britain for 
the reſtitution of Gibraltar: that methods of accom- 
modation might be tried, before the kingdom enga- 
ged in a war which muſt be attended with dangerous 
confequences : that a nation was loaded with a 
debt of fifty millions ; and, in order to maintain ſuch 
a war, would be obliged to raiſe ſeven millions 
yearly ; an annual ſum by which the people would 
foon be exhaufted. He obſerved, that in ſome 
papers laid before the Houſe, mention was made 
of great ſums diſiributed in divers places, to bring 
certain meaſures to bear. He declared, that for 
his own part, he had touched neither Spaniſh nor 
Engliſh gold; he was neither a Spaniard nor 4 
Frenchman, but a true Engliſhman, and ſo long 
as he had the honour to fit in that Houſe, he would 
ſpeak and act for the good of his country. He 


therefore defired their Lordſhips ſeriouſly to = 


2 
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ider the matter before them, which was of the laſt c H Ap. 
conſequence and importance to the whole nation. III. 
He ſaid nothing could be gained by the war, thould 1516. 
it prove ſucce! sful: and every thing would be loſt 
ſhould it be unproſperous. He was anſwered by 

Lord Townſhend, who affirmed that his Majeſty 

had received poſitive and certain information with 
reſpe&t to the ſecret article of alliance between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, in favour of the Pre- 

tender, though the ſafety of the State did not per- 

mit him to lay theſe advices before the Parliament, 

After much altercation, the majority reſolved, that 

the meaſures his Majeſty had thought fit to take, 

were honourable, juſt, and neceſſary for preventing 

the execution of the dangerous engagement entered 

into in favour of the Pretender: for preſerving the 
dominions belonging to the Crown of .Great- 
Britain by ſolemn treaties, and particularly thoſe 

of Gibraltar and the iſland of Minorca; and for 
mantaining to his people their moſt valuable 

nghts and privileges of commerce, and the, peace 

and tranquillity of Europe. Seventeen Lords en- 
tered a proteſt againſt this reſolution. Diſputes of 

e fame nature aroſe from the ſame ſubject in the 

Lower Houſe. Lord Townſhend had affirmed in 

ide Houſe of Peers, that no promiſe of reſtoring 
Gibraltar had been made: Sir Robert Walpole 
owned ſuch a promiſe in the Houſe of Commons: 

4 motion was made for an addreſs, defiring theſe 
engagements might be laid before the Houſe : an- 
other member moved for a. copy of the memorial 
preſented by Mr. Pointz to the King of Sweden, 

nd for the ſecret offenſive article between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid: a third motion was 7 
made to addreſs the King for ſuch memorials and 
preſentations from the Courts of Sweden and Den- 
mark, as induced him, in the courſe of the pre- 
(ding year, to _ ſquadron to the Baltick. 3 n 
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B Oo o Kthe account of the money granted for the ſervice of 


. 
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the laſt year, there was an article of one hundred 
and twenty-five thouſand pounds charged in general 
terms as iſſued out for other engagements and ex- 
pences over and above ſuch as were ipecified, Mr. 
Pulteney moved for an addreſs on this ſubject ; but 
each of theſe motions was rejected on a diviſion : and 
the majority concurred. in an addreſs of thanks to 
his Majeſty, for the great wiſdom of his conduct. 
They exprefled the moſt 'implicit confidence in his 
goodneſs and diſcretion : they promiſed to, ſupport 
him in all ſuch further meaſures as he ſhoyld find 
neceſſary and expedient, for preventing a rupture, 
as well as for conſulting the honour and. advantage 
of theſe kingdoms. 
$ XXXIII. His Majeſty's ſpeech gaye ſuch um- 
brage to the Court of Vienna, that Mr, Palms, the 
Imperial reſident at London, was ordered to preſent 
a warm memorial to the King, and afterwards to 
publiſh it to the whole nation. In this bold remon- 
ſtrance, the King was charged with having declared 
from the throne, as certain and undoubted facts, 
ſeveral things that were either wreſted, miſrepre- 
ſented, or void 'of all foundation. The memoridliſ 
ed, that the treaty of Vienna was built on the 
l alliance: that the treaty of commerce was 
calculated to promote the mutual and lawful advan- 
tages of the ſubjects, of both parties, agreeably ta 
the law of nations; and in no,reſpe& prejudicul to, 
the Britiſh nation. He declared, that there was ng 
offenſive alliance. ect between the twq Crowns: 
that the ft article. 55 to the lernen 
was an, abel {chood': the. in ſinuation with 
reſpe&, to the fi 5 f Eiben Was 5 17 un 
his maſter Lane made no engagements with the 
King _ Spain, bu 15 85 AS. were eite In, the betray 
communic to Ay Britangick Majeſty. II {al 
however, pion hoſtili ities notoriouſiy er in 


the Wel. nale, and elſewhere, againſt the 1 
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Spain, in violation of treaties, ſeemed to juſtify c HA P. 
that Prince's undertaking the ſiege of Gibraltar. III. 
Finally, he demanded, in the name of his Imperial 516. 


Majeſty, ſuitable reparation for the injury his honour 
had ſuſtained from ſuch calumnious imputations. 
Boch Houſes of Parliament expreſſed their indigna- 
tion at the inſolence of this memorial, in an addreſs 
to his Majeſty; and Mr. Palms was ordered to de- 
part the kingdom. Virulent declarations were pre- 
ſented by the miniſters of the Emperor and the King 
of Great-Britain to the diet of the Empire at Ra- 
tiſbon ; and ſuch perſonal reflections retorted between 
theſe two potentates, that all hope of reconciliation 
vaniſhed. On. | 

dC XXXIV. King George, in order to ſecure him- 
ſelf againſt the impending ſtorm, entered into more 
fin engagements with the French King; and agreed 
to pay fifty thouſand pounds for three years to the 
King of Sweden, in conſideration of that Prince's 
holding in readineſs a body of ten thouſand troops 
for the occaſions of the alliance. He concluded a 
freſh treaty with the King of Denmark,. who pro- 
miſed to furniſh a certain number of auxiliaries, on 
account of a large ſubſidy granted by the King of 
France. The proportions of troops to be ſent into 
the field in caſe of a rupture, were aſcertained. 
His Britannick Majeſty engaged for four-and-twenty 
thouſand men, and a ſtrong ſquadron to be ſent 
into the Baltick. He made a convention with the 
Prince of Hefſe-Cafſel, who undertook to provide 
eight thouſand infantry, and four thouſand horſe, in 
conſideration of ſeventy-four thouſand pounds, to 
be paid by Great Britain immediately, and fifty 
thouſand pounds more in caſe the troops ſhould be 


required, beſide their pay and ſubſiſtence, Such Banale 
was the fruit of all the alliances ſo induſtnouſly Partiam, 


planned fince the acceſſion of King George to the Tindal. 


throne of Great-Britain. In the day of his trouble, hr Ad. 
the king of Pruſſia, who had. eſpouſed his daughter, rals. 
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BOOK deſerted his intereſt ; and the States-General flood | 
aloof. For the ſecurity of his German dominions 
1726. he had recourſe to the King of France, who was a | 


conſe 
ſerve 
hame 


An. 1727. 


precarious ally ; to the Kings of Sweden and Den- 
mark, and the principality of Heſſe-Caſſel: but 
none of theſe powers would contribute their aſſiſtance 
without being gratified with exorbitant ſubſidies, 


though the danger was common, and the efforts 


ought to have been equal. Inſtead of allies, they 
profeſſed themſelves mercenaries. Great-Britain 
paid them for the defence of their own dominions : 
ſhe, moreover, undertook to maintain a powerful 
fleet for their ſafety. Is their any Briton ſo weak 
as to think, or ſo fool-hardy as to affirm, that this 

was a Britiſh quarrel? | 
$ XXXV. For the ſupport of thoſe expenſive 
treaties, Mr. Scroope, ſecretary of the Treaſury, 
moved in the Houſe of Commons, that in the malt- 
tax bill they ſhould inſert a clauſe of appropriation, 
empowering the King to apply ſuch ſums as ſhould 
be neceſſary for defraying the expences and engage- 
ments which had been, or ſhould be made betore 
the twenty-fifth day of September, in concerting 
| ſuch Meaſures. as he ſhould think moſt conducive to 
| the ſecurity of trade, and reſtoring the peace of 
Europe. To little purpoſe did the members in the 
oppoſition urge, { a this method of aſking and 
granting ſupplies was unparliamentary : that ſuch a 
clauſe would render ineffectual that appropriation of 
the publick money, which the wiſdom of all Parlia- 
ments had thought a neceflary ſecurity againſt miſ- 
application, which was the more to be feared, as no 
proviſion was made to call any perſon to account for 
the money that ſhould be diſpoſed of by virtue of 
this clauſe: that great ſums had already been 
granted : that ſuch an unlimited power ought never 
to be given in a free Government: that ſuch confi- 
dence in the Crown might, through the influence 0 
evil miniſters, be attended with the moſt dangerous 
| FR conſequences: 
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ſerred, but by a ſtrict adherence to thoſe eſſential par- 
ſamentary forms of granting ſupplies upon eſtimates, 
and of appropriating theſe ſupplies to ſervices and oc- 
afons publickly avowed and judged neceſſary: that 


ch clauſes, if not ſeaſonably checked, would become 


{ frequent, as in time to lodge in the Crown and in 
the miniſters, an abſolute and uncontrolable power 
ofraifing money upon the people, which by the con- 
fitution is, and with ſafety can only be, lodged in 
the whole legiſlature. 'The motion was carried, the 
dauſe added, and the bill paſſed through the other 
Houſe without amendment, though not without 
 opoſition. Notwithſtanding this vote of credit, 
Sir William Yonge moved, that towards the ſupply 
ganted to the King, the ſum of three hundred and 
krenty thouſand pounds ſhould be raiſed by loans 
m Exchequer-bills, to be charged on the ſurplus 
o the duties on coal and culm, which was reſerved 


for the Parliament's diſpoſal. Though this motion 


ms vigorouſly oppoſed by Sir Joſeph Jekyl and 
Mr. Pulteney, as a dangerous deviation from ſeveral 
tes and acts of Parliament, by which the exceedings 


af the publick funds were appropnated to the diſ- 
charge of the national debt, or to the increaſe of 


the ſinking funds, it was carried by the majority. 

{IXXXVI. On the fifteenth day of May the Par- 
lament was prorogued, after the King had acknow- 
kdged their zeal, liberality, and diſpatch ; and given 
em to underſtand, that the ſiege of Gibraltar was 
«ually begun. The trenches were opened before 
tis fortreſs on the eleventh day of February, by the 
Conde de las Torres, at the head of twenty thouſand 
nen. The place was well provided for a defence; 
ad the old Earl of Portmore, who was Governor, 
mbarked with a reinforcement from England, 
nder convoy of a fleet commanded by Sir Charles 
Nager. He arrived at Gibraltar in the beginning 
c April, where he landed - the dere with a great 


quantity 
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BOOK quantity of ammunition, warlike ſtores, and four. 


II. 


and-· twenty pieces of cannon. At the ſame time, fixe 


1527. hundred men arrived from Minorca ; ſo that the gar. 


riſon amounted to fix thouſand, plentifully ſupplied 
with, freſh, proviſions from the coaſt of Barbary, and 
treated the efforts of the beſiegers with great con- 
tempt. The States-General, being apprehenſive 
of an attempt upon their barrier in the Netherlands, 
deſired the King would hold in readineſs the ten 
thouſand auxiliaries ſtipulated in the treaty. Theſe 
were immediately prepared for embarkation, and 
the forces of England were augmented with thirty 
new raiſed companies. Sir John Norris ſet fail 
with a powerful fleet for the Baltick, and was joined 
by a. Daniſh ſquadron: but the Czarina dying on 
the ſeventeenth day of Mav, he had no occaſion to 
commit hoſtilities, as the Ruſſian armament was 
laid aſide. | 
CXXXVII. Meanwhile the powers at variance, 
though. extremely, irritated againſt cach other, were 
all, equally averſe to a war that might again embroil 
all Europe. The King of France. interpoſed: his 
mediation, which was conducted by the Duke de 
Richlieu, his Ambaſſador at Vienna. Plans and 
counterplans of pacification were propoſed between 
the two Crowns and the allies, At length, all parties 


agreed to, twelve preliminary articles, which were 


ned in May at Paris, by the Miniſters of the Ha- 
noverian alliance, and afterwards at Vienna, by the 
Imperial and Spaniſh Ambaſſadors. Theſe imported, 
that hoſilities, ſhould. immediately ceaſe : that the 
charter of the Oſtend company ſhould be ſuſpended 
for ſeven years: and that a congreſs ſhould in four 
months be opened at Aix-la-Chapelle, for adjaſting 
all, differences, and conſolidating the. peace of Eu- 
rope. This.congreſs was afterwards. transferred to 
Soiflons, for the conveniency of the French miniſter, 
whoſe preſence was neceſſary at Court. The fiege 


of Gibraltar was raiſed, after it had laſted four 
| | maonths, 
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number of men by ſickneſs, while the garriſon ſuſ- 
tained very little damage, The Court of Madrid, 
however, ſtarted ſome new dithculties, and for ſome 
time would not conſent to the reſtitution of the South- 
Sea ſhip, which had been detained at La Vera-Cruz, 
in the Weſt-Indies; ſo that Sir Charles Wager con- 
tinued to cruiſe on the coaſt of Spain: but theſe 
objections were removed in the ſequel. 


( XXXVIII. King George, having appointed a 


regency, embarked at Greenwich, on the third day 
of June, and landing in Holland on the ſeventh, 


ſet out on his journey to Hanover. He was ſud- 


denly ſeized with a paralytick diſorder on the road: 


he forthwith loſt the faculty of ſpeech, became le- 


thargick, and was conveyed: in a ſtate of inſenſibility 
to Oſnabruck. There he. expired on Sunday the 
eleventh day of June, in the ſixty-eighth year of 
his age, and in the thirteenth of his reign.— George I, 


was plain and ſimple in his perſon and addreſs, grave 
and compoſed. in his. deportment, though, eaſy, fa- 
miliar, and facetious in his hours of relaxation. Be- 


fore he aſcended the throne of Great-Britain, he had 
acquired the character of a circumſpect General, a 
juſt and merciful Prince, a wiſe politician, who per- 
fectly underſtood, and ſteadily purſued, his own in- 
tereſt. With theſe qualities, it cannot be doubted 
but that he came to England extremely well diſpoſed 
to govern his new ſubjects according to the maxims 
of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the genius of the 
people; and if ever he ſeemed to deviate from theſe 
principles, we may take it for granted that he was 
miſled by the venal ſuggeſtions of a miniſtry whoſe 
power and influence were founded on corruption *. 


George I. married the Princeſs Sophia Dorothy, daughter and 
heireſs of the Duke of Zell, by whom he had King George II. and 
the late Queen of Pruſſia, The King's body was conveyed to Hanover, 
and interred among his anceſtors. From the death of Charles II. to 
this period, England had made a conſiderable figure in every branch of 

erature, Dr, Atterbury and Dr. Clarke diſtinguiſhed themſelves 

| in 
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B O O kin divinity=Mr. Whiſton wrote in defence of Arianiſm—Jehn 
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Locke ſhone forth the great reſtorer of human reaſon—the Earl of 
Shafteſbury raiſed an elegant, though feeble, ſyſtem of moral philo- 
ſophy Berkeley, afterwards Biſhop of Cloyne in Ireland, ſurpaſſed 
all his contemporaries in ſubtlety and variety in metaphyſical argu. 
ments, as well as in the art of deduction—Lord Bolingbroke's talents 
as a metaphyſician have been gueſtioned ſince his poſthumous works 
appeared—great progreſs was made in mathematicks and aſtronomy, 
by Wallis, Halley, and Flamſtead—the art of medicine owed ſome 
valuable improvements to the claſſical Dr. Friend, and the elegant 
Dr. Mead. Among the poets of this æra we number John Philips, 
author of a didactick poem, called Cyder, a performance of real 
merit; he lived and died in obſcurity—William Congreve, celebrated 
for his comedies, which are not ſo famous for ſtrength of character 
and power of humour, as for wit, elegance, and regularity—Van. 
burgh, who wrote with more nature and fire, though with far leſs art 
and preciſion— Steele, who in his comedies ſucceſsfully engrafted 
modern characters on the ancient drama— Fa quhar, who drew his 
pictures from fancy rather than from nature, and whoſe chief merit 
conſiſts in the agreeable pertneſs and vivacity of his dialogue—Addi- 
ſon, whoſe fame as a poet greatly exceeded his genius, which was 
cold and enervate ; though he yielded to none in the character of an 
eſſayiſt, either for ſtyle or matter—Swift, whoſe muſe ſeems to have 


| been mere miſanthropy, he was a cynick rather than a poet, and his 


natural dryneſs and fartaſtick ſeverity would have been unpleaſing, had 
not he qualified them, by adopting the extravagant humour of Lucian 
and Rabelais—Prior, lively, familiar, and amuſing— Rowe, ſolemn, 
florid, and declamatory. Pope, the Prince of lyrick poetry; unri- 
valled in ſatire, ethicks, and poliſhed verſification—the agreeable Parnel 
the wild, the witty, and the whimſical Garth=-Gay, whole fablcs 
may vie with thoſe of La Fontaine, in native humour, eaſe, and ſim- 
plicity, and whoſe genius for paſtoral was truly original. Dr. Bentley 
flood foremoſt in the liſt of criticks and commentators. Sir Chriſtopher 
Wren raiſed fome noble monuments of architecture. The molt re- 
mackable political writers were Davenant, Hare, Swift, Steciey Addi- 
ſon, Bolingbroke, and Trenchard. | g | 


CHAP, 


GEORGE II. 


CHAP. N. 


J. George II. aſcends the throne of Great-Britain. 
II. Characters of the principal perſons concerned in 
the miniſtry. & III. Debates in Parliament concern- 
ing the civil-liſt. & IV. Changes and promotions. 
V. New Parliament. & VI. Violent diſpute con- 
cerning the national debt. & VII. Vote of credit. 


VIII. A double marriage between the Houſes of 


Spain and 2 IX. Liberality of the Com- 
mons. \ 

and Wolfenbuttle. & XI. Commuttee for inſpecling 
the gaols. & XII. Addreſs touching the Spaniſh de- 
predations. & XIII. A fam voted to the King on 
account of arrears due on the civil-liſt revenue. 


XIV. Proceedings in the Houſe of Lords. XV. 
Wiſe conduct of the Iriſh Parliament. & XVI. Ab- 


dication of the King of Sardima. Death of Pope 


Benedi4 XIII. XVII. Subflance of the King's 

ſpeech to both Houſes. & XVIII. Ohections to the 

treaty of Seville in the Houſe of Lords. \ XIX. Op- 

tion in the Lower Houſe to a flanding army. 

XX. Bull prohibiting loans to foreign Princes or 

Slates, XXI. Charter of the Eaft-India Com- 

pany prolonged. & XXII. The Emperor reſents the 

treaty of Seville. & XXIII. Seven Indian Chiefs 

arrive in England. Revolution at Conſtantinople. 

XXIV. England infeſted with robbers, aſſaſſms, 

and mcendiaries. & XXV. Bill againſt penſioners, 

jung as members in the Houſe of Commons. 

\ XXVI. Treaty of Vienna. XXVII. Death 

of the Duke of Parma. & XXVIII. Don Carlos 

takes poſſeſſion of his territories. & XXIX. France 
 dfiratted by religious diſputes. & XXX. The mi- 
mfiry violently oppoſed in Parliament. ) XXXI. De- 

late on a flanding army. & XXXII. Account of 

the Charitable Corporation. & XXXIII. Revival of 
rs | | the 


X. Debates on the ſubſidies of Heſſe- Caſſel 
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the ſalt-tav. & XXXIV. Mr. Pulleney's name ftlruck 
out of the lift of Privy-counſellors. & XXXV. The 
King ſets out for Hanover. 
4 the acceſſion of George II. the nation 
had great reafon to wiſh for an alteration 
The publick debt, notwithſtanding 
the boaſted economy and management of the mi- 
niſters ; notwithſtanding the ſinking fund, which had 
been èxtolled as a growing treaſure ſacred to the diſ- 
charge of national cum mbc, was now increaſed 
to fifty millions two hundred ſixty- one thouſand two 
hundred and ſix pounds, nineteen ſhillings, eight 
pence three farthings. The kingdom was bewil- 
dered in a labyrinth of treaties and conventions, by 
which 1t ſtood engaged in pecuniary ſubſidies to 
many powers upon the continent, with whom its 
real intereſts could never be connected. The wealth 
of the nation had been laviſhed upon thoſe foreign 


connections, upon unneceſſary wars, and fruitleſs ex- 


peditions. Dangerous encroachments had been made 
upon the conſtitution, by the repeal of the act for 
triennial Parliaments: by frequent ſuſpenſions of the 
Habeas Corpus act upon frivolous occaſions; by re- 
pealing clauſes in the act of ſettlement; by votes of 
credit; by habituating the people to a ſtanding 
army; and, above all, by eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of 
corruption, which at all times would ſecure a majo- 


rity in Parliament. The nature of prerogative, by 
which the liberties of the nation had formerly been 
often endangered, was now To well underſtood, and 
ſo ſecurely reſtrained, that it could no longer be ufed 
for the ſame oppreſſive purpoſes: beſides, an avowed 
extenſion of = prerogative required more ability, 
courage, and reſolution, than the preſent miniſtry 
could exert. They underſtood their own ſtrength, 
and had recourſe to a more ſafe and effectual expe- 
dient. The vice, luxury, and proſtitution of the 
age, the almoſt total extinction of ſentiment, = 
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nour, and publick ſpirit, had prepared the minds of C N AP. 
men for ſlavery and corruption. The means were in . 
the hands of the miniſtry; the publick treaſure was 1527. 
it. their devotion : they multiphed places and pen- 
fons, to increaſe the number of their dependants : 
they ſquandered away the money of the nation with- 
out taſte, diſcernment, decency, or remorſe : they 
inliſted an army of the moſt abandoned emiſſaries, 
whom they employed to vindicate the worſt mea- 
ſures, in the face of truth, common ſenſe, and com- 
mon honeſty : and they did not fail to ſhgmatiſe 
as Jacobites, and enemies to the government, all 
thoſe who preſumed to” queſtion the merit of their 
adminiſtration. ; | 

II. The ſupreme direction of affairs was not 
yet engroſſed by a ſingle miniſter. Lord Tawnſhend 
had the reputation of conducting the external tranſ- 
actions relating to treaties and negociations. He is 
ſad to have underſtood that province, though he 
did not always follow the dictates of his own under- 
ſtanding. He poſſeſſed an extenſive fund of know- 
ledge; and was well acquainted with the functions 
of his office. The Duke of N. his colleague, was 
not remarkable for any of theſe qualifications : he 
owed his promotion to his uncommon zeal for the 
lluſtrious Houſe of Hanover, and to the ſtrength of 
is intereſt in Parliament, rather than to his judg- 
ment, preciſion, or any other intellectual merit. 
Lord C. who may be counted an auxiliary, though 
not immediately concerned in the adminiſtration, 

had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the character of envoy 
ſeveral Courts in Europe. He had attained an 
ntmate knowledge of all the different intereſts and 
connections ſubſiſting among the powers of the con- 
unent; and he infinitely ſurpaſſed all the miniſters 

n learning and capacity. He was indeed the only 

man of genius employed under this government. 

He ſpoke with eaſe and propriety, his conceptions 
ere juſt and lively: his inferences bold; his coun- 
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B © © Kſels vigorous and warm. Yet he depreciated his 


$7 


1727. 


talents, by acting in a ſubordinate character to thoſe 
whom he deſpiſed ; and ſeemed to look upon the 
pernicious meaſures of a bad miniſtry with ſtlent 
contempt, rather than with avowed deteſtation. The 
interior government of Great-Britain was chiefly 
managed by Sir Robert W. a man of extraordinary 
talents, who had from low beginnings raiſed himſelf 
to the head of the Treaſury. Having obtained a 
feat in the Lower Houſe, he declared himſelf one of 
the moſt forward partiſans of the Whig faction. He 
was endued with a ſpecies of eloquence, which, 
though neither nervous nor elegant, flowed with 
great facility, and was ſo plauſible on all ſubjects, 
that even when he miſrepreſented the truth, whether 
from 1gnorance or deſign, he ſeldom failed to per- 
ſuade that part of his audience for whoſe hearing 
his harangue was chiefly intended. He was well ac- 
quainted with the nature of the publick funds, aad 
underſtood the whole myſtery of ſtock-jobbing. 
This knowledge produced a connection between him 
and the money-corporations, which ſerved to enhance 
his importance. He perceived the bulk -of man- 
kind were actuated by a ſordid thirſt of lucre: he 
had ſagacity enough to convert the degeneracy of 


the times to his own advantage; and on this, and 


this alone; he founded the whole ſuperſtructure of 
his ſubſequent adminiſtration. In the late reign he 
had, by dint of ſpeaking deciſively to every queſtion, 
by boldly impeaching the conduct of the Tory mi- 
niſters, by his activity in elections, and engaging as 
a projector in the ſchemes of the monied-intereſt, 
become a leading member in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. By his ſufferings under the Tory Parlia- 
ment, he attained the rank of a martyr to his party : 
his intereſt, his reputation, and his preſumption 
daily increaſed : he oppoſed Sunderland as his 11 

in power, and headed a dangerous defection from 


the miniſtry, which evinced the greatnels of his in⸗ 


fluence 
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" GEORGE II. 465 
ſuence and authority. He had the glory of beingc H Ap. 


incipally concerned in effecting a reconciliation , 
$65.8 the late King and the Prince of Wales: z. 
then he was re-affociated in the adminiſtration with 
additional credit; and, from the death of the Earls 
of Sunderland and Stanhope, he had been making 
bng ſtrides towards the office of prime-miniſter. 
He knew the maxims he had adopted would ſubjed 
him to the hatred, the ridicule, and reproach of 
ſome individuals, who had not yet 1 all ſen- 
timents of patriotiſm, nor all views of oppoſition: 
but the number of theſe was inconſiderable, when 
compared to that which conſtituted the body of the 
community; and he would not ſuffer the conſidera- 
ton of ſuch antagoniſts to come in competition 
with his ſchemes of power, affluence and authority. 
Nevertheleſs, low as he had humbled anti-miniſterial 
aſſociation, it required all his artifice to elude, all 
lis patience and natural phlegm to bear, the powerful 
aguments that were urged, and the keen ſatire that 
was exerciſed againſt his meaſures and management, 
by a few members in the oppoſition. Sir William 
Wyndham poſſeſſed all the energy of elocution : FH 
Mr. Shippen was calm, intrepid, threwd and far- we 
caſticæ: Mr. W. P. inherited from nature a good un- 
derſtanding, which he had ſtudiouſly cultivated. He 
vas one of the moſt learned members in the Houſe 
of Commons, extremely well qualified to judge of | 
literary productions; well read in hiſtory and poli- | 
ticks ; deeply ſkilled in the Britiſh conſtitution, the 
detail of government, and the nature of the finances. 
He ſpoke with freedom, fluency, and uncommon 
warmth of declamation, which was ſaid to be the 
le& of perſonal animoſity to Sir R. W. with whom 
le had been formerly connected. 

\ III. An expreſs arriving on the fourteenth day 
of June, with an account of the King's death, his 
ate Majeſty King George II. repaired from Rich- 
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B O O Kk mond, where he received this intelligence, to Lei. 


. ceſter-Houſe; and the members of the privy-counci! a 
1727, being aſſembled, were ſworn a-new. The King the 
declared his firm purpoſe to preſerve the conſſitu. abo 

tion in Church and State, and to cultivate thoſe ſhot 
alliances which his father had made with foreign | Shi 
Princes. At the ſame time, he took and ſubſcribe | the 

the oath for the ſecurity of the Church of Scotland, peo 

as required by the Act of Union. Next day he was the 
proclaimed. King of Great-Britain. The Parlia- laid 
ment aſſembled in purſuance of the act made for not, 

that purpoſe ; but was immediately prorogued by ſole 
commiſſion to the twenty-ſeventh day of the month. for 

wt” All the great officers of ſtate continued in their reve 


places: Sir Robert Walpole kept poſſeſſion of the 
Treaſury ; and the ſyſtem of politicks which the 
late King had eſtabliſhied, underwent no fort of alter- 
ation. The King, in his ſpeech to both Houſes at 
the opening of the ſeſſion, protefled a fixed reſolu- 
tion to merit the love and aftection of his people, 
by maintaining them 1n the full enjoyment of their 
religious and civil rights. He promiſed to leflen 
the publick expence as foon as the circumſtances of 
affairs would permit: he obſerved to the Commons, 
that the grant of the greateſt part of the civil-liſt 
revenues was now determined; and that it would be 
neceſſary for them to make a new proviſion for the 
ſupport of him and his family: lafily, he recom- 
mended it to both Houſes to diſpatch the buſineſs 
that ſhould be neceſſarily brought before them, a 
the ſeaſon of the year and the circumſtances of time 
required their preſence in the country. Addreſſes 
of condolence and congratulation being drawn up 
and preſented, the Commons, in a committee of 
the whole. Houſe, took into conſideration a motion 
for. a ſupply to his Majeſty. Sir Robert Walpole 
having abſerved, that the annual ſum of ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand pounds granted to, and ſettled on the 


ne King, ha _ ort every year ; and — 


GEORGE II. 


preſent Majeſty's expences were likely to increaſe, CH AP. 
by reaſon of the largeneſs of his family, moved, that IV. 
the entire revenues of the civil-liſt, which produced 1525. 


about eight hundred thouſand pounds per annum, 
ſhould be ſettled on the King during his life. Mr. 
Shippen oppoſed this motion, as inconſiſtent with 
the truſt repoſed in them as 17 of the 
people, who ought to be very frugal in exerciſing 
the right of giving away the publick money. He 
ſaid, the ſum of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds was 
not, obtained for his late Majeſty without a long and 


ſolemn debate; and every member who contended 


for it at that time, allowed it to be an ample Royal 
revenue.: that, although his Majeſty's family ſhould 
be enlarged, a circumſtance which had been urged 
as one reaſon for the motion, he preſumed the ap- 
pointments of Prince Frederick would be much 
inferior to thoſe ſettled on his preſent Majeſty when 
he was Prince of Wales: beſides, it was to be hoped 
that many perſonal, many particular expences in the 
late reign, eſpecially thoſe for frequent journeys to 
Hanover, would be diſcontinued, and entirely ceaſe. 
He obſerved, that the cCivil-liſt branches in the 
Queen's reign did not often exceed the ſum, of five 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds; nevertheleſs, 
the called upon her Parliament but once, in a rei 

of thirteen. years, to pay the debts contracted in her 
civil government; and theſe were occaſioned by the 
unparalleled inftances of her piety and generoſity. 
She gave the firſt-fruits and tenths, ariſing to nine- 
teen thouſand pounds a-year, as an augmentation 
of the maintenance of the poor clergy. She be- 
lowed five thouſand pounds per annum, out of the 
Poſt-Office, on the Duke of Marlborough: ſhe 
lufered ſeven hundred pounds to be charged weekly 
on the ſame office, for the ſervice of the pubkck : 
lle expended ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds in 


building the caſtle of Blenheim, ſhe allowed four 


thouſand pounds annually to Prince Charles of Den- 
HH 2 mark ; 
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BOOK mark : ſhe ſuſtained great loſſes by the tin contract: 


II. 
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ſhe ſupported the poor Palatines : ſhe exhibited 
many other proofs of Royal bounty: and immedi- 
ately before her death ſhe had formed a plan of re- 
trenchment, which would have reduced her yearly 
expences to four hundred and fifty-nine thouſand 
nine hundred and forty-one pounds. He affirmed, 
that a million a-year would not be ſufficient to carry 


on the exorbitant expences, ſo often and fo juſtly 


complained of in the Houſe of Commons : that 
over and above the yearly allowance of ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand pounds, many occafional taxes, many 
exceſhive ſums were raiſed, and all ſunk in the bot- 
tomleſs gulf of ſecret ſervice. Two hundred and 
fifty thouſand - pounds were raiſed in defiance of the 
ancient parliamentary methods, to ſecure the king- 
dom from a Swediſh invaſion : then the two Inſu- 
rance-Offices were erected, and paid near three 
hundred thouſand pounds for their charters: our 
enmity with Sweden being changed into alliance, a 
fubfidy of ſeventy-two thouſand pounds was imph- 
citly granted, to fulfil ſome ſecret engagements with 
that Crown: four-and-twenty thouſand pounds were 
geen for burning merchant ſhips arrived from in- 
ected places, though the goods, which ought to 

have been deſtroyed for- the publick ſafety, were 
afterwards privately ſold : a ſum of five hundred 
thouſand- pounds was demanded, and granted, for 
paying the debts of the civil-liſt ; and his Majeſty 
declared, by meſſage, he was reſolved to retrench 
his expences for the future. Notwithſtanding this 
reſolution, in leſs than four years, a new demand of 
the like fum was made and granted to diſcharge | 
new incumbrances: the Spaniſh ſhips of war which 
Admiral Byng took in the Mediterranean, were ſold 
for a conſiderable fam of money : one hundred and 
twenty-five thouſand pounds were granted in the laſt 
ſeſſion, to be ſecretly difpoſed of for the publick 
utility ; and there was ftill a debt in the civil go- 
N g FR vernment, 
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rernment, amounting to above fix hundred thou-C HAP, 
and pounds. He took notice, that this amazing IV. 
extravagance happened under the conduct of perſons pt 
pretending to ſurpaſs all their predeceſſors in the 
knowledge and care of the publick revenue : that as 

none of theſe ſums had been accounted for, they 

were, in all probability, employed in ſervices not fit 

to be owned. He faid, he heartily wiſhed that time, 

the great diſcoverer of hidden truths, and concealed 
inquities, might produce a liſt of all ſuch as had 

been perverted from their 1 duty by private 
penſions: who had been the hired ſlaves and the 

corrupt inſtruments of a profuſe and —_— e 
adminiſtration. He propoſed, that inſtead of grant- [#118 
ing an addition to the civil-liſt, they ſhould reſtrict 
that revenue to à certain ſum, by concluding the 
queſtion with theſe words, © in like manner as th 

« were granted and continued to his late Majeſty, 


*ſoas to make up the clear yearly ſum of ſeven 166 
* hundred thoufand pounds.” To theſe particulars JG 
which were indeed unanſwerable, no reply was made, {.',,| 8148 
Even this mark of decency was laid aſide, as idle e 
and ſuperfluous. The Houſe agreed to the motion; | _ * | 
-aad a bill was — in rap. better ſupport of 15 Pf 4 
bis Majeſty's houſehold, The Commons having eee 
received a meflage from the King, deſiring they | l 
would make further proviſion for the Queen his ("IG 
conſort, reſolved, That in caſe ſhe ſhould ſurvive i134. 


is Majeſty, the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds 
ſhould be ſettled upon her for life, charged upon the 
tevenues of the civil-liſt, together with his Majeſty's 
palace of Somerſet-Houſe, and Richmond Old park, 
A bill was formed on this reſolution, which, as well 
v the other, paſſed both Houſes ; and received the 
Royal aſſent on the ſeventeenth day of July, when 
the King, in a ſpeech to bath Houſes, expreſſed his 

faction with their conduct, and congratulated 
them _m the wealth and glory of the nation, by 
mach they had acquired fuch weight in holding the 

2 balance - 
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Then the Lord-Chancellor 
prorogued the Parliament to the twenty-ninth day 
of Auguſt; but on the ſeventh of that month a pro- 
clamation was iſſued for diflolving this, and con- 
voking another. 

go In the interim ſome changes were made in 
different departments of civil a«conomy, Lord 
Viſcount Torrington was placed at the head of the 
Admiralty : the Earl of Weſtmoreland was appointed 
firſt Lord-commiſſioner of trade and plantations. 
Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Cheſterfield, a 
nobleman remarkable for his wit, eloquence, and 
poliſhed manners, was nominated Ambaſſador to 
the Hague. The privy-council being diſſolved, 
another was appointed of the members then preſent. 
The Duke of Devonſhire was dignified with the 
place of prefident ; and the Duke of St. Alban's was 
appointed Maſter of the Horſe. On the eleventh 
day of October the coronation of the King and 
m—_ was performed at Weſtminſter-Abbey, with 
the uſual ſolemnity. By this time the Courts of 
France and Spain were perfectly reconciled : all 
Europe' was freed from the calamities of war ; and 
the peace of Great-Britain ſuffered no interruption, 
except from ſome tranſient tumults among the tin- 
ners of Cornwall, who, being provoked by a ſcar- 
city of corn, roſe in arms, and plundered the gra- 
naries of that county. Te) | 

v. The elections in England and Scotland for 
the Parliament having ſucceeded on the new ſyſtem, 
according to the wiſhes of the miniſtry, the two 


King George IT. aſcended the throne in the forty-fourth year of 
his age. On the ſecond day of September, 170 $5, he eſpouſed the Prin- 
ceſs Wilhelmina Charlotte Caroline, daughter to John Frederick, 
Marquis of Brandenburgh Anſpach, by whom he had two ſons, Frede- 
rick Louis Prince of Wales, born at Hanover, on the thirty-firfl = 
of * 1707, and William Auguſtus, born at London, on the fif- 
teenth day of April, 1722. f 
namely, Anne, Amelia, Carolina, Mary, and was afterwards deli · 


vered of Louiſa, warried in the ſequel to the King of Denmark. 
1 | Houſes 


She had likewiſe borne four Princeſſes, 
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when the Commons unanimouſly choſe for their 
speaker Arthur Onflow, Eſquire, Knight of the 
Shire for Surrey, a gentleman of extenſive know- 
ledge, worth, and probity ; grave, eloquent, vene- 
nble, and every way qualified for the diſcharge 
of that honourable and important office. The King, 
in his ſpeech to this new Parliament, declared, that 
by the laſt advices from abroad, he had reaſon to 
hope the difficulties which had hitherto retarded the 
execution of tlie preliminaries, and the opening of 
the congreſs, would ſoon be entirely removed: in 
the mean time, he repreſented the abſolute neceſſity 
of continuing the preparation which had hitherto 
ſecured the nation, and prevented an open rupture 
in Europe. He promiſed, that his firſt care ſhould 
be toreduce, from time to time, the expence of the 
publick, as often, and as ſoon as the intereſt and 
lfety of his people would permit ſuch reduction. 
He expreſſed an earneſt deſire of ſeeing the founda- 
tion- laid of an effectual ſcheme for the increaſe 
ad encouragement of ſeamen in general, that they 
night be invited rather than compelled into the 
&ryice of their country. Finally, he recommended 
uanimity, zeal, and diſpatch of the publick buſi- 
nes. * Thoſe ſpeeches, penned by the miniſter, 
rere compoſed with a view to ſoothe the minds of 
de people into an immediate concurrence with the 
neaſures of the government; but without any in- 
kntion of performing thoſe promiſes of œconomp, 
&formation, and national advantage. The two 
Houſes ſeemed to vie with each other in expreſſions 
applauſe and affection to his Majeſty, The Lords, 
u their addreſs, hailed him as the beſt of Kings, 
ad the true father of his country. The Commons 
upretled the warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude for the bleſ- 
ings they enjoyed in his reign, though -it was not 
| eight months old. They approved of all his 
banactians ; promiſed to ſupport him in all his un- 


dertakings; 


IV. 


1727. 


471 
Houſes met on the twenty- third day of January, e HAP. 


— — — 
— — — —ñ—B] — — 
2 2 


Z SE — : 
— 7 5 — 


— . - — — — 
A „ — : 


2 2 . + 
— 4 * 

— — — 
— 


472 | HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B © © Kdertakings ; and declared they would cheerfully grant 


ſented 
II. whatever ſupplies ſhould be wanted for the publick 


laid ul 


17. ſervice. 


Having conſidered the eſtimates which 
were laid before them by order of his Majeſty, they 
voted two-and- twenty thouſand nine hundred and 
fifty-five men for guards and garriſons ; and fifteen 
thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice of the enſuing year, 
They granted two hundred and thirty thouſand nine 
hundred and twenty-three pounds, for the mainte- 
nance of twelve thouſand Heſſian troops; a ſubſidy 
of fifty thouſand pounds to the King of Sweden; 
and half that ſum to the Duke of Brunſwick Wol- 
fenbuttle.* The expence of the year amounted to 
four millions, raiſed by a land-tax of three ſhillings 
in the pound, a malt-tax, and by borrowing of the 
Bank one million ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds, for which annuities to the amount of ſeventy 
thouſand pounds, to be raiſed by duties on coals 
imported into the city of London, were granted to 
that corporation. | 
VI. All theſe ſums, however, were not granted 
without queſtion. The number of land-forces occa- 
ſioned a debate; and the Heſſian auxiliaries were 
not allowed without diſpute and oppoſition. When 
they deliberated on the loan of the Bank, Mr. 
Pulteney obſerved, that the ſhifting of funds was 
but perpetuating taxes, and putting off the evil 
day : that notwithſtanding the great merit which 
ſome perſons had built on the ſinking fund, it ap- 
peared that the national debt had been increaſed ſince 
the ſetting up that pompous project. Some warm 
altercation paſſed between him and Sir Robert 
Walpole on this ſubject. The Lord-Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Common: Council of London, pfe- 


* Nothing could be a greater burleſque upon negociation than this 
treaty of alhance concluded with the os Duke of Wolfenbuttle, who 
very gravely guarantees to his Britaonick Majeſty the poſſeſhon © 
his three kingdoms, and obliges himſelf to ſuppl his Majeſty = 
five thouſand men, in conſideration of an annual ſubſidy o hve-3 


twenty thoyſapd pounds for four years, ſented 
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ſented a petition, ſetting forth, that the duties alreadyc A p. 
laid upon coals and culm, imported into London, IV. 

affected the trade of that city only; that the ine- 127. | 1 
uality of the burthen was a ou diſcouragement to 41 
their manufactures, and an hardſhip upon all the 095 
trading inhabitants. The petition was rejected, and War: 
the tax impoſed. The Houſe having addreſſed the 110 
King, for a particular and diſtinct account of the 
diſtribution of two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, 


charged to have been iſſued for 3 the trade 5 
and navigation of the kingdom, and preſerving and 4 
reſtoring the peace of Europe, he declined granting 4 
their requeſt, but ſignified in general, that part of TE 
the money had been iſſued, and diſburſed b E late e 


Majeſty, and the remainder by himſelf, for carry- 4 
ing on the ſame neceſſary ſervices, which required Fl i 
the greateſt ſecreſy. Such a meſſage in the reign 4.00 
of King William would have raiſed a dangerous | 
flame in the Houſe of Commons. Mr. W. Pul- Aa. 1728. Wnt 
teney inveighed againſt ſuch a vague and general 10 15 
way of accounting for the publick money, as tend- | 1 
ing to render Parliaments altogether inſignificant, to l 
cover embezzlements, and to ſcreen corrupt and 
rapacious miniſters. The Commons having taken 
into conſideration the ſtate of the national debt, exa- 
mined the accounts, and interrogated the proper 
officers, A motion was made by a court member, 
that it appeared the monies already iſſued and ap- 
plied towards diſcharging the national debts, toge- 
ther with a ſum to be iſſued at Lady-day, amounted 
to fix millions fix hundred forty-eight thouſand 
leven hundred and fixty-two pounds, five ſhillings, 
one penny, one farthing. In vain did the leaders 
of the oppoſition expoſe the fallacious tendency of 
this motion, In vain did they demonſtrate the 
taudulent artifice uſed in drawing up the accounts: 
the motion was carried; and ſeveral reſolutions were 
taken on the ſtate of the national debts. In the 
paiicular account of theſe debts, upon _ — 

& 
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B O O K Houſe reſolved to form a repreſentation to his Ma- 
II. jeſty, an article of three hundred thouſand pounds 
a8. relating to the duty upon wrought plate was totally 
omitted. This extraordinary omiſſion being diſco- 
vered, gave riſe to a very warm debate, and to very 
ſevere reflections againſt thoſe who ſuperintended up trot 
the publick accounts. This error being rectified, gether 
a committee appointed for the purpoſe drew up the fected 
repreſentation, containing a particular detail of the of a n 
national debts diſcharged and incurred fince the ceived 
twenty-fifth day of December, in the year one thou- on the 
ſand ſeven hundred and ſixteen, with a ſtate of the the Ce 
finking fund and of the publick credit. The draft, miſed, 
being approved by the Houſe, was preſented to the to borr 
King, who received it graciouſly. He took this charge 
opportunity of ſaying, that the proviſion made for navy. 
gradually diſcharging the national debts was now ( V. 
become ſo certain and conſiderable, that nothing but of rem 
ſome unforeſeen event could alter or diminiſh it : Auguſt 
a circumſtance that afforded the faireſt proſpect of Biſhop 
ſeeing the old debts diſcharged without any neceſſity gut a 
of incurring new incumbrances. lecto 
$ VII. This anſwer, fraught with many other Olnabi 
expreſſions of fatherly tendernefs for his people, Brunſu 
paved the way for a meſſage to the Houſe, demand- Decem 
ing a vote of credit to fulfil certain engagements nck ar 
entered into, and concerted, with the advice and had hi 
concurrence of the laſt parliament, for ſecuring the eounci 
trade and navigation of the kingdom, and for re- Como, 
ſtoring and preſerving the peace of Europe. Though (ered t 
a debate enſued upon this meſſage, the majority fe- to the 
ſolved that an addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Great! 
Majeſty, declaring the duty and fidelity of the Com- determ 
mons, their entire confidence in his royal care and lope, | 
goodneſs, and their” readineſs to enable his Majeſty in ſettl 
to fulfil his engagements. A vote of credit paſſed tons a 
accordingly. * During this ſeſſion, the Peers were the alli 
chiefly employed in examining copies of ſeveral concert 
treaties and alliances -which' the King — jet by 
N e 


their | 
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amending the ſtatute of limitation, which, however, 
did not paſs into a law: they conſidered the ſtate 
of the national debt, a fubject fruitful of debates ; 
they paſſed the mutiny bill, and thoſe that were ſent 
up from the Commons, touching the ſupplies ; to- 
gether with an act, obliging ſhips arriving from in- 
fected places to perform quarantine; and {ome others 
of a more private nature. Theſe bills having re- 


ceived the Royal aſſent, the King cloſed the ſeſſion 


on the twenty- eighth day of May, when he thanked 
the Commons for the effectual ſupplies they had 
raſed, and, in particular, for having empowered him 
to borrow five hundred thouſand pounds for the diſ- 
charge of wages due to the ſeamen employed in the 
navy. 

('VIIL. England was at this period quite barren 
of remarkable events. The King's uncle, Erneſt 
Auguſtus, Prince of-Brunſwick, Duke of York, and 
Biſhop of Oſnabruck, died on the third day of Au- 
fu and was ſucceeded ir the — by the 
lector of Cologn, according to the pactum by which 


Oſnabruck is alternately poſſeſſed by the Houſe of 


Brunſwick. and that Elector. In the beginning of 
December, his Majeſty's eldeſt ſon Prince Frede- 


ick arrived in England from Hanover, where he 


had hitherto refided, was introduced into the privy- 
council, and created Prince of Wales. Signior 
Como, reſident from the Duke of Parma, was or- 
(ered to quit the kingdom, becauſe his maſter paid 
to the Pretender the honours due to the King of 
Great-Britain. The congreſs opened at Soiſſons, for 
determining all diſputes among the powers of Eu- 
lope, proved ineffectual. Such difficulties occurred 
n ſettling and reconciling ſo many different preten- 
ons and intereſts, that the contracting parties in 
the alliance of Hanover propoſed a proviſional treaty, 
concerning which no definitive anſwer was given as 


et by the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, The * 


Iv. 
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Engliſh fleet lay inactive and rotting in the Weſt. 
Indies: the ſailors periſhed miſerably, without dar- 
their country's wrongs ; while the 


ing to aven 
Spaniſh — 2 committed depredations with impu- 


mty on the commerce of Great-Britain. The Court 
of Spain, at this juncture, ſeemed cold and indif. 
ferent with regard to a pacification with England, 
It had renewed a underſtanding with France, 
and now ſtrengthened its intereſts by a double alliance 
of marriage with the Royal family of Portugal. The 
Infanta of this Houſe was — to the Prince of 
Aſturias: while the Spaniſh Infanta, formerly athan- 
ced to the French King, was now matched with the 
Prince of Braſil, eldeſt ſon of his Portugueſe Ma- 
jeſty. In the month of January, the two Courts met 
in a wooden houſe built over the little river Coya, 
that ſeparates the two kingdoms, and there the 
Princeftes were exchanged. 

$ EX. The Parliament of Great-Britain meeting 
according to their laſt prorogation on the twenty- 
firſt day of January, the King in his ſpeech commu- 
nicated the nature of the negociation at the congrels. 
He demanded ſuch ſupplies as might enable him to 
act vigorouſly in concert with his allies, provided 
his endeavours to eſtabliſh an advantageous peace 
ſhould miſcarry; and he hinted that the dilatory 
conduct of the Courts of Vienna and Madrid pro- 
ceeded in a great meaſure from the that were 


given, of creating diſcontents and diviſions among | 


the ſubjects of Great-Britain. This ſuggeſtion was 
a miniſterial artifice to inflame the zeal and reſent- 
ment of the nation, and intimidate the members in 
the oppoſition. Accordingly the hint was purſued, 
aud in the addreſſes from both Houſes, that could 
not fail of being agreeable, conſidering the manner 
in which they 
taken of this article: both Peers and Commons ex- 


preſſed. their deteſtation and abhorrence of — 
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the means of diſtreſſing their country, and clamoured 
xt the inconveniences which they themſelves had 
*ecaſioned. In theſe addreſſes, likewiſe, the Par- 
lament congratulated his Majeſty on the arrival of 
the Prince of Wales in his Britiſh dominions ; and 
the Commons ſent a —— compliment to his 
Royal Highneſs on that occaſion. The eſtimates 
having been examined 1n the ufual form, the Houſe 
roted fifteen thouſand ſeamen for the enſuing year; 
but the motion for continuing the fame number of 
land-forces which had been allowed in the preceding 
year, was not carried without diſpute. All the 
uguments againſt a ſtanding army in time of peace, 
3 inconſiſtent with the Britiſh conſtitution, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people, were re- 
paated with great vivacity by Mr. Shippen and Mr. 
W. Pulteney. Theſe, however, were anſwered, and 
repreſented as abſurd, by Mr. Horatio Walpole 
and Mr. D. two ſtaunch adherents of the mi- 
miſter. The firſt had, in deſpite of nature, been 
employed in different negociations: he was blunt, 
wkward, and flovenly: an orator without eloquence, 
a ambaſſador without dignity, and a plempoten- 
tary without addreſs. The other had natural parts 
ad acquired knowledge; ſpoke with confidence ; 
ad in diſpute was vain, ſarcaſtick, petulant, and 
}erboſe. | 

X. The ſubſidies to Sweden, Heſſe-Caſſel, and 
Wolfenbuttle were continued, notwithſtanding the 
monſtrances of Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr. Lutwyche, 
ad Mr, Pulteney ; which laſt obſerved, that as the 
landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and the Duke of Brunſ- 
nck-Wolfenbuttle, uſually maintained a certain 
mmber of troops in their pay, it was but reaſonable 

t Great-Britain ſhould defray no more than the 
pence of the additional forces which thoſe powers 

raiſed, in conſequence of their conventions with 
de King of England. Sir Robert Walpole per- 


ceiving 
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B O OKceving that this remark made an impreſſion on the 
II. Houſe, thought it neceflary to vindicate his mez. 
* He expatiated upon the wiſdom of the lute 
King, in concluding the Hanover alliance. He 
affirmed, that the convention with Heſſe-Caſtel had 
prevented a war in the empire, for which the Court 
of Vienna had made great preparations: that the 
Emperor had not only augmented his own forces hy 
the help of Spanith ſubſidies, but alſo retained th; 
troops of three electors; and if he had not beer, 
overawed by the Heſſians, would certainly have rc. 
jected the preliminaries, and all other advances to- 
wards a pacification: that, therefore, they ought 
not to grudge an expence which had already proved 
fo beneticial to the tranquillity of Europe. Sir Jo- 
ſeph Jekyll rephed, that whatever gloſs might be put 
upon ſuch meaſures, they were repugnant to the 
maxims by wlüch England in former times had 
ſteered and ſquared its conduct with relation to its 
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intereſt abroad: that the navy was the natural mitted 
tirength of Great-Britain—its beſt defence and ſe- quitous 
curity: but if, in order to avoid a war, they ſhould When 
be ſo free-hearted as to buy and maintain the forces Houſe 
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of foreign Princes, they were never like to ſee an end 
of ſuch extravagant expences. Thus gentleman, who 
exerciſed the ottice of Maſter of the Rolls, had ap- 
proved himſelf a zealous defender of Whig princi- 
ples, was an able lawyer, a ſenſible ſpeaker, and a 
conſcientious patriot. The ſupplies were raiſed b) and un]; 
a continuation of the land-tax, the duties upon malt, and dei 
cyder, and perry, an additional impoſition on un- treating 
malted corn uſed in diſtilling, and by ſale of annu- ner, in 
ties to the Bank not exceeding fifty x Sur pounds the kin 
per annum. been Wa 
$ XI. Petitions were delivered to the Houſe of reſolutic 
Commons from the merchants of London, Liver- an addre 
ool, and Briſtol, complaining of the interruptions attorney 
they had ſuffered in their trade for ſeveral years, by and thei 


the depredations of the Spaniards in the 1 es to 
| | ndies. 
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lndies. Theſe being conſidered, the Houſe ordered c H AP. 
the Lords of the Admiralty to produce the other 1“. 
memorials of the ſame kind which they had received, 2726. 
that they might be laid before the congreſs at Soil= 
ſons : then they addreſſed his Majeſty for copies of 

all the letters and inſtructions which had been ſent 

to Admiral Hoſier, and thoſe who ſucceeded him in 

the command of the Weſt-India ſquadron. Mr. 
Oglethorpe having been informed of ſhocking cru- 

elties and oppreſiions exerciſed by gaolers upon their 9 
priſoners, moved for an examination into theſe prac- 1 
tices, and was choſen chairman of a committee ap- 114," 
pointed to inquire into the ſtate of the gaols of the 
kingdom. They began with the Fleet-priſon, which mn” 
they viſited in a body: there they found Sir William 16 
Rich, Baronet, loaded with irons, by order of Bam- ; 1 
bridge the warden, to whom he had given ſome 
ſight cauſe of offence. They made a diſcovery of 
many inhuman barbarities, which had been com- 
mitted by that ruffian, and detected the moſt ini- 
quitous ſcenes of fraud, villany, and extortion. 
When the report was made by the committee, the 
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Houſe unanimouſly reſolved, that Thomas Bam- | 44:98 
bridge, acting warden of the Fleet, bad wilfully «| .MIY8 
permitted ſeveral debtors to eſcape ; had been guilty 111400 


of the moſt notorious breaches of truſt, great extor- | 
tions, and the higheſt crimes and miſdemeanours in 744 
the execution of his office; that he had arbitrarily 4 
and unlawfully loaded with irons, put into dungeons, "1", 1 
and deſtroyed prifoners for debt, under his charge, ; 
treating them in the moſt barbarous and cruel man- 118 
ter, in high violation and contempt of the Jaws of 4 
the kingdom. John Huggins, Eſquire, who had Din 
been warden of the Fleet- priſon, was ſubjected to a g | 
teſolution of the ſame nature. The Houſe preſented 
a addreſs to the King, defiring he would direct his 
atorney-general forthwith to proſecute theſe perſons 
ad their accomplices, who were committed priſon- 
es to Newgate. A bill was brought in, Liang 

| 1 Bambridge 
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B © © KBambridge to execute the office of warden; ar. 
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other for the better regulating the priſon of the Fleet: 
and for more effectually preventing and puniſhing 
arbitrary and illegal practices of the warden of tlie 

ſaid pniſon.* . | | 
XII. Other merchants complained by petition 
of the loſſes ſuſtained by the Spaniards. The Houle, 
in a grand committee, deliberated on this ſubject, 
inquired into the particulars, examined evidence, and 
drew up an addreſs to the King, deſiring his Majeſty 
would be gucioatly leaſed to uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours for preventing ſuch depredations; for procuring 
juſt and reaſonable ſatisfaction; and for ſecuring to 
his ſubjects the free exerciſe of commerce and navi- 
ta to and from the Britiſh colonies in America. 
e King aſſured them he would uſe his beſt en- 
deavours to anfwer the defires and expectations of 
his people, in an affair of ſo much importance and 
they, in another addreſs, thanked him for his gra- 
cious anſwer. They did not, however, receive ſuch 
a ſatisfactory reply to a former addreſs, touching the 
fum of fixty thouſand pounds that had been Fated 
in the publick account, without ſpecification of the 
particular uſes to which it was applied. His Majeſty 
gave them to underſtand that the money had been 
iſſued and diſburſed for ſecret ſervices ; and that a 
diſtin and particular account of the diſtribution of 
it could not be given without a manifeſt prejudice to 
the publick. A bill was prepared for the more 
effectual preventing bribery and corruption in elec- 
tions for members of Parliament; and it paſſed 
through the Houſe without oppoſition : but their 
attention was chiefly employed upon the Spaniſh de- 
predations, which had raiſed a great clamour through 
the whole kingdom, and excited very warm diſputes 
in Parliament; for they were generally reputed the 
© It afterwards appeared that ſome of the members of this Inqueſt 


were aftuated by other motives than thoſe they proſeſſed ; and the 
committee was ſuffered to fink into oblivion, fruits 
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the miniſters. The Commons having made further 
progreſs in the inquiry, and received freſh petitions 
fom the merchants, paſſed fome teſolutions, in which 
the Spaniards were accuſed of having violated the 


having treated inhumanly the maſters and crews of 
ſhips belonging to Great-Britain. They juſtified the 
inſtructions given to Admiral Hoſier, to ſeize and 
detain the flota and galleons of Spain, until juſtice 
ind ſatisfaction ſhould be rendered to his Majeſty 
and his Allies; nay, even declared that ſuch ſeizure 
would have been juſt; prudent, and neceſſary, tend- 
ing to prevent an open rupture, and to preſerve the 


peace and tranquillity of Europe. They again ad- 


trefſed the King to uſe his endeavours to procure 
atisfaction z and he promiſed to comply with their 
requeſt, | | 
XIII. Mr. Scroope, member for Briſtol, moved 
fr an addreſs intreating his Majeſty to order an ac- 
count of the produce of the civil-liſt revenues for 


ne year to be laid before the Houſe. The addreſs 


ms preſente:], the account produced, and the Houſe 
na grand committee, took this affair into confider- 
aon. The Courtiers affirmed that they fell ſhort 
if the eight hundred thouſand pounds ſettled upon 
lis Majeſty ; and Mr. Scroope propoſed that the 
um 'of one hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds 
hould be granted to the King, on account of thoſe 
kfctncies and arrears. The motion was vigorouſly 
poſed by Mr. Pulteney and other members. They 
preſſed their ſurprize that it ſhould be made ſo 
te in the ſeſſion, when no further demand of money 
vid be reaſonably expected; and they faid it was 


bmer ſeflion, from the examination of the accounts 
tn before the Houſe, that the revenues of the 
W-lft produced yearly a much greater ſum than 

tor which they were given, Mr. Pulteney 
vor. 1, Is + |. 


reaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns; and with - 


e more extraordinary, becauſe it appeared in the 
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B O O K moved that the accounts and papers ſhould be re. 
II. ferred to the examination of a ſelect committee, 
1728, properly empowered to inveſtigate the truth. The 
miniſters oppoſed this motion; and the queſtion 
being put, it paſſed in the negative. The majority 
voted the ſum demanded; and in a bill for ſettling 
the price of imported corn, they inſerted the reſo- 
lution for granting to his Majeſty the ſum of one 
hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds, on account of 

arrears due on the civil-liſt revenues. 

XIV. The Houſe of Lords having prepared a 
bill for the more effectual puniſhment of forgerp, 
which was paſſed into a law, and ordered the Judges 
to bring in another on the report of a committee 
appointed to conſider the caſe of impriſoned debtors, 
at length deliberated upon the ſtate of the nation, 
particularly the potitive demand made by the Court 

of Spain for the reſtitution of Gibraltar, grounded 
| in a — written by the late King to his Catholick 
| | Majeſty. From a copy of the letter laid before the 
Houle, it plainly appeared that King George I. had 
conſented to this reſtitution. A motion being made 
for a reſolution, importing, that for the honour of 
his Majeſty, and the preſervation and ſecurity of the 
trade and commerce of the kingdom, effectual care 
ſhould be taken in the preſent treaty that the King 
of Spain ſhould renounce all claim and pretenſion to 
Gibraltar and Minorca, in plain and ftrong terms: 
a debate enſued, and the queſtion being put, paſſed 
in the negative, though not without a proteſt, Then 
the majority reſolved, that the Houſe did intirely 
rely upon his Majeſty, that he would, for maintain- 
ing the honour and ſecuring the trade of this king- 
dom, take effectual care in the preſent treaty to pre- 
ſerve his undoubted right to Gibraltar and Minotca. 


the Spaniſh depredations, many ſevere reflections 
were uttered againſt the conduct of the miniſtry ; 


and a motion was made, to reſolve that Hoſiers & 
pediuon 
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pedition was an unreaſonable burthen on the nation: C HAP. 
but this too was rejected, and occaſioned another IV. 
proteſt. Nor did the clauſe in the corn-bill, for 728. 
granting one hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds - 
to his Majeſty, paſs through the Houſe of Peers with- 
out warm oppoſition. Divers Lords alledged, that, 
inſtead of a deficiency in the civil- liſt revenues, there 
was a conſiderable ſurplus : that this was a new grant, 
and a new burthen on the people : that the nation 
was loaded, not to complete, but to augment the 
ſum deſigned for the civil-liſt; and this at a time 
when the publick debts were increaſed ; when the 
taxes were heavily felt in all parts of the country; 
when the foreign trade of Britain was incumbered 
and diminiſhed ; when her manufactures were de- 
czyed, her poor multiplied, and ſhe was ſurrounded 
by many other national calamities. They obſerved, 
that if the produce of the civil-liſt revenue ſhould 
not amount to the yearly ſum of eight hundred thou- . 
land pounds, the deficiency muſt be made good to # ; 
his Majeſty by the publick ; whereas no proviſion 4 
vas made, by which, if the produce of theſe revenues „ 
ſhould exeed that ſum, the ſurplus could accrue pi . 
to the benefit of the publick; that, by this prece- | 10 li 
dent, not only real deficiencies were to be made "Fo 
good, but alſo ſupplies were to be given for arrears my 
fanding out at the end of the year, which ſhould WE 
come on before the ſupplies could be granted, | 7 901 
tough the ſupply given to make good arrears in 
one year would certainly increaſe the ſurpluſages in What 
mother: that the revenues of the civil-liſt were "ry "4 
nrable in their own nature: and even when there is ' {ad 
(deficiency in the produce, there might be arrears W's | 
the receipt : theſe might be eaſily increaſed by l a 1 
ne management of deſigning miniſters, by private 1 
drections to receivers, and by artful methods of 
ung accounts. All theſe arguments, and other 
Wjections equally ſtrong and plauſible, againſt this 
nconſcionable and unparliamentary motion, ſerved Mi 
112 only 'k 
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B O OKonly to evince the triumph of the miniſtry ortet civil 
. ſhame and ſentiment, their contempt of public; Wl which | 
prota] "of and their defiance of the national reproach,s patriotil 
$ XV. The King had, on the — — day was ſuc 
of March, given the Royal aflent to five bills; aud nent c 
on the fourteenth day of May, the ſame ſancton Charles 
was given to thirty other bills, including an ad, ere gi 
enabling the Queen to be Regent in the kingdom of Harr 
during his Majeſty's abſence, without taking thei out a rin 
oaths : and another for the relief of inſolvent debtors WM \mbafl: 
At the ſame time two-and-thurty private bills were that tin 
paſſed : then the King expreſſed his approbatiom Dauphi 
of the Parliament, ſignified his intention to viſit hi (XV 
German dominions, and ordered the Chancellor toi deus, R 
prorogue both Houſes. His Majeſty having ap bn Ch: 
pointed the Queen Regent of the Realm, ſet out foi father re 
Hanover on the ſeventeenth day of May, in ordeſi thouſan, 
to remove a petty miſunderſtanding which had hap Chambe 
pened between that Electorate and the Court of Ber St. Seb: 
lin. Some Hanoverian ſubjects had been preſled i zfumed 
decoyed into the ſervice of Pruſſia; and the regen the con 
of Hanover had ſeized certain Pruſſian officers, „ were be 
way of repriſal. The whole united kingdom tes of E 
Great-Britain at this juncture enjoyed uninterrupteas conclud 
repoſe ; and commerce continued to increaſe, in {pi mthout 
of all reſtriction and diſcouragement. The peop|\M contrary 
of Ireland found themſelves happy under the g allance. 
rernment of Lord Carteret ; and their Parliament penal cc 
aſſembling in the month of September, approve pue aſl: 
themſelves the fathers of their country. They ea aſwere⸗ 
bliſhed funds for the diſcharge of their nation October 
debt, and for maintaining the expence of gover of Peter 
ment: they enacted wholeſome Jaws for the enco Moſcow 
ragement of manufactures, trade, and agricultue & the! 
and they formed wiſe regulations in different branche _ Al 
. MOW 
* The Peers that diſtinguiſhed themſclves in the oppoſition * Ihe foll 

1 Beaufort, Strafford, Craven, Foley, Litchfield, Scaridale, cory the d 
Mountjoy, Plymouth, Bathurſt, Northampton, Coventry, Oxfor eat 


and Mortimer, Willoughby de Broke, Boyle, and Warrington, 


* 
9 
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of civil economy. Some time after this ſeſſion, c H AP. 


which was conducted with ſo much harmony and 
yatriotiſm, Lord Carteret returned to England z and 
nas ſucceeded by the Duke of Dorſet in the govern- 
ment of that kingdom. In the month of May, 
Charles Lord Townſend reſigned the Seals, which 
were given to Colonel Stanhope, now created Earl 
of Harrington; ſo that Sir R. W. now reigned with- 
out a rival, James Earl of Waldergrave was appointed 
Ambaſſador to the Court of France, which, about 


that time, was filled with joy by the birth of a 


Dauphin. 


XVI. In the month of September, Victor Ama- 


deus, King of Sardinia, reſigned his crown to his 
ſon Charles Emanuel, Prince of Piedmont. The 


ather reſerved: to himſelf a revenue of one hundred 


thouſand piſtoles per annum, retired to the caſtle of 


Chamberry, and eſpouſed the Counteſs Dowager of 
St. Sebaſtian, who declined the title of Queen, but 


aſumed that of Marchioneſs of Somerive. Though 


the congreſs at Soiflons proved abortive, conferences 


were begun at Seville, between the plenipotentia- 
nes of England, France, and Spain; and a treaty was 
concluded on the ninth day of November, not only 


nthout the concurrence of the Emperor, but even 


contrary to his right, as eſtabliſhed by the quadruple 
alance, On this ſubject he communicated an Im- 
perial commitlorial decree to the States of the Em- 
pre aſſembled in the diet at Ratiſbon, which was 
aſvered by the French miniſter de Chavigny. In 


ſt Peter I. died in the fifteenth year of his age, at 
Moſcow, and was ſucceeded on the Ruſſian throne 
by the Princeſs Anne Ivanowna, ſecond daughter of 
John Alexowitz, elder brother of the firſt Peter, and 
"dow of Frederick William Duke of Courland. 
lhe following month was renderered remarkable by 


he death of Pope Benedict XIII. in whoſe room 


0ober, Peter II. Czar of Muſcovy, and grandſon 


Cardinal 
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B © O KCardinal Laurence Corſini was raifed to the pontif. 


cate, and aſſumed the name of Clement XII. 


> XVII. The Britiſh Parliament aſſembling an 


1729- 


the thirteenth day of January, the King gave them 
to underſtand, that the peace of Europe was now 


. eſtabliſhed by the treaty of Seville, built upon the 


foundation of former treaties, and tending to ren- 
der more effectual what the contracting powers in 
the quadruple alliance were before engaged to {ee 
performed. He aſſured them, that all former con- 
ventions made with Spain in favour of the Britiſh 
trade and navigation were renewed and confirmed : 
that the free, uninterrupted exerciſe of their com- 
merce was reſtored : that the Court of Spain had 
agreed to. an ample reſtitution and reparation for 
unlawful ſeizures and depredations : that all rights, 
privileges, and poſſeſſions, belonging to him and his 
allies, were ſolemnly re-eſtabliſhed, confirmed, and 
guaranteed; and that not one conceſſion was made 
to the prejudice of his ſubjects. He told them he 
had given orders for reducing a great number of his 


land- forces, and for laying up great part of the fleet; 


and obſerved that there would be a conſiderable 
ſaving in the expence of the current year. After 
both Houſes had preſented their addreſſes of thanks 
and congratulation to the King on the peace of 
Seville, the Lords took that treaty into conſidera- 
tion, and it did not paſs inquiry without ſevere 
animadverſion. | 

XVIII. The Lords in the oppoſition excepted 
to the article by which the merchants of Great- 
Britain were obliged to make proof of their loſſes 
at the Court of Spain. They ſaid this ſtipulation 
was a hardſhip upon Britiſh ſubjects, and dif- 
honourable to the nation: that few would care to 
undertake ſuch a troubleſome and expenſive journe), 
eſpecially as they had reaſon to apprehend their 
claims would be counterbalanced by the Spaniards; 


and, after all, they would have no more than the 
| ſlender 
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lender comfort of hoping to obtain that redreſs by c HA p. 

Commiſſaries which they had not been able to pro- IV. 
cure by Plenipotentiaries. They thought it very 
extraordinary, that Great-Britain ſhould be bound 
to ratify and guarantee whatever agreement ſhould 
be made between the King of Spain and the Duke 
of Parma and Tuſcany, concerning the garriſons 
once eſtabliſhed in their countries: that the Engliſh 
| ſhould be obliged to aſſiſt in effectuating the intro- 
duction of fix thouſand Spaniſh troops into the towns 
of Tuſcany and Parma, without any ſpecification of 
the methods to be taken, or the charge to be in- 
curred in giving that aſſiſtance: that they ſhould 
ntee for ever, not only to Don Carlos, but 
even to all his ſucceſſors, the poſſeſſion of the eſtates 
of Tuſcany and Parma; a ſtipulation which in all 
probability would involve Great-Britain in endleſs 
quarrels and diſputes, about a country with which 
they had no concern. They affirmed that the treaty 
of Seville, inſtead of confirming other treaties, was 
contradictory to the quadruple alliance, particularly 
in the article of introducing Spaniſh troops into 
Tuſcany and Parma, in the room of neutral forces 
ſipulated by the former alliance; and agreeing that 
they ſhould there remain until Non Carlos and his 
ſucceſſors ſhould be ſecure and exempt from all 
erents. They complained that theſe alterations, 
from the tenor of the quadruple alliance, were made 
without the concurrence of the Emperor, and even 
without inviting him to accede; an affront which 
might alienate his friendſhip from England, and 
hazard the loſs of ſuch an ancient, powerful, and 
faithful ally: they declared that throughout. the 
whole treaty there ſeemed to be an artful omiſſion 
of any expreſs. ſtipulation, to ſecure Great-Britain 
in her right to Gibraltar and Minorca. Such was 
the ſubſtance of the objections made to the peace: 
then Lord Bathurſt moved. for a reſolution, that the 
Agreement on the treaty of Seville, to ſecure the 
6 | ſucceſſion 
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B © © Kſucceſſion of Don Carlos to the duchies of Tuſcam 
RR.” Parma, and Placentia, with Spaniſh troops, was 2 
1729. manifeſt violation of the fifth article of the quadruple 


pultene 
thouſar 
motion 


alliance, tending to involve the nation in a dan- 
gerous and expenſive war, and to deſtroy the balance 
of power in Europe. The queſtion was put, and the 
motion rejected. Such too was the fate of two other 
motions, to reſolve that great-Britain's right of po- 
vereignty, domimon, poſſeſſion, and claim to Gibra- 
tar and Minorca, were not aſcertained by the treaty 
of Seville : and that the ſtipulations in that treaty 
for repairing the loſſes of the Britiſh merchants were 
inſufficient and precarious. The majority, far from 
ſtigmatiſing this tranſaction, reſolved, that the treaty 
did contain all neceflary ſtipulations for maintaining 
and ſecuring the honour, dignity, rights, and pot- 
ſeſſions of the Crown : that all due care was taken 
therein for the ſupport of the trade of the kingdom, 
and for repairing the loſſes ſuſtained by the Britiſh 
merchants. On theſe reſolutions an addreſs of ap- 

robation was founded: but when a motion was 


made for an addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would. 


order to be laid before the Houſe a liſt of all pen- 
ſions payable to the Crown, it was immediately re- 
ſolved in the negative. Divers conteſts of the ſame 
kind aroſe upon the mutiny- bill, the penſion- bil, 
and the maintenance of the twelve thouſand Hel- 
ſians; but the miniſtry bore down all oppoſition, 
though their triumphs were clogged with vigorous 
roteſts, which did not fail to make impreſſion upon 
the body of the people. | 
XIX. Nor was the ſucceſs of the Court intereſt 
in the Houſe of Commons altogether pure, and fre! 
from exception and diſpute. When tlie charge of 
the land- forces fell under the conſideration of the 
Commons, and Mr. Henry Pelham, ſecretary at 
war, moved that tlie number of effective men for 
the land- ſervice of the enſuing year ſhould be fixed 
at ſeventeen thouſand ſeven hundred and nine, Mr. 
's | 3 Pultene) 
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pulteney inſiſted upon its being reduced to twelve c H Ap. 
thouſand. Mr. Shippen affirmed, that Mr. Pelham's IV. 
motion was a flat negative to the addreſs for which 
he voted on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, as it plainly 
implied a diſtruſt of the validity of the late treaty, 
which he then aſſured the Houſe would immediately 
produce all the bleſſings of an abſolute peace, and 
deliver the kingdom from the apprehenſions and 
inconveniences of a war. He ſaid the motion 
tended directly towards the eſtabliſhment of an ar- 
my in Great-Britain, which he hoped would never 
be ſo far Germanized, as tamely to ſubmit to a mi- 
litary government. He obſerved that the nation 
could have no occaſion for all the troops that were 
demanded, conſidering the glorious ſcene of affairs 
which was now opened to all Europe.“ They are 
not neceſſary (ſaid he) to awe Spain into a firm 
adherence to its own treaty ; they are not neceſ- 
* ſary to force the Emperor into an immediate 
* acceſſion, nor are they in any fort neceſſary for 
* the ſafety of his Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment. Force and violence are the retort of 
* uſurpers and tyrants only; becauſe they are, with 
good reaſon, diſtruſtful of the people whom they 
* oppreſs ; and becauſe they have no other ſecurity 
* for the continuance of their unlawful and unna- 
* tural dominion, than what depends entirely on the 
* ſtrength of - their armies.” The motion, however, 
was carried in the affirmative. | 
XX. Another warm debate was excited by a 
bill which the Courtiers brought in, to prevent any 
lubjects of Great-Britain from advancing ſums of 
money to foreign Princes or States, withont having 
obtained licence from his Majefty, under his privy- 
al, or ſome great authority. The' miniſter pre- 
tended that this law was propoſed to diſable the 
Emperor, who wanted to borrow a great ſum of 
the Engliſh merchants, from raiſing and maintaining 
Koops to diſturb the tranquillity of Europe. The 
| | bill 
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B O OK bill contained a clauſe, empowering the King to 


Il. 


1729. 


prohibit by proclamation all ſuch loans of money, 
jewels, or bullion: the Attorney- general was em- 
powered to compel, by Engliſh bill, in the Court 
of Exchequer, the effectual diſcovery, on oath, of 
any ſuch loans; and it was enacted, that in default 
of an anſwer to any ſuch bill the court ſhould decree 
a limited ſum againſt the perſon refuſing to anſwer. 
Mr. Daniel Pulteney, a gentleman of uncommon 
talents and ability, and particularly acquainted with 
every branch of commerce, argued ſtrenuouſly againſt 
this bill, as a reſtraint upon trade that would render 
Holland the market of Europe, and the mart of 
money to the nations of the continent. He ſaid 
that by this geheral prohibition, extending to all 
princes, ſtates, or potentates, the Engliſh were 
totally diſabled from aſſiſting their beſt allies : that 
among others the King of Portugal frequently bor- 
rowed money of the Engliſh merchants reſiding 
within his dominions ; that while the licenſing power 
remained in the Crown, the licenſes would be iſſued 
through the hands of the miniſter, who by this new 
trade might gain twenty, thirty, or forty thouſand 
a-year : that the bill would render the Exchequer a 
court of inquiſition: and that whilſt it reſtrained our 
merchants from aſſiſting the princes and powers of 
Europe, it permitted our ftock-jobbers to trade in 
their funds without interruption. Other arguments 
of equal weight were enforced by Mr. Barnard, a 
merchant of London, who perfectly underſtood 
trade in all its branches, ſpoke with judgment and 
preciſion, and upon all occaſions fteadily adhered to 
the intereſt and liberties of his country. After har. 
ing explained his reaſons, he declared he ſhould 
never conſent to a bill which he deemed a violation 
of our fundamental laws, a breach of our deareſt U 
berties, and a very terrible hardſhip on mankind. 
Sir William Wyndham diſtinguiſhed himſelf on — 
fame fide of the queſtion : the bill was 2 
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by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr. Pelham, and Sir Philip c HAP. 
Yorke, attorney-general ; and being ſupported by IV. 
the whole weight of miniſterial influence, not only 2729. 
pafled through the Houſe, but was afterwards enacted 

into a law. | | 

XXI. The ſubſidies were continued to the 
Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel and the Duke of Brunſ- 
wck-Wolfenbuttle, in ſpite of all that could be 

urged againſt theſe extraneous incumbrances ; and 

the ſupply for the enſuing year was granted accord- 

ing to the eſtimates which the miniſtry thought pro- 

er to produce, amounting to about two millions 

wo hundred and eighty thouſand pounds. It muſt 

be owned, however, for the credit of the ſeſſion, 

that the Houſe appropriated one million of the ſur- 

pluſſes ariſing from the ſinking fund towards the 
diſcharge of the national debt; and by another act 
extinguiſhed the duties upon ſalt, by which expe- 

dient the ſubject was eaſed of a heavy burthen, not 

only in being freed from the duty, but alſo from a 
conſiderable charge of ſalaries given to a great num- 

ber of officers employed to collect this impoſition. 

They likewiſe encouraged the colony of Carolina 

wth an act, allowing the planters and traders of 

that province to export rice directly to any part 

of Europe 8 of Cape Finiſterre; and they 
permitted ſalt from Europe to be imported into the e 
colony of New-York. The term of the excluſive 1 0 
trade granted by act of Parliament to the Eaſt-India WT 
company drawing towards a period, many conſider- 5-10 
able merchants and others made application for „ 
being incorporated and veſted with the privilege of nk 
trading to thoſe countries, ropoſing to lay that . "nl | W 
branch of trade open to all the ſubjects of Great- li | 


ntan, on certain conditions. In conſideration of WT 
a act of Parliament for this purpoſe, they offered | Ws 
o advance three millions two hundred thouſand 1 
pounds, for redeeming the fund and trade of the i}, OY 
reſent Eaſt-India company. This propoſal was itt il 

rejected : * 
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B O o Krejected : and the excluſive privilege veſted in the 
II. company was, by act of Parliament, protracted to 
1729. the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-fx, 
upon the following conditions : That they ſhould 
pay into the Exchequer the ſum of two hundred 
| thouſand pounds towards the ſupplies of the yea 
BY & without intereſt or addition to their capital ftock: 
[ That the annuity or yearly fund of one hundred and 
ſixty thouſand pounds, payable to them from the 
publick, ſhould be reduced to one hundred and 
twenty-eight thouſand : That after the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-ſix, their right to 
the excluſive trade ſhould be liable to be taken away 
by Parliament, on three years' notice, and re- pay. 

ment of their capital. 
An. 1730. XXII. On the fifteenth day of May the King 
went to the Houſe of Peers, and cloſed the ſeſſion. 
In his ſpeeech he expreſſed his joy, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the clamours which were raiſed, the 
Parliament had approved of thoſe matters- which, 
he ſaid, could not fail to inſpire all mankind with 
a juſt deteſtation of thoſe incendiaries, who, by ſcan- 
dalous libels, laboured to alienate thoſe affections of 
his people; to fill their minds with groundleſs jea- 
louſies and unjuſt complaints, in diſhonour of him 
and his government, and in defiance of the ſenſe of 
both Houſes of Parliament.“ The Emperor was 
ſo much incenſed at the inſult offered him in the 
treaty of Seville, with reſpect to the garriſons of 
Tuſcany and Parma, that he prohibited the ſubjects 


In the courſe of the ſeſſion the Commons paſſed a bill for make 
ing more effectual the laws in being, for diſabling perſons from being 
choſen members of Parliament who enjoyed any penſion during plez- 
ſure, or for any number of years, or any offices holden in truſt — 
them, by obliging all perſons hereaſter to be choſen to ſerve 22 
Conimons in Parliament, to take the oath therein mentioned. In al 
probability this bill would not have made its way through the hey 
of Commons, had not the miniſter been well aſſured it would ſtic 


with the Upper Houſe, where it was rejected at the ſecond readings 
thongh not without violent oppoſition, 
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of Great-Britain from trading in his dominions: he c HA p. 


began to make preparations for war, and actually 


detached bodies of troops to Italy with ſuch dif- 1535. 


patch as had been very ſeldom exerted by the Houſe 
of Auſtria. Let the article of which he complained 
was not ſo much a real injury as an affront put 
upon the head of the Empire; for eventual ſuc- 
ceſſion to thoſe Italian duchies had been ſecured to 
the Infant, Don Carlos, by the quadruple alliance; 
and all that the Emperor required, was, that this 
Prince ſhould receive the inveſtiture of them as fiefs 
of the Empire. . 

XXIII. In Great-Britian, this year was not 
diſtinguiſhed by any tranſaction of great moment. 
Seven chiefs, of the Cherokee nations of Indians in 
America were brought to England by Sir Alexander 
Cumin. Being introduced to the King, they laid 
their crown and regalia at his feet; and by an au- 
thentick deed acknowledged themſelves ſubjects to 
his dominion, in the name of all their compatriots, 
who had veſted them with full powers for this pur- 
poſe. They were amazed and confounded at the 
niches and magnificence of the Britiſh Court: they 
compared the King and Queen to the ſun and moon, 
the Princes to the ſtars of heaven, and themſelves 
to nothing. They gave their aflent in the moſt 
lolema manner to articles of friendſhip and com- 
merce, propoſed by the lords commiſſioners for 
trade and plantations; and being loaded with pre- 
ſents of neceſſaries, arms, and ammunition, were 
re-conveyed to their own country, which borders on 
the province of South-Carolina. In the month of 
September a ſurpriſing revolution was effected at 
Conſtantinople, without bloodſhed or. confuſion. 
A few mean Janiſſaries diſplayed a flag in the ſtreets, 
exclaiming that all true Muſſulmen ought to follow 
them, and aſſiſt in reforming the government. 

hey ſoon increaſed to the number of one hundred 
thouſand, marched to the Seraglio, and demanded 
| 5 the 


K 


IV. 
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Bo Ok the Grand Vizir, the Kiaja, and Captain Pacha, 


II. 


Theſe unhappy miniſters were immediately ſtrang. 
led. Their bodies being delivered to the inſurgents, 
were dragged through the ſtreets; and afterwards 
thrown to the dogs to be devoured. Not contented 
with this ſacrifice, the revolters depoſed the Grand 
Signor Achmet, who was confined to the ſame pri- 
ſon from whence they brought his nephew Machmut, 
and raiſed this laſt to the throne, after he had lived 
{even-and-twenty years in confinement. 
$ XXIV. England was at this period infeſted with 
robbers, aſſaſſins, and incendiaries, the natural con- 
ſequences of degeneracy, corruption, and the want 
of police in the interior government of the kingdom. 
This defect, in a great meaſure, aroſe from an 
abſurd notion, that laws neceſſary to prevent thoſe 
acts of cruelty, violence and rapine, would be in- 
compatible with the liberty of the Britiſh ſubjects; a 
notion that confounds all diſtinctions between liberty 
and brutal licentiouſneſs, as if that freedom was 
defirable, in the enjoyment of which people find no 
ſecurity for their lives or effects. The peculiar de- 
pravity of the times was viſible even in the conduct 
of thoſe who preyed upon the commonwealth. 
Thieves and robbers were now become more deſpe- 
rate and ſavage than ever they had appeared ſince 
mankind was civilized. In the exerciſe of their 
rapine, they wounded, maimed, and even mut- 
dered the unhappy ſufferers, through a wantonneſs 
of barbarity. They circulated letters, demanding fums 
of money from certain individuals, on pain of re- 
ducing their Houſes to aſhes, and their families to 
ruin; and even ſet fire to the houſe: of a rich mer- 
chant in Briſtol, who had refuſed to comply with their 
demand. The ſame ſpecies of villany was practiſed 
in different parts of the kingdom; ſo that the go- 
vernment was obhged to interpoſe, and offer 2 con- 


ſiderable reward for diſcovering the ruffians con- 


med in {ſuch exgcrable deſigns. 
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XXV. In the ſpeech with which the Kingcu ap. 
opened the ſeſſion of Parliament on the twenty-firſt IV. 
day of January, he told them, that the preſent cri- 
tical conjuncture ſeemed in a very particular manner 
to deſerve their attention ; that as the tranſactions 
then depending 1n the ſeveral courts of Europe were 
upon the point of being determined, the great event 
of peace or war might be very much affected by 
their firſt reſolutions, which were expected by dif- 
ferent powers with great impatience. He ſaid, the 
continuance of that zeal and vigour with which they | 
had hitherto ſupported him and his engagements —_—_ 
muſt at this time be of the greateſt weight and im- 1 
portance both with regard to his allies, and to | '$ 
thoſe who might be diſpoſed, before the ſeaſon of 
action, to prevent, by an accommodation, the fatal 
conſequences of a general rupture. The former 
ſcene was repeated. Both Houſes in their addreſſes, 
promiſed to ſupport his Majeſty, in all his engage- 
ments: yet the members in the oppoſition demon- 
ſtrated the abſurdity of promiſing to fulfil engage - 
ments, before they could poſſibly know whether or 
not they were for the {ſervice of Great-Britain. 
Another bill was brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to prevent penſioners from ſitting as members 
of Parliament : and after a third reading, carried | i 
up to the Lords for their concurrence. When the 11371 
ſupply fell under conſideration, the debates were Wt 2! N 
renewed upon the ſubſidies to the Landgrave of "1,510 
Hetle-Cafſel and the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, which, | wil. 
however, were continued; and every article was 
granted according to the eſtimates given in for the ex- 1 
pence of the enſuing year. Two petitions being pre- no 
lented to the Commons, repreſenting the delays of juſ- 
ice, occaſioned by the ule of the Latin tongue in pro- 
ceedings at law, a bill was brought in for changing this 
practice, and enacting, that all thoſe proceſſes and 
leadings ſhould be entered in the Engliſh language. 
ough one would imagine that very little could be 
| adyanced 
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ſame t 


B O O Kadvanced againſt ſuch a regulation, the bill mc 
ſhould 


II. with warm _— on pretence that it would 
1730, Tender uſeleſs t 


e ancient records which were written 
in that language, and introduce confuſion and delay 
of Juſtice, by altering the eſtabliſhed form and me- 
thod of pleading: in ſpite of theſe objections it paſſed 
through both Houſes, and obtained the Royal aſſent. 
A great number of merchants from different pats 
of the kingdom having repeated their complaints of 
depredations and cruelties committed by the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt-Indies, their petitions were re- 
ferred to the conſideration of a grand committee. 
Their complaints upon examination appeared to be 
well founded. The Houſe preſented an addreſs to 
the King, deſiring his Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to continue his endeavours to prevent ſuch 
deptedations for the future; to procure full ſatisfac- 
tion for the damages already ſuſtained; and to ſe- 
cure to the Britiſh ſubjects the full and uninterrupted 
exerciſe of their trade and navigation to and from 
the Britiſh colonies in America. The bill againſt 
penſions produced a warm debate in the Houle of 
Lords, where it was violently oppoſed by the Duke: 
of Newcaſtle and Argyle; the Earl of Ilay, and Dr. 
Sherlock, Biſhop of Bangor. This prelate, in a 
remarkable ſpeech, repreſented it as a ſcheme to 
enlarge the power of the Houſe of Commons, and 
to break the balance. between the powers eſſential to 
the conſtitution, ſo as, ſooner or later, to prove the 
ruin of the whole. The great barrier provided 
againſt bribery and corruption by this bill conſiſted 
in an oath to be impoſed on all members of the 
Lower Houſe, by which they muſt have ſolemnly 
{worn and declared, that they had not directly, no 
indirectly, any penſion during pleaſure, or for an; 
number of years, or any office in part, or in the 
whole, held for them, or for their benefit, by ans 

erſons whatſoever ; and that they would not accept 


any ſuch penſions or offices, without ſignifying the 
| ſame 
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ſame to the Houſe within fourteen days after they c HAP. 
' ſhould be received or accepted. The bill was vin- IV. 
dicated as juſt and neceſſary by the Earls of Win- 1730. 
chelſea and Strafford, Lord Bathurſt, and Lord 
Carteret, who had by this time joined as an auxiliary 
in the oppoſition.* | 

XXVI. The Houſe of Peers proceeded to con- an. 2731. 
der the ſtate of the national debt: they read a bill 
for the free importation of wool from Ireland into 
England, which was fiercely oppoſed, and laid afide, 
contrary to all the rules of ſound policy. They 
paſſed the bill for carrying on proceedings at law in 
the Engliſh language ; and a fruitleſs motion was 
made by Lord Bathurſt for an addreſs, to deſire his 4g 
Majeſty would give directions for diſcharging the — 
Heſſian troops that were in the pay of Great-Britain. | 


*- — — * 
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On the ſeventh day of May the Parliament was pro- „ 
rogued, after the King had given them to under- 747 
tand, that all apprehenſions of war were now hap- 1 
Ply removed, by a treaty ſigned at Vienna between N 
im and the Emperor. He ſaid it was communi- "i 

cated to the Courts of France and Spain, as parties ;! (20408 
to the treaty of Seville, the execution of which it — 
principally regarded; and that it likewiſe was ſub- HY 
mitted to the conſideration of the States-General. 1 
He obſerved, that the conditions and engagements Ek 
nto which he had entered on this occaſion were [11 0 
148 

* Nothing was heard within doors in Parliament, but farcaſtick ; 100 q 


epartee and violent declamation hetween the two parties, who did not 
tonfine their altercation to theſe debates, but took the field againſt 
ch other in periodical papers, and occafional pamphlets. The paper 
alled the Craftſman had already riſen into high reputation all over 
Ligland, for the wit, humour, and ſolid reaſoning it contained. Some 
the beſt writers in the oppoſition, including Lord Bolingbroke and 
P. made uſe of this vehicle to convey their animadverſions upon 
tie miniſter, who, on his fide, employed the moſt wretched ſcribblers 
v defend his conduct. It was in conſequence of two political pam- 
lets, written in oppoſition to each other, by Lord Hervey and Mr. P. 
nd ſome recrimination they produced in the Houſe of Commons, 
tht his Lordſhip challenged the other to.fingle Combat, and had well 
ig) Joſt his life in the duel, which was fought in Hyde Park. 
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able to that neceſſary concern which the Brit 
py 1. * — muſt always have for the ſecurity and pre- 
ſervation of the balance of power in Euro e: and 
thit this happy turn, duly improved with a juſt 
regard to former-allances, yielded a favourable pro- 
ſpect of ſeeing the publick tranquillity re-efa- 
iſhed. | 
* Xxvn In the month of January the Duke of 
Parma died, after having made a will in which he 
declared his Ducheſs was three months advanced in 
her pregnancy; entreating the allied powers of 
Europe to have compaſſion upon his people, and 
defer the execution of their projects until his conſort 
ſhould be delivered. In cafe the child thould be filll 
born, or die after the birth, he bequeathed his do- 
minions and allodial Eftates to the infant Don Carlos 
of Spain ; and appointed five regents to govern the 
duchy. Notwithſtanding this diſpofition, a my 
of Imperial troops immediately took poſſefſion 0 
Parma and Placentia, under the command of Ge- 
neral Stampa, who declared they ſhould conduct 
themſelves with all pofhible regularity and ene. 
tion, and leave the adminiſtration entirely to : 
regents whom the Duke had appointed. = 
ublickly proclaimed in the market-place, that - e) 
took poſſeſſion of theſe duchies for the Infant, 5 
Carlos: and that if the Ducheſs Dowager ſhould no 
be delivered of a Prince, the ſaid Infant might : 
ceive the inveſtiture from the Emperor whenever | 
would, provided he ſhould come without an _ 
Though thele ſteps ſeemed to threaten an imme 5 « 
war, the King of Great-Britain and the States- ” 
neral interpoſed their mediation fo 8 . 
the Court of Vienna, that the Emperor deſiſte — 
the proſecution of his deſign; and on the _ 1 
day of March concluded at Vienna a treaty w! ** 
Britannick Majeſty, by which he conſented to — 
draw his troops from Parma and Placentia. E. 
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according to the treaty of Seville. He likewiſe 
zreed, That the Oſtend company, which had given 
ſuch umbrage to the maritime powers, ſhould be 


powers concerned in the treaty of Seville thould 
guarantee the pragmatick ſanction, or ſucceſſion of 
the Auſtrian hereditary dominion to the heirs female 
of the Emperor, 1n cafe he ſhould die without male. 
ſve, The Dutch miniſter reſiding at the Imperial 
Court did not ſubſcribe this treaty, becauſe, by the 
maxims received in that republick, and the nature 
of her government, he could not be veſted with full 
powers ſo ſoon as it would have been neceflary : 
nevertheleſs the States-General were, by a ſeparate 
micle, expreſsly named as a principal contracting 
pry. 
FXXVIII. On the twenty-ſecond day of July 
new treaty was ſigned at Vienna between the Em- 
jeror and the Kings of Great-Britain and Spain, 
ending to confirm the former. In Auguſt a treaty 
union and defenſive alliance between the electo- 
ates of Saxony and Hanover was executed at Dreſ- 
&n, The Court of Spain exprefling ſome doubts 
"itt regard to the pregnancy of the Ducheſs of 
fuma, ſhe underwent a formal examination by 
re midwives of different nations in preſence of the 
der Ducheſs Dowager, ſeveral ladies of quality, 
bree phyſicians and a ſurgeon ; and was declared 
th child: nevertheleſs, after having kept all Europe 
t{uſpenſe for ſix months, ſhe owned the had been 
keved ; and General Stampa, with the Imperial 
hoes, took formal poſſeſſion of the duchies of 
ha, and Placentia. Spain and the Great Duke 
f Tuſcany having acceded to the laſt treaty of 
na, the Crown of Great-Britain engaged to 
WP an armament that ſhould convoy Don Carlos 
w his new dominions. Accordingly, Sir Charles 
Niger failed with a ſtrong ſquadron from Portſ- 
K K 2 mouth 


totally diffolved, on condition that the contracting 
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oO o k mouth on the twenty-ſixth day of Auguſt; and in whe 


H. September arrived at Barcelona, where being joined and 
1731. by the Spaniſh fleet and tranſports, they failed to- 5 


gether to Leghorn; from whence the Admiral re- ing 

| turned to England. Don Carlos paſſed through his 
part of France, and embarking at Antibes on board Eur 

| of the Spaniſh gallies, arrived at Leghorn in De- of 
cember. Then the Imperial General withdrew his of F 
forces into the Milaneſe ; and the Infant took poſ- wer, 
ſeſſion of his new territories. Tuſ 
XXIX. During theſe tranſactions France was agre 
diſtracted by religious diſputes, occaſioned by the dom 

bull Unigenitus thundered againſt the doctrines of bet 
Janſenius; a bill which had produced a ſchiſm in ſery 

the Gallican Church, and well nigh involved that hou 


country in civil war and confuſion. It was oppoſed for 1 
dy the Parliaments and lay tribunals of the kingdom; ably 
but many biſhops, and the Jeſuits in general, were men 
its moſt ſtrenuous aſſertors. All the artifices of men 
prieſt- craft were practiſed on both ſides to inflame cire 
the enthuſiaſm, and manage the ſuperſtition of the peo] 
people. Pretended miracles were wrought at the in | 
tomb of Abbe Paris, who had died without accept- «0 
ing the bull, conſequently was declared damned by 4 
the abettors of that conſtitution. On the other hand, mea 


the Jeſuits exerted all their abilities and induſtry in duri 
preaching againſt the Janſeniſts; in eſtabliſhing an mot! 


'opinion of their ſuperior ſanctity ; and . * a cutii 
ſpirit of quietiſm among their votaries, who Were taſk 
"tranſported into the delirium of poſſeſſion, illumina- and 
tion and ſupernatural converſe. Theſe arts were 8 com 
often uſed for the moſt infamous purpoſes. Female dica 
enthuſiaſts were wrought up to ſuch a violence of not 
agitation, that nature fainted under the ſtruggle, Her 


and the pſeudo ſaint ſeized this opportunity of vio- Wl Maj 
lating the chaſtity of his penitent. Such was ſaid to of t. 
be the caſe of Mademoiſelle la Cadiere, a young appr 
gentlewoman of Toulon, abuſed in this manner by the 


the luſt and villany of Pere Girard, a noted) —_ txpr 
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who underwent a trial before the Parliament of Aix, c HAP. 
and very narrowly eſcaped the ſtake. -— 
XXX. The Parliament of Great-Britain meet- 1731. 
ing on the thirteenth day of January, the King in 
his ſpeech declared, that the General tranquillity of 
Europe was reſtored and eſtabliſhed by the laſt treaty 
of Vienna: and Don Carlos was actually poſſeſſed 
of Parma and Placentia : that fix thouſand Spaniards 
were quietly admitted and quartered in the duchy of 
Tuſcany, to ſecure, by the expreſs conſent and 
agreement of the Great Duke, the reverſion of his 
dominions ; and that a family convention was made 
between the Courts of Spain and Tuſcany, for pre- 
ſerving mutual peace and friendſhip in the two 
houſes. He told the Commons, that the eſtimates 
for the ſervice of the current year would be conſider- 
ably leſs than thoſe of former years. He recome 
mended unanimity : he obſerved that his govern- 
ment had no ſecurity but what was equally condu- N 
cive to their happineſs, and to the protection of his "4" 
people : that their ＋ had no foundation but With. 
in the defence and ſupport of his government. 14; 
„Our fafety (ſaid he) is mutual, and our intereſts . { 
g 

| | 


* are inſeparable.” The oppoſition to the Court 
meaſures appears to have been uncommonly ſpirited | 147 
during the courſe of this ſeſſion. The miniſter's "A 
motions were attacked with all the artillery of elo- [412.0 
cution. His principal emiſſaries were obliged to 11 
taſk their faculties to their full exertion, to puzzle 15 
and perplex where they could not demonſtrate and WA. 
convince, to miſrepreſent what they could not vin- 110 
dicate, and to elude the arguments which they could “/ 


not refute. In the Houſe of Commons Lord 4 
Hervey, lately appointed Vice Chamberlain of his 114 
Majeſty's houſehold, made a motion for an addreſs 1 
of thanks, in which they ſhould declare their entire 1 
approbation of the King's conduct, acknowledge | i 
the bleſſings they enjoyed under his government, 41% 
epreſs their confidence in the wiſdom of his coun- 16 1 
cils; 108 
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BOOK cils; and declare their readinefs to grant the neceſſary 


ſtraight channel into port, yet took it in his head to 
EP carry 


carr 

3 II. ſupplies. This member, ſon to the Earl of Briſtol, rock 
1731. Was a nobleman of ſome parts, which, however, num 
were more ſpecious than ſolid. He condeſcended and 
to act as a_ſubaltern to the miniſter, and approved mou 
himſelf extremely active in forwarding all his de- triur 
ſigns, whether as a ſecret emiſſary or publick orator; ham 
- in which laſt capacity he appears to have been pert, a ge 
frivolous, and frothy. His motion was ſeconded nero 
by Mr. Clutterbuck, and oppoſed by Sir Wilfred thing 
Lawſon, . Mr. Shippen, M. W. Pulteney, Sir of tl 
Wiltam Wyndham, and Mr. Oglethorpe. They tick 
did not argue againſt a general addreſs of thanks; that 
but expoſed the abſurdity and bad tendency of raſed 
expreſſions which implied a blind approbation of Wl full 
all the meaſures of the miniſtry. Sir Wilfred Law- comt 
ſon obſerved, that notwithſtanding the great things was 
we had done for the. crown of Spain, and the favours lour 
we had procured for the Royal Family of that king- inyal 
dom, little or no ſatisfaction had as yet been received the 
for the injuries our merchants had ſuſtained from preſſe 
that nation. Mr. Pulteney took notice, that the not f 
nation, by becaming guarantee to the pragmatick bad 
ſanction, laid itſelf under an obligation to aſſiſt the in al 
Auſtrian family when attacked by any potentate with 
whatever, except the Grand Signor: that they might the 
be attacked when it would be much againſt the motic 
intereſt of the kingdom to engage itſelf in a war paym 
upon any foreign account: that it might one day Newe 
de for the intereſt of the nation to join againſt them, conce 
in order to preſerve the balance of Europe, the miniſ 
eſtabliſhing of which had already coſt England ſuch benen 
immenſe ſums of money. He inſiſted upon the count 
abſurdity of concluding ſuch a number of incon- of go 
ſiſtent treaties; and concluded with ſaying, that if it was 
affairs abroad were now happily eſtabliſhed, the of th; 
miniſtry which conducted them might be compared Bi partic 
to a pilot, who, though there was a clear, fate, and to cor 
no ex 
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carry the ſhip a great way about, through ſands, e HAP. 


rocks, and ſhallows; who, after having loit a great 
number of ſeamen, deſtroyed a great deal of tackle 
and rigging, and ſubjected the owners to an enor- 
mous expence, at laſt by chance hits the port, and 
trumphs in his good conduct. Sir William Wynd- 
ham ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe. Mr. Oglethorpe, 
a gentleman of unblemiſhed character, brave, ge- 
nerous, and humane, affirmed that many other 
things related more nearly to the honour and intereſt 
of the nation than did the guarantee of the pragma- 
tick ſanction. He ſaid he withed to have heard 
that the new works at Dunkirk had been entirely 
raſed and deſtroyed: that the nation had received 
full and complete ſatisfaction for the depredations 
committed by the natives of Spain : that more care 
was taken in diſcipling the militia, on whoſe va- 
lour the nation muſt chiefly depend in caſe of an 
invaſion; and that ſome regard had been thown to 
the oppreſſed Proteſtants in Germany. He ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction to find that the Enguth were 
not ſo cloſely united to France as formerly ; for he 
bad generally obſerved, that when two dogs were 
in a leaſh together, the ſtronger generally ran away 
with the weaker; and this he was afraid had been 
the caſe between France and Great-Britain, The 
motion was vigorouſly defended by Mr. Pelham, 
paymaſter of the forces, and brother to the Duke of 
Newcaſtle, a man whoſe greateſt fault was his, being 
concerned in ſupporting the meaſure of à corrupt 
miniſtry. In _ | | 

benevolent, and even attached to the intereſt of his 
country, though egregiouſly miſtaken in his notions 
of government. Gn this occaſion he aſlerted that 
it was no way inconſiſtent with the honour or dignity 
of that Houſe to thank his Majeſty in the moſt 
particular terms for every thing he had been pleaſed 
to communicate in his ſpeech from the throne : that 
no expreſſions of approbation in the addreſs * 


er reſpects he was liberal, candid, 


IV. 


1734. 
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BO o K be any way made uſe of to prevent an inquiry into decl. 
IT. the meaſures which had been purſued, when the city, 
1731. treaties ſhould be laid before the Houſe. He ſaid, meal 

at the opening of a ſeſſion the eyes of all Europe Mor 


were turned towards Great-Britain, and from the Wil! 
Parliament's firſt reſolves all the neighbouring pow- and 
ers judged of the unanimity that would enſue be- table 
tween Tis Majeſty and the repreſentatives of his tion 
_ le: that their appearing jealous or diffident of ter P 
is Majeſty's conduct would weaken his influence ſever 
upon the councils of foreign ſtates and potentates, W. 


and perhaps put it out of his power to rectify any argut 
falſe ſtep that might have been made by his mini- num 


ſters. His arguments were reinforced by a long of m. 
ſpeech from Mr. H. Walpole. The queſtion was king, 
put, the motion carried, and the addrefs preſented. awe 
" F{F XXRI. The next ſubject of debate was the meaſ 
number of land- forces. When the ſupply fell under embr 
conſideration, Sir W. Strickland, ſecretary at War, ſo mi 
moved that the ſame number which had been main- no d 
tained in the preceding year ſhould be continued in that 
pay. On the other | Karp Lord Morpeth, having armie 
demonſtrated the danger to which the liberties of of ne 
the nation-might be expoſed, by maintaining a nu- in G1 
merous ſtanding army in time of peace, made a mo- Lalo 
tion that the number ſhould” be reduced to twelve Mon 
thouſand. A warm debate enſuing, was . managed leaſt 1 
in favour of the firſt motion by Lord Hervey, Sir jets: 
Robert Walpole, and his brother, Mr. Pelham, and amon 
Sir Philip — Attorney- general. This gentle- fortur 
man was counted a better lawyer than a politician, count 
and ſhone more as an advocate at the bar than as prope 
an orator in the Houſe of Commons. The laſt were 
partiſan of the miniſtry was Sir William Yonge, Parlia 
one of the Lords Commiſſioners in the treaſury; J t 
2 man who rendered himſelf ſerviceable and ne- veplie 
ceſſary, by ſtooping to all compliances, running uncor 


1d f ject er 
upon every ſcent and haranguing on every ſubje perou 
with an even, uninterrupted, tedious flow of dull & a {i 
| | 1 declamation, 
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city, concluſions from falſe premiſes, words without 
meaning, and language without propriety. Lord 
Morpeth's motion was eſpouſed by Mr. Watkin 
Williams Wynne, a gentleman of an ancient family 
and opulent fortune in Wales, brave, open, hoſpi- 
table, and warmly attached to the ancient conſtitu- 
tion and Hierarchy : he was ſupported by Mr. Wal- 
ter Plumer, A N with weight, preciſion, and 
ſeverity, by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr. Shippen, Mr. 
W. Pulteney, and Mr. Barnard. The Courtiers 
ed that it was neceſſary to maintain ſuch a 
number of land- forces as might defeat the deſigns 
of malcontents, ſecure the interior tranquillity of the 
kingdom, defend it from external affaults, over- 
awe its neighbours, and enable it to take vigorous 
meaſures in caſe the peace of Europe ſhould be re- 
embroiled.” They affirmed, the ſcience of war was 
ſo much altered, and required ſo much attention, that 
no dependance was to be placed upon a militia : 
that all nations were obliged to maintain ſtanding 
armies, for their ſecurity againſt the encroachments 
of neighbouring powers : that the number of troops 
in Great-Britain was too inconſiderable to excite the 
jealouſy of the people, even under an ambitious 
Monarch: that his Majeſty never entertained the 
kaſt thought of infringing the liberties of his fub- 
ects: that it could not be ſuppoſed that the officers, 
among whom were many gentlemen of family and 
fortune, would ever concur in a deſign to enſlave their 
country; and that the forces now in pay could not be 
properly deemed a ſtanding army, inaſmuch as they 
vere voted and maintained from year to year by the 
Parliament, which was the repreſentative of the people. 
To theſe arguments the members in the oppoſition 
Tephed, that a ſtanding force in time of peace was 
unconſtitutional, and had been always thought dan- 
gerous; that a militia was as capable of diſcipline 
va ſtanding army, and would have more incentives 
to 
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B OO K to courage and perſeverance : that the civil magi- 


Il. 


1731. 


ſtrate was able to preſerve the peace of the country: 


that the number of the malcontents was altogether | 


contemptible though it might he conſiderably aug- 
mented by maintaining a ſtanding army, and other 
ſuch arbitrary meaſures : that other nations had been 
enſlaved by ſtanding arnues; and howſoever they 
might find themſelves neceſſitated to depend upon 
a military force for ſecurity. againſt encroaching 
neighbours, the caſe was very different with regard 
to Great-Britain, for the defence of which nature had 
provided in a pon manner ; that this proviſion 
was ſtrengthened and improved by a numerous navy, 
which ſecured her dominion of the ſea; and, if 
properly diſpoſed, would render all invaſion imprac- 
ticable, or at leaſt ineffectual ; that the land-army of 
Great-Britain, - though ſufficient to endanger the 
hberties of an unarmed people, could not poſſibly 
ſecure ſuch an extent of, coaſt, and therefore could 
be of very little ſervice in preventing an invaſion : 
that though they had all imaginable confidence in 
his Majeſty's regard to the liberty of his ſubjects, 


they could not help apprehending, that ſhould a 


ſtanding army become . part of the conſtitution, an- 
other Prince of more dangerous talents, and more 


fatal deſigns, might ariſe, and employ it for the 


worſt purpoſes of ambition : that though many ot- 
ficers were gentlemen of honour and probity, theſe 
might be eaſily diſcarded, and the army gradually 
moulded into a quite different temper. By thele 
means, practiſed in former times, an army had 
been new modelled to ſuch a degree, that they 
turned their ſwords againſt the Parliament, for whoſe 
defence they had been raiſed, and deſtroyed the 
conſtitution both in Church and State: that with 
reſpect to its: being wholly dependent on the Parlu- 
ment, the people of England would have reaſon to 
complain of the ſame hardſhip, whether 2 ſtauding 
army ſhould be declared at once indiſpenſable, or 
. | | regularly 
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regularly voted from year to year, according to the c H AP. 
direction of the miniſtry : that the ſanction of the IV. 
legiſlature granted to meaſures which in themſelves 
are unconſtitutional, burthenſome, odious, and re- 
pugnant to the genius of the nation, inſtead of 
yielding conſolation, would ſerve only to demon- 
firate, that the moſt effectual method of forging the 
chains of national ſlavery would be that of miniſ- 
terial influence operating upon a venal Parliament. 
Such were the reaſons urged againſt a ſtanding army, 
of what number ſoe ver it might be compoſed : but 
the expediency of reducing the number from about 
eighteen thouſand to twelve thouſand, was inſiſted 
upon as the natural conſequence of his Majeſty's 
declaration, by which they were given to underſtand 
that the peace of Europe was eſtabliſhed ; and that 
he had nothing ſo — at heart as the eaſe and proſ- _ 
perity of his people. It was ſuggeſted, that if eigh- 
teen thouſand men were ſufficient on the ſuppoſed 
eve of a general war in Europe, it was ſurely rea- 
lonable to think that a leſs number would ſuffice 
when peace was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. Whatever 
effect theſe reaſons had upon the body of the nation, 
they made no converts in the Houſe, where the 
majority reſolved that the ſtanding army ſhould be 
maintained without reduction. Mr. Plumer com- 
plained, that the country was oppreſſed by an arbi- 
trary method of quartering ſoldiers, in an undue 
proportion, upon thoſe publicans who refuſed to vote 
in elections according to the direction of the miniſ- 
y. Mr. Pulteney aſſerted, that the money raiſed 
for the ſubſiſtence of eighteen thouſand men in Engj-- 
land, would maintain fixty thouſand French or 
Germans, or the ſame number of almoſt any other 
people on the, continent. Sir William Wyndham 
declared, that eighteen thouſand of the Engliſh 
troops in the late war were maintained on leſs than 
, tvo-thirds of the ſum now demanded for the like 


number: 
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B © OKnumber: but no regard was paid to theſe allega- 


II. tions. 
$ XXXII. The next object of importance that 


1731. 


attracted the notice of the Houſe, was the ſtate of 
the Charitable Corporation. This company was firit 
erected in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeven. Their profeſſed intention was to lend mone 

at legal intereſt to the poor, upon ſmall pledges; 
and to perſons of better rank upon an indubitable 
ſecurity of goods impawned. Their capital was at 
firſt limited to thirty thouſand pounds; but, by 
hcences from the crown, they increaſed it to ſix 
hundred thouſand pounds, though their charter was 
never confirmed by act of Parlament. In the month 
of October, George Robinſon, eſquire, member 
for Marlow, the cafhier, and John Thompſon, 
warehouſe-keeper of the corporation, diſappeared in 
one day. The proprietors, alarmed at this inci- 
dent, held ſeveral general courts, and appointed a 
committee to inſpect the ſtate of their affairs. They 
reported, that for a capital of above five hundred 


thouſand pounds no equivalent was found; inaſmuch 


as their effects did not amount to the value of thirty 
thouſand, the remainder having been embezzled by 
means which they could not diſcover. The pro- 
prietors, in a petition to the Houſe of Commons, 


repreſented that by the moſt notorious breach of 


truſt in ſeveral perſons to whom the care and ma- 
nagement of their affairs were committed, the cor- 
poration had been defrauded of the greateſt part of 
their capital; and that many of the petitioners were 
reduced to the utmoſt degree of miſery and diſtreſs; 
they, therefore, prayed, 'that as they were unable to 
detect the combinations of thoſe who had ruined 
them, or to bring the delinquents to juſtice, without 
the aid of the power and authority of Parliament, 
the Houſe would vouchſafe to inquire into the ſtate 
of the corporation, and the conduct of their mana- 


gers; and give ſuch relicf to the petitioners as to the 
| | Houle 
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Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. The petition was gra- H AP. 
ciouſly received, and a ſecret committee appointed 1 
to proceed on the inquiry. They ſoon diſcovered 6 
moſi iniquitous ſcene of fraud, which had been acted 
by Robinſon and Thompſon, in concert with ſome 
of the directors, for embezzling the capital, and 
cheating the proprietors. Many perſons of rank and 
quality were concerned in this infamous conſpiracy : 
ſome of the firſt characters in the nation did not 
eſcape ſuſpicion and cenſure. Sir Robert Sutton 
and Sir Archibald Grant were expelled the Houſe of 
Commons, as having had a conſiderable fhare in 
thoſe fraudulent practices: a bill was brought in to 
reſtrain them and other delinquents from leaving the 
kingdom, or alienating their effects. In the mean 
time, the committee received a letter from Signor 
John Angelo Bellom, an eminent banker at Rome, 
giving them to underſtand, that Thompſon was ſe- 
cured in that city, with all his papers, and confined 
to the caſtle of St. Angelo; and that the papers were 
tranſmitted to his correſpondent at Paris, who would 
deliver them up, on certain conditions ſtipulated in 
favour of the priſoner. This letter was conſidered as 
an artifice to inſinuate a favourable opinion of the 
Pretender, as if he had taken meaſures for ſecuring 
Thompſon, from his zeal for juſtice, and affection 
for the Engliſh people. On this ſuppoſition, the 
propoſals were rejected with diſdain ; and both 
Houſes concurred in an order that the letter ſhould 
be burned at the Royal Exchange, by the hands of 
the common hangman. The Lower Houſe reſolved, 
that it was an inſolent and audacious libel, abſurd 
and contradictory ; that the whole tranſaction was a 
leandalous artifice, calculated to delude the unhappy, 
and to diſguiſe and conceal the wicked practices of 
the profeſſed enemies to his Majeſty's perſon, crown, 
and dignity. 

XXXIII. No motion, during this ſeſſion, pro- 
duced ſuch a warm conteſt as did that of Sir Robert 

1 Walpole, 
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Bo O x Walpole, when, after a long preamble, he propoſed 


II. 
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that the duties on ſalt, which about two years be- 
fore had been aboliſhed, ſhould now be revived, and 
granted to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for 
the term of three years. In order to ſweeten this 
propoſal, he declared that the land-tax for the en- 
ſuing year ſhould be reduced to one ſhilling in the 

nd. All the members of the country party were 
immediately in commotion. They expreſſed their 
ſurprize at the groſſneſs of tlie impoſition. They 
obſerved, that two years had ſcarce elapſed ſince the 
King, in a ſpeech from the throne, had exhorted 
them to aboliſh ſome of the taxes that were the moſt 
burthenſome to the poor: the Houſe was then of 
opinion, that the tax upon ſalt was the moſt bur- 
thenſome, and the moſt pernicious to the trade of 
the kingdom, of all the impoſitions to which the 
poor were ſubjected, and therefore it was taken off: 
but that no good reaſon could be produced for al- 
tering their opinion ſo ſuddenly, and reſolving to 
grind the faces of the poor, in order to eaſe a few 
rich men of the 12 They affirmed, 
that the moſt general taxes are not always the leaſt 
burthenſome : that after a nation is obliged to ex- 
tend their taxes farther than the luxuries of their 
country, thioſe taxes that can be raiſed with the leaſt 
charge to the publick, are the moſt convenient and 
eaſieſt to the people: but they ought carefully to 
avoid taxing thoſe things which are neceſſary for 
the ſubſiſtence of the poor. The price of all neceſ- 
faries being thus enhanced, the wages of the tradeſ- 
man and manufacturer muſt be increaſed ; and where 
theſe are high the manufacturers will be underſold by 
thoſe of cheaper countries. The trade muſt of con- 
ſequence be ruined; and it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
the landed gentleman would chooſe to fave a ſhil- 
ling in the pound from the land-tax, by means of 


an expedient that wauld ruin the manufactures of 


his country, and decreaſe the value of his own — 
) tune. 
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tune. They alledged that the ſalt-tax particularlyc HAP. 
affected the poor, who could not afford to eat freſh IV. 
proviſions; and that, as it formerly occaſioned mur- 
murs and diſcontents among the lower claſs of peo- 
ple, the revival of it would, in all probability, exaſ- 
perate them into open ſedition. They obſerved, 
that while it was exacted in England, a great num- 
ber of merchants ſent their ſhips to Ireland, to be 
victualled for their reſpective voyages; that, ſince it 
had been aboliſhed, many experiments had been 
ſucceſsfully tried with ſalt for the improvement of 
zericulture, which would be entirely defeated by the 
revival of this impoſition. They ſuggeſted that the 
land- tax was raiſed at a very ſmall expence, and 
ſubject to no fraud, whereas that upon ſalt would 
employ a great number of additional officers in the 
revenue, wholly depending upon the miniſtry, whoſe 
influence in elections they would proportionably in- 
creaſe, They even hinted, that this confideration 
was one powerful motive for propoſing the revival 
of an odious tax, which was in effect an exciſe, and 
would be deemed a ſtep towards a general exciſe 
upon all forts of proviſions. Finally, they demon- 
ſtrated that the ſalt- tax introduced numberleſs frauds 
and perjuries in different articles of trafftick. Sir 
Robert Walpole endeavoured to obviate all theſe 
objections in a long ſpeech, which was minutely 
anſwered and refuted in every article by Mr. Pulte- 
ney, Nevertheleſs, the queſtion being put, the 
maſter's motion was carried in the affirmative, 
and the duty revived : yet, before the bill paſſed, 
divers motions were made, and additional clauſes 
propoſed by the members in the oppoſition. New 
debates were raiſed on every new objection, and rhe 
— were obliged to diſpute their ground hy 
inches. 

XXXIV. The penſion-bill was revived, and 
for the third time rejected in the Houſe of Lords. 
A bill for the encouragement of the ſugar colonies 

: | paſſed 
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BO o E paſſed through the Lower Houſe with great difficulty, m 


II. 


but was loſt among the Peers : another, for the bet- ar 


1731. ter ſecuring the freedom of Parliaments, by further ne 


| diſpleaſure. The King, on the firſt day of July, 


qualifying members to fit in the Houſe of Commons, 
was read the third time, and thrown out upon the 
queſtion. A committee had been appointed to in- 
quire into a fale of the eftate which had belonged to 
the late Earl of Derwentwater. It appeared by the 
report, that_ the fale had been fraudulent : a bill 
was prepared to make it void : Dennis Bond, 
eſquire, and Serjeant Birch, commiſſioners for the 
ſale of the forfeited eſtates, were declared guilty of 
notorious breach of truſt, and expelled the Houle, 
of which they were members : George Robinſon, 
eſquire, underwent the ſame ſentence, on account 
of the part he acted in the Charitable Corporation, 
as he and Thompſon had neglected to ſurrender 
themſelves, according to the terms of a bill which 
had paſſed for that purpoſe. During this ſeſſion, 
five members of Parliament were expelled for the 
moſt ſordid acts of knayery ; a ſure ſign of national 
degeneracy and diſhonour. All the ſupplies were 

anted, and among other articles, the ſum of two- 
and-twenty, thouſand ſix hundred ninety-four pounds, 
ſeven ſhillings, and ſixpence, for the agio or differ- 
ence of the ſubſidies payable to the Crown of Den- 
mark, in purſuance of the treaty ſubſiſting between 
the late King and that Monarch : but this was not 
obtained without a violent diſpute. Mr. Pulteney, 
who bore a conſiderable ſhare in all theſe debates, 
became in a little time ſo remarkable as to be thought 
worthy of a very particular mark of his Majeſty's 


called for the council-book, and with his own hand 
ſtruck the name of William Pulteney, eſquire, out 
of the liſt of Privy-councillors : his Majeſty further 
ordered him to be put out of all the commiſſions 
of the peace. The ſeveral Lord-lieutenants, from 


whom he had received deputations, were com, 
manded 


* 
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manded to revoke them; and the Lord-Chancellorc H AP. 
and Secretaries of State were directed to give the {1V-_ 
neceſſary orders for that purpoſe. gs 
$ XXXV. Nor did the Houſe of Peers tamely 
and unanimouſly ſubmit to the meaſures of the mi- 
niſtry. The penſion-bill being read, was again re- 
jected, and a proteſt entered. A debate aroſe about 
the number of ſtanding forces; and the Earl of 
Cheſterfield argued for the Court motion. The 
Earl of Oxford moved that they nught be reduced 
to twelve thouſand effective men. The Earl of 
Winchelſea obſerved, that a ſtanding army rendered 
miniſters of ſtate more daring than otherwiſe they 
would be, in contriving and executing 2 
that were grie vous to the people: ſchemes that ne- 
rer could enter into the heads of any but thoſe who 
were drunk with exceſs of power. The Marquis of 
Tweedale, in reaſoning againſt ſuch a number as 
the miniſtry propoſed, took occaſion to obſerve, 
that not one ſhilling of the forfeited eſtates was ever 
applied to the uſe of the publick : he likewiſe took 
notice, that the eighteen thouſand men, demanded 
a a ſtanding force, were modelled in ſuch a manner, 
that they might be ſpeedily augmented to forty 
thouſand men on any emergeney. The Duke of 
Argyle endeavoured to demonſtrate the danger of 
depending for the ſafety of the kingdom upon. an 
undiſciplined militia, a fleet, or an army of auxili- 
anes, Then he repreſented the neceſſity of having 
recourſe to a regular army 1n caſe of invaſion ; and 
after all, acknowledged, that the number propoſed 
Was no way ſufficient for that purpoſe. All his 
uguments were anſwered and refuted in an excellent 
pech by Lord Carteret: nevertheleſs, victory de- 
Clared for the miniſter. The Parliament having 
granted every branch of the ſupply, towards the 
payment of which they borrowed a ſum from the 
lnking-fund, and paſſed divers other acts for the 
encouragement of commerce and agriculture, the 
VOL. II. LL King, 
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3 OO KKing, on the firſt day of June, gave the Royal aſſent 
II. to the bills that were prepared, and cloſed the ſeſſion, 
. after having informed both Houſes that the States. 
General had acceded to the treaty of Vienna; that 

he had determined to viſit his German dominions, 

and to leave the Queen Regent in his abſence. He 
accordingly ſet out for Hanover in the beginning of 

June. By this time the pragmatick ſanction was 
confirmed by the Diet of the empire, though not 
without a formal proteſt by the Electors Palatine, 


Bavaria, and Saxony. 


CHAP. | 
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J. Remarkable inflance of ſuicide. & II. Affairs of 
the Continent. & III. Meeting of the Parliament. 
IV. Addreſs to the King touching the Spaniſh de- 
predations. & V. The Exciſe ſcheme propoſed by Sir 
Robert Walpole. & VI. Oppoſition to the ſcheme. 
$ VII. Bill for à dower to the Princeſs Royal. 
VIII. Debate in the Houſe of Lords concerning the 
eltates of the late Directors of the South-ſea Company. 
IX. Double election of a King in Poland. & X. The 
Kings of France, Spain, and Sardinia join againſt the 
Emperor. & XI. The Prince of Orange arrives in 
England. & XII. Altercation in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. I XIII. Debate about the removal of the 
Duke of Bolton and Lord Viſcount Cobham from their 
reſpective regiments. & XIV. Motion for the repeal 
of the ſeptennial act. & XV. Concluſion of a re- 
markable ſpeech by Sir M. Wyndham. & XVI. MS 
ſage from the King for powers to augment the forces 
in the intervals between the two Parhaments. 


XVII. Oppoſition in the Houſe of Peers. Parlia- 


vent diſſolved. & XVIII. Dantzick beſieged by the 


=_ ns. XIX. Philipſburgh taken by the French. 
Don Carlos takes poſſeſſion of Naples. \ XX. Battle 
of Parma. & XXI. The Imperialiſis are again 
worſted at Guftalla, An edict in France compelling 
the Britiſh ſubjedts in that kingdom to inliſt in the 
French army. & XXII. New Parliament in Great- 
Britain, & XXIII. Debate on à ſubſidy to Den- 
mark, XXIV. Petition of ſome Scottiſh noble- 
men 10 the Houſe of Peers. XXV. Bill explaining 
an act of the Scottiſh Parliament touching wronguous 
mpriſonment.  XXVI. Miſunderſtanding between 
the Courts of Spain and Portugal. Sir John Norris 
Jails with a firong ſquadron to Liſbon. & XXVII. 
Preliminaries figned by the Emperor and the King of 
| L-L2 France. 
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B "ow I. THE moſt remarkable incident that diſ- 
13 tinguiſhed this year in England was a 
1732, very uncommon inſtance of ſuicide ;, an act of deſpair 


'who ſhould carry the encloſed gm to the perion neio! 
for whom they were addreſſed. In I 
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France. & XXVIII. Proceedings in Parliony. 
XXIX. Bill for preventing the retuil of ſpiri- 
tuous liquors, Another for the relief of Quakers in the 
article of tithes. \ XXX. Mortmain act. \ XXX1, 
Remarkable riot at Edinburgh. V XXXIl. Ru. 
ture between the Carina and the Ottoman Porte, 
XXXIII. The /effion of Parliament opened 1) 
commiſſion. & XXXIV. Motion in both Houſes for 
@ ſettlement on the Prince of Wales. \ XXXV, 
Fierce debate on this ſubject. & XXXVI. Sehen 
by Sir John Barnard for reducing the intereſt of the 
national debt, & XX XVII. Bill againft the city of 
Edinburgh.  XXXVIII. Play-houſe bill. 


ſo trequent among the Engliſh, that in other coun- 
tries it is objected to them as a national reproach. 
Though it may be generally termed the effect oi 
lunacy proceeding from natural cauſes, operating on 
the human body, in ſome few inſtances it ſeems to 
have been the reſult of cool deliberation. Richard 
Smith, a bookbinder, and priſoner for debt within 
the liberties of the King's-Bench, perſuaded his witc 


to follow his example in making away with herlcl, , ., ) 
after they had murthered their little infant. This 2 
wretched pair were in the month of April found * 
hanging in their bed- chamber, at about a yard's ay, 
diſtance from each other; and in a ſeparate apart- | 


ment the child lay dead in a cradle. They left tuo 
papers encloſed in a ſhort letter to their landlord, flea 
whoſe kindneſs they implored in favour of their dog 
and cat. They even left money to pay the port em 


one of theſe the 
huſband thanked. that perſon for the marks of friend- 


| 0 
ſhip he had received at his hands; and complained 4 
of the ill offices he had undergone from a different — 


1 quarter. 
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quarter. The other paper, ſubſcribed by the huſ-C HAP. 
band and wife, contained the reaſons which induced . 
them to act ſuch a tragedy on themſelves and their 1732. 


offspring. This letter was altogether ſurprizing for 
the calm reſolution, the good humour, and the 
propriety with which it was written. They declared, 
that they withdrew themſelves from poverty and 
rags; evils that, through a train of unlucky acci- 
dents, were become inevitable. They appealed to 
their neighbours for the induſtry with which they 
had endeavoured to earn a hvelihood, They juſti- 
fed the murther of their child, by ſaying, it was 
leſs cruelty to take her with them, than to leave her 
fnendleſs in the world, expoſed to 1gnorance and 
miſery. They profeſſed their belief and confidence 
in an AL MIGHTY Go, the fountain of goodneſs and 
beneficence, who could not poſſibly take delight in 
the miſery of his creatures : they, therefore, * 
up their lives to him without any terrible apprehen- 
ons; ſubmitting themſelves to thoſe ways which, 
in his goodneſs, he ſhould appoint after death. Theſe 
unfortunate ſuicides had been always induſtrious and 
rugal, invincibly honeſt, and remarkable for con- 
jugal affection. 

II. Truſtees having been appointed by charter 
to ſuperintend a new ſettlement in Georgia, ſituated 
to the ſouthward of Carolina in America, Mr, Ogle- 
thorpe, as General, and Governor of the province, 
embarked at Graveſend, with a number of poor 


families, to plant that colony. The King of Spain 


having equipped a very powerful armament, the fleet 
failed on the fourth day af June from the road of 
Alicant, under the command of the Count de Mon- 
temar, and arrived on the coaſt of Barbary in the 
neighbourhood of Oran, where a conſiderable body 
of troops was landed without much oppoſition. Next 
lay, however, they were attacked by a numerous 
amy of Moors, over whom they obtained a com- 
plete victory. The Bey or Governor of Oran im- 
mediately 
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garriſon, and the Spa- 
niards took poſſeſſion of the place, from which they 
had been driven in the year one thouſand ſeven hun. 
dred and eight. The ſtrong fort of Mazalaquivir 
was likewiſe ſurrendered to the victors at the firſ 
ſummons ; ſo that this expedition anſwered all the 
views with which it had been projected. Victor 
Amadzus, the abdicated King of Sardinia, having, 
at the inſtigation of his wife, engaged in ſome in- 
trigues, in order to re-aſcend the throne, his ſon, 
the reigning King, ordered his perſon to be ſeized 
at Montcalier, and conveyed to Rivoli, under a 
ſtrong eſcort. His wife, the Marchioneſs de Spigno, 
was conducted to Seva. The old King's confeſſor, 
his phyſician, and eight-and-forty perſons of diſ- 
tinction were impriſoned. The citadel of Turin 
was ſecured with a ſtrong garnſon ; and new inſtruc- 
tions were given to the Governor and ſenate of 
Chambern. The diſpute which had long ſubſiſted 
between the King of Pruſſia and the young Prince 
of Orange, touching the ſucceſſion to the eſtates 
poſſeſſed by King William III. as head of the Houſe 
of Orange, was at laſt accommodated by a formal 
treaty ſigned at Berlin and Dierin. 
were greatly alarmed about this time with an appre- 
henſion of being overwhelmed by an inundation, 
occaſioned by worms, which were ſaid to have con- 
ſumed the piles and timber work that ſupported their 
dykes. They prayed and faſted with uncommon 
zeal, in terror of this calamity, which they did not 
know how to avert in any other manner. Atlength 
they were delivered from their fears by a hard froſt, 


which effectually deſtroyed thoſe dangerous animals. 


About this time, Mr, Dieden, Plenipotentiary from 
the Elector of Hanover, received, in the name of 
his maſter, the inveſtiture of Bremen and Verden 
from the hands of the Emperor. : 

III. The hiſtory of England at this period can- 


not be very intereſting, as it chiefly conſiſts in an 
t be very intereſting, : 4 annual 


The Dutch | 


— — — — 


annual revolution of debates in Parliament. De- HAP. 
bates, in which the ſame arguments perpetually re- . 
cur on the ſame ſubjects. When the ſeſſion was 
opened on the ſixteenth day of January, the King 
declared, that the ſituation of affairs both at home 
and abroad rendered it unneceſſary for him to lay 
before the two Houſes any other reaſons for calling 
them together, but the ordinary diſpatch of the 
publick buſineſs, and his deſire of receiving their 
advice in ſuch affairs as ſhould require the care and 
conſideration of Parliament. The motion made in 
the Houſe of Commons for an addreſs of thanks 
implied, that they ſhould expreſs their ſatisfaction 
at the preſent ſituation of affairs both at home and | | 
abroad. The motion was carried, notwithſtanding {1520 
the oppoſition of thoſe who obſerved, that the nation "40 
had very little reaſon to be pleaſed with the preſent 
poſture of affairs ; that the French were employed 
in fortifying and reſtoring the harbour of Dunkirk, 
contrary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn treaties ; 
that the Britiſh merchants had reccived no redreſs 
for the depredations committed by the Spaniards ; 
that the commerce of England daily decreaſed : that | 
no ſort of trade throve but the traffick of Change- 190 if 
Alley, where the moſt abominable frauds were prac- lf 
tiſed ; and that every ſeſſion of Parliament opened a 
new ſcene of villany and impoſition. 

IV. The penſion bill was once more revived, 
and loſt again in the Houſe of Peers, All the rea- 
lons formerly advanced againſt a ſtanding army were 
now repeated; and a reduction of the number in- 
ited upon with ſuch warmth, that the miniſterial 
party were obliged to have recourſe to the old phan- 46 09 
tom of the Pretender. Sir Archer Croft ſaid a wi 
continuation of the ſame number of forces was the ml. 
more neceſſary, becauſe, to his knowledge, Popery if i 
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was increaſing very faſt in the country; for, in one 
panſh which he knew, there were ſeven popiſh 
peſts; and that the danger from the Pretender 2 
g the 
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the more to be feared, becauſe they did not know 
but he was then breeding his ſon a Proteſtant. Sir 
Robert Walpole obſerved, that a reduction of the 
army was the chief thing wiſhed for and defired by 
all the Jacobites in the kingdom: that no reduction 
had ever been made but what gave freſh hopes to 


that party, and encouraged them to raiſe tumults 


againſt the government ; and he did not doubt but 
that, if they ſhould reſolve to reduce any part of the 
army, there would be poſt-horſes employed that very 
night to carry the good news beyond ſea to the Pre- 
tender. His brother Horatio added, that the num- 


ber of troops then propoſed was abſolutely neceſſary 


to ſupport his Majeſty's government, and would be 
neceſſary as long as the nation enjoyed the happi- 
neſs of having the preſent illuſtrious family on the 
throne. The futility, the ſelf- contradiction, and the 
ridiculous abſurdity of theſe ſuggeſtions were pro- 
perly expoſed : nevertheleſs, the army was voted 
without any reduction. Sir Wilfred Lawſon having 
made a motion for an addreſs to the King, to know 
what ſatisfaction had been made by Spain for the 
depredations committed on the Britiſh merchants, 
it was after a violent debate approved, and the ad- 
dreſs preſented, The King in anſwer to this re- 
monſtrance gave them to underſtand, that the meet- 
ing of the commiſſaries of the two Crowns had been 
ſo long delayed by unforeſeen .accidents, that the 
conferences were not opened till the latter end of the 
preceding February : and that as the Courts of Lon- 
don and Madrid had agreed that the term of three 
years ſtipulated for finiſhing the commiſſion ſhould 


be computed from their firſt meeting, a perfect ac- 


count of their proceedings could not as yet be laid 
before the Houſe of Commons. A bill had been 
long depending for granting encouragement to the 
ſugar-colonies in the Weſt-Indies ; but, as it Was 
founded upon a prohibition that would have put 4 


ſtop to all commerce between the French _ 
| | an 
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and the Britiſh ſettlements in North-America, ite HAP. 
met with a very warm oppoſition from thoſe who V- 
had the proſperity of thoſe northern colonics at 
heart. But the bill being patroniſed and ſupported 
by the Court intereſt, ſurmounted all objections ; 
and afterwards paſſed into a law. While the Com- 
mons deliberated upon the ſupply, Sir Robert Wal- 
ole moved, that five hundred thouſand pounds 
ſhould be iſſued out of the ſinking- fund for the ſer- 
vice of the enſuing year. Sir William Wyndham, 
Mr. Pulteney, and Sir John Barnard, expatiated 
upon the iniquity of pillaging a ſacred depoſit, ſo- 
lemnly appropriated to the diſcharge of the national 
debt. They might have demonſtrated the egregious 
folly of a meaſure, by which the publick, for a little 
temporary eaſe, loſt the advantage of the accumu- 
lating intereſt which would have ariſen from the 
ſinking- fund if properly managed and reſerved. All 
objections vaniſhed before the powers of miniſterial 
influence, which nothing now could check but the 
immediate danger of popular commotion. Such 
hazardous interpoſition actually defeated a ſcheme 
which had been adopted by the miniſter, and even 
before its appearance alarmed all the trading part of 
the nation. 

F. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a 
committee, to deliberate upon the moſt proper me- 
thods for the better ſecurity and improvement of 
the duties and revenues charged upon tobacco and 
wines, all the papers relating to theſe duties were 
ſubmitted to the peruſal of the members: the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe were ordered 
to attend the Houſe, the avenues of which were 
crowded with multitudes of people ; and the mem- 
bers in the oppoſition waited impatiently for a pro- 
polal, in which they thought the liberties of their 
country ſo deeply intereſted. In a word, there had 
been a call of the Houſe on the preceding day. 
The ſeſſion was frequent and full; and both fides 

appeared 
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B Oo O Kappearcd ready and eager for the conteſt when Sir fic 
it Robert Walpole broached his deſign. He took no- ho 
1732. tice of the arts which had been uſed to prejudice ſhi 

the people againſt his plan before it was known, im 
He affirmed that the clamours occaſioned by theſe be 
prejudices had originally riſen from ſmugglers and for 
fraudulent dealers, who had enriched themſelves by th: 
cheating the publick ; and that theſe had been ſtrenu- we 
ouſly aſſiſted and ſupported by another ſet of men, thr 
fond of every opportunity to ſtir up the people of its 
Jreat-Britain to mutiny and ſedition. He expa- far 
tiated on the frauds that were committed in that col 
branch of the revenue ariſing from the duties on ket 
tobacco; upon the hardſhips to which the American pa) 
planters were ſubjected by the heavy duties payable we 
on importation, as well as by the ill uſage they had by 
met with from their factors and correſpondents in the 
England, who, from being their ſervants were now tat 
become their maſters; upon the injury done to the for 
fair trader; and the loſs ſuſtained by the publick with the 
reſpect to the revenue. He aſſerted that the ſcheme ſo | 
he was about to propoſe would remove all theſe in- for 
conveniences, prevent numberleſs frauds, perjuries, tha 
and falfe entries, and add two or three hundred thou- lati 
ſand pounds per annum to the publick revenue. He by 
entered into a long detail of frauds practiſed by the M: 
knaviſn dealers in thoſe commodities : he recited the upe 
ſeveral acts of Parliaments that related to the duties mir 
on wine and tobacco : he declared he had no inten- wit 
tion to promote a general exciſe ; he endeavoured to or 
obviate ſome objections that might be made to his 6 
plan, the nature of which he at length explained, ſch 
He propoſed to join the laws of Exciſe to thoſe of mo 
the Cuſioms : that the further ſubſidy of three ſho 
farthings per pound charged upon imported tobacco cea 
ſhould be ſtill levied at the Cuſtom Houſe, and was 
payable to his Majeſty's civil-liſt as heretofore : that ſpe: 
then the tobacco ſhould be lodged in warehouſes, Wa 
to be appointed for that purpoſe by the * the 
10 


GEORGE II. 


5 


9 


— 


3 


fioners of the Exciſe: that the keeper of each ware- c HA p. 


houſe, appointed likewiſe by the Commiſſioners, 


ſhould have one lock and key, and the merchant- 2752. 


importer have another: and that the tobacco ſhould 
be thus ſecured until the merchant ſhould find vent 
for it, either by exportation or home conſumption : 
that the part deſigned for exportation ſhould be 
weighed at the Cuſtom Houſe, diſcharged of the 
three farthings per pound which had been paid at 
its firſt importation, and then exported without 
farther trouble; that the portion deſtined for home 
conſumption ſhould, in preſence of the warehouſe- 
keeper, be delivered to the purchaſer, upon his 
paying the inland duty of four-pence per pound 
weight, to the proper officer appointed to receive it; 
by which means the- merchant would be eaſed of 
the inconvenience of paying the duty upon impor- 
tation, or of granting bonds and finding ſureties 
for the paymenr, before he had found a market for 
the commodity ; that all penalties and forfeitures, 
ſo far as they formerly belonged to the Crown, ſhould 
for the future be applied to the uſe of the publick : 
that appeals in this, as well as in all other caſes re- 
lating to the exciſe, ſhould be heard and determined 
by two or three of the Judges, to be named by his 
Majeſty ; and in the country, by the Judge of aſſize 
upon the next circuit, who ſhould hear and deter- 
mine ſuch appeals in the moſt ſummary manner, 
without the formality of proceedings in courts of law 
or equity. | 

VI. Such was the ſubſtance of the famous exciſe 
ſcheme, in favour of which Sir Robert Walpole 
moved, that the duties and ſubſidies on tobacco 
ſhould from and after the twenty-fourth day of June 
ceaſe and determine. The debate which enſued 
Was managed and maintained by all the able 
peakers on both ſides of the queſtion. Sir Robert 

alpole was anſwered by Mr. Perry, member for 
the city of London. Sir Paul Methuen joined = 
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BOOK the oppoſition. Sir John Barnard, another repre. 
A fentative of London, diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the 
773. fame cauſe, He was ſupported by Mr. Pulteney, 
Sir Wilham Wyndham, and other patriots. The 
ſcheme was eſpouſed by Sir Philip Yorke, appointed 
Lord-Chief-Juſtice of the King's-Bench, and en- 
nobled in the courſe of the enſuing year. Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll approved of the project, which was likewiſe 
ſtrenuoufly defended by Lord Hervey, Sir Thomas 
Robinſon, * Sir William Yonge, Mr. Pelham, and 
Mr. Winnington, which laſt excelled all his contem- 
poraries of the miniſtry in talents and address. 
Thoſe who argued againit the ſcheme accuſed the 
miniſter of having miſrepreſented the frauds, and 
made falſe calculations. With reſpect to the ſup- 
poſed hardſhips under which the planters were ſaid 
to labour, they affirmed that no planter had ever 
dreamed of complaining, until inſtigated by letters 
and applications from London: that this ſcheme, 
far from relieving the planters, would expoſe the 
factors to ſuch grievous oppreſſion, that they would 
not be able to continue the trade, conſequently the 
planters would be entirely ruined ; and, after all, it 
would not prevent thoſe frauds againſt which it was 
ſaid to be provided: that from the examination of 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, it appeared that 
thoſe frauds did not exceed forty thouſand pounds 

r annum, and might in a great meaſure be abo- 
iſhed, by a due execution of the laws in being: 
conſequently this ſcheme was unneceſſary, would be 
ineffectual in augmenting the revenue, deſtructive 
to trade, and dangerous to the liberties of the ſub- 
ject, as it tended to promote a general exciſe, which 
was in all countries conſidered as a grievous p- 
preſſion. They ſuggeſted that it woud produce an 
additional ſwarm of exciſe-officers, and warehouſe- 
keepers, appointed and paid by the treafury, ſo as 
to multiply the dependents on the Crown, and en- 


ble it ſtill further to influence the freedom of mn 
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tions: that the traders would become flaves toc HA. 
exciſemen and warehouſe-keepers, as, they would be . 
debarred all acceſs to their commodities, except at 15732. 
certain hours, when attended by thoſe officers : that 

the merchant, for every quantity of tobacco he 
could ſell, would be obhged to make a journey, or 

ſend a meſſenger to the office for a permit, which 
could not be obtained without trouble, expence, 

and delay : and that ſhould a law be enacted 1n 
conſequence of this motion, 1t would in all proba- 
bility be ſome time or other uſed as a precedent- for 
introducing exciſe laws into every branch of the 
revenue; in which caſe the liberty of Great-Britain 
would be no more. In the courſe of this debate, 

Sir Robert Walpole took notice of the multitudes 
which had beſet all the approaches to the Houle. 

He ſaid it would be an * taſk for a deſigning ſe- 
ditious perſon to raiſe a tumult and diſorder among 

them : that gentlemen might give them what name 

they ſhould think fit, and affirm they were come as 
humble ſuppliants; but he knew whom the law 
called ſturdy beggars : and thoſe who brought them 

to that place could not be certain but that they 
might behave in the ſame manner. This infinuation 

was reſented by Sir John Barnard, who obſerved. 

that merchants of character had a right to come down 

to the Court of Requeſts, and lobby of the Houſe 

ok Commons, in order to ſolicit their friends and 
acquaintance againſt. any ſcheme or project which 

they might think prejudicial to their commerce: 

that when he came into the Houſe, he ſaw none 

but ſuch as deſerved the appellation of ſturdy beg- 

gars as little as the honourable gentleman Himſelf, 

or any gentleman whatever. After a warm diſpute An. 1733. 
the motion was carried by a majority of fixty-one 
voices. Several reſolutions were founded on the 
propoſal : and to thefe the Houſe agreed, though 

not without another violent conteſt. The reſolutions 
Produced a bill, againſt which petitions were pre- 

| | | ferred 
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BOOK ferred by the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
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1733 · 


mon-Council of London, the city of Coventry 
and Nottingham. A motion was made that coun- 
ſel ſhould be heard for the city of London; but it 
was rejected by the majority, and the petitions were 
ordered to he upon the table. Had the miniſter 
encountered no oppoſition but that which appeared 
within doors, his project would have certainly been 
carried into execution : but the whole nation was 
alarmed and clamoured loudly againſt the exciſe- 
bill. The populace ſtill crowded around Weftmin- 


ſter-hall, blocking up all the avenues to the Houſe 


of Commons. They even inſulted the perſons of 
thoſe members who had voted for the miraſtry on 
this occaſion ; and Sir Robert Walpole began to be 
in fear of his life. He, therefore, thought proper 
to drop the deſign, by moving that the ſecond read- 
ing of the bill might be — till the twelfth 
day of June. Then, complaint being made of the 
inſolence of the populace, who had maltreated ſeve- 
ral members, divers reſolutions were taken againſt 
thoſe tumultuous crowds, and their abettors; theſe 
reſolves were communicated to the Lord-Mayor of 
London, the Sheriff of Middleſex, and the High- 
bailiff of Weſtminiſter. Some individuals were 
apprehended in the Court of Requeſts, as having 
fomented the diſturbances; but they were ſoon 
releaſed. The miſcarriage of the bill was celebrated 
with publick rejoicings in London and Weſtminſter; 
and the miniſter was burned in effigy by the popu- 
lace. After the miſcarriage of the exciſe ſcheme, 
the Houſe unanimouſly reſolved to inquire into the 
frauds and abuſes in the Cuſtoms; and a committee 
of twenty- one perſons was choſen by ballot for this 

urpoſe. a 

& VII. The ſubſequent debates of this ſeſſion 
were occaſioned by a bill to prevent the infamous 
practice of ſtock-jobbing, which with great difficulty 


made its way to the Houſe of Lords, who _— 
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ſome amendments, in conſequence of which it was c HAP. 
lad aſide; and ſucceeded by another bill eftabliſhing Y-_ 
a lottery, to raiſe five hundred thouſand pounds for 1733. 
the relief of thoſe who had ſuffered by the charitable 
corporation. After having undergone ſome altera- 

tions it paſſed through both Houſes, and obtained 

the Royal aſſent. The King, by meſſage to Parli- 
ament, had ſignified his intention to give the Princeſs 

Royal in marriage to the Prince of Orange, promiſ- 

ing himſelf their concurrence and aſſiſtance, that 

he might be enabled to beſtow ſuch a portion with 

his eldeſt daughter as ſhould be ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion. The Commons immediately reſolved, that 

out of the monies ariſing from the ſale of lands in 

the iſland of St. Chriſtopher's, his Majeſty ſhould 

be empowered to apply fourſcore thouſand pounds, 

as a marriage dower for his daughter; and a clauſe 

for this purpoſe was inſerted in the bill, for enabling 

his Majeſty to apply five hundred thouſand pounds 

out of the finking-fund for the ſervice of the current 


ear, | | 
VIII. The oppoſition in the Houſe of Lords 
was ſtill more animated, though ineffectual. The 
debates chiefly turned upon the penſion- bill, the 
number of land-forces, and a motion made by 
Lord Bathurſt for an account of the produce of 
the forfeited eſtates which had belonged to the di- 
rectors of the South-ſea Company. The truſtees 
tor theſe eſtates had charged themſelves with a 
great ſum of money, and the Lords in the oppoſi- 
tion thought they had a right to know how it had 
been diſpoſed. The miniſtry had reaſons to ſtifle 
this inquiry; and, therefore, oppoſed it with all 
their vigour, Nevertheleſs, the motion was carried, 
after a warm diſpute, and the directors of the South- 
ea Company were ordered to lay the accounts before 
the Houſe. From this, it appeared that the large 
lums of money ariſing from the forfeited eſtates had 
been diſtributed among the proprietors, by way of 
dividend, 
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B O O k dividend, even before recourſe was had to Parlia. fe 
i. ment for directions in what manner that produce p 
>>> ſhould be applied : Lord Bathurſt, therefore, mo- ta 
ved for a reſolution of the Houſe, that the diſpoſal m 
of this money by way of dividend, without any 0] 
order or direction of a general court for that pur- W 
pole, was a violation of the act of Parliament made i 
or the diſpoſal thereof, and a manifeſt injuſtice done th 
to the proprietors of that ſtock. The Duke of New- cl 
caſtle, in order to gain time, moved, that as the nd 
account was confuſed, and almoſt unintelligible, ul 
the preſent directors of the company might be or- ur 

dered to lay before the Houſe a further and more 
diſtinct account of the manner in which the money pl 
had been diſpoſed. A violent conteſt enſued, in gl 
the courſe of which the Houle divided, and of fifty- th 
feven Peers who voted for the delay, forty- ſix were m 
ſuch as enjoyed preferment in the Church, com- K 
miſſions in the army, or civil employments under to 
the government. At length Lord Bathurſt waved da 
his motion for that time: then the Houſe ordered CG 
that the preſent and former directors of the South- tet 
ſea Company, together with the late inſpectors of th 
their accounts, thould attend and be examined. mi 
They were accordingly interrogated, and gave ſo tri 
little ſatisfaction, that Lord Bathurſt moved for a At 
committee of inquiry; but the queſiion being put, ful 
was carried in the negative: yet a very ſtrong pro- a1 
teſt was entered by the Lords in the oppoſition. of 
The next ſubje& of altercation was the bill for ho 
miſapplying part of the produce of the finking-fund. Ki 
It was attacked with all the force of argument, pe! 
wit, and declamation by the Earl of Strafford, Lords ore 
Bathurſt and Carteret, and particularly by the Earl On 
of Cheſterfield, who had by this time reſigned his mz 
ſtaff of Lord-Steward of the Houſehold, and fe- Po 
nounced. all connection with the miniſtry. Lor bt 
Bathurſt moved for a reſolution, importing that, Po 


in the opinion of the Houſe, the ſinking- fund uber 
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for the future to be applied, in time of peace ande HAP. 
publick tranquillity, to the redemption of thoſe V- 
taxes which were moſt prejudicial to the trade, 153; 


moſt burthenſome on the manufactures, and moſt 


oppreflive on the poor of the nation. This motion. 


was over- ruled, and the bill adopted by the majo- 
rity. On the eleventh day of June, the King gave 
the Royal aſſent to the bills that were prepared, and 
cloſed the ſeſſion with a ſpeech, in which he took 
notice of the wicked endeavours that had been lately 


uſed to inflame the minds of the people, by the moſt 


unjuſt miſrepreſentations. | | 

IX. Europe was now re- involved in freſh trou- 
bles, by a vacancy on the throne of Poland. Au- 
guſtus died at Warſaw in the end of January, and 
the neighbouring powers were immediately in com- 


motion. The Elector of Saxony, ſon to the late 


King, and Staniſlaus, whoſe daughter was married 
to the French Monarch, declared themſelves candi- 
dates for the Poliſh throne. The Emperor, the 
Czarina, and the King of Pruſſia eſpouſed the in- 
tereſts of the Saxon: the King of France ſupported 


the pretenſions of his father-in-law. The foreign 


miniſters at Warſaw forthwith began to form in- 
tngues among the Electors : the Marquis de Monti, 
Ambaſſador from France, exerted himſelf ſo ſucceſs- 
fully, that he ſoon gained over the primate, and 
a majority of the Catholick dietines, to the intereſts 
of Staniſlaus ; while the Imperial and Ruflian troops 
hovered on the frontiers of Poland. The French 
King no ſooner underſtood that a body of the Em- 
peror's forces was encamped at Sileſia, than he 
ordered the Duke of Berwick to aſſemble an army 
on the Rhine, and take meaſures for entering Ger- 
many, in caſe the Imperialiſts ſhould march into 
Poland. A French fleet ſet fail for Dantzick, while 
Staniſlaus travelled through Germany in diſguiſe to 
Poland, and concealed himſelf in the houſe of the 
French Ambaſſador at Warſaw. As the day of 
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Pruſſian miniſters delivered in their ſeveral declara- 
tions, by way of proteſt againſt the contingent 
election of Staniſlaus, as a perſon proſcribed, diſ- 
qualified, depending upon a foreign power, and 
connected with the Turks, and other infidels. The 
Ruſſian General Laſci entered Poland at the head 
of fifty thouſand men : the diet of the election was 
opened with the uſual ceremony on the twenty-fifth 
day of Auguſt. Prince Vieſazowſki, chief of the 
Saxon intereſt, retired to the other ſide of the 
Viſtula, with three thouſand men including ſome 
of the nobility who adhered to that party. Never- 
theleſs, the primate proceeded to the election: Sta- 
niſlaus was unanimouſly choſen King; and appeared 
in the electoral field, where he was received with 
loud acclamations. The oppoſite party ſoon in- 
creaſed to ten thouſand men ; proteſted againit the 


election, and joined the Ruſſian army, which ad- 


vanced by ſpeedy marches. King Staniſlaus finding 
himſelf unable to cope with ſuch adverſaries, retired 
with the primate and French Ambaſſador to Dant- 
zick leaving the Palatine of Kiow at Warſaw. This 
General attacked the Saxon palace, which was ſur- 
rendered upon terms: then the ſoldiers and inhabi- 
tants plundered the houſes belonging to the grandees 
who had declared for Auguſtus, as well as the hotel 
of the Ruſſian miniſter. In the mean time, the 
Poles, who had joined the Muſcovites, finding it 
impracticable to paſs the Viſtula before the expira- 
tion of the time fixed for the ſeſſion of the diet, 
erected a kelo at Cracow, where the Elector of 
Saxony was choſen and proclaimed, by the Biſhop 
of - Cracow, King of Poland, under the name ot 
Auguſtus III. on the fixth day of October. They 
afterwards paſſed the river, and the Palatine ot 
Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they took poſſeſſion 
of Warſaw, where in their turn they plundered the 
palaces and _ belonging to the oppoſite 1 a 
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X. During theſe tranſactions, the French Kinge H a Þ. 


concluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by 
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Tc. 


which thoſe powers agreed to declare war againſt * 3 


the Emperor. Manifeſtos were publiſhed recipro- 
cally by all the contracting powers. 'The Duke of 
Berwick paſled the Rhine in October, and under- 
took the ſiege of fort Kehl, which in a few days was 
ſurrendered on capitulation : then he repaſſed the 
nver, and returned to Verſailles. The King of 
Sardinia having declared war againſt the Emperor, 
joined a body of French forces commanded by 
Mareſchal de Villars, and drove the Imperialiſts out 
of the Milaneſe. His Imperial Majeſty dreading 
the effects of ſuch a powerful confederacy againit 
him, offered to compromiſe all differences with the 
crown of Spain, under the mediation of the King 
of Great-Britain ; and Mr. Keene, the Britiſh Mi- 
miſter at Madrid, propoſed an accommodation. 
Philip expreſſed his acknowledgements to the King 
of England, declaring, however, that the Emperor's 
advances were too late ; and that his own reſolutions 
were already taken. Nevertheleſs, he ſent orders to 
the Count de Montijo, his Ambaſſador at London, 
to communicate to his Britannick Majeſty the mo- 
tives which had induced him to take theſe reſolu- 
tions. In the mean time he detached a powerful 
amament to Italy, where they inveſted the Impe- 
nal fortreſs of Aula, the garriſon of which was 
obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war. 
The republick of Venice declared ſhe would take 
no ſhare in the diſputes of Italy: the States-Gene- 
al ſigned a neutrality with the French King for the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, without conſulting the Em- 


peror or the King of Great-Britain; and the Englith 


councils ſeemed to be altogether pacitick. 

XI. In November the Prince of Orange arrived 
at Greenwich, in order to eſpouſe the Princeſs 
Royal : but the marriage was poſtponed on account 
ef his deing taken ill; and he repaired to Bath in 

MM 2 | Somer- 
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B O © R Somerſetſhire, ta drink the water for the recorery 
II. of his ſtrength. Henrietta, the young Ducheſs of 


C Marlborough, dying about this time, the title de- d 
volved to her fiſter's ſon, the Earl of Sunderland. 8 
Lord King reſigning his office of Chancellor, it was t 
conferred upon Mr. Talbot, Solicitor-General, to- 6 
gether with the title of Baron; a promotion that " 
reflected honour upon thoſe by whom it was adviſed. 8 
He poſſeſſed the ſpirit of a Roman ſenator, the ele- by 
gance of an Atticus, and the integrity of a Cato, 21 
At the meeting of the Parliament in January, the — 
King told them, in his ſpeech, that though he was H 
no way engaged in the war which had begun to rage wn 
in Europe, _ by the good offices he had em- Je 
ployed among the contending powers, he could not 1 
lit regardleſs of the preſent events, or be uncon- 
cerned for the conſequences of a war undertaken E. 
and ſupported by ſuch a powerful alliance. He C 
ſaid, he had thought proper to take time to examine wi 
the facts alledged on both ſides, and to wait the = 
reſult of the councils of thoſe powers that were more a 
immediately intereſted in the conſequences of the e 
rupture. He declared he would concert with his WE 
Allies, more particularly with the States-General of 1 
the United Provinces, ſuch meaſures as ſhould be | 
thought moſt adviſeable for their common ſafety, be 
and for reſtoring the peace of Europe. In the mean yy 
time, he expretied his hope that they would make * 
ſuch provifion as ſhould ſecure his kingdom, rights, * 
and poſſeſſions from all dangers and inſults, an 1 
maintain the reſpect due to the Britiſh nation. He P 
ſaid, that whatever part it might in the end be moſt A 
reaſonable for him to act, it would in all views be : 
neceſſary, when all Europe was preparing for arms, + 
to put his kingdoms in a poſture of defence. The > 
motion for an addreſs of thanks produced, as uſual, 7 
a debate in both Houſes, which, it muſt be owned, 
appears to have proceeded from a ſpirit of cavilling, 5 
tather than from any reaſonable cauſe of Kal | — 
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XII. The Houſe of Commons reſolved to ad- 
dreſs his Majeſty for a copy of the treaty of Vienna. 
Sir John Ruſhout moved for another, deſiring that 
the letters and inſtructions relating to the execution 
of the treaty of Seville, ſhould be ſubmitted to the 
inſpection of the Commons; but, after a hard ſtrug- 
gle, it was over- ruled. The next motion was made 
by Mr. Sandys, a gentleman who had for ſome time 
appeared ſtrenuous in the oppoſition, and wrangled 
with great perſeverance. He propoſed that the 
Houſe ſhould examine the inſtructions which had 
been given to the Britiſh miniſter in Poland, ſome 
years before the death of King Auguſtus, that they 
might be the better able to judge of the cauſes which 
produced this new rupture among the powers of 
Europe. 'The motion being oppoſed by all the 
Court members, a conteſt enſued, in the courſe of 
which Mr. Pulteney compared the miniſtry to an 
empyrick, and the conſtitution of England to his 
patient. This pretender in phyſick (ſaid he) 
being conſulted, tells the diſtempered perſon, there 
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were but two or three ways of treating his diſeaſe : 


and he was afraid that none of them would ſucceed: 
A vomit might throw him into convulſions that 
would occaſion immediate death; a purge might 
bring on a diarrhœa that would carry him off in a 
ſhort time: and he had been already bled ſo much, 
and fo often, that he could bear it no longer. The 
unfortunate patient, ſhocked at this declaration, re- 
plies, Sir, you have always pretended to be a re- 
* gular doctor; but now I find you are an arrant 
quack. I had an excellent conſtitution when I 
* firſt fell into your hands, but you have quite de- 
 ſtroyed it; and now I find I have no other chance 
* for ſaving my life, but by calling for the help of 
© ſome regular phyſician.” In the debate, the 
members on both ſides ſeemed to wander from the 
queſtion, and indulge themſelves with ludicrous 


perſonalities, Mr. H. Walpole took — to 
ay 
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3 O o Kſay, that the oppoſition treated the miniſtry as he 
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himſelf was treated by ſome of his acquaintance, 
with reſpect to his dreſs. © If I am in plain clothes 
6 (faid be) then they call me a ſlovenly, dirty fel- 
&« low; and if by chance I wear a laced ſuit, they 
& cry, What, ſhall ſuch an awkward fellow wear 
6e. fine clothes?“ He continued to ſport in this kind 


of idle buffoonery. He compared the preſent ad- 
miniſtration to a ſhip at ſea. As long as the wind 


was fair, and proper for carrying us to our deſigned 
port, the word was “ Steady! ſteady !”” but when 
the wind began to ſhift and change, the word was 
neceſſarily altered to Thus, thus, and no nearer.” 
The motion was overpowered by the majority; and 
this was the fate of ſeveral other propoſals made by 
the members in the oppoſition. Sir John Barnard 
preſented a petition from the druggiſts, and other 
dealers in tea, complaining of the inſults and op- 
preſſion to which they were ſubjected by the excite 
laws, and imploring relief. Sir John and Mr. Perry, 
another of the city members, explained the grievous 
hardſhips which thoſe traders ſuſtained, and moved 
that the petition might be referred to the confider- 
ation of the whole Houſe. They were oppoſed by 


Mr. Winnington, Sir W. Yonge, and other parti- 


fans of the miniſtry ; and theſe ſkirmiſhes brought 
on a general engagement of the two parties, in which 
every weapon of ſatire, argument, reaſon, and truth, 
was wielded againſt that odious, arbitrary, and oppreſ- 
five method of collecting the publick revenue. 
Nevertheleſs, the motion in favour of the ſufferers 


was rejected. 


XIII. When the Commons deliberated upon 
the ſupply, Mr. Andrews, Deputy-Paymaſter of the 
army, moved for an addition of cighteen hundred 
men to the number of land-forces which had been 
continued ſince the preceding year. The members 
in the oppoſition diſputed this ſmall augmentation 
with too much heat and eagerneſs. It muſt be ac- 

| | knowledged, 
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knowledged, they were by this time irritated into c HAP. 
ſuch perſonal animoſity againſt the miniſter, that . 
they reſolved to oppoſe all his meaſures, whether 
they might or might not be neceſſary for the ſafety 
and advantage of the kingdom. Nor indeed were 
they altogether blameable for acting on this maxim, 
if their ſole aim was to remove from the confidence 
and councils of their Sovereign, a man whoſe con- 
duct they thought prejudicial to the intereſt and 
liberties of their country. They could not, how- 
ever, prevent the augmentation propoſed ; but they 
reſolved, if they could not wholly ſtop the career of 
the miniſtry, to throw in ſuch a number of rubs 
as thould at leaſt retard their progreſs. The Duke 
of Bolton and Lord Cobham had been deprived of 
the regiments they commanded, becaule they refufed 
to concur in every project of the adminiſtration. It 
was in conſequence of their diſmiſſion, that Lord 
Morpeth moved for a bill to prevent any commiſſioned 
officer, not above the rank of a Colonel, from be- 
ing removed, unleſs by a court-martial, or by ad- 
dreſs of either Houſe of Parliament. Such an attack 
on the prerogative might have ſucceeded in the lat- 
ter part of the reign of the firſt Charles; but at. this 
juncture could not fail to miſcarry : yet it was ſuſ- 
tained with great vigour and addreſs. When the 
propoſal was tet aſide by the majority, Mr. Sandys 
moved for an addreſs to the King, deſiring. to 
know who adviſed his Majeſty to remove the Duke 
of Bolton and Lord Cobham from their reſpective 
regiments. He was ſeconded by Mr. Pulteney and 

Sir William Wyndham: but the miniſtry foreſeeing 
another tedious diſpute, called for the queſtion, and 

the motion was carried in the negative. The next 
lource of contention was a bill for ſecuring the free- 

dom of Parliament, by limiting the number of 
officers in the Houſe of Commons. It was read a 

firſt and ſecond time : but, when a motion was 
made for its being committed, it met with a power- 


ful 
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Boo kful oppoſition, and produced 2 warm debate that 


. 


1733. 


iſſued in a queſtion, which, like the former, paſſed 


in the negative. A clergyman having inſinuated in 
converſation that Sir William Milner, Baronet, 
member for York, received a penſion from the 
miniſtry, the Houſe took cognizance of this report: 
the clergyman acknowledged at the bar that he 
might have dropped ſuch a hint from hearſay. The 
accuſed member proteſted, upon his honour, that 
he never. did, nor ever would receive, place, pen- 
ſion, gratuity, or reward from the Court, either 
directly or indirectly, for voting in. Parliament, or 
upon any other account whatever. The accuſation 
was voted falſe and ſcandalous, and the accuſer taken 
into cuſtody : but in a few days he was diſcharged 


upon his humble petition, and his begging pardon 


of the member whom he had calumniated. The 
duty upon ſalt was prolonged for eight years; and 
a bill paſſed againſt ſtock-jobbing. 

XIV. But the ſubject which of all others em- 
ployed the eloquence and abilities on both ſides to 
the moſt vigorous exertion, was a motion made by 
Mr. Bromley, who propoſed that a bill thould be 
brought in for repealing the ſeptennial act, and for 
the more frequent meeting and calling of Parlia- 
ments. The arguments for and againit ſeptennial 
Parliaments have already been ſtated. The miniſ- 
try now inſiſted upon the increaſe of Papiſts and 
Jacobites, which rendered it dangerous to weaken 
the hands of the government : they challenged the 
oppoſition to produce one inſtance in which the 
leaſt encroachment had been made on the liberties 


of the people fince the ſeptennial act took place: and 


they defied the moſt ingenious malice to prove that 


his preſent Majeſty had ever endeavoured to extend 


any branch of the prerogative beyond its legal 
bounds. Sir John Hinde Cotton affirmed, that in 
many parts of England the Papiſts had already be- 


Sun to ule all their influence in favour of thoſe can- 


didates 
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members in the enſuing Parliament. With reſpect 
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didates who were recommended by the miniſters asc HAP. 
V. 


to his Majeſty's conduct, he ſaid he would not an- 7733. 


ſwer one word: but as to the grievances introduced 
ſince the law was enacted for ſeptennial Parliaments, 
he thought himſelf more at liberty to declare his 
ſentiments. He aflerted, that the ſeptennial law 
itſelf was an encroachment on the rights of the peo- 
ple: a law paſſed by a Parliament that made itſelf 
| ſeptennial. He obſerved, that the laws of treaſon 
with regard to trials were altered fince that period ; 
that in former times a man was tried by a jury of 
his neighbours, within the county where the crimes 
alledged againſt him were ſaid to be committed; 
but by an act of a ſeptennial Parliament he might be 
removed and tried in any place where the crown, or 
rather the miniſtry, could find a jury proper for their 
purpoſe ; where the priſoner could not bring any 
witnefles in his juſtification, without an expence which 
perhaps his circumſtances would not bear. He 
aſked, if the riot act was not an encroachment on the 
nghts of the people? An act by which a little dirty 
juſtice of the peace, the meaneſt and, vileſt tool a 
miniſter can uſe, who perhaps ſubſiſts by his being 
in the commiſſion, and may be deprived of that 
ſubſiſtence at the pleaſure of his patron, had it in his 
power to put twenty or thirty of the beſt ſubjects in 
England to immediate death, without any trial 'or 
form but that of reading a proclamation. © Was 
* not the fatal South-Sea ſcheme (ſaid he) eſta- 
* bliſhed by the act of a ſeptennial Parliament? 
* And can any man aſk, whether that law was at- 
* tended with any inconvenience: to the glorious 
catalogue I might have added the late excite bill, 
if it had paſſed into a law; but, thank heaven, 
the ſeptennial Parliament was near expiring before 
* that famous meaſure was introduced.” 
\ XV. Sir William Wyndham concluded an ex- 
cellent ſpeech, that ſpoke him the unrivalled orator, 
| | the 


. 
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o Oo EKthe uncorrupted Briton, and the unſhaken patriot, 
: | 


in words to this effect : © Let us ſuppoſe a man 
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abandoned to all notions of virtue and hoaour, of 
no great family, and but a mean fortune, raiſe( 
to be chief miniſter of ſtate, by the concurrence 
of many whimſical events; afraid, or unwilling, 
to truſt any but creatures of his own making; 
loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame and reputation; ignorant 
of his country's true intereſt ; purſuing no aim 
but that of aggrandizing himſelf and his favour- 
ites ; in foreign affairs truſting none but thoſe 
who, from the nature of their education, cannot 
poſſibly be qualified for the ſervice of their 


country, or give weight and credit to their nego- 


ciations. Let us ſuppoſe the true intereſt of the 


nation, by ſuch means, neglected or miſunder- 


ſtood, her honour tarniſhed, her importance loſt, 
her trade inſulted, her merchants plundered, and 
her ſailors murdered ; and all theſe circumſtances 
overlooked, left his adminiſtration ſhould be en- 
dangered. Suppoſe him next poſſeſſed of im- 
menſe wealth, the plunder of the nation, with a 
Parliament chiefly compoſed of members whole 
ſeats are purchaſed, and whole votes are bought 
at the expence of the publick treaſure. In ſuch 
a Parliament ſuppoſe all attempts made to in- 
quire into his conduct, or to relieve the nation 
from the diſtreſs which has been entailed upon it 
by his adminiſtration. Suppoſe him ſcreened by 
a corrupt majority of his creatures, whom he fe- 
tains in daily pay, or engages in his particular 
intereſt, by diſtributing among them thoſe polts 
and places which ought never to be beſtowed 
upon any but for the good of the publick. Let 
him plume himſelf upon his ſcandalous victory, 
becauſe he has obtained a Parliament like a packed 
jury ready to acquit him at all adventures. Let 
us ſuppoſe him domineering with inſolence ove 
all the men of ancient families, over all the ＋ 
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« of ſenſe, figure, or fortune in the nation; as he c HAP. 
« has no virtue of his own, ridiculing it in others, . 
« and endeavouring to deſtroy or corrupt it in all. 533. 
« With ſuch a Miniſter, and ſuch a Parliament, let 
« us ſuppoſe a caſe which I hope will never hap- 
« pen : a Prince upon the throne, uninformed, 1g- 
« norant, and unacquainted with the inclinations 
« and true intereſt of his people, weak, capricious, 
« tranſported with unbounded ambition, and poſ- 
« ſefled with inſatiable avarice. I hope ſuch a caſe 
« will never occur : but, as it poſſibly may, could 
« any greater curſe happen to a nation, than ſuch a 
Prince on the throne, adviſed, and ſolely adviſed, 
by ſuch a Miniſter, and that miniſter ſupported 
by ſuch a Parliament. The nature of mankind 
cannot be altered by human laws: the exiſtence 
of ſuch a Prince or ſuch a miniſter we cannot 
prevent by act of Parliament; but the exiſtence 
of ſuch a Parliament I think we may prevent; as 
it is much more likely to exiſt, and may do more 
miſchief while the ſeptennial law remains in 
* force, than if it were repealed : therefore, 1 am 
* heartily for its being repealed.” Notwithſtanding 
the moſt warm, the moſt nervous, the moſt pathe- 
tick remonſtrances in favour of the motion, the 
queſtion was put, and it was ſuppreſſed by mere dint 
of number. | 
XVI. The triumph of the miniſtry was ſtil] Au. 2734. 

more complete in the ſucceſs of a meſſage delivered 
from the Crown in the latter end of the feſſion, when 
a great many members of the other party had retired 
to their reſpective habitations in the country. Sir 
Robert Walpole delivered this commiſſion to the 
Houſe, importing, that his Majeſty might be ena- 
bled to augment his forces, if occaſion ſhould re- 

quire ſuch an augmentation, between the diſſolu- 

non of this Parliament and the election of another. 

uch an important point, that was ſaid to ſtrike at 
the foundation of our liberties, was not tamely 
| yielded ; 
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BO Oo Kyielded; but, on the contrary, conteſted with un. 


common ardour. The motion for taking the mel. 


1734, age into conſideration was carried in the affirmative; 


teret. They were oppoſed by the Dukes of _ 


and an addreſs preſented to the King, ſignifying their 
compliance with his deſire. In conſequence of 2 
ſubſequent meſſage, they prepared and paſſed a bil, 
enabling his Majeſty to ſettle an annuity of five 
thouſand pounds for life on the Princeſs Royal, as a 
mark of his paternal favour and affection. 

dS XVII. The oppoſition in the Houſe of Peers 
kept pace with that in the Houſe of Commons, and 
was ſupported with equal abilities, under the auſpices 
of the Lords Bathurſt and Carteret, the Earls of 
Cheſterfield and Abingdon. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough made a motion for a bill to regulate the army, 
equivalent to that which had been rejected in the 
Lower Houſe: and it met with the ſame fate after a 
warm diſpute. Then Lord Carteret moved for an 
addreſs to the King, that he would be graciouſſy 
pleaſed to acquaint the Houſe who adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to remove the Duke of Bolton and Lord Viſ- 
count Cobham from their reſpective regiments; and 
what crimes were laid to their charge. This propo- 
ſal was likewiſe rejected, at the end of a debate in 


which the Duke of Argyle obſerved, that two Lords 


had been removed, but only one ſoldier loſt his 


commiſſion. Such a great majority of the Scottiſh 


repreſentatives had always voted for the miniliry 
ſince the acceſſion of the late King, and ſo many oi 
theſe enjoyed places and preferments in the git of 


the Crown, that ſeveral attempts were made by the 


Lords in the oppoſition, to prevent for the future the 
miniſterial influence from extending itſelf to the 
elections of North-Britain. Accordingly, two mo- 
tions for this purpoſe were made by the Earl of 
Marchmont and the Duke of Bedford; and ſuſtained 
by the Earls of Cheſterfield, Winchelſea, and Stair, 
Lords Willoughby de Broke, Bathurſt, and Ca- 


caſe 
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caſtle and Argyle, the Earl of Cholmondely, Earl HAP. 
Paulet, Lord Harvey, now called up by writ to the ke 
Houſe of Peers, and Lord Talbot. The queſtion 7 
being put on both, they were of courſe defeated ; 
and the Earl of Stair was deprived of his regiment 
of dragoons, after having performed the moſt ſignal 
ſervices to the Royal Family, and exhauſted his 
fortune in ſupporting the intereſt and dignity of the 
Crown. Strenuous proteſts were entered againſt the 
decifion of the majority concerning the King's meſ- 
ſage, demanding a power to augment his. forces 
during the recefs of Parliament; as alfo againſt a 
bill for enabling his Majeſty to apply the ſum of- one 
million two hundred thouſand pounds out of the 
ſinking- fund, for the ſervice of the current year. 
The buſineſs of the ſeſſion being diſpatched, the 
King repaired to the Houſe of — on the ſix- 
teenth day of April, and having paſſed all the bills 
that were ready 2 the Royal aflent, took leave of 
this Parliament, with the warmeſt acknowledgement 
of their zeal, duty, and affection. It was at firſt 
prorogued, then diſſolved, and another convoked by 
the ſame Proclamation. On the fourteenth day of 
March, the nuptials of the Prince of Orange and the 
Princeſs Royal were ſolemnized with great magni- 
ficence; and this match was. attended with addrefles 
of congratulation to his Majeſty from different parts 
of the Kingdom. ——_ | | 
XVIII. The powers at war upon the continent 
acted with ' ſurpriſing vigour. The Ruſſian and 
Saxon army inveſted the city of Dantzick, in hopes 
of ſecuring the perſon of King Staniſlaus. The 
town was ſtrong, the garriſon numerous, and ani- 
mated by the examples of the French and Poles, 
made a very obſtinate defence. For ſome time they 
were ſupplied by ſea with recruits, arms, and am- 
munition. On the eleventh day of May a reinforce- 
. ment of fifteen hundred men 5 landed from two 


a French ſhips of war and fone, tranſports, under 
; | Fort 
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B O O K Fort Wechſelmunde, which was ſo much in want of 
IH. proviſions, that they were not admitted: they there. 
1734, fore re-embarked, and failed back to Copenhagen, 


But afterwards a larger number was landed in the 
ſame place, and attacked the Ruſſian entrenchments, 
in order to force their way into the city. They were 
repulſed in this attempt, but retired in good order. 
At length the Ruſſian fleet arrived, under the com- 
mand of Admiral Gordon; and now the ſiege vas 
carried on with great fury. Fort Wechſelmunde was 
ſurrendered: the French troops capitulated, and were 
embarked in the Ruſſian ſhips, to be conveyed to 
ſome port in the Baltick. Staniſlaus eſcaped in the 
diſguiſe of a peaſant to Marienwarder in the Pruſſian 
territories. The city of Dantzick ſubmitted to the 
dominion of Auguſtus III. King of Poland, and was 
obliged to defray the expence of the war to the 
Ruſſian General Count de Munich, who had aſſumed 
the command after the ſiege was begun. The Poliſh 
Lords at Dantzick ſigned an act of ſubmiſſion to 
King Auguſtus, who, on the tenth day of July, ar- 
rived at the convent of Oliva. There a council was 
held in his preſence. The recuſant noblemen took 
the oath which he propoſed. Then a general amneſty 
was proclaimed ; and the King ſet out on his return 
to Dreſden. | | 
XIX. On the Rhine the French arms bore 
down all reſiſtance. The Count De Belleiſle beſieged 
and took Traerbach. The Duke of Berwick, at the 
head of ſixty thouſand men, inveſted Philipſburgh, 
while Prince Eugene was obliged to remain on the 
defenſive, in the ſtrong camp at Heilbron, waiting 
for the troops of the Empire. On the twelfth day 
of June, the Duke of Berwick, in viſiting the 
trenches, was killed by a cannon-ball, and the com- 
mand devolved upon the Marquis d'Asfeldt, who 
carried on the operations of the ſiege with equal 
vigour and capacity. Prince Eugene being Jon 


by the different reinforcements he expected, — 
| owa 
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towards the French lines; but found them ſo ſtrong c HA p. 


that he would not hazard an attack; and ſuch pre- 
cautions taken, that with all his military talents he 
could not relieve the beſieged. At length General 
Watgenau, the Governor, capitulated after having 
made a noble defence, and obtained the moſt ho- 
nourable conditions. Prince Eugene retired to 
Heidelberg; and the campaign ended about the 
beginning of October. The Imperial arms were 
not more ſucceſsful in Italy. The Infant Don Carlos 
had received ſo many invitations from the Neapo- 
lian nobility, that he reſolved to take poſſeſſion of 
that kingdom. He began his march in February, 
at the head of the Spaniſh forces: publiſhed a mani- 
feſio, declaring he was ſent by his father to relieve 
the kingdom of Naples from the oppreſſion under 
which it groaned; and entered the capital amidſt 
the acclamations of the people ; while the Count de 
Viſconti, the German finding himſelf un- 
able to cope with the invaders, thought proper to 
retire, after having thrown ſuccours into Gaeta and 
Capua. When he arrived at Nocera, he began to 
aſemble the militia, with intent to form a camp at 
barletta. The Count de Montemar marched with 
a body of forces againſt this General, and obtained 
over him a complete victory at Bitonto in Apuglia, 
on the twenty-tifth of May, when the Imperialiſts 
vere entirely routed, and a great number of princi- 
pal officers taken priſoners. Don Carlos being pro- 
aimed, and acknowledged King of Naples, created 
the Count de Montemar Duke of Bitonto ; reduced 
Gaeta, and all other parts of the kingdom which 
were garriſoned with Imperial troops; and reſolved 
to ſubdue the iſland of Sicily. About twenty thou- 
land troops being deſtined for this expedition were 
landed in the road of Solanto in Auguſt, under the 
command of the new Duke of Bitonto, who being 
aroured by the natives, procecded in his conqueſts 
nich great rapidity. The people acknowledged 
Don 
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Boo KDon Carlos as their Sovereign, and took arms in mar 
Il. ſupport of his government; ſo that the Imperial vas 
1734, troops were driven before them, and the Spaniard fruit 

poſſeſſed the whole kingdom, except Meſſina, Syn- d 
cuſe, and Trepani, when the Infant determined to und 
viſit the iſland in perſon. | the 
XX. While Don Carlos was thus employed in rein! 

the conqueſt of Naples and Sicily, the Imperialiſts nvir 
were hard preſſed in Lombardy by the united forces of t 
of France and Piedmont, commanded by the Kin Qu 
of Sardinia and the old Marefchal Duke de Villars. dla 
In the month of January they undertook the ſiege of teen 
Tortona, which they reduced; while the troops of up 
the Emperor began to pour in great numbers into da 
the Mantuan. In the beginning of May, Count Wi **tir 
| Merci, who commanded them, paſſed the Po in the bage 
face of the Allies, notwithſtanding all the {kill of MN pri 
Villars, obliged him to retreat from the banks of whe 
that river, and took the caſtle of Colorno. The were 
old French General being taken ill, quitted the army, Lene 
and retired to Turin, where in a little time he died; rera] 
and the King of Sardinia retiring to the ſame place, por 
the command of the allied forces devolved upon the WW 1h 
Mareſchal de Coigny. The Confederates were poſed iſ 40 
at Sanguina, dl he Imperialiſts at Sorbola, when Can; 
the Count de Merci made a motion to San Proſpero, to I 
as if he intended either to attack the enemy, or take men, 
poſſeſſion of Parma. The Mareſchal de Coigny neral 
forthwith made a diſpoſition for an engagement; ¶ *fic 
and, on the twenty-ninth day of June, the Imperial by t 

l General having paſſed the Parma, began the attack BW an. 
with great impetuoſity. He charged in perſon at Wi tank 

| the head of his troops, and was killed ſoon after the BN ler 
battle began. Nevertheleſs, the Prince of Wirten. ade 
berg aſſuming the command, both armies fought alis 
with great obſtinacy, from eleven in the forenoon pelle 
till four in the afternoon, when the Imperialiſts re. one 
tired towards Monte Cirugalo, leaving five thouſand Cen 
men dead on the field of battle, and among theſe ph 
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was very conſiderable, and they reaped no fold 
fruits from their victory. | 

XXI. The Imperial forces retreated to Reggio, 
and from thence moved to the plains of Carpi, on 
the right of the Secchia, where they received ſome 
reinforcements : then General Count Konigſegg ar- 
nving in the camp, took upon himſelf the command 
of the army. His firſt ſtep was to take poſt at 
Quingentolo, by which motion he ſecured Miran- 
dola, that was threatened with a ſiege. On the fit- 
teenth of February he forded the river Secchia, and 
ſurprized the quarters of Mareſchal de Broglio, who 
eſcaped in his ſhirt with great difficulty. The French 
retired with ſuch precipitation, that they left all their 
baggage behind, and above two thouſand were taken 
priſoners. They poſted themſeves under Guaſtalla, 
where, on the nineteenth day of the month, they 
were vigorouſly attacked. by the Imperialiſts, and a 
general engagement enſued. Konigſegg made ſe- 
eral deſperate efforts to break the French cavalry, 
won which, however, he could make no impreſſion. 
Ihe infantry on both ſides fought with uncommon 
adour for ſix hours, and the field was covered with 
camage. At length, the Imperial Genera) retreated 
to Lazara, after having loſt above five thouſand 
men, including the Prince of Wirtemberg, the Ge- 
nerals Valpareze and Colminero, with many other 
afficers of diſtinction: nor was the damage ſuſtained 
by the French greatly inferior to that of the Ger- 
mans, who repaſſed the Po, and took poſt on the 


Iver, and the Marquis de Maillibois was ſent with 
i detachment to attack Mirandola ; but the Impe- 
faliſts marching to the relief of the place, com- 
pelled him to abandon the enterprize : then he re- 
pned his army, which retired under the walls of 
mona, to wait for ſuccours from Don Carlos. 
9 little reſpect did the French Court pay to the 
FOL, II. NN Britiſh 
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banks of the Oglio. The Allies croſſed the ſame 
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many officers of diſtinction. The loſs of the Allies c HAP. 
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Britiſh nation, at this juncture, that in the month d 
November an edict was publiſhed at Paris, com. 
manding all the Britiſh ſubjects in France, who nes 
not actually in employment, from the age of ejoh- 
teen to fifty, to quit the kingdom in fifteen days, or 
inliſt in ſome of the Iriſh regiments, on pain of be- 
ing treated as vagabonds, and ſent to the gulli. 
This edict was executed with the utmoſt rigour, 
The priſons of Paris were crowded with the fubje&s 
of Great-Britain, who were ſurpriſed and cut off 
from all communication with their friends, and muſt 
have periſhed by cold and hunger, had not they 


been relieved by the active charity of the Janſeniſts. 


The Earl of Waldegrave, who then reſided at Paris, 
as Ambaſſador from the King of Great-Britain, made 


ſuch vigorous remonſtrances to the French muniſtry 


upon this unheard-of - outrage againſt a nation with 
which they had been ſo long in alliance, that they 
thought proper to ſet the priſoners at liberty, and 
publiſh another edict, by which the meaning of the 
former was explained away. 

S XXII. While theſe tranſactions occurred on 


the continent, the King of Great Britain augmented 


his land-forces; and warm conteſts were nuintained 
through the whole united kingdom in electing 
repreſentatives for the new Parliament. But in all 
theſe itruggies the miniſterial power predominatcc ; 
and the new members appeared with the old com- 
plexion. The two Houſes aſſembled on the four- 
teenth day of January, and Mr. Onflow was le. 
elected Speaker. The leaders of both parties 10 all 
debates, were the ſelf- ſame perſons who had con- 
ducted thoſe of the former Parliament; and the 
ſame meaſures were purſued in the ſame manner: 
The Eing in his ſpeech at the opening of the 
ſeſſion, gave them to underſtand, that he had con- 
certed with the States-General of the United Fro- 


rinces ſuch meaſures as were thought moſt adviſe- 


able for their common ſafety, and for reſtoring gn 
- | peac 
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peace of Europe: that they had conſidered on one c HAP. 
fide the preſſing applications made by the Imperial &. 
Court both in England and Holland, for obtainin 
ſuccours againſt the powers at war with the Houle 
of Auſtria ; and, on the other ſide, the repeated pro- 
ſeſſions made by the Allies of their ſincere diſpoſi- 
tion to put an end to the preſent troubles upon ho- 
nourable and ſolid terms : that he and the States- 
General had concurred in a reſolution to employ 
their joint and earneſt inſtances to bring matters to 
a ſpeedy and happy accommodation z that their 
good offices were at length accepted; and in a fhort 
:me a plan would be offered to the conſideration of 
all parties engaged in the war, as a baſis for a ge- 
neral negociation of peace. He told them he had . 
uſed the power veſted in him by the laſt Parliament * 
with great moderation; and concluded a treaty with 9 
the Crown of Denmark of great importance in the 1 
preſent conjuncture. He obſerved, that whilſt ma- * 
ny of the principal powers of Europe were actually 9 
engaged in a war, Great-Britain muſt be more or [i 
lels affected with the conſequences ; and as the beſt 
concerted meaſures are liable to uncertainty, the 
nation ought to be prepared againſt all events. He, 
therefore, exprefled his hope, that his good ſubjects 
would not repine at the neceflary means of pro- 
curing the bleſſings of peace and univerſal tranquil- 
ity, or of putting him in a condition to act that 
i part which it might be 'neceflary and incumbent 
if upon him to take. The addreſs of thanks produced 
a diſpute as uſual, which ended with an acquieſcence 
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ho in the motion. The Houſe, in a grand committee 
_ on the ſupply, reſolved, That thirty thouſand ſea- 
he men thould be employed for the ſervice of the en- 
i ſuing year; and that the land-forces ſhould be aug- 
= mented to the number of twenty-iive thouſand ſeven 
le- hundred and forty-four effective men. But theſe 
he relolutions were not taken without diſpute and divi- 
ice ion, The miniſter's opponents not only re-produced 
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B O o Kall the reaſons which had been formerly advanced 
II. againſt a ſtanding army, but they oppoſed this aug. 


mentation with extraordinary ardour, as a huge ſtride 


{ 
towards the eſtabliſhment of arbitrary power. They | 
refuted thoſe fears of external broils on which the | 
miniſtry pretended to ground the neceſſity of ſuch 
an augmentation ; and they expoſed the weak con- 
duct of the adminiſtration, in having contributed to 
deſtroy the balance of power, by aſſiſting Spain againſt 
the Emperor in Italy, ſo as to aggrandize the Houſe 1 
of Bourbon. 0 
XXIII. Sir William Wyndham moved, that 5 
the eſtimate of the navy for the enſuing year, might 7 
be referred to a ſelect committee. He expreſſed his 60 
ſurprize, that notwithſtanding the vaſt ſums which 0 
had been yearly raiſed, and the long continuance of I, 
the peace, the people had not been quite delivered 
of any one tax incurred in the preceding war. He P | 
ſaid, he could not comprehend how it was poſſible b 
to find pretences for expoſing the nation to ſuch ex- * 
orbitant charges; and he took notice of ſome un- of 
conſcionable articles in the accounts of the navy- je 
debt that lay upon the table, He was ſeconded by 4 
Mr. Sandys, and ſupported by Sir Joſeph Jekyll and a 
1 Mr. Pulteney : but after ſome debate, the motion * 
was carried in the negative. When the new treaty = 


with Denmark fell under conſideration in a grand 
committee, Mr. H. Walpole moved, that the ſum of * 
fifty-ſix thouſand two hundred and fifty pounds | 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, as a ſubſidy to * 
the Dane, purſuant to the ſaid treaty, for the ſervice opt 
of the enſuing year. The demand did not meet red 
with immediate compliance. All the leaders in the 
oppoſition exclaimed againſt the ſubſidy as unneceſ⸗ 
ſary and unreaſonable. They obſerved, that as the 
Engliſh had no particular intereſt of their own for 
inducing them to engage in the preſent war, but 
only the danger to which the balance of power migit 


: 1 owers 0 
be expoſed by that event; and as all t a P Europs 
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Europe were as much, if not more, intereſted than HAP. 
the Engliſh in the preſervation of that balance, . 
ſhould it ever be really endangered, they would cer- 1734. 
tainly engage in its defence, without receiving any 
valuable conſideration from Great- Britain: but 
ſhould the Engliſh be always the firſt to take the 
alarm upon any rupture, and offer bribes and pen- 
ſions to all the Princes in Europe, the whole charge 
of preſerving that balance would fall upon Great- 
Britain: every State would expect a gratification 
from her, for doing that which it would otherwiſe 
de obliged to do for its own preſervation: even the 
Dutch might at laſt refuſe to aſſiſt in trimming this | 
balance, unleſs Britain ſhould ſubmit to make the 1 
Grand Penſionary of Holland a penſionary of Eng- 4 
land, and take a number of their forces into Engliſh 4 
pay. The debate having had its free courſe, the . 
queſtion was put, and the motion approved by the | 
majority. The miniſtry allowed a bill to be brought 
in for limiting the number of officers in the Houſe 
of Commons: but at the ſecond reading it was re- 
jected upon a diviſion, after a learned debate, in 
which it appeared that the oppoſition had gained a 
valuable auxiliary in the * of Lord Polwarth, 
ſon to the Earl of Marchmont, a nobleman of ele- 
gant parts, keen penetration, and uncommon viva- 
city, who ſpoke with all the fluency and fervour of 
elocution. 5 x 

XXIV. The minority in the Houſe of Lords 
were not leſs vigilant and reſolute in detecting and 
oppoling every meaſure which they thought would 
redound to the prejudice of their country. But the 
moſt remarkable object that employed their atten- 
ton during this ſeſſion was a very extraordinary peti- 
uon, ſubſcribed by the Dukes of Hamilton, Queenſ- 
berry, and Montroſe, the Earls of Dundonald, 
Marchmont, and Stair, repreſenting that undue 
influence had been uſed for carrying on the election 
of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland. The Duke of 

0 Bedford, 
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B O O K Bedford, who delivered their petition to the Houke, 

II. propoſed a day for taking it into conſideration ; and 
0” . 

1734. to this they agreed. It was afterwards moved, that 

| the conſideration of it ſhould be adjourned to a ſhort 

day, before which the petitioners ſhould be ordered 

to declare whether they intended to controvert the 

laſt election of all the ſixteen Peers, or the election 

of any, and which of them. This affair was of ſuch 

an unprecedented nature, that the Houſe ſeemed to 

be divided in opinion about the manner in which 

they ought to, proceed. The partiſans of the miniſ- 

try would have willingly ſtifled the inquiry in the 

beginning; but the petitioners were ſo ſtrenuouſly 

{upported in their claim to ſome notice, by the Earls 

of Cheſterfield, Abingdon, and Strafford, the Lords 

Bathurſt and Carteret, that they could not diſmiſs 

it at once with any regard to decorum. The order 

of the Houſe, according to the motion explained 

above, being communicated by the Lord Chancel- 

lor to the petitioners, they waited on him with a de- 

claration, importing that they did not intend to 

controvert the election or return of the ſixteen Peers 

for Scotland ; but they thought it their duty to lay 

before their Lordihips the evidence of ſuch facts 

and undue methods as appeared to them to be dan 

gerous to the conſtitution; and might in future 

elections equally affect the right of the preſent f- 

teen Peers, as that of the other Peers of Scotland, 

if not prevented by a proper remedy. This decla- 

ration being repeated to the Houſe, the Duke of 

Devonſhire made a motion, that the petitionets 

might be ordered to lay before the Houſe in writing, 

inſtances of thoſe undue methods and illegal prac- 

tices upon which they intended to proceed, and the 

names of the perſons they ſuſpected to be guilty: 

He was warmly oppoſed by the country party ; and 

a long debate enſued, after which the queſtion Ws 

carned in favour of the motion, and the order lig- 

nified to- the petitioners. Next day their . 
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who might have been concerned in thoſe- illegal 
practices; but who they were would undoubtedly 
appear to their Lordſhips upon their taking the pro- 
per examinations : nevertheleſs, they did humbly 
2cquaint their Lordſhips, that the petition was laid 
before them upon information, that the liſt of the 
ſixteen Peers for Scotland had been framed previous 
to the election, by perſons in high truſt under the 
Crown : that this liſt was ſhewn to Peers, as a liſt 
approved by the Crown; and was called the King's 
lit, from which there was to be no variation, unleſs 
to make way for one or two particular Peers, on 
condition they ſhould conform to meaſures : that 
Peers were ſolicited to vote for this lift, without 
the liberty of making any alteration : that endea 
vours were uſed to engage Peers to vote for this liſt 
by promiſe of penſions, and offices civil and military 
to themſelves and relations, as well as by offers of 
money : that ſums were given for this purpoſe : that 
penſions, offices, and releaſes of debts owing to the 
Crown were actually granted to Peers who concurred 
in voting for this lift, and to their relations: that 
on the day of election a battalion of his Majeſty's 
troops were drawn up in the Abbey-Court of Edin- 
burgh, contrary to cuſtom, and without any appa- 
rent cauſe but that of over-awing the electors. Thi; 
anſwer gave riſe to another violent diſpute ;. but the 
myority voted it unſatisfactory, and the petition was 
rejected, though the reſolution was clogged with a 
Wgorous proteſt, 


the Earl of Abingdon moved, That although the 
petition was diſmiſſed, an inquiry might be ſet on 
toot touching an affair of ſuch conſequence to the 
liberties of the kingdom. The Earl of Ilag declaring 
his belief, that no ſuch illegal methods had been 


practiſed, 


551 


was read to the Houſe to this effect: That as they ch AP. 
had no intention to ſtate themſelves accuſers, they 
could not take upon them to name particular perſons 573 


V. 


XXV. Notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, An. 1735. 
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of England in this reſpect; and the bill was thrown 
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The Proteſts of a great number of Noble Lords, 
entered by them at the laſt Election of Peers for 
Scotland. Exceptions being taken to a pamphlet, 
as an object unworthy of their notice, Lord ha- 
thurſt exhibited an authentick copy of thoſe proteſts, 
extracted from the journal of — election, ſigned 
by the two principal clerks, and witneſſed by two 


. gemilemen then attending in the lobby. Theſe 


were accordingly read, and plainly demonſtrated the 
truth of the allegations contained in the petition, 
Nothing could be more ſcandalous, arrogant, and 
ſhamefully flagrant than the conduct and deport- 
ment of thoſe who acted the part of underſtrappers 
to the miniſtry on this occaſion. But all this de- 


monſtration, adorned and enforced by the charms 


and energy of eloquence, was like preaching in a 
deſert. A motion was made for adjourning, and 
carried in the affirmative: a proteſt was entered, 
and the whole attair conſigned to oblivion. Divers 
other motions were made ſucceſſively by the Lords 
in the oppoſition, and rejected by the invincible 
power of a majority. The uninterrupted ſucceſs of 
the minifiry d1d not, however, prevent them from 
renewing the ſtruggle as often as an opportunity 
offered. They diſputed the continuation of the ſalt- 
tax, and the bill for enabling the King to apply the 
ſum of one million out of the finking-fund for the 
ſervice of the current year, though ſucceſs did not 
attend their endeavours. They ſupported with all 
their might a bill ſent up from the Commons, ex- 
plaining and amending an act of the Scottiſh Par- 
hament, for preventing wronguous impriſonment, 
and againſt undue delays in trials. This was all 
the natives of Scotland had in lieu of the Habeas 
Corpus act; though it did not ſcreen them from 
oppreſſion. Yet the Earl of Ilay undertook to 
prove they were on a footing with their neighbou!s 


out 


GEORGE H. 
out on a diviſion, The ſeſſion was cloſed on the c HA p. 
v. 


fifteenth of May, when the King in his ſpeech to 


both Houſes, declared, that the plan of pacification vor 


concerted between him and the States-General had 
not produced the defired eftect. He thanked the 
Commons for the ſupplies they had granted with ſuch 
cheerfulneſs and diſpatch. He ſignified his inten- 
tention to viſit his German dominions; and told them 
he ſhould conſtitute the Queen Regent of the realm 
in his abſence. Immediately after the prorogation 
his Majeſty embarked for Holland, in his way to 
Hanover. | 

$ XXVI. By this time the good underſtanding 
between the Courts of Madrid and Liſbon was de- 
ſiroyed by a remarkable incident. The Portugueſe 
Ambaſſador at Madrid having allowed his ſervants to 
reſcue a criminal from the officers of juſtice, all the 
ſervants concerned in that reſcue were dragged from 
his houſe to priſon, by the Spaniſh King's order, 
with circumſtances of rigour and diſgrace. His 
Portugueſe Majeſty being informed of this outrage, 
ordered reprifals to be made upon the ſervants of 
the Spaniſh Ambaſlador in Liſbon. The two mi- 
niſters withdrew abruptly to their reſpective Courts, 


The two Monarchs exprefled their mutual reſent- 


ment. The King of Spain aſſembled a body of 
troops on the frontiers of Portugal ; and his Portu- 
gueſe Majeſty had recourſe to the aſſiſtance of King 
George. Don Marcos Antonio d'Alzeveda was 
diſpatched to London, with the character of Envoy 
Extraordinary ; and ſucceeded in his commiſſion 
according to his with. In a little time after the 
King's departure from England, Sir John Norris 
laled from Spithead with a powerful ſquadron, in 
order to protect the Portugueſe againſt the Spa- 
mards; and on the ninth day of June arrived at 


Liſbon, where he was welcomed as a deliverer. 


Mr. Keene, the Britiſh Envoy at the Court of Spain, 
had communicated to his Catholick Majeſty the 


reſolution | 
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B O © xreſolution of his maſter to ſend a powerful ſquadron 


IT. 


to Liſbon, with orders to guard that coaſt from in- 


WS ſults, and ſecure the Brazil fleet, in which the mer- 


17 35s 


chants of Great-Britain were deeply intereſted. Don 
Joſeph Patinho, miniſter of his Catholick Majeſty, 
delivered a memorial to Mr. Keene, repreſenting, 
that ſuch an expedition would affect the commerce 
of Spain, by intimidating foreign merchants from 
embarking their merchandiſe in the flota. But, in 
all probability, it prevented a rupture between the 
two crowns, and diſpoſed the King of Spain to liſten 
to terms of accommodation. 

$ XXVII. The powers in alliance againſt the 
Houſe of Auſtria, having rejected the plan of paci- 
fication concerted by the King of Great-Britain and 
the States-General, Mr. Walpole, Ambaſſador at 
the Hague, preſented a memorial to their High 
Mightinefles, deſiring they would, without loſs of 
time, put themſelves in a poſture of defence by an 
augmentation of their forces at fea and land: that 
they might take fuch vigorous ſteps in concert with 
Great-Britain, as the future conjuncture of affairs 
might require. But before they would ſubject 
themſelves to ſuch expence, they reſolved to make 
further trial of their influence with the powers in 
alliance againſt the Emperor; and conferences were 
renewed with the miniſters of thoſe Allies. The 
affairs of Poland became more and more unfavour- 
able to the intereit of Staniflaus ; for though a great 
number of the Poliſh nobility engaged in a confe- 
deracy to ſupport his claim, and made repeated 


efforts in his behalf, the Palatine of Kiow ſubmitted 


to Auguſtus; and even his brother the primate, after 
having ſuſtained a long impriſonment, and many ex- 
traordinary hardſhips, was obliged to acknowledge 
that Prince his Sovereign. In Italy the arms of the 
Allies ſtill continued to proſper. Don Carlos landed 
in Sicily, and reduced the whole ifland, almoſt 


without oppoſition; while the Imperialiſts were — 
0 
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to abandon all the territories they poſſeſſed in Italy, c HAP. 
except the Mantuan. The Emperor being equally . 
unable to cope with the French armies on the Rhine, 1735. 
implored ſuccours of the Czarina, who ſent thirty 
thouſand men to his aſſiſtance. This vigorous in- 
terpoſition, and the ſucceſs of Auguſtus in Poland, 
diſpoſed the Court of Verſailles to a pacification. A 
ſecret negociation was begun between France and 
the Houſe of Auſtria; and the preliminaries were 
ſigned without the concurrence or knowledge of 
Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In theſe 
articles it was ſtipulated, that France ſhould reſtore 
all the conqueſts ſhe had made in Germany : That 
the reverſion of the dukedom of Tuſcany ſhould be 
veſted in the Duke of Lorraine: That Lorraine 
ſhould be allotted to King Staniſlaus ; and after his 
death be united to the crown of France : That the 
Emperor ſhould poſſeſs the Milaneſe, the Mantuan, 
and Parma: That the King of Sardima ſhould enjoy 
Vigevano and Novara: That Don Carlos ſhould be 
acknowledged King of Naples and Sicily, and re- 
tain the iſland of Elba, with all the Spaniſh territo- 
ries on the coaſt of Tuſcany ; and that France ſhould 
guarantee the pragmatick ſanction. 

d XXVIII. The King of Great-Britain returned 
from Hanover to England in the month of Novem- 
ber; and on the fifteenth day of January opened 
the ſeſſion of Parliament. On this occaſion he con- 
gratulated them on the near proſpect of a general 
peace in Europe in conſequence of the preliminary 
articles which the Emperor and the King of France 
had agreed; and of which he had expreſſed his ap- 
probation, as they did not differ in any eflential 
point from the plan of pacification which he and the 
States-General had offered to the belligerent powers. 
He told them, that he had already ordered a con- 
ſiderable reduction to be made in his forces both by 
ſea and land; but at the ſame time obſerved it would 
be neceflary to continue ſome extraordinary expence, 

until 
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B O O Euntil a more perfect reconciliation ſhould be eſta- 


II. 


bliſhed among the ſeveral powers of Europe. An 


— addreſs of thanks was unanimouſly voted, preſented, 


1735 


and graciouſly received. After the Houſe had re- 
ceived ſeveral petitions from different counties and 
gentlemen, complaining of undue influence in elec- 
tions for members of Parliament, it proceeded to 
conſider of the ſupply, and Sir Charles Wager mor- 
ing that fifteen thouſand ſeamen ſhould be em- 
ployed for the ſervice of the enſuing year, the pro- 
poſal was approved without oppoſition. But this 
was not the caſe with a motion made by Mr. Pul- 
teney, © That the ordinary eſtimate of the navy 
“ ſhould be referred to a ſelect committee.“ The 
miniſtry diſcouraged all ſuch prying meaſures : a 
debate was produced, the Houſe divided, and the 
motion was rejected. Such was the fate of a mo- 
tion for raifing the ſupplies within the year, made by 
Mr. Sandys, and ſupported by Sir John Barnard, 
Mr. Willimot, and other patriots, who demonſtrated, 
that this was a ſpeedy and practicable expedient for 
diſcharging the national debt, lowering the intereſt of 
money, reducing the price of labour, and encourag- 
ing a ſpirit of commerce. | 

C XXIX. The bill for limiting the number of 
officers in the Houſe of Commons was again revived. 
The King was empowered to borrow fix hundred 
thouſand pounds, chargeable on the finking-fund, 
for the [ſervice of the enſuing year, though this 
power was not eafily granted; and the Houſe re- 
ſolved to lay a duty of twenty ſhillings per gallon 


on all ſpirituous liquors, after it had appeared to 


the committee appointed for that purpoſe, that thoſe 
ſpirits were pernicious to the health and morals of 
the eople. To this reſolution was added another, 
which amounted to a total prohibition, namely, 
that fifty pounds ſhould be yearly paid to his Ma- 
jeſty for a licence to be annually taken out by every 


perſon who ſhould vend, barter, or utter any ſuc 
ſpirituous 
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concerted ſpeech, moved for the repeal of ſome 


clauſes in the Teſt act: theſe he repreſented as a 7 
ſpecies of perſecution, in which Proteſtant Diſſenters 
were confounded with the Roman Catholicks and 


enemies to the eſtabliſhment. He was ſuſtained by 
Lord Polwarth and Mr. Heathcote ; but Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole was joined by Mr. Shippen againſt 
the motion as dangerous to the eſtabliſhed Church : 
and the queſtion being put, it was carried in the 


negative. When Sir Joſeph Jekyll preſented to the an. 1736. 


Houſe, according to order, a bill founded on the 
reſolutions they had taken againſt ſpirituous liquors, 
Sir Robert Walpole acquainted them, by his Ma- 
jeſty's command, that as the alterations propoſed to 
be made by that bill in the duties charged upon all 
ſpirituous liquors might, in a great degree, affect 
ſome part of the civil-liſt revenues, his Majeſty, for 
the ſake of remedying ſo great an evil as was in- 
tended by that bill to be prevented did conſent to 
accept any other revenue of equal value, to be ſet- 
tled and appropriated in lieu of his intereſt in the 
ſaid duties. The bill was read a ſecond time, and 
conſigned to a committee of the whole Houle ; but 
that for limiting the number of officers in the Houſe 
of Commons was thrown out at the ſecond read- 
ing. Petitions againſt the bill touching the retail 
of ſpirituous liquors, were preſented by the traders 
to the Britiſh ſugar colonies, by the merchants of 
Briftol and Liverpool, repreſenting the hardſhips 
to which they would be expoſed by a law which 
amounted to a prohibition of rum and ſpirits diſ- 


tilled from melaſſes. In conſequence of theſe re- 


monſtrances, a mitigating clauſe was inſerted, in 
favour of the compoſition known by the name of 
punch, and diſtillers were permitted to exerciſe any 
other employment. The ſum of ſeventy thouſand 
pounds was voted for making good the deficiencies 
that might happen in the civil-hſt by this bill, which 
\ at 
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without reiterated diſputes and warm altercation. 
Violent oppoſition was likewiſe made to a bill for 
the relief of the people called Quakers, who offered 
a petition, repreſenting, that though from motives 
of conſcience they refuſed the payment of tithes, 
church-rates, oblations, and eccleſiaſtical dues, they 


were expoted to grievous ſufferings by proſecution in 


the Exchequer, eccleſiaſtical, and other Courts, to 
the impriſonment of their perfons, and the ruin of 
them and their families. A bill being prepared for 
their relief, was read and printed : then petitions 
were preferred againſt it by Go clergy of Middleſex, 
and of many other parts of the kingdom. Coun- 
{el was heard in behalf of thoſe petitioners, and ſeve- 
ral alterations propoſed in the bill, which after long 
and repeated debates ſurmounted all oppoſition. and 
was {ent up to the Lords. 

XXX. In the month of February the King 
had ſent two members of the privy-council to the 
Prince of Wales, with a meſſage, propoſing a mar- 
riage between his Royal Highneſs and the Princeſs 
of Saxegotha. The propoſal being agreeable to the 
Prince, the marriage was ceiebrated on the tweaty- 
ſeventh day of April. Upon this occaſion Mr. Pul- 
teney moved for an addreſs of congratulation to his 
Majeſty, and was ſupported by Mr. George Lytttel- 
ton and Mr. William Pitt, who ſeized this oppor- 
tunity of pronouncing elegant panegyricks on the 
Prince of Wales and his amiable conſort. Theſe 
two young members ſoon diſtinguiſhed themlielves 
in the Houſe by their eloquence and ſuperior talents. 


The attention of the Houſe was afterwards convert- 


ed to a bill for the preventing of ſmuggling ; and 
another for explaining the act for the more effectual 
preventing bribery and corruption in the election of 
members to ſerve in Parliament. Both made their 
way through the Lower Houſe, and were ſent up to 


the Lords for their concurrence. . The _—_— 4 
an 
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land-forces voted for the ſervice of the currrentcH AP. 
year was reduced to ſeventeen thouſand ſeven hun- L. 
dred and four effective men. The ſupplies were 
raiſed by the malt-tax, and land-tax at two ſhillings 
in the pound, additional duties on mum, cider, 
and perry, ſtamped vellum, parchment, and paper 
and by an act empowering his Majeſty to borrow fix 
hundred thouſand pounds of the ſinking- fund. In 
this ſeſſion the Parliament repealed the old ſtatutes 
of England and Scotland againſt conjuration, witch- 
craft and dealing with evil ſpirits. The Commons 
likewiſe prepared a bill to reſtrain the diſpoſition of 
lands in mortmain, whereby they became unalien- 
able. Againſt this meaſure petitions were preſented 
by the two univerſities, the colleges of Eton, Win- 
cheſter, and Weſtminſter, and divers hoſpitals that 
ſubſiſted by charitable donations. In favour of the 
univerſities and colleges a particular exempting 
clauſe was inſerted. Several other amendments 
were made in the bill, which patied through both 
Houſes, and obtained the Royal aſſent. Among 
the acts paſſed in this ſeſſion, was one for naturaliz- 
ing her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales; 
and another for building a bridge acroſs the Thames 
from New Palace-Yard, in the city of Weſtminſter, 
to the oppoiite ſhore in the county of Surrey, The 
points chiefly debated in the Houſe of Lords were 
the addreſs of thanks for his Majeſty's ſpeech, the 
Mortmain bill, the Quakers' bill, which was thrown 
out, and that for the prevention of ſmuggling, which 
did not paſs without diviſion and proteſt. On the 
twentieth day of May the King cloſed the ſeſſion 
with a ſpeech, in which he told both Houſes, that a 
turther convention touching the execution of the 
preliminaries, had been made and communicated to 
him by the Emperor and Moſt Chriſtian King: 
and that negociations were carrying on by the ſeve- 
ral powers engaged in the late war, in order to ſettle 
a general pacification. Ile expreſſed great concern 


as 


1736. 


360 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


B 9 Kat ſeeing ſuch ſeeds of diſſatisfaction ſown among his 
echte; he proteſted it was his deſire, and ſhould 
1736. be his care, to preſerve the preſent conſtitution in 
Church and State, as by law eſtabliſhed : he re- 
commended harmony and mutual affection among 
all proteſtants of the nation, as the great ſecurity of 
that happy eſtabliſhment : and ſignified his inten- 
tion to viſit his German dominions. Accordingly, 
the Parliament was no ſooner prorogued than he {et 
out for Hanover, after having appointed the Queen 
Regent in his abſence. f 
XXXI. Such a degree of licentiouſneſs pre- 
vailed over the whole nation, that the kingdom was 
filled with tumult and nots, which might have been 
prevented by proper regulations of the civil govern- 
ment in a due execution of the laws. The mot re- 
markable- of theſe diſturbances happened at Edin- 
burgh, on the ſeventh day of September. John 
Porteous, who commanded the guard paid by.that 
city, a man of brutal diſpoſition and abandoned 
morals, had, at the execution of a ſmuggler, been 
provoked by ſome inſults from the populace to or- 
der his men, without uſing the previous formalities 
of the law, to fire with ſhot among the crowd ; by 
which precipitate order ſeveral innocent perſons loſt 
their lives. Porteous was tried for murder, con- 
victed, and received ſentence of death; but the 
Queen, as guardian of the realm, thought proper to 
indulge him with a reprieve. The common peo- 
ple of Edinburgh reſented this lenity ſhewn to a 
criminal, who was the object of their deteſtation. 
They remembered that pardons had been granted to 
divers military delinquents in that country, who had 
been condemned by legal trial, They ſeemed to 
think thoſe were encouragements to oppreſſion : they 
were fired by a national jealouſy : _ were ſtimu- 
lated by the relations and friends of thoſe who had 
been murdered: and they reſolved to wreak their 


vengeance on the author of that tragedy, by de- 
; priving 
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had fixed for his execution. Thus determined, they 
aſſembled in different bodies, about ten o' clock at 
night. They blocked up the gates of the city, to 
prevent the admiſſion of the troops that were quar- 
tered in the ſuburbs. They ſurprized and diſarmed 


the town- guards: they broke open the priſon doors; 


- 


dragged Porteous from thence to the place of exe- 
cution ; and, leaving him hanging by the neck on a 
dyer's pole, quietly diſperſed to their ſeveral habi- 
tations. This exploit was performed with ſuch con- 
duct and deliberation as ſeemed to be the reſult 
of a plan formed. by ſome perſons of conſequence; 
it, therefore, became the object of a very ſevere 
inquiry. 

$ XXXII. During this ſummer a rupture hap- 
pened between the Turks and the Ruſſians, which 
laſt reduced the city of Aſoph on the Black Zea, 
and oyer-ran the greateſt part of Crim Tartary. 
The Czarina declared war againſt the Ottoman Porte, 
becauſe the Tartars of the Crimea had made incur- 
tions upon her. frontiers ; and, when ſhe como uned 
of theſe diſorders to the Vizir, ſhe received no ſa- 
tisfacton; beſides, a large body of Tartars had, by 
order of that miniſter, marched through the Ruſſian 
provinces in deſpite of the Empreſs, and committed 
terrible havock in their route. The Emperor was 
obliged do engage as a party in this war, by a treaty 
offenſive and defenſive, which he had many years 
before concluded with the Czarina. Yet, before he 
declared himſelf, he joined the Maritime Powers in 
offering. his mediation to the Sulian, who was very 
well diſpoſed to peace; but the Czarina inſiſted upon 
her retaining Aſoph, which her forces had reduced ; 
and this preliminary article being rejected, as diſ- 
honourable to the Ottoman empire, the Court of 

jenna began to make preparations for war. By 


this time all the belligerent Powers in Italy had 


agreed to the preliminaries of peace .concluded be- 
VOL, 11, Oo tween 
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priving him of life on the very day which the Judgesc H AP. 
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BOOK tween the Emperor and France. The Duke of Lor- 
II. raine had eſpouſed the Emperor's eldeſt daughter, 
the Archducheſs Maria Thereſa, and ceded Lorraine 
to France, even before he ſuccceded to Tuſcany, 
Don Carlos was crowned King of Sicily : Staniſlaus 
abdicated the Crown of Poland ; and Auguſtus was 
univerſally acknowledged Sovereign of that king- 
dom. The preliminaries were approved and ac- 
cepted by the Diet of the Empire: the King of 
Spain ſent orders for his troops to evacuate Tuſcany ; 
and the provinces in Italy yielded to the Houle of 
Auſtria. Prince Eugene, who had managed the in- 
tereſt of the Emperor on this occafion, did not live 
to ſee the happy fruits of this negociation. He died 
at Vienna, in April, at the age of ſeventy-three, 
leaving behind him the character of an invincible 
hero and conſummate politician. He was not long 
ſurvived by Count Staremberg, another Imperial 
General who ranked next to the Prince in mili- 
tary reputation. About the ſame time Great-Britain 
\ ſuſtained a national loſs in the death of Lord Chan- 
cellor Talbot, who, by his worth, probity, and ac- 
quired accompliſhments, had dignified the great 
office to which he had been raiſed. He died uni- 
verſally lamented, in the month of February, at the 
age of fifty-two; and was ſucceeded on the Bench 

by Lord Hardwicke. 
$ XXXIII. The King being indiſpoſed, in conſe- 
quence of having been fatigued by a very tempel- 


tuous paſſage from Holland, the Parliament ws 
prorogued from the twenty-firſt day of January t0 1 
the firſt of February, and then the ſeſſion was opened h 
by commiſſion. The Lord Chancellor, as one of h 
the Peers authoriſed by this commiſſion, made 4 1 
ſpeech in his Majeſty's name to both Houſes. With c 
reſpect to foreign affairs, he told them, that the fe. w 
ſpective acts of ceſſion being exchanged, and orden 

, 


given for the evacuation and poſſeſſion of the ſeveral 


countries and places by the Powers 1 — 
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cording to the allotment. and diſpoſition of the pre- H AP. 
liminary articles, the great work of re-eſtabliſhing 


V. 


the general tranquillity was far advanced: that, how- 1736. 


ever, common prudence called upon them to be 
very attentive to the final concluſion of the new ſet- 
tlement. He ſaid, his Majeſty could not without 
ſurprize and concern obſerve the many contrivances 
and attempts carried on, in various ſhapes, and in 
different parts of the nation, tumultuouſly to refiſt 


and obſtruct the execution of the laws, and to vio- 


late the peace of the kingdom. He obſerved, that 
the conſideration of the height to which theſe auda- 
cious practices might riſe, if not timely ſuppreſſed, 
afforded a melancholy proſpect, and required parti- 
cular attention, leſt they ſhould affect private perſons 
in the quiet enjoyment of their property, as well as 
the general peace and good order of the whole. 
After the Commons had agreed to an addreſs, and 
heard counſel] on ſome controverted elections, they 
proceeded to take the ſupply into conſideration. 
They voted ten thouſand men for the ſea- ſervice. 
They continued for the land-ſervice the ſame num- 
ber they had maintained in times of tranquillity, 
amounting to ſeventeen thouſand ſeven hundred and 
four: but this meaſure was not adopted without op- 
poſition ; the money was raiſed by the land and malt- 
taxes, reinforced with one million granted out of the 


linking-fund. 


$ XXXIV. The chief ſubject of contention, that 
preſented itſelf in the courſe of this ſeſſion, was a 
motion which Mr. Pulteney made for an addreſs to 
his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to ſettle one 
hundred thouſand pounds a-year upon the Prince of 
Wales. He repreſented that ſuch proviſion was 
conformable to the practice of ancient time : that 
what he propoſed had been enjoyed by his preſent 
* in the life-time of his father; and that a 
ſettlement of this nature was reaſonable and neceſſary 
to aſcertain the independency of the apparent Heir 
002 to 
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' BO OKto the Crown. The motion was vigorouſly oppoſed 
II. by Sir Robert Walpole, as an encroachment on the 
1736. Prerogative; as an officious intermeddling in the 

King's family affairs; and as an effort to ſet his 
Majeſty and the Prince at variance. But a miſun- 
derſtanding, it ſeems, had already happened in the 
Royal Family. The Miniſter in the midit of hi 
harangue told the Houſe, by his Majeſty's command, 
that on the preceding day the King had ſent a mel- 
ſage to the Prince by ſeveral noblemen of the firſt 
quality, unporting, that his Majeſty had given order 
for ſettling a jointure upon the Princeſs of Wales, 
ſuitable to her high rank and dignity, which he would 
in a proper time lay before Parliament, in order to 
be rendered more certain and effectual: that, al- 
though his Royal Highneſs had not thought fit, by 
any application to his Majeſty, to defire that his al- 
lowance of fifty thouſand pounds might be rendered 
leſs precarious, the King, to prevent the bad conſe- 
quences which he apprehended might follow from 
tne undutiful meaſures which his Majeſty was in- 
formed the Prince had been adviſed to purſue, would 
grant to his Royal Highneſs, for his Majeſty's life, 
the ſaid fifty thouſand pounds per annum, to be iſ- 
ſued out of the civil-liſt revenues, over and abore 
the Prince's revenues ariſing from the duchy ct 
Cornwall, which his Majeſty thought a very com- 
etent allowance, conſidering his own numerous 
flue, and the great expence which did and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily attend an honourable proviſion for the whole 
Royal Family: that the Prince, by a verbal antwer, 
deſired their Lordfhips to lay him with all hunubty 10 


Ren. - c and aa 
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at his Majeſty's feet: to aſſure him that he did, and f 
ever ſhould, retain the utmoſt duty for his Royal n 
Perfon : that he was very thankful for any inſtance 5 
of his Majeſty's goodnels to him or to the Princeb, ch 
and particularly for his Majeſty's gracious intention {þ 
of ſettling a jointure upon her Royal Highneſs ; but th 


that, as to the meſſage, the affair was now out of his 
2 hands, 
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hands, and, therefore, he could give no anſwer toCH AP. 
it; that his Royal Highneſs afterwards uſed many V. 
dutiful expreſſions towards his Majeſty ; adding, I 
Indeed, my Lords, it is in other hands, and I am 
“ ſorry for it;“ or words to that effect. Sir Robert 
Walpole then endeavoured to demonſtrate, that the 
annual ſum of fifty thouſand pounds was as much as 
the King could afford to allow for the Prince's main- 
tenance ; and he expatiated upon the bad conſe- 
quences that might enſue, if the Son ſhould be ren- 
dered altogether independent of the Father. 
XXXV. Theſe ſuggeſtions did not paſs un- 
anſwered. Sir Robert Walpole had aflerted, that 
the Parliament had no right to interfere in the crea- 
tion or maintenance of a Prince of Wales; and that 
in the caſe of Richard II. who, upon the death of 
his father, the Black Prince, was created Prince of 
Wales, in conſequence of an addreſs or petition 
from Parliament, that meaſure was in all probability 
directed by the King himſelf. In anſwer to this aſ- 
ſertion it was obſerved, that probably the King would 
not have been ſo forward in creating his grandſon 
ö Prince of Wales, if he had not been forced into this 
ſtep by his Parliament; for Edward in his old age 
fell into a ſort of love dotage, and gave himſelf en- 
tirely up to the management of his miſtreſs, Alice 
Pierce, and his ſecond ſon, the Duke of Lancaſter ; 
a circumſtance that raiſed a moſt reaſonable jealouſy 
in the Black Prince, at that time on his death-bed, 
who could not but be anxious about the ſafety and 
nght of his only ſon, whom he found he was ſoon 
to leave a child in the hands of a doating grand- 
| father and an ambitious aſpiring uncle. The ſup- 
porters of the motion obſerved, that the allowance 
of fifty thouſand pounds was not ſufficient to defray 
the Prince's yearly expence, without allotting one 
falling for acts of charity and munificence; and 
that the ſeveral deductions for land-taxes and fees 
reduced it to forty-three thouſand pounds. They 
affirmed, 
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B O OK affirmed, that his whole income, including the re- 
I. venues of the duchy of Cornwall, did not exceed 
1736. fifty-two thouſand pounds a-year, though, by his 

Majeſty's own regulation, the expence of the Prince's 
houſehold amounted to ſixty-three thouſand. They 
pro ed, that the produce of the civil-liſt exceeded 
nine hundred thouſand pounds, a ſum above one 
hundred thoufand pounds a-year more than was 
enjoyed by his late Majeſty ; and that, in the firſt year 
of the late King, the whole expence of his houſehold 
and civil government did not much exceed four 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds a-year. They 
obſerved, that the Parliament added one hundred 
and forty thouſand pounds annually for acts of cha- 
rity and bounty, together with the article of ſecret- 
ſervice money ; and allowed one hundred thouſand 
pounds for the maintenance of the Prince of Wales: 
that the article of ſecret- ſervice money had prodi- 
giouſly increaſed in the late reign : by an account 
which happened to be laid before the Parliament, 
it appeared that vaſt ſums of money had been given 
for purpoſes which nobody underſtood, and to per- 
ſons whom nobody knew. In the beginning of the 
following ſeſſion ſeveral members propoſed that this 
extraordinary account ſhould be taken into conſider- 
ation; but the inquiry was warded off bythe other 
party, who declared that the Parliament could not 
Examine any account which had been prelented to 
a former ſeſſion. The debate was fierce and long; 
and ended in a divifion, by which the motion was 
rejected. A motion of the ſame nature was made 
by Lord Carteret in the Houſe of Peers, and give 
riſe to a very keen diſpute, maintained by the ſame 
arguments, and iſſuing in the ſame termination. 

d RXXVI. The next remarkable conteſt was oc- 
caſioned by a motion of Sir R. Walpole, who pro- 
poled the ſum of one million ſhould be granted | 
to his Majeſty, towards redeeming the like ſum of 


the increaſed capital of the South-ſea Company, 
| com- 
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commonly called South-fea Annuities. Several c HAP. 
members argued for the expediency of applying V. 
this ſum to the payment of the debt due to the 1536. 


Bank, as part of that incumbrance was ſaddled with 
an intereſt of fix per cent. whereas the intereſt paid 


for the other ſums that conſtituted the publick debt 
did not exceed four per cent. Many plauſible argu- 


ments were offered on both ſides of the queſtion ; 


and at length the motion was carried in the affirma- 


tive. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee to conſider of the national debt, Sir John 
Barnard made a motion, for enabling his Majeſty to 
raiſe money either by the ſale of annuities, or by 
borrowing at an intereſt not exceeding three per 
cent.. to be applied toward redeeming the South- 


ſea annuities ; and that ſuch of the ſaid annuitants, 


as ſhould be inclined to ſubſcribe their reſpective 
annuities, ſhould be preferred to all others. He 
ſaid, that even thoſe publick ſecurities which bore 
an intereſt of three per cent. only were ſold at a pre- 
mium in Change-Alley: he was, therefore, per- 
ſuaded, that all thoſe who were willing to give a 
premium for a three per cent. ſecurity would gladly 
lend their money to the government at the ſame in- 
tereſt, ſhould books of ſubſcription be opened for 
that purpoſe, with an aſſurance that no part of the 
principal ſhould be paid off for fourteen years. He 
expatiated on the national advantages that would 
accrue from a reduction of intereſt, From eaſy and 
obvious calculations he inferred, that in a very little 
time the intereſt upon all the South-ſea annuities 
would be reduced from four to three per cent. with- 
out any danger to publick credit, or breach of pub- 
lick faith: that then the produce of the ſinking- fund 
would amount to fourteen hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum, to be apphed only towards redeeming 
the capital of the ſeveral trading companies: he 
proved that this meaſure would bring every one of 
them ſo much within the power of Parliament, _ 

they 
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| B O © Kthey would be glad to accept of three per cent. in- 


. 


tereſt on any reaſonable terms; in which caſe the 


17,6. ſinkiog-fund would riſe to bne million ſix hundred 


thouſand pounds per annum] Then the Parliament 
might venture to annihilate ohe half of it, by freeing 
the people from the taxes upon coals, candles, ſoap, 
leather, and other ſuch impoſitions as laid heavy upon 
the poor labourers and manufacturers : the remain- 
ing part of the ſinking-fund might be applied to- 
wards the diſcharge of thoſe annuities and publick 
debts which bore an intereſt of three per Cent. only, 


and afterwards towards diminiſhing the capitals of the 


ſeveral trading companies till the term of fourteen 
years ſhould be expired; then the ſinking- fund would 
again amount to above a million yearly, which would 
be ſufficient for paying them off, and freeing the na- 
tion entirely from all its incumbrances. This ſalu- 
tary ſcheme was violently oppoſed by Alderman 
Heathcote, and other partiſans of the miniſtry : yet 
all their objections were refuted ; and, in order to 
defeat the project, they were obliged to have recourſe 
to artifice. Mr. Winnington moved, that all the 

ublick creditors, as well as the South-ſea annui- 
tants, ſhould be comprehended. Sir John Barnard 
demonſtrated, that it might be eaſy for the govern- 
ment to borrow money at three per cent. ſufficient 
for paying off ſuch of the proprietors of four-and- 
twenty millions as were not willing to accept of that 
intereſt ; but it would be extremely difficult to bor- 
row enough to ſatisfy the proprietors of four-and- 
forty millions, who might chooſe to have their prin- 
cipal rather than ſuch an intereſt. Neverthelels 
reſolutions were founded on this and other altera- 
tions of the original ſcheme; and a bill was imme 
diately prepared. It produced many other debates, 
and was at laſt poſtponed by dint of miniſterial in- 
flueace. The ſame venerable patriot, who projected 
this ſcheme, moved that, as ſoon as the intereſſ of 


all the national redeemable debt ſhould be reduced 
to 
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to three per cent. the Houſe would take off ſome C HAP. 
of the heavy taxes which oppreſſed the poor and ky 
the manufacturers; but this motion was rejected 436. 


by the majority. 


XXVII. The laſt diſputes of this ſeſſion were An, 2737. 


excited by a bill ſent down from the Lords for 
puniſhing the magiſtrates and city of Edinburgh, on 
account of the murder of John Porteous. In the 
beginning of the ſeſſion Lord Carteret recapitulated 
the ſeveral tumults and riots which had lately hap- 
pened 1n different parts of the kingdom. He par- 
ticularly inſiſted upon the atrocious murder of Cap- 
tain Porteous, as a flagrant inſult upon the govern- 
ment, and a violation of the publick peace, ſo much 
the more dangerous, as it ſeemed to have been con- 
certed and executed with deliberation and decency. 
He ſuſpected that ſome citizens of Edinburgh had 
been concerned in the murder; not only from this 
circumſtance, but likewiſe becauſe, notwithſtandin 
the reward of two hundred pounds, which had been 
offered oy proclamation for the diſcovery of any per- 
ſon who acted in that tragedy, not one individual 
had as yet been detected. He ſeemed to think that 
the magiſtrates had encouraged the riot, and that the 
city had forfeited its charter; and he propoſed a 
minute inquiry into the particulars of the affair. 
He was ſeconded by the Duke of Newcaſtle and the 
Earl of Tay ; though this laſt nobleman different in 
opinion with him in reſpect to the charter of the 
city, which, he ſaid, could not be juſtly forfeited by 
the fault of the magiſtracy. The Lords reſolved, 
That the magiſtrates and other perſons from whom 
they might obtain the neceſſary information con- 
cerning this riot ſhould be ordered to attend; and, 
That an addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty 
deſiring that the different accounts and papers re- 
lating to the murder of Captain Porteous might be 
ſubmitted to the peruſal of the Houſe. Theſe do- 
cuments being accordingly examined, and all the 
witneſſes 
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B O O Kwitnefles arrived, including three Scottiſh judges, 
I. a debate aroie about the manner in which theſe faſt 
1737. ſhould be interrogated, whether at the bar, at the 
table, or on the woolſacks. Some Scottiſh Lords 
aſſerted, that they had a right to be ſeated next to 
the judges of England: but after a long debate thi 
claim was rejected, and the judges of Scotland ap- 
peared at the bar in their robes. A bill was brought 
in to diſable Alexander Wilſon, Eſquire, Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, from enjoying any office or 
place of magiſtracy in the city of Edinburgh, or 
elſewhere in Great-Britain ; for impriſoning the ſaid 
Alexander Wilſon ; for aboliſhing the guard of that 
city; and for taking away the gates of the Nether- 
Bow-Port, ſo as to open a communication between 
the city and the fuburbs, in which the King's troops 
are quartered. The Duke of Argyle, in arguing 
againſt this bill, ſaid he could not think of a pro- 
ceeding more harſh or unprecedented than the pre- 
ſent, as he believed there was no inſtance of the 
whole weight of Parliamentary indignation, for ſuch 
he called a proceeding by a bill ex poft facto, falling 
upon any ſingle perſon, far leſs upon any commu- 
nity for crimes that were within the reach of the 
interior courts of juſtice: for this reaſon he obſerved, 
that, if the Lord Provoſt and citizens of Edinburgh 
thould fuffer in the terms of the preſent bill, they 
would ſuffer by a cruel, unjuſt, and fantaſtical pro- 
ceeding; a proceeding of which the worſt uſe might 
be made, if ever the nation ſhould have the miſ- 
fortune to fall under, a partial, ſelf-intereſted 
adminiſtration. He told them he fat in the Par- 
liament of Scotland when that part of the treaty 
of Union relating to the privileges of the royal 
burghs was ſettled on the ſame footing as reli- 
gion; that is, they were made unalterable by any 
ſubſequent Parliament of Great-Britain. Notwith- 
ſtanding the (eloquence and warmth of his remon- 


ſtrance, the bill was. ſent down to the Houſe of 
| Commons, 
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Commons, where it produced a violent conteſt. c HAP. 


The Commons ſet on foot a ſevere ſcrutiny into the 
particular circumſtances that preceded and attende 
the murder of Porteous: from the examination of 
the witneſſes it appeared that no freeman or citizen 
of Edinburgh was concerned in the riot, which was 
chiefly compoſed of country people, excited by the 
relations of ſome unhappy perſons whom Porteous 
and his men had ſlain at the execution of the ſmug- 
gler; and theſe were aſſiſted by prentice-boys and 
the loweſt claſs of vagabonds that happened to be at 
Edinburgh: that the Lord Provoſt had taken all the 
precautions to prevent miſchief that his reflection 
ſuggeſted: that he even expoſed his perſon to the 
rage of the multitude, in his endeavour to diſperſe 
them; and that, if he had done amiſs, he erred from 
want of judgment rather than from want of incli- 
nation to protect the unhappy Porteous. It likewiſe 
appeared that Mr. Lindſay, member for the city 
of Edinburgh, had gone in perſon to General Moyle, 
Commander of the forces in North-Britain, informed 
him of the riot, implored his immediate aſſiſtance, 
and promiſed to conduct his troops into the city; 
and that his ſuit was rejected, becauſe he could not 
produce a written order from the magiſtracy, which 
he neither could have obtained in {ſuch confuſion, 
nor ventured to carry about his perſon through the 
midſt of an enraged populace. The Scottiſh mem- 
bers exerted themſelves with uncommon vivacity in 
defence of their capital. They were joined by Sir 
John Barnard, Lord Cornbury, Mr. Shippen, and 
Mr. Oglethorpe. Lord Polworth declared, that if 
any gentleman would ſhow where one argument in 
the charge againſt the Lord Provoſt and the city of 
Edinburgh had been proved, he would that inſtant 
give his vote for the commitment of the bill. He 
laid, if gentlemen would lay their hands upon their 
hearts, and aſk themſelves, whether they would have 
Voted in this manner had the caſe of Edinburgh 

been 
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he was perſuaded they would have required that 


1737. every tittle of the charge againſt them thould have 


been fully and undeniably proved. Some amend- 
ments and mitigations being inſerted in the bill, it 
paſſed the Houſe, was ſent back to the Lords, who 
agreed to the alterations, and then received the 
Royal aſſent. | 

d XXXVIII. The next effort of the miniſter was 
obliquely levelled at the liberty of the preſs, which 
it was much for his intereſt to abridge., The errors 
of his conduct, the myſtery of that corruption which 
he had ſo ſucceſsfully reduced to a ſyſtem, and all 
the blemiſhes of his adminiſtration, had been ex- 
poſed and ridiculed, not only in political periodical 
writings produced by the moſt eminent hands, but 
hkewite in a ſucceſſion of theatrical pieces, which 
met with uncommon ſucceſs among the people. He 
either wanted judgment to dillinguiſh men of ge- 
nius, or could find none that would engage in his 
ſervice : he, therefore, employed a ſet of wretched 
authors, void of underſtanding and ingenuity. 
They undertook the defence of his miniſtry, and 
anſwered the animadverſions of his antagonilis. 
The match was ſo extremely unequal, that, inſicad 
of juſtifying his conduct, they expoſed it to ad- 
ditional ridicule and contempt ; and he ſaw himſclf 
in danger of being deſpiſed by the whole nation. 
He reſolved to ſeize the firſt opportunity to choak 
thoſe canals through which. the torrent of cenſure 
had flowed upon his character. The manager of a 


. playhouſe communicated to him a manuſcript farce, 


intituled, The Golden Rump, which was fraught 
with treaſon and abuſe upon the government, and 
had been preſented to the ſtage for exhibition. 
This performance was produced in the Houſe of 
Commons. The miniſter deſcanted upon the inſo- 
lence, the malice, the immoralitv, and the ſeditious 


calumny, which had been of late propagated in thes- 
tric 
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trical pieces. A bill was brought in to limit the c H AP. 
number of playhouſes; to ſubject all dramatick „. 
; writers to the inſpection of the Lord- Chamberlain; 1737. 


and to compel them to take out a licence for every 
roduction before it could appear on the ſtage. 
Notwithſtanding a vigorous oppoſition, this bill 
patled through both Houſes with 3 diſ- 
patch. and obtained the Royal ſanction. In this de- 
bate the Earl of Cheſterfield diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
an excellent ſpeech, that will ever endear his cha- 
racter to all the friends of genius and literature, to 
all thoſe who are warmed with zeal for the liberties 
of their country. © Our ſtage (ſaid he) ought cer- 
« tainly ro be kept within due bounds; but, for 
* this purpoſe, our laws as they ſtand at preſent 
are ſufficient. If our ſtage players at any time 
exceed thoſe bounds, they ought to be proſecuted ; 
they may be pumſhed. We have precedents, we 
have examples of perſons punithed for things leſs 
criminal than ſome pieces which have been lately 
repreſented : a new law muſt, therefore, be un- 
neceſſary ; and in the preſent caſe it cannot be 
unneceſſary without being dangerous. Every 
unneceſſary reſtraint is a fetter upon the legs, is a 
ſhackle upon the hands, of liberty. One of the 
greateſt bleſſings we enjoy, one of the greateſt 
bleſſings a people can enjoy, is liberty. But 
every good in this life has its allay of evil. Li- 
centiouſneſs is the allay of liberty. It is an ebul- 
lition, an excreſcence; it is a ſpeck upon the eye 
of the political body, which I can never touch 
but with a gentle, with a trembling hand; leſt I 
deſtroy the body, leſt I injure the eye, upon 
which it is apt to appear. If the ſtage becomes 
* at any time licentious, if a play appears to be a 
* libel unon the government, or upon any particu- 
„lar man, the King's. courts are open; the law is 
* ſufficient to puniſh the offender. If poets and 
players are to be reſtrained, let them be reſtrained 
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as other ſubjects are, by the known laws of their 
country: if they offend, let them be tried as every 


«© Engliſhman ought to be, by Gop and their 


country. Do not let us ſubject them to the ar- 
bitrary will and pleaſure of any one man. A power 
lodged in the hands of a ſingle man to judge and 
determine without limitation, controul, or appeal, 
is a ſort of power unknown to our laws, inconfilient 
with our conſtitution. It is a higher, a more abſo- 
lute power than we truſt even to the King himſelf; 
and, therefore, I muſt think we ought not to veſt 
any ſuch power in his Majeſty's Lord-Chamber- 
lain.” His arguments had no effect, though the 


Houſe admired his elocution ; and the play-houſe 
bill paſſed into a law. On the twenty-firſt day of June 
the King made a ſhort ſpeech to both Houſes, and 
the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament, 


END OF VOL. II. 


Lud by Il. Baldwin and Sar, New Fridge: fees, andi] 


